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TO    THE 


Right  Honourable  Lord  HERB 


MY    LORD, 

JlxS  the  advantages  which  I  enjoyed  from 
Accompanying  your^Lordfhip  upoii  your  tra- 
vels enabled  me  to  colled  the  materials  fot 
the  following  work,  it  cannot  be  infcribed  to 
any  other  perfon  with  fo  much  propriety  as  to 
your '  Lordfliip.  You,  I  flatter  myfelf,  will 
recoiled  with  pleafure  the  refult  of  thofe  in- 
quiries to  which  you  were  particularly  atten- 
tive ;  and  I  am  happy  in  this  public  oppor- 
tunity of  expreiling  the  grateful  fenfe  which 
I  entertain  of  being  honoured  with  your 
Lordfliip*s  friendfhip  ;  and  of  declaring  the 
lincere  regard  and,  attachment  with  which 
I  am, 

Mir  Lord, 
Your  Lordlhip's  moft  faithful 

■ 

And  obedient  fervanf ^ 


WILLIAM  GOXB. 


tCing'5  CpllegcCumiiridge, 
April  %,  1784^ 
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PREFACE. 


X  H  £  following  pages  contain  the  rcfult 
of  that  intelligence  which  I  coUefted,  and 
thofe  oblervations  which  occurred,  during 
my  travels  through  the  Northern  kingdoms 
of  Europe  j  and  it  is  neceflary  to  apprize  the 
reader  upon  what  foundation  the  principal 
fads  are  fupported. 

In  regard  to .  Poland,  I  was  honoured  with 
information  from  pcrfons  of  the  higheft  rank 
and  authority  ;  and  fortunately  obtained 
pofleilion  of  fome  original  letters  written 
from  Warfaw,  before  and  during  the  Par- 
tition, which  have  enabled  me  to  throw  a 
coniiderable  light  over  that  interefting  pe- 
riod. I  prefume,  therefore,  that  the  account 
of  Poland  comprehends  many  particulars 
'which  have  not  been  hitherto  prefented  to 
the  public. 

With  refped  to  Ruflia,  as  the  Emprefs 
herfelf  deigned  to  anfwer  fome  queries  re- 
lative to  the  ftate   of  the  public   prifons  *  ; 

this  gracious  condefcenfion  in  fo  great  a  fo- 
Vereign  could  not  but  facilitate  my  further  in- 
ijuiries. 

To 

*  See  W.  II.  p.  305. 
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To  this  I  muft  add,  that  the  late  celc-' 
hiftftfian-f,  M*.  Wtdlt*;  favotited 
me  with  various  communications  on  fome 
of  thie  mod  important  and  intricate  paf ts 
of  the  Ruffian  amials,  and  pointed  out  to 
inc  the  moft  approved  writers  on  thia 
empire. 

The  nature  of  the  Swedifh  government 
fendered  the  fources  of  information  eafy  of 
accefs ;  and,  fince  my  return  to  England^ 
feveral  SwediAi  gentlemen,  well  verfed  in  the 
conftitution  of  their  country,  have  fbpplied 
much  additional  intelligence. 

As  the  materials  which  I  acquired  ia 
Denmark  were  lefs  extenfive  than  thofp  col^ 
leded  in  the  other  parts,  the  aocount  of  that 
kingdom  is  confined  to  thofe  circumfiaixres 
which  I  was  able  to  afcertaii^,  it  having  been 
my  invariable  resolution  never  to  adopt  un- 
certain accounts,  but  to  adhere  folely  to  thofe 
faffits  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  derived 
from  the  moft  unqueftionable  authorities. 

In  the  hiftorical  relations  I  have  had  re- 
courfe  to  many  Englifh  and  foreign  authon, 
and  particularly  feveral  <jerman  writers  of 
unimpeached  veracity,  who  were  refident  for 
a  confiderable  time  in  fome  of  the  Northern 
kingdoms,  and  from  whom  I  have  drawn 
many  anecdotes  not  known  to  the  Englifh 
reader. 

Throughout 

t  Mr.  Muller  died  in  the  latter  end  of  1783.  The  EmprcCi, 
who,  inconfrderation  of  his  great  merit,  had  honoured  him 
with  the  order  of^  St.  Vladimir,  has,  10  refpe^l  to  h'w  tnttttotf, 
conferred  a  pieniion  oQ  his  widow,  and  eonobled  his  fon. 


[     vii     ] 

I 

Thrcwghont  this  work  I  have  fcruptiloo^ 
cited  the  authors  whom  I  have  confulted,  and 
have  fu^joined  a  liil  of  the  principal  bo^s^ 
einplpyed  on  this  occ^fioRg  with  an  ei^ik- 
nation  of  the  references  by  ..which  they  are 
dtilingui&ed. 

I  cannot  clofe  this  preface  without  expraA* 
fing  my  obligations  to  Mn  Wraxall,  Mr.  Pen- 
nant, and  i)r,  Pulteney,  for  their  refpedive 
aififtance>  acknowledged  in  the  courfe  of  the 
work-  Colonel  Floyd  alfo  claims  ray  iinco* 
reft  thanks  for  communicating  his  accurate 
Journal  of  our  Tour,  to  whofe  obfervations 
and  defcriptions,  beiide  the  extracts  in  the  fol- 
lowing pages,  I  gratefully  confefs  myfel^  in- 
debted for  many  interefling  particulars. 

*  See  Vol.  III.  at  rhe  End. 
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BOOK       I. 


CHAP.      L 


Re/ear cbes  into  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the 
Polish  government j"^ An    inauiry   into    the 

.caufes  of  the  gradual  Atmmutton  of  royal  pre^ 
TQgative^  and  eftablijhment  pf  a  monarchy 

mbolly  eleBive.^-^Licmtious  power  and  condu^ 

Kof  the  nobles. -^^Uad  .effcSls  of  arifiocfatical 

,autb(arity. 

il  T  lis  a  .tnatter  ,of  ^5¥^rep[>e  dUEculty  to  in- 
iKeftigate  in  Roy  country  the  origin  and 
progrefs  of  its  conftitution ;  as  well  becaufc 
the  beginning  of  all  hiftbrics  is  involved  in 
bbfcufity  and  fable-,  as  becanfe  that  body 
of  lavsrs  and  nfages,  which  form  the  et- 
ience  of  every  government,  is    not  created 

B  2.  at 
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at  once,  in  any  particular  period,  or  by  a 
fingle  event,  but  generally  refults  from  a  fe- 
ries  of  circumftances,  many  of  them  Icarcc 
feparately  difcernible.  In  Poland,  however, 
the  political  obferver  has  this  fingular  ad- 
vantage, that  a  fucceffion  of  accurate  hifto- 
rians  *  (fome  of  whom  flouriOied  foon  after 
the  aera,  when  the  moft  important  branches 
of  the  Polifh  conftitution  were  afcertained) 
have  developed  with  uncommon  precifion 
and  care  the  various  occurrences  and  in- 
ftitutions,  from  which  the  extraordinary  form 
of  government,  at  prefent  fubfifting  in  that 
kingdom,  was  gradually  derived.  By  means 
of  their  authentic  narratives  we  are  enabled 
to  trace,  in  what  manner,  and  froni  what 
concurrence  of  circumftances,  a  monarchy 
nearly  abfolute,  funk  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
centuries,  without-  any  depofition  of  the 
prince  or  violent  convulfion,  into  a  ftate  of 
almoft  total  ariftocracy. 

^  A  brief  inquiry  into  the  principal  incidents 
which  produced  this  remarkable  conftitution, 
accompanied  by  fuch  jwlitical  reflexions  as 
the  progrefs  of  the  detail  fuggefts,  will  not,  I 
flatter  myfelf,  prove  unintcrefting;  and  will 
properly  introduce  a  view  of  Poland  in  its  pre- 
fent ftate. 

The  fovereigns  of  Poland  are  ufually  ranged 
into  four  claflTes.  I.  Of  the  houfe  of  Lefl^o.  II. 

Of 

* 

*  Dlogoffius^  the  father  of  Polifti  hiftory,  was  born  in  141  $• 
orJy  45  years  after  the  demife  of  Caiimir  the  Great^  from  whofe 
reign  Poland  dates  her  written  laws.  He  begins  his  hiftory  from 
the  earlieft  period  of  the  PoUih  annals,  and  carries  it  down  10 
the  year  1480. 
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OfPiaft.  IIL  Of  JaghcUon.  IV.  Of  different 
families.  Thefe  claffes  divide  the  hiftoi-y  of 
Poland  into  four  correfponding  periods. 

I.  The  firft  -f*  period  is  allowed  by  the  beft 
Polifh  hiftorians  to  be  entirely  fabulous  j  they 
therefore  generally  commence. their  narratives 
at  the  fecond  aera. 

II.  The  earlieft  part  even  of  this  fecond 
epoch  has  an  air  of  romance;  and  the  account 
of  Piafl,  who  gave  his  name  to  a  line  of  kings, 
and  from  whom  all  the  natives  of  Poland  who 
have  afcended  the  throne  are  to  this  day  call- 
ed Piaft,  is  little  elfe  than  a  feries  of  fidions. 
By  fome'he  is  fa  id  to  have  been  a  wheel- 
wright, by  others  a  common  peafant,  arid  by 
all  to  have  gained  the  crown  through  the  vi- 
fible  interpofition  of  two  angels*  Nor  indeed 
can  we  expedl  any  faithful  accounts  of  a  peo- 
ple buried  in  barbarifm,  wholly  without  let- 
ters, and  immerfed  in  Pagan  fuperftition. 
We  cannot  therefore  date  the  authenticity  of 
the  Polifh  annals  earlier  than  the  acceilion  of 
Miciflaus  IL*  the  fourth  fovereign  of  the  line 
of  Piaft :  from  his  reign  Poland  began  to  be  * 

conneded 

t  Quae  de  Lecho  ejulque  fucceflpribiis  ad  Piaftum  ufqae  ct  ul-* 
tra  meniorantur,  funt  obfcura,  fabulofa,  et  falfa,  quare  filendo 
franfmitrimur,  ne  variis  narretioftibus  immoremur  j  are  the  words 
of  Lengnich,  Hift.  Polon.  p.  2.  The  fabulous  ftory  of  Lelko  is  as 
follows  :  Upon  the  death  of  Le(ko  I.  duke  of  Poland,  a  race  was 
appointed  on  horieback,  and  the  vi£tor.  was  to.be  nonnnated  fove- 
reigJi.  Lefeec,  one  of  the  candidates,  in  order  to  fecure  the  vic- 
tory, ftrewed  part  of  the  courfe  with  nails,  leaving  a  clear  paiTage 
for  his  own  horfe.  This  ftr^tageni  was  diCcovercd  by  another,  of 
the  candidates,  and  made  known  to  the  people  ;  the  latter  rofe, 
malTacred  Lefeec,  and  proclaiiijed  the  other  duke,  who  affumecj 
the  name  of  Leiko  II.  The  aera  in  which  this  Lefko  reigned  i?  fb 
uncertain,  that  fome  hiiloriiatns  refer  it  to  the  6th,  others  the  ytb, 
and  even  the  8th  century.  *    A.  D.  964. 
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conneded  with  Germany,  the  hiftoiians  of 
which  country,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Sweden 
and  Denmark,  throw  a  confiderable  light 
upon  Poliih  a^irs  prior  to  the  exiftence  of 
native  hifiorians. 

Some  writers  have  obferved,  that  during 
the  whole  of  the  fecond  period  the  monarchy 
was  always  elciftive,  and  the  fovereign  limit- 
ed in  his  power;  others,  on  the  contrary, 
have  affirmed,  that  the  crown  was  hereditary, 
and  its  authority  abdiblute:  but  this  contro- 
ver'fy  may  be  eafiiy  reconciled;  the  crown 
feemed  hereditary  from  its  continuance  in  the 
iame  family,  and  had  at  the  fame  time  an 
dedive  appearance,  becaufe,  upon  the  death 
of  the  king,  his  fucceffor  was  formally  *  no- 
minated and  xecognrzed  in  an  aifemUy  of 
the  nobility  and  clergy  of  the  realm.  With 
fcfped  to  the  extent  of  the  king's  authority, 
his  power,  as  in  the  generality  of  feudal  go- 
vernments when  e^ercifed  by  an  able  and  en- 
terprifihg  prince,  triumphed  over  all  controul; 
but,  in  the  hands  of  an  incapable  fovereign, 
was  eafiiy  depreffed  by  the  privileges  of  a  li- 
tentious  and  warlike  nobility. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  this  fecond  period  J, 
Cafimir  the  Great  retrenched  the  turbulent 
and  oppreffive  authority  bf  the  principal  ba- 
tons 5  and  granted  certain  immunities  to  the 
nobles    and    gentry.      This    great    monarch 

was 

♦  Memorati  ergo  principcs,  non  per  cjufmodi  cleflionem,  qualis 
hodie  celebratur,  ad  regnum  pervenerunr,  fed  eledio  quam  paffini 
nooiinanl  fcriplorcs,  revera  erat  declaratio  procerum  &  nobilium, 
qux  pia^cedebat,  antequam  regimen  novi  principes  ingrederentur. 

Lengnichp  Jus  Publicum  Regni  Poloniae  v.  I.  p.  58» 

t  A.  D.  1347. 
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vm  aware»  l^t  oo  oihet  exjp&iii^  could  ior 
troduce  order  into  this  kingdom,  except  .a  Un 
mitatioQ  of  the  vaQ;  mfloence  pDffi^fihdPhy  the 
rfr  Palatines  or  principal  noWiity :  i£  hfi  b%4 
been  fucceeded  %:  a  line  of  heceditaty  mo* 
](Larchs9  ^  is  probable  tk^t  the  harems  iKfiuld 
never  have  iiecovered  thdr.foccner  a&endaAcy ; 
and  that  the  £»idal  fjdkvn  vWPuld  have  hecn 
gradually  anafhila|ed  ia  Pjol^ad  ajs  ia  Q^x 
parts  of  £urope. 

Birt:  his  nephew  Louis,  king  x^  Bu&gai^j 
lif ho  fiicoeeded  him,  being  a  &>ceiguer,  .was 
t>bliged,  in  order  lo  en£uxe  the  poSk&m  :0f  ihe 
throne,  to  ivh&dhc  certain  conditkoxs,  which 
infijnged  the  power  of  the  ibvereign,  aiid  gai;^ 
irefh  .vigour  to  that  of  the  barims*  and  inferior 
nobles*  ^he  .principal  conceiiions  m^de  by 
Louis  w«;re,  nctt  to  iinpofe  any  additional 
taxes  by  his  mere  ise^l  af^thority  without  the 
con/ent  of  the  natiotn ;  and  ^at  in  cafe^of  hift 
demife  without  male  heitjs,  the  privilege  of 
^ppoiating  a  foveceign  fli5uld  xev^ert  to  the 
nobles  at  iarge  f. 

In  confequence  of  this  ^greemeiit,  Louis 
^was  allowed  to  afbend  the  throne  without  op- 
pofition ;  and  having  no  fons,  he,  with  a  :view 
of  infudng  the  fucceilipn  to  his  fbn-in^Iaw 
ihe  Emperor  Si^ifmand  married  to  his  ddeft 
dangler  Maria,  promifed,  in  additiosi  to  aH 
the  former  grants,  to  disniniih  the  taifies,  :to 
xepairthefortrefles  at  his  o wn  ^esspence^  and  to 

confer 

+  Palatinonii|i  etfudicuminlinitafotcftas  coerclta  eft,  &c.  Sar- 
tJicius,  p.  «i4i. 
"*  'Dkigoffius>  Lib.  IX.  p.  1 1 02,  &c. 
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confer  no  dignities  or  offices  upon  foreign-* 
crsj. 

IlL  The  third  period  begins  upon  the  death 
of  Louis  §,  when  the  Poles  very  politically  fet 
alide  Sigifmond,  who  would  have  been  for- 
midable to  their  newly  acquired  immunities  ^ 
and  elected  for  their  king  Ladiilaus  Jaghellon 
duke  of  Lithuania,  in  confequence  of  his 
fully  confirming  all  the  flipulations  of  Louis, 
and  efpoufing  Hedwige  youngcft  daughter  of 
the  deceafed  monarch. 

As,  by  the  renunciation  of  Louis,  the  kings 
of  Poland  were  diviefled  of  the  right  to  impofe 
taxes  without  confent  of  the  nation,  Ladiilaus 
aflcmbled  the  nobles  *  in  their  refpeQive  pro-' 
vinces  in  order  tg  obtain  an  additional  tribute. 
Thefe  provincial  aiTemblies  gave  birth  to  the 
dietines^  which,  however,  no  Ipnger  retaia 
the  power  of  raifing  moaey  in  their  feveral 
diftiiids,  but  only  deft  the  nuntios  or  repre-^ 
fentatives  for  the  general  diet. 

Ladiilaus  IIL  ion  of  Ladiilaus  Jaghellon, 
purchafed  his  nomination  to  the  fucceffion^ 
during  the  life  of  his  father,  by  a  confirmation 
of  all  the  privileges  above  enumerated,  which 
lie  folemnly  ratified  at  his  aoceifion. 

Under  Cafimir  IIL-f*  brother  and  fucccifor  to 
Ladiilaus  IIL  feveral  further  innovations  were 
introduced  into  the  original  conflitution,  all 
unfavourable  to  regal  prerogative.  One  of 
the  principal  changes  which  took  place  in  this 

reign, 

t  Sec  Lcngnich,  Pac.  Con.  Aug.  IIL  Pref.  p.  $. 
5  A.  D.  138Z. 

*  Prclatorum,  Baronum  et  MiJitarium.     Lengnich,  Jus  Pub. 
vol,  !!•  p.  3$.  t  Sometimes  called  Caiinur  IV, 
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reign,  and  which  laid  the  foundation  oJF  fiill 
more  important  rcvohitions  in  the  Polilh  go- 
vernment, was  the  convention  of  a  national 
diet  invefted  with  the  fole  power  of  granting^ 
Inpplies.  Each  Palatinate  or  Province  was 
permitted  to  fend  to  this  general  diet,  befide 
the  -Palatines  and  other  principal  barons^  a 
certain  number  of  nuntios  or  reprefeatatives, 
cholen  by  the  nobles  and  burghers  ||.  This 
reign  is  therefore  confidercd  by  the  popular 
party  as  the  aera,  at  which  the  freedcrm  of  the 
conititution  was  permanently  eftablifhed. 
Cafimir  was  engaged  in  feveral  unfuccefsful 
wars,  which  exhaufted  the  royal  treafuresj 
and  as  he  could  not  impofe  any  taxes  without 
the  confentof  the  nation,  he  was  under  the 
neceflity  of  applying  repeatedly  to  the  diet  for 
fubfidies;  almoft  every  fupply  was  accompa- 
nied with  a  lift  of  grievances,  and  produced  a 
diminution  of  prerogative. 

In  Poland,  as  in  all  feudal  governments; 
the  barons,  at  the  head  of  their  vafTals,  are 
bound  to  fight  in  defence  of  the  kingdom: 
before  the  reign  of  Cafimir  IH,  the  king  could 
require  fuch  military,  or,  as  they  were  called, 
feudal  fervices ;  but  this  monarch,  in  com- 
penfation  for  fome  pecuniary  aid,  gave  up 
that  privilege,  and  renounced  §  the  power  he 
fummohing  the  nobles  to  his  ftandard;  he 
likewife  agreed  not  to  enaft  any  laws  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  the  national  diet 

John 

11  Sec  chap.  VIIT.  for  proof  that  the  burghers  were  permitted 
to  fend  reprefentatives. 

§  Quod  nullas  conftllutiones  faceret,  nequc  terrijgenas  ad  bellum 
moveri  mandaret,  abfqiie  conventione  communi  m  fingulis  tcrris 
inftituenda.     Cor^ft.  FoL  v.  I.  p.  i86. 
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John  Albert,  fecond  fon  of  Cafimir,  beiag 
€leded  in  pnefisrence  to  his  elder  brother 
Ladiflaus  king  of  Hungry  and  Bohemia,  af- 
iented  without  hefitation,  as  the  price  of  thig 
partiality,  to  all  the  immunities  extorted  from 
bis  predeceiSftrs ;  and  fwore  to  their  obferv* 
ance  in  a  general  *  diet  held  at  Petri- 
kau,  1496* 

Alexander,  brother  and  fucceiTor  of  fjofaa 
Albert,  declared,  in  1505,  the  following  li- 
mitations of  fovereign  authority  to  be  funda- 
mental laws  of  the  kingdom,  i.  The  king 
cannot  impoie  taxes,  2.  He  cannot  require 
the  feudal  fervices ;  3.  nor  alienate  the  royal 
domains ;  4.  nor  enad  laws ;  5.  nor  coin  mo- 
ney ;  6.  nor  alter  the  procefs  in  the  courts  of 
jufiice. 

Sigifmond  L  fucceeded  Alexander:  oQe 
if*  o£  the  PoHfli  hifiorians,  fpeaking  of  his 
reign,  exclaims  with  much  indignation, 
**  The  king  is  almoft  wholly  deiBtute  of 
^  power ;  he  cannot  procure  any  fubfidy  on 
^  the  mofl  preffing  emergency,  for  carrying 
^  on  war,  or  for  the  portion  of  his  daughters, 
^^  without  increafing  the  privileges  of  the  no«- 
''  bility." 

Notwithftanding,  howevCT,  this  exclama- 
tion, we  cannot  forbear  to  remark,  that  the 
power  of  levying  taxes  at  difcretion  is  the 
moft  dangerous  prerogative  that  can  be  lodged 
in  the  hands  of  a  fovereign,  and  the  mo&  for- 
jnidable  engine  of  delpotic  authority :  the  ac- 

quifition 

*  Prjeclarornm  Baronum  ac  mintiotam  Ae  Hngulis  terris  hic  con- 
greflbrum  umverforum  confilio  ac  voluntate,  &c.  Gonft.  Pol.  v.  L 
p.  294.  t  Oricliovius, 
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quifition  of  it  by  the  monarcbs  of  France 
&ially  fiibveirted  the  liberties  of  that  kingdom ; 
and  it  was  made  the  firft  ohjtA  of  refifbincc 
by  the  aiSS^rtors  of  freedom  in .  our  own 
country. 

If  indeed  we  were  inclined  to  point  out  any 
particular  period,  at  which  the  Polifh  coniii- 
tution  attslined  its  mc^  perfect  ilate,  we 
Oiould  perhaps  fix  on  the  reign  of  Sigifmond  I. 
when  the  perfon  and  property  of  the  fubjeft 
were  iecured  by  ample  provifioos:  and  the 
crown  ftitl  retsuned  confiderable  influence. 
But  the  time  was  arrived,  when  an  inordi- 
nate paiiion  for  liberty  led  the  nobles  to  ren- 
dCT  the  throne  wholly  eledive ;  and  at  each 
election  to  continue  their  encroachments  upon 
the  regal  authority,  until  the  king  was  re- 
duced to  a  m^e  pageant.  The  firft  public 
attempt  towards  eftabliihing  this  favourite 
object  of  tfie  Poles,  a  free  eleftion  c£  the 
king,  was  brought  forward  in  the  reign  of 
Sigifmond  Auguilus,  fon  and  fuccef^r  of 
Sigifmond  I.  who  was  conflrained  in  1550  to 
agree,  that  no  future  king  fhould  fucceed  to 
the  throne,  unlefs  he  was  freely  eleded  by  the 
nation. 

The  death  of  Sigifmond  Auguftus  without 
iflue  gave  efficacy  to  this  conceffion,  which 
might  otberwife  have  been  counteracted  by 
the  popularity  and  influence  attendant  on  a 
claimant  by  hereditary  fucceffion.  For  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  remark,  that,  during  the 
Jaghellon  line,  the  fovereigns  upon  their  ac- 
cc^on,  or  eledion,  although  formally  raifed 
4o  the  throne  by  the  confent  of  the  nation, 

ftiU 
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ftill  rcfted  their  pretenfions  upon  hereditary 
right,  as  well  as  upon  this  confent ;  always 
ftiling  themfelvcs  ieirs  of  the  kingdom  of  Po- 
land, Sigifmond  Auguftus,  in  whom  the  male 
line  of  the  Jaghellon  family  became  e^ctinc^^ 
tv^as  the  laft  who  bore  that  title  -f*. 

IV.  The  fourth  period  begins  upon  the  de- 
mife  of  Sigifmond  Auguftus,  in  1572,  when 
all  title  to  the  crown  from  hereditary  right 
was  formally  abrogated,  and. the  moft  abfo^ 
lute  freedom  of  eleQion  eftablifhed  upon  the 
moft  permanent  bafis.  At  this  aera  a  charter 
of  immunities  was  drawn  up  at  a  general  diet, 
a  ratification  of  which  it  was  determined  tq 
cxaft  from  the  new  fovereign,  prior  to  his 
cledlion.  The  ground-work  of  this  charter, 
termed  in  the  Polifh  law  PaSla  Conventa^  was 
the  whole  body  of  privileges  obtained  from 
Louis  and  his  fucceffors,  with  the  following 
additions :  i .  That  the  king  fhould  be  elec-r 
tive,  and  that  his  fucceffor  fhould  never  be 
appointed  during  his  life.  2.  Tha^t  the  diets, 
the  holding  of  which  depended  folely  upon 
the  will  of  the  kings,  fhouId.be  afTemblcd 
every  two  years.  3.  That  every  J  noble  or 
gentleman  in  the  whole  realm  fhould  have  a 
vote  in  the  diet  of  election.  4.  That,  in  cafe 
the  king  fhould  infringe  the  laws  and  privi-r 
Icges  of  the  nation,  his  fubjeds  fhould  be  ab- 
folved  from  their  oaths  pf  alkgiance.  From 
this  period  the  PaSia  Conventay  occafionally 
enlarged,  have  been  confirmed  by  eyery  fove- 
reign at  his  coronation. 

Henry 

t  Lengnicb,  Jus  Pub.  v.  I.  p.  59.     . 

:  See  I  be  Definition  of  a  Noble,     Ch.  VIIL 
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Henry  of  Valois,  duke  of  Anjou  and  bro- 
ther of  Charles  IX.  King  of  France,  was  the 
iirft  fovereign  who  afcended  the  throne  after 
the  conftitntion  had  been  thus  new-modelled. 
He  fecured  his  eleifJion,  as  well  by  private 
bribes  to  the  nobles,  as  by  a  ftipulation  to 
pay  an  annual  penfiori  to  the  Republic  from 
the  revenues  of  France.  His  example  has 
been  neceflarily  followed  by  each .  fuccceding 
fovereign,  who,  befide  an  unconditional  ra^- 
tificatioh  of  the  Pa6ta  Convent  a  y  has  been  al- 
ways conftrained  to  purchafe  the  crown  by  a 
public  largefs  and  by  private  corruption ;  cir- 
cumftances  which  endear  to  the  Poles  ah  elec^ 
tive  monarchy. 

Under  Stephen  Bathori,  the  regal  power 
was  ftill  further  abridged  by  the  appointment 
of  fixteen  refident  fenators,  chofen  at  each 
diet,  to  attend  the  king,  and  to  give  their 
opinion  in  all  matters  of  importance,  fo  that 
he  could  not  iffue  any  decree  without  their 
confent||.  Another  fatal  blow  was.alfo  given 
to  his  prerogative  in  1578,  by  taking  frotn 
him  the  fupreme  jurifdidion,  or  the  power  of 
judging  in  the  laft  refort  the  caufes  of  the  no- 
bles, excepting  fuch  as  arife  within  a  fmall 
diftance  §  of  the  fovcreign's  place  of  refi- 

dence : 

II  This  appointment  was  made,  in  i«>73»  under  Henry,  but  did 
not  abfolutcly  take  place  till  the  reign  of  Stephen.  Lengnlch,  Jus 
Pub.  V.  I.  p.  344.  II.  44. 

§  The  courts  exercifing  juftice  in  the  king's  name  within  this 
diftrift  are  called  AfTeiToria  Regnl.  Until  the  death  of  John  Sobielki, 
the  kings  judged  frequently  in  perfon,  but  this  ceafed  to  be  the 
cuftom  from  the  time  of  Augullus  II.  and  the  Great  Chancellor  _i^ 

now  exerctfes,  in  his  Majefty's  name,  that  branch  of  royal  prero-  .    * 

gativc. 
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<ienc6 :  it  was  ena^ed,  that  without  the  con- 
tinence of  the  king,  each  palatinate  or  pro- 
vince fhonid  ele€l  in  their  dictines  their  own 
^dges^  who  fhould  form  fupreme  courts  of 
jo£iice>  cailled  Tribunalia  Regni  ^ ;  and  that  in 
theie  courts  the  caufes  of  the  nobles  ihould  be 
iifecided  finally  and  without  appeal;  a  mode 
of  judicature  which  prevails  to  this  day. 

The  turbulent  reign  of  John  Cafimir  was 
marked  by  the  introdudion  of  the  Liberum 
Veto  "f ,  or  the  power  which  each  nuntio 
jclaims  and  exercifes  of  interpofing  a  negativej, 
^nd  in  confequence  of  that  interpofition  of 
breaking  up  the  diet ;  a  privilege  which  the 
fovereign  himfelf  does  not  poffefs,  and  which 
has  contributed  more  than  any  other  innova- 
tion to  deftroy  the  due  balance  of  the  Poliih 
confiitution. 

But  the  king  was  ilill  the  fountain  of  hcv 
nour :  he  conferred  the  principal  dignities  and 
great  offices  of  the  republic ;  «,nd  bellowed 
the  Staroflies^  or  Royal  fiefs,  which  are  held 
duriAg  the  life-time  of  the  poiTeiibr.  Hence 
he  ftill  maintained  great  influence  in  tlie 
^CJOuncils  of  the  nation ;  but  this  laift  folitary 
branch  of  royal  prerogative  was  wreftcd  from 
his  prcfent  Majefty  at  the  eftablifliment  of 
the  Permanent  Council  J. 

Thtis  it  appears,  that,  from  the  time  of 
Louis  to  the  prefent  period,  the  nobles  have 
continued  without  interruption  to  diminifli 
the  regal  authority,  and  to  augment  their 

own 

*  Lcngrtich,  Jus  Pub.  v.  II.  p.  536. 
+  For  an  account  of  the  Liberum  Veto,  fee  chap.  VI. 
t  A  deiineation  of  the  Permanent  Council  in  the  words  of  tbe 
odi<^  which  eftabhihed  it,  is  given  in  chapter  V. 
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own  i^Tibges.  Many  of  the  cohoefliofis 
which  they  obtained  from  the  fovereigns  6f 
the  jaghellon  Uiie>  werb  jtift  aad  retffonable^ 
and  aimed  dniy  at  an  equitable  degree  of  free- 
dom. When^  however,  ah  abfblute  right  to 
difpofe  of  fo  tempting  an  obge^fit  as  the  oroWn 
•gave  them  repeated  opportunities  of  ppefcribing 
unconditional  termis  to  every  cabdidaite  for 
^the  throne,  Aey  Were  no  longer  cc^ tent  with 
ihat  equal  difiributiofi  of  power^  which  is  the 
excellence  c£  a  limited  monarchy  ^  but  aipired 
1^  and  nearly  attained  a  dire^^  iriflocracy  un- 
4er  a  regal  title  and  form. 

»From  this  general  review  df  the  tevolutr- 
ioris  in  the  conftitution  of  Poland,  We  may  ea- 
sily infer,  that,  notwithflanding  their  fb  much 
boafied  liberty,  the  Poles  are  by  no  means 
equally  'frtee.  Indeed  their  hiflorians,  hbw- 
cVar  they  inay  differ  in  othbr  points,  unani- 
mbufly  agree  in  reprobating  their  affixation 
^f  liberty,  the  fhadcw  rather  than  the  reality 
of  fifeedom;  which  is  in  fed  nierefy  a  turbiN 
tent  lyftem  of  Ariftocratic  licentioufnefs^ 
where  a  fel^  ttiembei^  of  the  community  are 
above  the  controul  of  law,  while  the  ihajority 
are  Excluded  from  its  iprotedion.  We  ihould 
iu^pofe,  that,  if  in  any  indance  they  werp 
frec^  it  Would  be  in  the  elcdlion  of  a  king^ 
one  of  their  moft  vaunted  privileges ;  and  yet 
fiiirnilki  addreffes  the  Poles  with  great  truth 
in  the  following  words :  ^^  Turn  over  your 
"  ahhals,  and  you  will  fcarcely  find  a  fingle 
"example  of  a  free  election  |j."     Another 


n  R^olvite  annales  veftro^  vix  ttllum  extitiplum  libjsraB  elefito^ 
nis  invenietis. 
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Polifli  hiftorian  of  great  note,  the  celebrated 
Staniilaus  Lubienflci  bifhop  of  Plotfko,  juftly 
contends  that  the  Poles,  free  as  they  pretend 
•to  be,  are  ablblutely  in  a  ftate  of  flavery,  to 
which  they  have  been  reduced  by  an  inconii'- 
derate  paffion  for  liberty  §. 

In  a  word,  it  is  evident  beyond  the  poifibi*- 
lity  of  doubt,  from  the  hiliory  of  this  country, 
that  the  Poles  were  more  free  at  home,  and 
more  independent  and  flourifhing  abroad, 
when  the  fovereign  had  more  authority, 
when  the  nobles  ailiiled  at  the  diets  without 
the  privilege  of  diflblving  them  5  and  when 
they  fubmitted  themfelves  and  their  peafants 
to  the  jurifdidion  of  the  king.  The  proof  of 
this  affertion  is  founded  on  the  following 
fads. 

•  I.  The  prefent  wretched  flate.  of  the  towns 
-compared  with  their  former  flouriihing  condi*- 
tion,  during  the  reigns  of  the  Jaghellon  fa- 
mily, when  the  burghers  even  poffeffed  a 
right  of  fending  nuntios  to  the  diets  *,  forms 
a  ilrong  contraft  to  their  former  profperity; 
and  attefls  the  melancholy  effeds  of  arifto^ 
cratical  defpotifm. 

11.  The  wretched  condition  and  poverty  of 
the  peafants,  whofe  increafe  of  oppreffion  has 
kept  pace  in  an  equal  proportion  with  the  in- 
creafe of  the  power  of  the  nobles ;  for  when 

the 

§  Ezpendamus  paululuni  ftatum  reipublics :  inconfultus  Ilber* 
tatis  amor  dum  iiclem  leges  ferunty  qui  pomis  obnoxii  fuht,  et  im- 
punitatis  d«(idei^o,  juris,  quo  tot  faeculis  patria  ftetit,  convellufit 
^fundamenta,  nos  eo  redegit  ut  liberi  pejfimo  cuique  ferRniunus,  Nulla 
leguro  reverentia,  nulla  poteftatis  verecundia  :  tantum  quifq'ue  au- 
det,  quantum  habet  virium.  Dudum  jam  agricolas  miferos  aipefo 
fervitutis  jugo' pcefHrnus,  &c.  p.  194* 

*  See  Chap.  VIII. 
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the  king;  loll  his  wei^|kt  kk  the  conilitution^ 
tfiis  moil  numerous  and  ^lfei&Ll  lOrder  of  ibci- 
tty  16A  a  patr<Mi  and  prote£ior. 

III.  A  total  confuuon  introduced  into  the 
adminiflration  of  public  a^airs ;  and  a  ilate 

-of  anarchy^  which  prevents  deliberation,  and 
delays  the  adoption  of  necefTary  meafures 
^ven  in  times  of  the  moft  prefling  emer- 
gency. 

IV.  The  declenfion  of  the  hnportance,  anS 
•cohttadlion  of  the  territories  of  the  republic. 
During  the  reigns  of  the  kings  of  the  Jaghel- 
9on  family,  before  the  nobles  had  acquired  a 
decided  preponderancy  in  the  iiate,  the  king- 
<lom  of  Bolaad  was  far  more  powerful  and 
■extend ve  than  it  is  at  prefeat :  fince  the  chan- 
ges in  the  conflit<utioii,  and  the  introduction 
of  anarchy  faliHy  called  liberty,  the  Poles 
have  not  only  made  «o  conqueft  except  what 
they  have  been  forced  to  relinquifh  ;  but  have 
leen  even  their  origtna:!  territories  gradually 
mouldering  away,  and  at  la&  confiderably  re- 
duced by  the  late  partition.  A  kingdom  with 
more  than  twelve  millions  of  mhabitaxrts,  if 
well  regulated,  would  never  -have  fallen  fo 
eafy  a  prey  to  th^  ambition  of  its  neighbours: 
Its  internal  ftrength^  aflrfted  by  its  natural  alli- 
ances, would  have  been  fiiffiaient  to  have  pro- 
tradied,  if  not  prevented,  its  difmenibermerit. 
Nor  are  the  fatal  effeds  of  the  evils  inherent 
I'n  the  conftitution  yet  fully  exhaufted :  the 
fame  incapacity  of  refifting  the  encroachments 
of  neighbouring  powers,  which  made  the 
Poles  to  tamely  accede  to  the  late  divifion, 
will  render  them  .equally  fitbmiffive,  when- 

VaL.  L  C  ever 
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ever  any  future  claims  fhall  be  urged  by  a 
cambination  of  the  neighbouring  ftates  -,  and 
compel  them  to  acquicfce  under  any  preten- 
lions,  however   chimerical^   or  however  nn- 

juft: ' 

Anarchy,  in  fhort,  and  confufion  are  not 
only  tolerated,  but  are  even  fuppofed  by  the 
nobles,  who  reap  the  benefit  of  thofe  evils,  to 
be  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  fupport  of  the 
conftitution ,  fo  that  there  is  a  proverb,  which 
•implies  that  Poland  fubfifts  by  anarchy.  In 
oppofition  to  this  abfurd  idea,  an  hiftorian, 
whom  I  have  before  mentioned,  advifes  his 
countrymen  no  longer  t6  fufFer  the  republic 
to  be  governed  by  chance,  or  to  fubmit  to 
the  caft  of  the  die  the  adminiftration  of  af- 
fairs, on  which  their  very  exiftence  as  a  na- 
tion depends  *• 

King  Staniilaus  Letzinfei  and  the  Abbe 
Konarlki  are  the  moft  celebrated  of  the  mo- 
dern Poli{h  authors,  who  have  expofed  in  the 
ftrbngeft  colours  the  diforders  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  exorbitancy  of  the  privileges 
poffeiTed  by  the  nobles;  but  what  avail  the 
reprefentations  of  hiftorians  againft  fadions, 
3^-1  inft  a  tumultuous  nobility,  c^r  againft  the 
cabals  of  neighbouring  powers.  '  It  is  hardly 
poffible  to  fuppofe  that  Poland,  without  an 
army,  without  money,  *  without  fortreffes, 
without  refources,  and  without  good  govern- 
ment, the  fource  of  all  the  other  calamities, 

•       --■■■-■     -will 

*  Non  cptKien^neiH  (fays  Sarnilki,  in  the  ftriking  phflage  to'  vJhich 
I  'ril!ndt*cj>  aiid  of  vvhich  it  is  iuipoffible  to  pr-eferve  the  fpiiit  in  a 
trirflarioril  qrs::!©  priidentifTujiouuii  virorimi  confilia  ;  nee  fioatis 
^{\ i^lius  (v/ffi  rempublicam  "regi,  ncc  petmUratis //w^r^^  a/eep  res,  in 
rj'iir^us  vita  et  mors,  Iklus  et  inteiitus,  ad  liiiicn  fedeni.  -   *  " 
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will  ever  emerge  from  her  prefent  fituation : 
her  misfortunes  will  not  only  continue,  but" 
will  gradually  increafe,  notwithftanding  the 
remonftrances  of  a  few  real  patriots  ;  until  by 
flow  progrefs,  or  fome  violent  revolution, 
JPoland  either  fubfides  into  an  hereditary  mo- 
narchy, or  a  well-ordered  republic  \  or,  which 
is  mere  probable,  is  totally  fwallowed  up  ty 
the  neighbouring  powers. 
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C    H    A    P.      II. 

EkBion  of  Staniflaus  Auguflus,— JGT/j  excellent 
regulations  oppofed  by  the  neighbouring  pow- 
ers^— Hijiory  of  the  Dijjidents— their  privi-^ 
leges  abolifijed by  the  diet  of  i^t^.-^Confede- 
racies  in  their  favourfupported  by  the  Em- 
prefs  of  KuSia..''—ReJiored  to  their  rights  by 
the  diet  of  \j 6%. -^Proceedings  of  that  diet^ 
^'-'Rife  of  the  civil  commotions. 

U  PON  the  demife  of  Atiguftus  II.  Stani- 
flaus Auguftus,  fon  of  Count  Pcfniatowfki  the 
friend  and  companion  of  Charles  XII.  wa» 
fupported  in  his  pretenfions  to  the  crown  by 
the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  and  the  King  of  Prul- 
fia  J  their  affiftance,  joined  to  that  of  a  ftrong 
party  among  the  nobles  -v^ho  had  declared  in 
his  favour,  and  aided  by  his  great  perfonal  ac- 
complifliments,  raifed  him  to  the  throne  of 
Poland.     Five  thoufand  Ruffian  troops^  ftati- 

'  .oned  at  a  fmall  diflance  from  the  plain  of 
Vola,  wherein  the  diet  of  election  was  aflem- 
bled,  fecured  good  order  and  overawed  the 
violence  of  the  oppofite  party.  The  pradice 
of  cantonmg  a  body  of  foldiers  near  the  j^ain 
where  the  Polifli  kings  are  elefted,  has  been 
adopted  by  different  foreign  powers  for  near  a 
century ;  a  mode  of  proceeding,  which,  how- 
ever galling  it  may  appear  to  the  licentious 

.  nobility,  prevents  the  effufion  of  blood  that 
formerly  deluged  thefe  popular  afTemblies. 

Staniflaus 


\ 
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Staniflaus  was  in  the  32d  year  of  his  age 
when  he  afcended  the  throne  in  1764,  and 
"feemed  calculated  by  his  virtues  and  abilities 
to  raife  Poland  from  its  deplorable  ftate;  if 
the  defe(3s  of  the  cdnuitution  had  not  fettered 
his  exertions  for  the  public  good.     The  faireft 
Jhopes  were  conceived  of  his  future  reign*,  but 
tliefe  flattering  prefages  at  firft  realifed,  were 
ibon -difappointed  by  the  faiftions  of  a.  turbu- 
lent people,  fomented  by  the  intrigues  of  thie 
neighbouring  powers :  thus  the  reign  of  the 
moft  amiable  among  thePolifli  fovereigns  was 
doomed  to  experience  the  .(dreadful  efFeds  of 
that  exqellive  liberty,  whipji:  j§  almoft  incon- 
fiftcnt  with  theexiileace  of  government.  •  , 

The  firft  afts  of  liis  Majefty's  reign  were 
highly  adapted  to  intrQ4uce  order  and  reg^br- 
rity.into  the  interior  admmiftration,; and  to 
refcue  his  country  from  her  dependence  upon 
foreign  powers.  The  tendency  of  thefe  ex- 
cellent regulations  to  increafc^the  power  and 
confequence  of  Poland  gave,  umbrage  to;  the 
adjacent  ftates ;  and  were  likewife  vigoroufly 
oppofed  by  a  ftrong  party  within  the  kiiigr 
dbm :  at  this  crilis  too  religious  difputes  blend*- 
-ing  themfelves  with  political  cabals,  the  flame 
of  civil  difcord  burft  forth  with  a  violence 
which  had  not  hitherto  raged  even  in  Poland. 

The  body  of  jPolifh  religionifts,  termed 
Difiidents,  make  a  principal  figure  in  the  fub*- 
fequent  commotions ;  their  concerns  being  tl;p 
Veal  or  pretended  objed  of  attention  in  evi^ry 
material  tranfadion.  The  hiftory  of  this 
party  is  thus  flcetchcd  by  the  Polifli  hif- 
iorians. .      .  ;  :  '       '         r..  j 

The 
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The  reformation  made  its  way  into  Poland 
under  Sigifmond  L  who  pef fccutcd  its  follow- 
ers ;  their .  riiimber  however  gaining  ground^ 
,  his  Ion  Sigifmond  Auguftus  *  not  only  indulg- 
ed them  in  the  mpft  liberal  exercife  of  their 
worfliip ;  but  admitted  tltiem  together  with 
the  Greeks,  and  all  othef  fefts  then?  fiibfifting 
in  Poland,  to  a  feat  in  the  diet,  and  to  all  the 
honours  and  priyileges  befbrp  exclufiveiiy  con-r 
fined  to  the  catji^liGSv  Thefe  maxims  of  unli- 
mited toleration  were  fo  generally  adopted 
by  the  nation  at  large,  that  the  members  of 
tlie  diet,  Vhich  ailembled  upon  the  deceaie  of 
Sigifmond  Auguftus,  being  of  different  per(ua- 
lions,  determined  on  a  reciprocal  indulgence  of 
their  refpedive  tenets :  in  order  to  avoid  any 
hateful  diftindions,  they  called  themfelves  inr 
difcriminatply  ^^  diflidents  in  religion-f*,"  a 
phrafc  intimating,  not^  according  to  our  noti- 

ons^ 

.  *.Srgifaiond  Aisgnfiss  gave  fucB  evident  mftrSs^  of  favour  to  tiie 
pime(|taiit  confcflion,  that  be  was  ev«n  fafpe^ed  of  bein^  incline^ 
^0' change  Bis  religion^  *'  ut  ettam  de  ipio  rumor  eflet  ac  ft  avka  ia- 
^  chO%nuntiare  vcHcti"     Lengnich,  Jus  PuU.  tl.  p.  SS4: 

f  This  remarkable  decree  is  as  follows :  *'  Et  quoniaoir  Mot^ 
**  brdihesy  in  noftra  Republ.  non  parum  edb  diflidium  in  cauf^  Re- 
***  ligtonts  ChrifUanac,  occurrendo  ne  ex  hdc  Cauil  inter  homineis 
**  damnofa;  quaedani  fndiiio  priatur,.  mi  in  aliis  Reg^is  dare  vidt^ 
**  mus,  fpondemus  hoe  nobis  invicem,  pro*  nobis  &  fucceilbribus 
**  noftris,  in  perpetuum^  ftib  vinculo  juratnenti,  fide,  honoFc  &  con- 
.*'  fcientils  noftris  quod,  qui  fumus  diffidentts  A  tiUgtam^  paceni 
'*  inter  nos  confervare,  et  propter  divetfiini . (idem,  &  nkutatibnes  in 
"^  eciJeffis,  ianguihem  non  cmindere,  neque  mui tare  pecuniae  in-^ 
*'  ftmiil,  carceribus  &  exllio,  h  fuperidritati  alicui  aut  officio  ad 
*'  aufmodi  proceiTuw  nullo  modo  auxiliuni  dare  :  ()pin  imo,  €  qvb 
*•  ianguinem  efFundere  voluciit,  ex  ifti  cauifa  opponere  nos  omnes 
•*  crimtis  obftrifli,  licet  ctiam  id  alioquin  fub  prartextii  decreti,  au^ 
**  alicujus  proceifus  judiciarii  facere  vpluerit.  a  Radta  Convent} 
*•  Augufti  III."  p.  20. 

We  need  not  be  lurprir^d  at  this  general  fehfe  of  the  diet,  fo 
contrary  to  the  general  principles  of  the  catholics,  when  we  confi*- 


G.  II.        PRESENT  REIGN. 

ons,  ieparatifis  from  an  efiabli(be4  church,  hat 
fiflppjly  perfbas  holduag.  a  divcrfity  of  opjinions 
in  religious  inatters..  It  was  at  the  ijune  tiin^ 
ejQia^e^f.  that  this  cfiiEbrcnce  of  retigiou^  fcntir 
meats  fhould  create  no  difference  i^  qiril 
rights ;  and  accordingly  in  the  Pa&xi  Cotiventif 
formed  by  the  diet,  the  fonowmg  claulie  wgs 
inferted  as  part  of  the  coronation  path  t^ 
be  tendered  tp  the  npw  fovereign.  ^*  I  will 
"  keep  peace  among  the  diflidents  */*  This 
cjanfe  Henry  of  Anjou  fwore  to  obferve,  be- 
£bre  he  was  permitted  to  afcfsnd  t\\^  throne. 

In  procefs  of  time,  however,  the  Roman 
catholics,  having,  under  the  protedion  and 
influence  of  fucceflive  Ibvereigns,  acquired  a 
confjiderable  afcendcncy,  ventured  to  appro- 
priate the  expreffion  of  diffidents  to  all  thofe 
who  diflcntecl  from  the  catholic  religion* 
This  alteration  in  the  ufe  of  the  title  was  at^ 
tej^d^d  at  firft  with  no  incroachments  on  the 
privileges  of  the  other  feds  j  and  the  term 
diifidents,  though  now  conveying  the  idea  of 
a  feparation  from  the  eftablifhed  worfliip,  was 

not 

der  that  the  catholfc  nuntios  were  inferior  in  number  to  thofe  of 
the  other  perfuaiions,  fo  that  the  former  were  welf  fatisfied  to  ob- 
tain ah  e^Maiicy  with  the  others.  The  proteftant  party  in  the 
nation  was  at  this  period  fo  ftrong,  that  it  was  even  taken  inta 
confTderation  to  ele£l  for  their  king  a  Polifh  nobleman,  who  had 
embraced  the  reformed  celigion.  **  Cum  in  fenatu  fi  non  majorem* 
"  pareni  tamen  catholicis  partem  efHcerent,  inter  e<|uites  autent 
'*  praevalerent."  Lengnich,  j[us  Pub.  v.  II.  p.  555.  See  alfo  Lind's 
Letters  on  the  State  of  Poland,  p.  82. 

•  "  Pacem  inter  diflidenies  lervabo.^  Henry*  who  objedled^ 
to  this  tiniverfa]  toleration,  tried  to  withhold  his  confent ;  upon 
which  one  of  the  Poii/h  envoys  cried  out,  "  Unlefs  your  Majefty 
•*  confirms  this  article,  you  cannot  be  king  of  Poland,**  nHi  earn 
conditionem  apprpbaueni,  Reaf;  Polonise  non  eris.  Pac.  Con.  Aug. 
lU.  p.  lo. 
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not  yet  regarded  in  an  obnoxious  light.  The 
diflidents  indeed  ftill  continued  in  fuch  tin- 
qiieftioned  pofleffion  of  all  rights  civil  and 
religious,  that,  when  it  \;<ras  agreed  by  both 
catholics  and  proteftants  to  perfecute  the  Ari- 
ans,  it  was  thought  neceflary,  prior  to  their 
perfecution,  to  expel  them  from  the  body  of 
diflidents.  In  confeqilence  of  thjs  exclnfion, 
the  Arians,  in  the  reign  of  John  Cafimir,  were 
firft  rendered  incapable  of  being  eleded  nun- 
tios,  afterwards  deprived  of  their  places  of 
worfhip,  and  finally  baiiifhed  from  Poland  -f-.- 
.  This  persecution  of  the  Ariaris,  inadvertent- 
ly aflented  to  by  the  proteftants  land  Greeks, 
was  only  a  prelude  to  that  which  they  in 
their  turn  fuirered  from  the  catholics :  for,  as 
the  catholic  party  became  the  moft  powerful, 
the  term  diflidents,  now  confined  only,  to  per- 
fpns  profefling  the  proteftant*  and  Greek  reli- 
gions, began  to  grow  of  a  lefs .  inoffenfi ve  im- 
port, and  to  convey  an  idea  of  non-conformity. 

The 

•    f-  The  following  quotations  from  Lergnlch  prove  the  truth  of 
thefe  h&s : 

**  Credebant  Ariani  le  ad  diflidentes  pertinere,  verum  neque  diC" 
fidentes  illos  in  eorum  numero  efle  voluerunt. 

**  Poft  mortem  Uladiflai  IV.  catholicideclarabant,  non  efle  dif- 
fidentes  nlfi  qui  triunum  Deum  colerent. 

**  In  comitiis  1658,  rex  nuniium,  quia  feftae  Arlanorum  erat,  ad 
•*  manus  ofculum  admiltere  nolebat;  &  nuniii  inter  fe  conftituebant, 
**  ne  ipforum  conclavi  Arianis  locus  eflet.*'  Jus  Pub,  II.  567 
&  feq. 

For  the  extirpation  of  the  ArJan  fe£l,John  Cafimir  was  dignified 
hy  the  Pope  with  the  title  of  orthodox,  as  if  orthodoxy  confilled  in 
perfecution. 

Tantaenat  animis  casleftibus  irse  f 

*  Namely,  the  Lutherans  and  Calvinifts  5  all  other  proteflant 
fedts,  the  Memnonite$»  anabaptifts,  andquakers,  being  not  included 
among  thedilTidents ;  and  the  perfecutlng  laws  ena£ted  againft  the 
Arians  are  in  full  force  againft  them.  Fac.  Con.  Attg.  III.  p. 
ft8,  29. 


$ 
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The  fe^^ries  diftinguiflied  by  the  appella- 
tion of  diflidentsi  perceiving  the  intention  off 
the  catholics   to   tindermine  their  privileges, 
flipnlated  and  obtained,  that  they  mould  not 
be  blended  with  the  Arians,  or  fall  under  the 
penal  laws  enabled  againft  that   fed.     But 
thefe  promifes  were   infenfibly  eluded^  their 
privileges  were  gradually  diminifhed ;  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  years  they  were  fubjeftcd  to 
a  variety  of  difqualifications,  and  at  length,  in 
1733,  formerly  incapacitated  from  fitting  in 
the   diet  +.     An  old   law   of    Ladiflaus   IL 
2lgainft  heretics;  as  wen  as  the  penalties  level- 
led^againft  the  Arians,  were  revived,  and  occa- 
fionally  ptit  m  force  againft  the.diflidents* 
'    Thefe  continued  pcrfecutions  greatly  dimi- 
hifhdd^  the  number  of  diffident^,,  and  rendered 
of  courfe  their  remonftrances  ineffedual.  The 
Catholics,  who  now  took,  tlje  lead  in  the  diet, 
went  fo  farias'to  declare  it  high  treafon  in  the 
dfffidents  to  feek  the  reftoration  of  their  imr 
munities  by  the  i.nterceffion  of  foreign  pow-  ^ 
crs;  although  many  of  thefe  foreign  powers- 
were  guarantees  to  the  treaty  of  Oliva,  in 
which  it  Was  ftipulated,  that  the  rights  of  the 
diffideilts  iHoruld  be  maintained  in  their  full 
latitude*. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  diflidents  at 
the  acceflion  of  his  prefent  majefty ;  who, 
though  hirtifelf  ftrongly  inclined  to  toleration, 
was  yet  obliged  to  concur  with  the  general 
fenfe  of  the  diet  5  and  to  confirm  in  their  full 

extent 

* 

t  I>engnich,  Hitl,  Pol^  p,  ^76. 

^  For  ihc  account  of  the  Diflidents,  fee  Lengnich,  -Fac.  Con. 
Aug,  li!,  jf,— 30,  and  Jus  Pub),  fpaifirw* 
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extent  all  the  laws  which  had  been  pHTomiil** 
gated  againil  them.  The  dii^idents  applied 
to  the  courts  of  London,  Peterfbqrg,  Berlioi 
and  Copenhagen,  as  the  mediating  powers  in 
the  treaty  of  Oliva  ^  who  warmly  fupported 
their  caufe,  and  prefented  memprials  to  the 
enfuing  diet,  demanding  a  reftoration  x^ot 
only  of  their  religious  eftabliihments,  but  alfo 
of  all  their  ancient  privileges  fecured  to  them 
by  the  abovementioned  treaty.  The  diet  of 
1766,  however,  was  not  of  a  temper  to  accede 
to  thefe  propofals. 

The  enemies  of  toleration  contended,  that 
the  privileges  alluded  to  were  become  obfp- 
iete,  having  been  repeatedly  aboliihed  in  vari- 
ous diets ;  and  that  the  di^dents  had  no  well- 
founded  claim  either  to  the  reftitution  of  their 
civil  immunities,  or  to  the  toleratiop  of  their 
worfhip:  the  biftiop  of  Cracow,  the  moft 
bigotted  of  the  catholics,  even  propofed  a  law 
againft  all  whoihould  abet  the  oppqfite  party. 
Violent  altercations  arofe  in  the  affembly, 
when  the  PruiBan  and  Ruifian  memorials 
were  read ;  and  as  an  immediate  tumult  was 
apprehended,  the  king  retired  from  the  diet 
without  proroguing  it,  as  ufual,  to  the  follow- 
ing day.  The  primate  like  wife  refufed  to 
continue  the  fitting,  and  the  members  fepa- 
rated  in  great  diforder.  On  the  fubfequent 
day  the  fpirit  of  intolerance  was  in  no  degree 
abated  5  the  moderate  party  was  over-ruled, 
^nd  the  ads  againft  the  diffidents  were  con- 
firmed without  referve.  But,  in  order  to  con- 
ciliate the  mediating  powers,  the  bench  of 
bifhops,by  command  of  the  diet,- drew  up  nine 

articles 
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articles  in  fkvonr  of  the  diflidents^  relative 
to  the  free  eiercife  of  their  worfliip.     Thefe 
cofitcfiions  not  being  thought  fnTO:iently  fa- 
vourable, "While  the  exceptionable  laws  re- 
mained unrepealed,  the  Empfefs  of  Ruliiat 
fecfionfbated  againft  the  ptocecdings  of  the 
diet  5  and  the  diflidents  began  to  form  confe- 
deracies  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
Tfaey  were  joinedf  by  many  difcontented  ca- 
tholics, and  alfifted  by  a  large  body  of  Ruffian 
tfOops,  who  entered  Thorn,  where  the  firft 
and  principal  confederacy  took  its  rife.     All 
the    mediating  powers,  Great-Britain,  Den- 
mark, Pruffia,  and  Sweden,  teftified  their  ap- 
probation of  thefe  confederacies.      The  dif- 
putes  foon  began  to  embrace  other  objeds  be- 
lide  religion ;  political  grievances  were  like- 
wife  brought  forward ;  and  feveral  confede- 
racies ftafted  up  in  different  parts  of  the  king- 
dom among  the  catholic  nobles;  all  of  whom 
affedled  to  be  advocates  for  toleration,  and 
declared  their  intentions   of  fupporting  the 
caufe  of  the  diffidents.     Prince  Radzivil,  who 
had  fignalized  himfelf  in  oppofing  the  king's 
election,  was  appointed  marfhal  to  all   the 
catholic  confcderacies,unitcd  inone  formidable 
aflbciation  under  the  appellation  of  malecon- 
tents.     The  coalition  of  this  catholic  confede- 
racy, with  that  of  the  diffidents,  foon  after 
took  place  in  the  palace  of  prince  Radzivil  at 
Wariaw.    Mean  while  the  king  convoked  an 
extraordinary  diet,  as  the  only  probable  means 
to  prevent  a  civil  war,  and  to  appeafe  the 
Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  whofe  troops  were  ad- 
wafiioed  wiihin  a  fmall  diftance  of  Warfaw. 

The 
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The  diet,  however,  which  was  fummoned  for 
the  porpofe  of  reconciling  the  oppofite  par-* 
ties,  failed  in  producing  the  intended  efFed : 
the  bifliop  of  Cracow  and  his  partifans  in- 
veighed with  fuch  bitternefs  againft  the  pre- 
teniions  of  the  diffidents  and  againft  the 
interference  of  foreign  powers ;  that  he,  to^ 
gether  with  the  bimop  of  Kiof  and  a  few 
others,  the  moft  violent  of  their  party,  were 
arretted  in  the  night  by  a  corps  of  Ruffian 
troops,  and  fent,  without  further  trial,  to 
Ruflia,  where  they  experienced  a  rigorous 
imprifonment  \  ■  ' 

The 

♦  The  bifliQp  of  Cracow  and  his  alTociates  were  arrefted  on 
the  15th  of  Oftober,  1767  ;  they  were  detained  in  piifon  above 
liife  years,  not  being  releafed  before  the  beginning  of  I773,- 
They  were  firft  connned  at  Smolenfko,  and  afterwards  at  Ka- 
luga. The  following  cxtraOs  from  fome  manufcript  letters  in' 
my  pofieiHon  give  fouie  account  of  their  iuiprifonnient,  and  of  ^he 
bifhop's  return  : 

*•  At  firft  their  confinement  was  very  rigorous,  and  particularfy 
in  their  journey  to  Smolenlko  ;  for  although  they  were  conduftr . 
ed  together,  and  ;hen  imprifoned  at  the  fame  place,  yet  they 
were  never  permitted  to  fee  each  other  during  the  firft  fix 
•*  months^  Afterwards  they  were  lefs  ligoroufly  treated*  They 
**  were  removed  from  Smolenlko  on  fufpicion  of  a  correfpondence 
**  between  the  bifliop  of  Cracow  and  his  partifans  in  Lithuania  i 
and  although  this  fufpicion  was  not  founded,  yet  it  occafionedh 
the  refo^ution  adopted  by  the  court  of  Peteriburg  to  tranfporl 
them  to  Kaluga."  Warfaw,  15  February,  1773.  **  The  bi- 
fliop of  .Cracow  is  already  arrived  :  he  had  difpatched  an  ex- 
♦•  prefs  from  Minft  to  the  Great  Chancellor  of  the,  crown  jo  an- 
*-*  i)ounce  his  return  on  the  i4th^  The  exprefs  came  onThurfday 
**  afternoon,  and  was  followed  by  another  the  next  day  with  the 
**  news,  that  the  bifhop  himfelf  was  on  his  rowte  ;  and  in  elFedi ' 
•*■  he  arrived  at  five  in  the  afternoon.  In.  the  fuburbs  of  Praga, 
V  being  met  by  the  pope's  nuntio,  together  with  the  bifliops  of 
**  Cujavia  and  Pofnania,  he  quitted  his  own  carriage,  and  got  into^ 
•*  that  of  the  bifliop  of  Pofnania,  into,  whofe  pah 


ace  he  alighted  ai 
*  Warfaw.     He  was  accompanied  by  perfons  of  the  firft  diftindi- 
on,  and  followed  by  a  crowd  of  people,  huzzaing  as  he  palled 
•«•  theftreets;  feu:  c  out  of  affection,  others  from  imitalion,  orex- 

«  cited 


<■« 
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The  diet  intimidated  by  the  fate  of  their 
leading  members,  and  being  no  longer  in- 
flamed by  their  eloquence,  appointed,  though 
not  without  fome  altercation  and  tumult,  a 
grai]d  committee  to  adjuft  the  affairs  of  the 
diflidents  in  conjundion  with  the  mediating 
powers,    and   then  broke  up.      This    grand 

committee 

**  cired  by  fecret  emiilaries.  The  doors  of  the  palare  being  open 
**  to  all  who  chofe  to  cnipr,  the  apartments  were  iiKUiediateljj  fill- 
**  ed  with  perlons  of  all  ranJcs,  bifhops»  fenators,  niinifteis  an^ 
*•  officers  of  ftate,  ncbles,  priefts,  citizens,  together  with  the  low- 
**  eftofth.e  populace,  and  even  beggars,  all  huddled  together  peH- 
**  uiell,  eager  to  behold,  lillen  to«  and  applaud  the  bi(hop,  who 
*•  had  fo  unexpedledly  niade  his  appearance.  He  fpoke  for  a  con- 
•*  fiderable  time,  and  lelated  the  hiftorj  of  his  impriionment,  which 
•*  he  affured  ihen^  had  not  uiade  any  alteration  in  his  fentimcrts  of 
**  religion  and  liberty.  *  I  have  been  twice/  ad^ied  he,  *  arretted 
•*  by  the  Rufnaiis,  the  firft  time  with  the  primate  Potolki,  the  (e- 
**  cond  at  my  l^te  conhncqieiit,  and  perhaps  I  may  yet  be  cafl  intti 
**  prifon  a  thitd  time.* 

**  He  propofes  to  retire  In  a  fliort  time  to  his  dioccfe,  and  It  is 
V  reported  that  he  intends  t6  foibid  the  priefts  from  wearing  wigs 
'*  and  ruffles  :  he  himfelf  wears  neither.  His  hair  is  gro^yn  gre/ 
**  (ince  his  confinement,  and  he  looks  confiderably  older :  he  co- 
•*  vers  his  head  with  a  red  cap  which  he  made  himfelf^ 

**  Yefterday  he  had  an  audience  of  the  king,  with  whom  he  rc- 
"  niained  a  full  hour,  namely,  from^  ^leven  to  twelve.  He  ad- 
**  drefled  his  majefty  with  great  decency  and  refpeft  ;  and,  among 
"  other  things,  begged  pardon,  if,  before  his  aireft,  he  had  ex*^ 
•*  prefTed  himfelf  either  in  a  manner  or  in  terms  which  were  dif- 
'*  pleaTing,  afluring  him  at  the  fame  time  of  his  attachment,  fide- 
"  lily,  and  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  his  king,  and  the  good*  of  bis 
"  country.  After  the  audience  he  attended  mafs,  and  prefented 
"  his  majefty  with  the  New  Teftament,  acquitting  himfelf  of  that 
**  ceremony  with  propriety  and  decormrf. 
**  The  biihop  of  Kiof  having  feparated  from  ihe  bifliop  of  Cra- 
cow on  the  other  fide  of  Minlk,  will  not  be  here  for  fome  time* 
**  The  palatine  of  Cracow  and  his  fon  continue  between  Smolenfko 
**  and  Kaluga,  the  place  of  th^ir  confinement,  in  order  to  attend  up- 
*'  onColontI  Bachmatou,  their  condudlor,  who  was  taken  ill  upon 
••  their  journey.  The  palatine,  willing  to  repay  with  gratitude 
**  and  humanity  the  attention  which  he  received  from  the  colonel 
**  during  his  confinement,  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  quit  him 
*•  in  his  illnefs ;  and  has  he  has  fome  knowledge  ot  phylic,  he  is  ia 
"  hopes  of  completing  his  cure." 
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committee  cxpfclTed  the  irioft  favourable  diC- 
pofition  towards  the  diflidents^  and  propofed 
that  all  the  laws  enaded  againft  them  fhould 
be  repealed,  and  their  antient  privileges  re- 
ifored.  Thefe  refolutions  bctiig  laid  before 
the  extraordinary  diet,  which  was  convened 
the  beginning  of  the  following  year,  1768, 
were  ratified  almoft  without  oppoution.  This 
ready  and  unanimous  acquiefcence  of  the 
diet  in  regulations,  totaHy  repugnant  to  the 
fentiments  of  the  majority,  "can  only  be  ac- 
counted for  by  the  dread  of  the  Ruflian  troops 
quartered  in  Warfaw,  and  the  influence  d 
bribes  judicioufly  diftributed  by  the  Ruflian 
minifler.  The  operation  of  the  fame  caufcs 
rendered  the  diet  equally  compliant  in  other 
particulars;  and  induced  them  to  eflablifh 
fevcral  *  civil  regulations,  tending  to  perpe- 
tuate the  defers  of  the  conflitution,  and 
which  had  no  other  recommendation  except 
their  fubfcrviency  to  the  Ruflian  deflgns  upon 
Poland. 

The  nation  at  large  feemcd  at  this  junc- 
ture to  have  caught  the  fubmiflive  fpirit  of 
the  diet;  and  received  the  new  edids  with 
every  fymptom  of  cordiality.  Poland  feemed 
to  enjoy  for  a  moment  an  univcrfal  tranquil- 
lity ^  but  it  was  that  fuUen  tranquillity  which 

precedes 

♦  Thefe  regulations,  which  relpe^t  chiefly  the  eftablifhing  in 
perpetuity  of  the  eleftive  monarchy,  of  the  Liberum  Veto,  and  of 
uhiiiiitnity  in  all  oiatters  of  (Ute,  are  all  detailed  in  the  articles  of  the 
diet  of  1768,  publifhed  at  Warfaw  :  the  principal  claufes  are  the 
fame  as  are  mentioned  in  the  fourth  chapter  of  this  book  relatively 
the  changes  made  in  the  conftitution  in  1775  ;  the  reader  will  f\ad 
them  amply  mentioned  and  accompanied  with  fome  judicious  re- 
{narks»  in  Liod's  Prefeat  Sute  of  Poland^  Letter  III. 
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precedes  a  tempeft  and  announces  to  the  in- 
telligent obferver  the  riioft  violent  commo- 
tions. 

During  thefe  tranfadions,'  the  king,  with- 
out influence,  and  confequently  without  a 
fhadow  of  authority,  was  one  while  hurried 
down  the  popular  current ;  and  the  next  mo- 
ment forced  by  the  mediating  powers  to  ac- 
cede to  all  the  conditions  which  they  laid  be- 
fore him :  a  wretched  fit  nation  for  a  prince  of 
his  fpirit  and  magnanimity,  and  below  which 
it  is.  fcarcely  poffible  for  any  fovereign  to  be 

"reduced.  But  more  grievous  fcenes  ytt 
awaited  the .  unfortunate  monarch  j  he  was, 
doomed  to  behold  his  country  torn  to  pieces 
by  the  moft  dreadful  of  all  calamities,  a  reli- 
gious war  i  to  be  frequently  deprived  almoil 
of  common  .neceflarjes;  and  to  be  indebted 
for  his  very  fubfiftence  to  the  voluntary  con- 
tributions of  his '  frfends  \  to  be  little  better 
than  a  ftate  prifoner  in  his  capital ;  to  be  car- 
ried off  and  nearly  aflafllnated;  to  fee  hjs 
faireft  provinces  wrefted  from  him  •,  and,  fi- 
nally, to  depend,  for  his  own  fecurity  and 
that  of  his  fubjeds,  upon  the  protedion  of 
thofe  very  powers,  who  had  difmcmberedhis 
empire. 

The  Polilh  malecontents  could  certainly  al- 
lege fome  very   plaufible    caufes  of  diffatis- 

'  fadion.  The  ja^s  palTed  at  the  laft  diet  bfcire 
a  greater  refemblance  to' the  abfolute  man- 
dates of  a  Ruflian  viceroy,  than  to  tharefolu- 
tions  of  a  free  aflembly,. 

The  outrage  committed  upbn  the  bifhop  of 

Cracow  and  his  adherents  entirely  fubverted 

Vol.  I.  D  all 
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all  liberty  of  debate.  While  the  authoritative 
manner,  in  which  the  mediating  powers  of 
Berlin  and  Peterfburgh  ftill  continued  to  in- 
terfere in  the  afFaifs  of  l^olaiid,  threatened  a 
more  grievous  Aibje(flioh.  Thefe  fpecious 
grounds  of  difguft,  joined  to  an  ill-timed  fpi- 
rit  of  ^  difcontent  which  had  gone  forth 
throughout  the  natibil  againfl  the  king,  dc- 
cafioned  the  iiiteflihe  commotions  that  loon 
reduced  Poland  to  the  moft  dreadful  ftate  of 
defolation. 

The  diet  had  nbt  lorig  been  diflblved,  be- 
fore the  ihdtilgencieis  granted  to  the  diflidents 
firft  excited  a  gehetal  difcontent  among  the 
Roman  catholic  party :  fevetal  confederacies 
made  their  appearance  towards  the  frontiers 
of  the  Turkim  empire  in  defenfce  of  the  facrcd 
catholic  faith;  they  carried  ftandards  before 
them  highly  calculated  to  inflame  the  zeal  of 
the  populace  ;  upon  fome  of  thef*e  ftandards 
images  of  the  Virgin  Mary  and  the  infant 
Jefiis  were  delineated ;  upon  others  the  fpread 
eagle  df "  Poland,  With  the  mottos  **  Cdnqueft 
or  Death,''  "  Fof  religion  ahd  liberty^."  Some 
banners  bore  as  a  device  a  red  ctofs,  under 
which  was  infcribed  "  the  fymbol  of  vidory.** 
The  private  foldiers  of  the  confederacy,  like 
the  crufaders  of  old,  wore  a  crofs  interwoven 
in  their  clothes.  One  party  of  thefe  infur- 
jcnts  feiied  upon  the  foftreils  of  Bar  in  Podo- 
lia,  and  another  got  pofleflion  of  Cracow. 
The  royal  troops  who  were  fent  againft  them, 
were  either  routed  or  prevailed  upon  to  join 

them. 

♦  Aut  vincere  aut  mori.— ^Pro  religions  ct  Itbertate. 
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them.  In  this  dreadful  crifis  of  affairs  the 
fenate  petitioned  the  embaffador  from  the 
court  of  Peterfburg  not  to  withdraw  the 
Ruilian  troops  from  the  kingdom^  as  they  af-- 
forded  the  only  lecurity  againft  the  confede- 
rates :  the  requeft  was  readily  complied  with, 
and  Poland  becaifie  a  icene  of  bloodfhed  and 
devaftation.  In  the  various  conflids  between 
the  two  parties,  the  fuperiority  of  Ruffian 
difcipline  generally  prevailed.  The  confede- 
rates, however,  at  firft  fecretly  encouraged 
by  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  afliffed  by  the  Turks, 
and  fupplied  with  money  and  officers  by  the 
French,  were  able  to  protrad.  hoffilities  from 
the  diflblution  of  the  diet  in  I768>  to  the  di- 
vifion  of  Poland  in  1772.  To  enter  into  a 
detail  of  military  operations  falls  not  within 
the  delign  of  this  work.  From  the  various 
ads  of  cruelty  and  revenge  which  diffinguiffi 
and  difgrace  this  part  of  the  Polifti  hiftory,  I 
Ihall  feled  only  one  event  too  remarkable  to 
be  omitted;  I  allude  to  the  attempt  made  by 
the  confederates  to  aflaflinate  the  king. 

The  following  circumftantial  account  of 
this  lingular  occurrence  was  communicated 
to  me  by  my  ingenious  friend  Nathaniel 
Wraxal,  Efq;  whofe  name  is  well  known  in 
the  literary  world ;  and  who,  during  his  rcfi- 
dence  at  Warfaw,  obtained  the  moft  authen- 
tic information  upon  fo  interefting  a  tranfac- 
tion:  as  he  has  obligingly  permitted  me  to 
enrich  ray  work  with  this  narration,  I  am 
happy  to  lay  it  before  the  reader  in  his  own 
words.  • 

D  2  CHAR 
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CHAP.      III. 

0 

Attempt  to  ajjajjinate  the  king  of  Poland. — His 
majejiy  attacked  by  the  confptrators  in  the 
Jireets  of  JVarfaWy  noounded^  and  carried  off. 
-"^His  adventures  and  miraculous  efcape. — 
Return  to  IVarJaw.* — Account  and  fate  of 
the  principal  confpirators. 

""  In  the  midft  of  thefe  turbulent  and  dif- 
*^  allrous  fcenes,  the  confederates  (who  ever 
confidered  the  king  as  unlawfully  eleded, 
and  who  imputed  to. his  fatal  elevation  and 
diredion,  or  approbation,  all  the  various  ills 
under  which  the  kingdom  groaned  from  the 
Ruflian  oppreflion)  planned  and  executed 
one  of  the  moft  daring  qnterprizes  of  which 
*'  modern  hiftory  makes,  mention.  I  mean 
the  attempt  to  aflaffinate  the  king.  It 
is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  in  an  age 
fb  humanifed,  fo  free  from  the  enormous 
**  and  .flagitious  crimes  common  in  barbarous 
"  centuries,  fo  enlightened  as  is  the  prefent, 
\^  this  is  the  third  attempt  on  a  crowned  head 
in  my  remembrance.  Louis  XV.  Jofeph  I. 
of  Portugal,  and  Staniflaus  Auguftus,  all 
narrowly  efcaped  aflaflination.  As  the  at- 
tempt on  his  Pplifli  majefty  was  perhaps  the 
?^  moft  atrocious,  and  his  elcape  certainly  the 
moft  extraordinary  and  incredible  of  the 
three,  I  fhall  be  as  minute  as  poflible  in  the 
'^  enumeration  of  all  the  principal  circum- 
"  ftances;  which  led  to,  and  which  attended 
**  this  remarkable  event, 

«  APolifh 
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"  A  Polifh  nobleman,  named  Pulalki,  a 
general  in  the  army  of  the  confederates, 
was  the  peribn  who  planned  the  atrocious 
entcrprize ;  and  the  confpirators  who  carried 
it  into  execution  were  about  forty  in  number, 
"  and  were  headed  by  three  chiefs,  named 
"  Lukawiki,  Strawenflci,  and  Kofiniki.  Thefe 
*^  three  chiefs  had  been  engaged  and  hired  to 
"  that  purpofe  by  Pulafki,  who  in  the  town 
"  of  Czetfchokow  in  Great  Poland  obliged 
"  them  to  fwear  in  the  moft  folemn  manner 
"  by  placing  their  hands  between  his,  either 
"  to  deliver  the  king  alive  into  his  hands,  or, 
"  in  cafe  that  was  impofllble,  to  put  him  to 
*'  death.  The  three  chiefs  cbofe  thirty-feven 
"  perfons  to  accompany  them.  On  the  2d  of 
"  November,  about  a  month  after  they  had 
"  quitted  Czeftochow,  they  obtained  admif- 
"  fion  into  Warfaw  unfufpedted  or  undifco- 
"  vered  by  the  following  ftratagem.  They 
"  difguifed  themfelves  as  peafants  who 
"  came  to  fell  hay,  and  artfully  conceal- 
"  ed  their  faddles,  arms,,  and  cloaths  under  the 
"  loads  of  hay  which  they  brought  in  wag- 
"  gons,  the  more  efFedually  tq  efcape  de- 
"  teaion. 

"  On  Sunday  night,  the  3d  of  September, 
"  1771,  a  few  of  thefe  confpirators  remained 
"  in  the  fkirts  of  the  town  j  apd  the  others 
"  repaired  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  the 
'^  ftreet  of  the  Capuchins,  where  his  majefty 
"  was  expeded  to  pafs  by  about  his  ufual 
^^  hour  of  returning  to  the  palace.  The  king 
"  had  been  to  vifit  his  uncle  prince  Zartori- 
"  Iki,  grand  chancellor  of  Lithuania,  and  was, 

"  at 
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"  at  his  return  from  thence  to  the  palace  be- 
^f  tween  nine  and  ten  o'clock.     He  was  in  a 
*^  coach,  accompanied  by  at  leaft  fifteen  or 
"  fixteen  attendants,  befide  an  aid-de-camp 
*^  in  the  carriage :  fcarce  was  he  at  the  dif- 
*^  tance  of  two  hundred  paces  from  prince 
Czartorifki's  palace,  when  he  was  attacked 
by  the  confpirators,  who  commanded  the 
coachman  to  flop  on  pain  of  inftant  death. 
They  fired  feveral  fhot  into  the  carriage,  one 
^^  of  which  paflTed  through  the  body  of    a 
"  heyduc,  who    endeavoured  to   defend  his 
"  mafter  from  the  violence  of  the  afilaflins. 
"  Almofl:  all  the  other  perfons  *  who  preceded 
and  accompanied  his  majefty  were  difperf- 
ed;  the  aid-de-camp  abandoned  him  and 
attempted   to    conceal    himfelf   by   flight. 
Mean  while  the  king  had  opened  the  door 
of  his  carriage  with  the  defign  of  effcding 
his    efcape    under    fhelter  of    the    night, 
which  was  extremely  dark.     He  had  even 
"  alighted,  when  the  afiTaffins  feized  him  by 
the  hair,  exclaiming  in  Polifh  with  horrible 
execrations,  ^  We  have  thee  now ;  thy  hour 
"  is  come/     One  of  them  difcharged  a  piftol 
*^  at  him  fo  very  near,  that  he  felt  the  heat  of 
"  the  flafh  ;  while  another  cut  him  acrofs  the 
^^  head  with  his  fabre,  which  penetrated  to 
"  the  bone.     They  then  laid  hold  of  his  ma- 

*  "  It  is  incredible  that  fuch  a  number  of  perfons  as  were  with 
**  his  Polifh  majefty  on  ihat  memorable  night  iViould  all  fo  bafely 
"  abandon  him,  except  the  tingle  heyduc  who  was  killed,  and 
**  w'^o  fo  bravely  defended  his  mafter.  This  man  v/as  a  pro^ 
**  teftant  5  he  was  not  killed  on  the  fpot,  but  expired  next  morn- 
*•  ing  6f  his  wounds.  The  king  allows  a  penfion  to  his  wrdow 
**  and  children,'* 
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jeily  by  the  collar,  and  mounting  on  horfe- 
back,  dragged  him  along  the  ground  be- 
tween their  horfcs  at  fi;ill  gallop  for  near 
*^  five  hiindred  paces  through  the  ftr?et^  of 
Warfaw  -f-. 

All  was  confufioi^  and  difprder  during 
this  time  at  the  p^alace,  where  the  attend- 
"  ants  who  had  deferted  their  mailer  had 
"  fpread  the  alarm.  The  fqot-guards  ran 
immediately  to  the  fpot  from  whence  the 
king  had  been  conveyed,  but  they  found 
**•  only  his  hat  all  bloody,*  and  his  bag:  this 
^^  increafed  their  apprehenfions  for  his  life. 
^*  TheV^l^P^^  ?^ty  was  in  an  uproar.  The  affaf- 
^f:  fins  profited  of  the  univerfal  confufion, 
^^  terror,  and  confternation,  to  bear  away  their 
prize.  Finding  however  that  he  was  inc^* 
pable  of  following  them  on  foot,  and  that  he. 
had  already  almoft  loft  his  refpiration  from 
^^  tlie  violence  with  which  they  had  dragged 
"  him,  they  fet  him  on  horfeback ;  and  tnein 
"  redoubled  their  fpeed  for  fear  of  being  over- 
^*  taken.  When  th?y  came  to  the  ditch 
^5  which    fuirounds   Warfaw,  they    obliged. 

^v.  him, 

f;  "  It  is  aftonifliing,  that,  in  the  number  ofballs  wbi(:h  paiTcd 
**  through  the  carriage^  that  not  one  iliould  hurt  or  wovnd  tbe^ 
**  king.     Several  went  through    his  pelijje^  or   fur  great:Coat.     I 
"  have  feen  this  cloak,  and  the  holes  made  in  it  by  the  piftol  bul- 
**  lets.     Every  part  of  the  cloatbsL  which  hii|  majefty  wore  on  that 
*V  night  are  carefully  prefer ved.     It  is  no  lefs  wonderful,  that 
^  when  the  aflaffins  had  feized  on  the  kingj  they  ihoiiid  carry  hiui 
"  through  fuch  a  number  of  ftreets  vrithout  being  Hopped.     A 
"Ruffian  centinel  did  hail  them  ;  but,  as  they  ianfvvered  in  Rullisu), 
•*.  he  allowed  them  to  pafs,  imagining  them  to  be  a  patrole  of  his 
"  nation.     This  happened^at  fome  diftancc  from  the  place  wher<y 
"  they  bad  carried  off  the  king.    The  night  was  befides  exceeding- 
**  ly  dark,  and  Warfaw  has  no  lamps.      All    thefe  circuisftaDccs 
**  coniribuiq  to  accovnl  for,  this  extraordinary  event." 
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"  him  to  leap  his  horfe  over.  In  the  attempt 
"  the  horfe  fell  twice,,  and  at  the  fecond  fall 
"  broke  its  leg.  They  then  mounted  his 
"  majefty  upon  another,  all  covered  as  he  was 
"  with  dirt.        - 

"  The  confpirators  had  no  fooner  crtJiffed 
".  the  ditch,  than  they  began  to  rifle  the  king, 
"  tearing  off  the  order  *  of  the  Black  Eagle  of 
"  PrufRa  which  he  wore  round  his  neck,  and 
the  diamond  crofs  Jianging  to  it.  He  re- 
queftcd  them  to  leave  him  his  handkerchief, 
which  they  confented  to  :  his  pocket-book 
efcaped  their  rapacity.  . '  ' 
^*  A  great  number  of  the  affaflins  retired 
after  having  thus  plundered  him,  probably 
*^  with  intent  to  notify  to  their  refpedive 
"  leaders  the  fucccfs  of  their  enterprife ;  and 
*^  the  king's  arrival  as  a  prifoner.  Only  feven 
"  remained  with  him,  of  ^whom  Kofmlki  was 
the  chief.  The  night  was  exceedingly  dark  j 
they  were  abfolutely  ignorant  of  the  way  ; 
and,  as  the  horfes  could  not  keep  their  legs, 
"  they  obliged  his.  majefty  to  follow  them  on 
"  foot,  with  pnly  one  fhoe,  the  other  being  loil 
"  in  the  dirt. 

"  They  continued  to  wander  through  the 
"  open^  meadows,  without  following  any  cer- 
^^  tain  path,  and  without  getting  to  any  dif- 
"  tance  from  Warfaw,    They  again  mounted 

"  the 

*  "  It  was  Liikawfki,  one  of  the  three  chiefs  of  the  band,  who 

'*  tore  off  the  ribbon  of  the  Black  Eagle,  which  his  Prufllan  majef- 

**  ty  had  conferred  on  the  king*  when  he  was  Count  Poniatow(ki. 

**  One  of  his  motives  for  doing  this,  was  by  fliewing  the  order  of 

"  the  Black  Eagleto  Piilafki  and  the  confederates,  to  prove  to  them 

"  incn/iteftibly  that  the  king  was  in  their  hands,  and  on  his  way. 

•*  Lukawlkiwtis  afterwards  executed." 
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the  .king  on  horfeback,  two  of  them  hold- 
"  ing  him  on  each  fide  by  the  hand,  and  a 
"  third  leading  hi&horfe  ,by  the  bi:idle.  In 
"  this  manner  they: were  proceeding,  when 
"  his  majeiiy,  finding  they  had ;  taken  the 
*^  road  which  led  to  a  village  called  Burakow, 
".  warned  them  not  to  enter  it,  becaufe  there 
"  were  fome  Rufljans  ftationed  in  that  place 
*^  who  might  probably  attempt  to  refcue 
"  him*.  :  Finding  himfelf,  however,  incapa7 
"  ble'  of  accompanying  the  aflalfins  in  the 
**  painful  pofture  in  which  they  held  him 
"  kept  down  on  the  faddle,he  riequefted  them, 
^^  fince  they  were  determined  to  oblige  him 
*^  to  proceed,  at  leaft  to  give  him  another 
"  horfe  arid  a  boot-f-.  This  requeft  they 
"  complied  with.;  and  continuing  their  pro- 
"  grefs  throughalmoft  impaffable  lands,  with- 

"  out 

*  **  This  Intimation,  which  the  king  gave  to  his  aflaflins,  may  at 
"  firft  fight  appear  extraordinary  and  unaccountable,  but  was  really 
"  dictated  by  the  greateft  addrefs  and  judgment.  He  apprehend- 
"  ed  with  reafon,  that,  on  the  fight  of  a  Ruffian  guard,  they  would 
"  inftantly  put  him  to  death  with  their  fabres,  and  fly;  whereas  by 
"  informing  them  of  the  danger  they  incurred,  he  in  fome  meafure 
**  gained  their  confidence :  in  efFe£t,  this  behaviour  of  the  king 
•*  feemed  to  foften  them  a  little,  and  made  them  believe  he  did  not 
"  mean  to  efcape  from  them  •" 

t  The  king,  in  his  fpeech  to  the  diet  on  the  trial  of  the  confpi- 
rators,  interceded  ftrongly  for  Kofinilti,  or  John  Kutfma,  to  whom 
he  gratefully  exprefTes  himfelf  indebted  for  thcfe  favours  in  the  fol- 
lowing words :  ' 

"  As  Ir  was  in  the  hands  of  the  alLdins,  T  heard  them,  repeatedly 
*•  alk  Jphr\JCutfma,  if  they  fliould  not  aflaflinate  me,  but  he  always 
"  prevent^'  tHem.  He  was  the  firft  who  perfuaded  them  to  behave 
"  tome  wrtli  greater  gentlencfs;  and  obhged  them  to  confer  upon 
"  me  fon\e  fervices  which  I  then  greatly  wanted  ;  namely,  one  to 
"  giv€  me  a  cap,  and  a  fecond  a  boot,  which  at  that  time  were  no 
"  trifling  prefents:  for  the  cold  air  greatly  afi^efted  the  wound  in 
"  my  head ;  and  my  foot,  which  was  covered  with  blood,  gave 
**.me  inexpreflible  torture,  which  continued  every^  moment  in- 
**  creafing." 


u 


42         SKETCH  OF  THE  B.L 

*•  out  any  road,  and  ignorant  of  their  way, 
•*  they  at  length  found  therofclves  in  the 
"  wood  of  Bielany,  only  a  league  diftant  from 
^  Warfaw^  From  the  time  they  had  paffed 
^  the  ditch  they  repeatedly  demanded  of 
**  Kofinlki  their  chief,  if  it  was  not  yet  time 
**  to  put  the  king  to  death  j  and  thefe  de- 
^  mands  were  reiterated  in  proportion  to 
"  the  objftaclea  and  difficulties  they  cncoun- 
'^  t^rcd* 

••  Meanwhile  the  confufion  and  cqnfterna- 
*^  tion  increaftd  at  Warfaw.  The  guard* 
were  afraid  to  purfue  the  confpirators,  left 
terror  of  being  overtaken  fhould  prompt 
them  in  the  darknefs  to  maffacre  the  king ; 
and  on  the  other  hand,  by  not  purfuing 
they  might  give  them  time  to  efcape  with' 
their  prize,  beyond  the  poffibility,  of  affift- 
arice.  Several  of  %he  §rft  nobility  at  length! 
mounted  on  horfeback,  and  following  the. 
track  of  the  aflfaffins',  arrived  at  the  place 
where  his  majefty  had  paffed  the  ditch. 
There  they  found  his  peliffiy  which  he  had- 
*^  loft  in  the  precipitation,  with  which  he, 
^  was  hurried  away  :  it  was  bloody,  andi 
**  pierced  with  holes  made  by  the  balls  or, 
*^  fab'res.     This  convinced  them  that  he  was 
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•'  iio  more. 


The  king  was  ftill  in  the  hands  of  the 
feven  remaining  aflaflins,  who  advanced, 
•^  with  him  into  the  wood  of  Bietany,  when^ 
*^  they  were  fuddenly  alarmed  by  a  Ruffian 
*^  patrole  or  detachment.  Inftantly  holding 
**^  council,  four  of  them  difappeared,  leaving 
^^  him  with  the  other  three,  who  compelled 

"  him_ 
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*^  him  to  walk  on.     Scarce  a  quarter  of  an 
«*  hour  after  a  fecond  Ruffian  guard  chal- 
**  lenged  them  a-new.     Two  of  the  afTaffins 
**  then  fled,  and  the  king  remained  alone  with 
*'  Koiiniki  the  chief,  both  on  foot.     His  ma- 
jefty,  exhaufled  with  all  the  fetigue  which 
he  had  undergone,  implored  his  condudor 
^  to  flop,  and  fufler  him  to  take  a  moment's 
**  repofe.     Kofiniki  refufed  it,  menacing  him 
**  with  his  naked  fabre ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
"  informed  him,  that  beyond  the  wood  they 
**  fhould  find  a  carriage.     They  continued 
their  walk,  till  they  came  to  the  door  of  the 
convent  of  Bielany.      Kofiniki  appeared 
loft  in  thought,  and  lb  much  agitated  by 
*^  his   reflections,   that   the  king  perceiving 
his  diforder,  and  obferving  that  he  wan- 
dered w^ithout    knowing    the    road,    faid 
"  to  him,  ^  I  fee  you  are  at  a  lofs  which 
way  to  proceed.     Let  me  enter  the  convent 
of  Bielany,  and  do  you  provide  for  your 
own  fafety.'      ^  No/  replied  Kofinflci,  *  I 
"  havefworn.' 

"  They  proceeded  till  they  came  to  Marie- 

mont,  a  fmall  palac#  belonging  to  the  houfe 

of  Saxony,  not  above  half  a  league  from 

"  Warfaw  :    here    Kofinflci    betrayed    fome 

"  fatisfadion  at  finding  where  he  was,.|nd 

"  the  king  ftill  demanding  an  inftant's  repofe, 

"  he  consented  at  length.     They  fat  down 

"  together  on  the  ground,  and  the  king  em- 

"  ployed  thefe  moments  in  endeavouring  to 

^^  foften  his  condudor,  and  induce  him  to  fa- 

"  vour  or  permit  his  efcape.     His  majefty  re- 

*^  prefentcd  the  atrocity  of  the  crime  he  had 

*^  committed 
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^  committed  in  attempting  to  murder  his  fo- 
•'  vereign,  and  the  invalidity  of  an  oath  taken 
"  to  perpetrate  fo  heinous  an  action :  Kofin- 
^  fki  lent  attention  to  this  dilcpurfe,  and  be-r 
"  gan  to  betray  fome  marks  of  remorfe.  ^  But/ 
*^  laid  he,  ^  if  I  fhould  confent  and  recondui^ 
^  you  to  Warfaw,  what  will  be  the  confe- 
^  quence  ? — I  fhall  be  taken  and  executed  V 
"  This  refledion  plunged  him  into  new- 
uncertainty  and  embarraffment.  ^  I  give 
you  my  word/  anfwered  his  majefty,  ^  that 
you  fhall  fufFer  no  harm  ;  but  if  you  doubt 
my  promife,  efcape  while  there  is  yet  time. 
I  can  find  my  way  to  fbme  place  of  fecuri- 
ty :  and  I  will  certainly  dired  your  purfu- 
ers  to  take  the  contrary  road  to  that  which 
you  have  chofen.'  Kofinfki  could  not  any 
longer  contain  himfelf,  but,  throwing  him- 
^  felf  at  the  king's  feet,  implored  forgiveneft 
*^  for  the  crime  he  had  committed ;  and  fworc 
to  proted  him  agaioft  every  enemy,  relying 
totally  on  his  generofity  for  pardon  and  pre- 
*^  fervation.  His  majefty  reiterated  to  him 
his  affurances  of  fafety.  Judging,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  prudent  to  gain  fbme  afy- 
*^  lum  without  delay,  and  recoUeding  that 
^  there  was  a  mill  at  fbme  confiderabk  dif- 
*^  tance, .  he  immediately  made  towards  it. 
"  Kofinfki  knocked,  but  in  vain  j  no  anfwer 
^  was  given :  he  then  broke  a  pane  of  glafs 
**,  in  the  window,  and  intreated  for  fhelter  to 
•^.  a  nobleman"  who  had  been  plundered  by 
"  robbers.  The  miller  refufed,  fuppofing 
"  them  to  be  banditti,  and  continued  for 
**  more  than  half  an  hour  to  perfifl  in  his  de- 

"  nial. 
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nial.  At  length  the  king  approaqhed,  and 
fpeaking  through  the  broken  pane,  endea- 
voured to  perfuade  him  to  admit  them  under 
his  roof,  adding,  '  If  we  were  robbers,  *as 
you  fuppofe,  it  would  be  very  eafy  for  iis 
*^  to  break  the  whole  window,  inftead  of  one 
^^  pane  of  glafs/  This  argument  prevailed. 
They  at  length  opened  the  door;  add  ad- 
mitted his  majefty.  He  immediately  wrdte 
*^  a  note  to  General  Coccei,  colonel  of  tlic 
"  foot  guards.  It  was  literally  as  follows :  ^Par 
"  une  efpece  de  miracle  je  fuis  fauvc^  dts 
"  mains  des  affaffins.  Je  fuis  ici  au  petit 
"  moulin  de  Mariemont.  Venez  au  pliifAt 
me  tirer  d'ici.  Je  fuisblefle,  mais  pas  fortV 
It  was  with  the  greateft  difficulty,  however, 
that  the  king  could  perfuade  any  one  to 
*^  carry  this  note  to  Warfaw,  as  the  people 
*^  of  the  mill,  imagining  that  he  was  a  noblc- 
"  man  who  had  juft  been  plundered  by  rob- 
*^  bers,  were  afraid  of  falling  in  with  the 
**  troop.  Kofinfki  then  offered  to  reftofe 
everything  heJiad  taken-;  but  his  majefty 
left  him -all,  except  the  blue  ribbon  of  the 
White  Eagle;    . ;  • 

When  the  meffenger  arrived  with  the 
note,  the  aftonifhment  and  joy  was  incredi- 
ble. Coccei  inftantly  rode  to  the  mill,  fol- 
lowed by  a  detachment  of  the  guards.  He 
"  met  Kofinlki  at  the  door  with  his  fa,bre 
^*  drawni,  vjhd  admitted'  him  as  foon  afe  he 

;  i, .     :  -  ■      .      :  ^^  kne^ 

*  •*  By  a  kind  o<*mIracle  I  am  efcaped  from  the  hands  of  aflaflins. 
**  I  am  now  at  the  mill  ofMariemont.  Come  as  foonjas  poili- 
'*  ble,  and  take  me  froiu  heixc.  I  aai  w<Juadedy  but  not  daa* 
*•  gcroufly.'* 
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knew  him.      The  king  had  funk  into  a 
fleep,   caufed    by   his  fatigue  j    and    was 

^  ftretched  on  the  ground,  covered  with  the 
miller's  cloak,  Coccei  immediately  threw 
himfelf  at  his  majefty's  feet,  calling  him  his 
ibvereign,  and  killing  his  hand.     It  is  not 

^*  eafy  to  paint  or  defcribe  the  aftonifhment 
of  the  miller  and  his  family,  who  inllantly 
imitated  Coccei's  example,  by  throwing 
themfelves  on  their  knees*.     The  king  re- 

•*  turned  to  Warfaw  in  General  Coccei's  car- 

•'  riage,  and  reached  the  palace  about  five  in 
the  morning.  His' wound  was  found  not 
to  be  dangerous,  and  he  foon  recovered  the 

**  bruifes  and  injuries,  which  he  had  fufFcred 
during  this  memorable  night. 
**  So  extraordinary  an  efcape  is  fcarce  to  be 
paralleled  in  hiftory;  and  affords  ample  mat- 
ter  of  wonder  and  furprifc.  Scarce  could 
the  nobility  or  people  at  Warfaw  credit  the 
evidence  of  their  fenfes,  when  they  faw 
him  return.  Certainly  neither  the  efcape 
of  the  king  of  France  from  Damien,  or  of 
the  king  of  Portugal  from  the  confpiracy 
of  the  Duke  d*Aveiro,  were  equally  amaz- 
ing or  imprpbable,  as  that  of  the  king  of 
Poland.  I  have  related  it  very  minutely, 
and  from  authorities  the  higheft^  and  moft 

*^  inconteftable. 

**  It  is  natural  to  inquire  what  is  become  of 

*•  Kofinfki,  the  man  who  faved  his  majefty's 

"  life, 

*  **  I  have  been  at  this  mill,  rendered  memorable  by  fo  fmgular 
**  an  event.  It  is  a  wretched  PoliAi  hovel,  at  a  diftance  from  any 
**  houfe.  The  king  has  rewarded  the  miller  to  the  etXent  of  his 
"  vtifties  in  building  him  a  mill  upon  the  Viftula^  and  allowing  him 
"  a  fmall  penfioh/* 
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life,  and  the  other  confpirators.  He  was 
**  horn  in  the  palatinate  of  Cracow,  and  of 
*'  mean  extradion :  having  affumed  the  name 
^*  of  Kofinfki -f,  which*  is  that  of  a  noble  fa- 
**  mily,  to  give  himfelf  credit.  He  had  been 
**  created  an  officer  in  the  troops  of  the  confc- 
f*  derates  under  Pulafki.  It  would  feem  as 
*^  if  kofinflci  began  to  entertain  the  idea  of 
**  prefcrving  the  king's  life  from  the  time 
*'  when  Lukawfki  and  Strawenfki  abandoned 
•*  him  \  yet  he  had  great  ftruggles  with  him- 
**  :relf  before  he  could  reiblve  on  this  condud, 
*'  after  the  folemn  engagements  into  which  he 
**  had  entered.  Even  after  he  had  conducted 
**  the  king  back  to  Warfaw,  he  expreffed 
'*  more  than  once  his  doubts  of  the  propriety 
"  of  what  he  had  done,  and  fome  remorfe  for 
**  having  deceived  his  employers, 

**  Lukawfki.  and  Strawenfki  were  both 
**  taken,  arid  feveral  of  the  other  afTalfins. 
*'  At  his  majefly's  peculiar  requefl  and  in- 
'*  treaty,  the  diet  remitted  the  capital  punifh^ 
**  ment  of  the  inferior  confpirators,  and  con- 
"  demned  them  to  work  for  life  on  the  forti- 
**  fications  of  Kaminiec,  where  they  now  are. 

By  his  interceflion  likewife  with  the  diet, 

the  horrible  punifhment  and  various  modes 
**  of  torture,  which  the  laws  of  Poland  decree 
"  and  inflict  on  regicides,  were  mitigated; 
**  and  both  Lukaw£ki  and  Strawenfki  were 
**  only  fimply  beheaded.  Kofinfki  was  de- 
"  tained  under  a  very  flrid  confinement,  and 
"  obliged  to  give  evidence  againfl  his  two 

"  companions. 

*  Hu  real  name  wai  John  Kutfma. 
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companions.  A  pcrlbn  of  diftinQion,  who 
•«  law  them  both  die,  has  aflured  me,  that 
^  nothing  could  be  more  noble  and  manly 
^  than  all  Lukawlki's  conduct  previous  to 
^  his  death.  When  he  was  carried  to  the 
^  place  o(  execution,  although  his  body  w^as 
**  almoft  extenuated  by  the  Icverity  of  his 
^  confinement,  diet,  and  treatment,  his  fpirit 
"  uniubdued  raifed  him  above  the  terrors  of 
**  an  infamous  and  public  execution.  He  had 
not  been  permitted  to  fhave  his  beard  while 
in  prifon,  and  his  drefs  was  fqualid  to  the 
greateft  degree ;  yet  none  of  thefe  humili- 
aticHis  could  deprefs  his  mind.  With  a 
grandeur  of  foul  worthy  of  a  better  cailfe, 
but  which  it  is  impoffible  not  to  admire,  he 
•'  refiifed  to  fee  or  embrace  the  traitor  Kofin- 
*^  fki.  When  conduded  to  the  fcene  of 
"  execution,  which  was  about  a  mile  from 
*^  Warfaw,  he  betrayed  no  emotions  of  terror 
or  unmanly  fear.  He  .  made  a  fhort  ha- 
rangue to  the  multitude  affembled  upon 
the  occafion,  in  which  he  by  no  means 
expreifed  any  forrow  for  his  paft  condud, 
*^  or  contrition  for  his  attempt  on  the  king, 
"  which  he  probably  regarded  as  meritorious 
"  and  patriotic.  His  head  was  feverfed  from 
**  his  body. 

"  Straweniki  was  beheaded  at  the   lame 
**  time,  but  he  neither  harangued  the  people, 
or  Ihewed  any  ligns  of  contrition.     Pulalki, 
who  commanded  one  of  the  many  corps  of 
**  confederate  Poles  then  in  arm^,  and  who 
•*  was  the  great  agent  and  fU'omoter  of  the 

^^  aflaffination. 
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**  aifaffination^  is  ftill  alive*,  though  an 
**  outlaw  and  an  exile.  He  is  faid,  even  by 
^^  the  Ruffians  his  enemies,  to  pofTefs  military 
**  talents  of  a  very  fuperior  nature  ;  nor  were 
^*  they  ever  able  to  take  him  prifoner  during 
**  the  civil  war. 

"  To  return  to  Kdfinlki,  the  man  who  faved 
^  the  king's  life.  About  a  week  after  Lukaw-- 
^  Iki  and  Strawenfki's  execution,  he  was 
*^  fent  by  his  majefty  out  of  Poland.  He 
^*  now  refides  at  Semigallia  in  the  papal  ter- 
ritories, where  he  enjoVs  an  annual  penfion 
from  the  king, 
**  A  circumftance  almoft  incredible,  and 
^*  which  fcems  to  breathe  all  the  fanguinary 
^  bigotry  of  the  i6th  century,  I  cannot  omit. 
^  It  is  that  the  papal  nuntio  in  Poland,  in- 
^  fpired  w^th  a  furious  zeal  againft  the  difli- 
dents,  whom  he  believed  to  be  protected  by 
^  the  king,  not  only  approved  tl^  fcheme  for 
^*  ajflaffinating  his  majefty,  but  blefted  the 
^  weapons  of  the  confpirafors  at  Czcftochow, 
^  previous  to  their  (ctting  out  on  their  expe- 
•*  ditipn.  This  is  a  trait  indifputably  true, 
^  and  fcarcely  to-  be  exceeded  by  any 
^  thing  under  the  reign  of  Charles  IX.  of 
^*  France, -and  of  his  mother  Catharine  of 
^  Medicis;"       • 

In  addition  to  Mr.  WraxalFs  account  I 
am  efiSbldd  ^  to  add  the  following  circum- 
ftances  : 

•   VoL.L.      .      •'-  ^E     .  Upon 

•  ♦  After  the  conclufKni  of  it^K^iV  frtutfto^  Pulaiki  efcaped  from 
Poland,  and  repaired  to  AirierLqaj;  he  diftloguHhed  hiinfelf  in  the 
American  (ervice,  and  was'killed'hi  forcing  the  Britifli  Lines  at  i;hc 
Siege  of  Savannah  in  1779. 
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Upbn  General  Coccei's  arrival  at  the  mill, 
the  firil  queftion  which  his  majefly  aiked  was, 
whether  any  of  his  attendajits  had  fufFered 
from  the  afTaflins  ^  and  upon  being  informed 
that  one  of  the  heyducs  was  killed  upon  the 
fpot,  and  another  dangeroufly  wounded,  his 
mind,  naturally  feeliilg,  nOw  rendered  more 
fufceptible  by  his  late  danger,  was  greatly  af- 
feded ;  and  his  joy  at  his  own  efcape  was  con- 
fiderably  dimifliftied. 

.  Upon  his  return  to  Wirfaw,  the  ftreets 
through  which  he  pafTed  were  illti mined  with^ 
torches,  and  crouded  by  an  immenfe  concotirfe 
of  people,  who  followed  him  to  the  palace, 
crying  out  incdTantly  *'  The  king  is  alive/* 
Upon  his  entering  the  palace,  the  doors  were 
flung  open,  and  perfons  of  all  ranks  were  ad- 
mitted to  approach  his  perfoii,  and  to  felicitate 
him  upon  his  efcape.  The  fcene,  as  I  have 
been  informed  by  feveral  df  the  nobility  who 
were  prcfcrit.  Was  aifedting  beyond  defcripti- 
on.  Every  one  ftruggled  to  get  near  him,  to 
kifs  his  hand,  or  even  to  touch  his  cloathsr 
^U  were  fo  transported  with  joy,  that  they 
even  loaded  Kojfin&i  with  careifes,  and  cailed 
him  the  favidur  of  theiif  Ising^  His  njajefty 
was  fo  affedcd  with  thefe  figns  of  zeal  atid 
afFedion,  that  he  exprefled  in  the  moft  feeling 
ihanncr  his  ftrong  fenfe  of  thefe  proofs  of  their 
attachment,  and  declared  it  was  the  happij^ft 
hour  of  his  whole  life.  In  this  moment  pf 
rapture  he  forgot  the  .dangers  he  had  avoid- 
ed, and  the  wounds  he  had  received  ;  and  as 
every  one  feeftied  an^ojus  to  learn  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  his  efpape,  he  would  not  fufFer 

hi« 
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his  wounds  to  be  infpeded  and  drefled  before 
he  had  himfelf  latisfied  their  impatience^  hy 
relating  the  difficulties  and  dangers  he  had 
undergone.  During  the  recital,  a  perfon  un- 
acquainted with  the  language  might  have  diC- 
covered  the  various  events  df  the  ftory  from 
the  changes  of  expreffion  in  the  countenances 
of  the  byftanders,  which  difplayed  the  mofl 
fudden  alterations  from  terror  to  compaffion^ 
from  compaffion  to  aftonifhrrtent,  and  from 
afionifhment  to  rapture  j  while  the  univer- 
fal  filence  was  only  broken  by  (ighs  and  tears 
of  joy. 

The  king  having  finifhed  the  account,  again 
repeated  his  afTurances  df  gratitude  and  af- 
fedlion  for  the  unfeigned  proofs  they  had  given 
of  their  love  and  attachment ;  and  difmifTed 
them,  by  adding,  that  he  hoped  he  had  been 
thus  miraculoufly  preferved  by  Divine  Provi- 
dence, for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  purfue 
with  additional  zeal  the  good  of  his  country, 
which  had  ever  been  the  great  objedt  of  his. 
attention. 

Being  now  left  alone,  his  majefty  permitted 
the  furgcons  to  examine  the  wound  in  his 
head.  Upon  cutting  away  the  Ikin,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  bone  was  hurt,  but  not  dan- 
gerouHy  ;  from  the  quantity  of  clotted  blood, 
the  operation  of  dreffing  was  tedious  and  pain- 
ful, and  was  fubmitted  to  by  the  king  with 
great  patience  and  magnanimity.  The  fur- 
geons  propofed  at  firfl  to  bleed  him  in  the 
foot ;  but  they  laid  afide  this  intention  upon 
finding  both  his  feet  fwoUen  confiderably,  and 
covered  with  bliflers  and  bruifes. 

E  2  The 
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The  family  of  the  hevduc,  who  had  laved ' 
the  king's  life  by  the  lofs  of  his  own,  was 
amply  provided  for :  his  bod^  was  buried  with 
great  pomp  ,  and  his  majeily  ereded  an  hand- 
fome  monument  to  his  memory,  with  an  ele- 
gant inscription  expreflive  of  the  man's  fideli- 
ty and  of  his  own  gratitude. 

I  faw  the  monument:  it  is  a  pyramid 
f^miing  upon  a  farcophagus,  with  a  Latin  and 
Pol^  infcripljbn  ^  the  Ibrmer  I  copied^  and  it 
IS  as  follows. 

Hie  jacet  Georgius  Henricus  Butzau,  qui 

regem  Staniflaum  Auguilum  nefariis  parri- 
"  cidarum  teli^  impetitum,  die  1 1 1  Nor.  1771, 

proprii   pedoris   clypeo  defendens,    gemi- 

natis  idibus  confouus,  gloriofe  occubuit. 
"  Fidelis  fubditi  necem  lugens.  Rex  pofuit 
^^  hocce  monumentum  illius  in  laudem„  aiiis 
**  exemplo*. 

*  "  Here  lies  George  Heniy  Btitzav,  who»  on  the  jd  of  No- 
"  vember,  i77i9  0ppoiing  his  own  breail  to  fliield  Staniflaus  Au* 
**  guftas  from  the  wenpoosof  ne&rious  parricides,  was  pierced  with 
**  repeated  wounds,  and  glorionflf  expired.  The  king,  lamenting 
*'  the  death  of  a  faithful  fubje^l,  ere^ed  this  monument^  as  a  trir 
^'  bate  to  hiao^  and  an  incentive  to  others." 
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CHAP.        IV. 

j/ctount  rf  the  plan  and  progrefi  of  tbepartltUn 
of  Poland* — ProjeSitd  by  the  king  ^/'PruiEa, 
'^-^ Adopted  by  the  tmptror  of  Germany,  and 
finally  acceded  to  by  the  emprefs  ^  Ruffia.— 
The  tonfent  (f  the  king  and  diet  of  Poland 
extorted  after  great  oppqfition.^-^Cbanges  in 
the  government  introduced  by  the  partitioning 
powers. — Spirited^  but  fruitlefs^  refiftanct 
of  the  Polifli  delegates. ^^--%F ate  of  the  diffi^ 
dentin 
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£  are  now  arrived  at  that  remarkable 
event  of  the  prefent  reign,  the  partition  dt 
Poland  \  which  was  planned  with  fuch  pro- 
found fecrecy,  that  it  was  icar cely  fufpeded 
before  it  was  carried  into  execution.  Poland 
had  long  derii^  its  principal  fecurity  from  its 
pec¥iliar  fkuation  between  three  great  powers, 
«ach  equally  ii^tea^ed  to  prevent  the  others 
from  acquiring  tiny  increafe  of  ftrength,  or 
addition  of  territory  :  the  "union  of  thefe  rival 
potentates  was  confidered  as  a  circumflanc6 
jieariy  impoifible ;  and  fhould  £ich  an  unex- 
pedfaed  union  take  place,  it  was  thought  incre- 
xiible  /that  the  other  princes  of  Europe  would 
paifively  fubmitto  a  material  alteration  in  the 
balance  of  power. 

Treaties  upon  treaties,  and  negotiations 
upon  negotiations  had  guarantied  to  Poland 
the  pofTeffion  of  her  territory ;  and  the  very 
three  powers  who  difmembered  her  provinces, 

had^ 


54  SKETCH   OF   THE  B.  I. 

had,  at  the  prefent  king's  acceflion,  folemnly 
renounced  all  right  and  title  to  any  part  of  the 
Polifh  dominions.     But  treaties  and  guaran- 
ties are  in  general  only  adhered  to  until  they 
can  be  broken  with  fafety  :  the  only  efFe(ftual 
method  for  any  ftatc  to  fecure  its  dominions, 
IS  to  make  itfelf  refj^edable  by  its  ftrength 
and  unanimity,  and  to  be  prepared  againft 
any  attacks.     When  a  powerful  people  im- 
pute national  difafters,  which  a  proper  vigour 
and  forefight  might  have  prevented,  to   the 
perfidy  of  foreign  ftates,  they  only  bear  tefti- 
moay,  in  more  fpecious  terms,  to  their  own 
indolence,  negligence,  pr  weaknefs  of  govern- 
ment.     Nor  is   that  fyftematically  jealoufy, 
which  modeisi  nations  profefs  to  entertain  for 
the  balance  of  power,  to  be  depended  on  as  a 
more    effedual   fafeguard  to  any   particular 
ftate,  than  the  faith  of  treaties.     Thisprinci- 
ple,  though  founded  on    the    moft  obvious 
and  judicious  policy,  and  though  at  times  pro- 
du^iJive  of  the  moft  beneficial  efFe4as,  is  'un- 
luckily liable  to  be  counterafted  and  defeated 
by  art  almoft  innumerable  variety  of  contin- 
genpies.     Where  a  combination  of  different 
powers  is  irequifite  to  give  efficacy  to  this  prin- 
ciple, thofe  powers  may  want  unanimity  and 
concert;  where  again  the  exertion  of  only  a 
lingle  ftatc  is  fufficient,  that 'ftate  may  by  the 
temporary  fituation  of  affairs,  or  the  cafual  in- 
terefts  of  its  governing  party,  be  rendered  in- 
capable of  ading  with   proper  fpirit.     In  a 
word,  the  anxiety  of  European  ftates  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  balance  of  power  is,  by  no 
meafl^,  ap  invariable  pledge  of  protedion  to 
!"  ,  'any 
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any  fingle  nation.  Venice  was  brought  to  the 
verge  of  ruin  by  a  reliance  on  this  principle ; 
Poland  received  from  it  no  fpbftantial  protec-*. 
tion ;  nor  did  England,  though  ilruggling  fing-^ 
ly  againft  a  hoil  of  enemies,  reap,  in  her  late 
contefi,  the  flighteft  benefit  from  its  influence. 
The  natural  ftrength  of  Poland,  if  properly 
exerted,  would  have  formed  a  more  certain 
bulwark  againft  the  ambition  of  her  neigh* 
bours,  thap  the  £iith  of  treaties,  or  an  atten- 
tion, in  the  other  il^uropean:  nations,  to  the 
balance  of  pawer.  It  is  extremely  worthy  of 
i^mark,  that  of  the  three  partitioning  powers^ 
Pruflia  *  was  formerly  in  a  ftate  of  vaflalag^- 
to  the  republic;  RuiEa-f^  once  faw  its  capital 
Itnd  throne  poifeffed  by  the  Poles ;  while  Ati- 

^ria| 

,  ■....♦ 

^  In  the  I  |th  Cf ntuiy,  zM  Pruffia  belonged  to  the  knight^  of  Uie 
Teutonic  order.  In  1454  that  part,  fince  denominated  i^olifli  or 
Weftcrn  Pruflby  revoked  to  Cafiiner  IV,  and  was  afterwards  incor- 
porated into  the.  domiDions  of  the  republic;  at  the  fame  tjnae  titf 
knights  were  conftrained  to  hold  the  remaining  part,  cajled  Eaftern 
Pruffia,  as  a  fief  of  the  crown  of  Poland.  In  the  1,525  Eaftern 
Pruilia  was  ereded  tnlp  an  h^^reditary  dychy*  and  gjyeu  to  Alt>er{  of 
Brandenburg  as  a  Polifh  fie.fv  .Vpo^-  his  deii^h  it  fell  to  his^  (on 
Albert  Frederic,  who  being  impaired  in  fys  facuhies,  the  admini- 
ilr^tioD  wa^  veftodfirfiin  Joacbbn  FVederic  eleSor  of  Branddnbarg, 
and  afterwards  in  JoachimS  fon  John  Sigifm^nd,  wha  had  im^'riedl 
Albert's  daughter.  ¥lpon  the  demife  of  A!beri»  without  malp  heiis. 
John  Sigiihiolid,  who  fucceeded  to  thf  duchy  of  I^ruffia,  did  horn-* 
age  for  J^l^t  duchj  as.  a  va(ral  of  the  Kej>|^lic*  His  grandfoa 
Frederic*  William,  the  great  Eledtor*  was  the  f^rft  duke  of  Pruflis^ 
rel^j^ied  from  thi^  badge  of  feudal  de|)cndence  by  JoJtn  Caftnir  ; 
l^a(i;ern  E^ruifi^  being  d^clare^  a  fover^igo,  ipdepepdenu  sU)d  here-t 
ditary  duijhy. 

Frederic,  fon  of  Frederic  William  the  Great,  aflbmed  the  title 
of  King  oi  Pruflia,  wbkh  bowever  the  Poles  oevei  acknowledged « 
until  1764,  at  the  acceiTion  of  Staniflaus  Auguflus.  His  prefent 
ihajefty  Frederic  II.  by  the  partition  treaty  now  poflciTcs  both 
Wcilern  and  Eaftern  Pruffia. 

t  Under  Sigifmond  III',  whofe  troops  got  poflelTion  of  Molcow,^ 
and  whole  (an  LadUlaus  was  ^ho(jE:n  grea^  duke  of  Mufcovy  by  a 
paity  of  the  Rufljian  nobles.  /        • 
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ftria/fcarcc  a  century  ago,  was  indebted  to  a 
fovereign  J  of  this  country  for  the  prcfcrva- 
tion  of  its  metropolis,  and  almoil  for  its  very 
exiftence. 

A  kingdom,  fo  lately  the  matter  or  protec- 
jtor  of  its  neighbours,  would  never  have  been 
fo  readily  overwhelmed  by  them,  without  the 
moft  glaring  imperfedions  in  its  governifient. 
Poland,  in  truth,  formerly  more  powerful  than 
any  of  the  furrounding  ftates,  has,  from  the 
defeds  of  its  conftitution,  declined  in  the  midft 
of  general  improvement ;  and,  after  giving  law 
to  the  north,  is  become  an  cafy  prey  to  every 
'invader. 

The  Partition  of  Poland  was  $rft  projedcd  by 
the  king  of  Pruffia.  Polifh,  or  Wcftern  Pruiiia 
had  long  been  an  objeft  of  his  ambitiop :  px^ 
clufive  of  its  fertility,  commerce,  and  populati- 
on, its  local  fituation  rendered  it  highly  yalu« 
able  to  that  monarch ;  it  lay  between  his  Ger* 
man  dominions-and  Eaftern  Pruffia,  and  while 
poffelTed  by  the  Poles,  cut  off,  at  their  will^ 
all  communication  between,  them.  During 
the  cburfe  of  the  laft  general  war,  he  experi- 
enced the  moid. fatal  effedls  from  this  disjoin- 
ed ftate  of  his  territories.  By  the  acquifition 
of  Wcftern  Pruffia,  his  dominions  would  be 
rendered  compad,  and  his  troops  in  time  of 
war  be  ^ble  to  march  from  Berlin  to  Koningf- 
burg  without  interruption.  The  period  was 
now  arrived,  when  the  fituation  of  Poland 
feemed  to  promife  the  attainment  of  this  fa- 
vourite 

t  John  Sobieiki,  who  compelled  the  Turks  to  rftife  the  iiege  of 
Vienna,  and  delivered  the  houte  of  .Auftria  (ro.m  the  grcateft  dan.-* 
gers  it  ever  expeiienced^. 
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vourite  obje£l.  He  purfutd  it,  however,  with 
all  the  caution  of  an  able  politician.  On  the 
commencement  of  the  troubles,  he  (hewed  no 
eagemefs  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  this 
country  j  a:nd  although  he  had  concurred  with 
the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  in  raiiing  Staniflaut 
Auguftus  to  the  throne  of  Poland ;  yet  he  de-* 
clined  taking  any  aiAive  part  in  his  fevour 
a^inft  the  confederates.  Afterwards,  when 
the  whole  kingdom  became  convulfed  through- 
out with  civil  commotions*,  and  defolated 
likewife  by  the  plague,  he,  under  pretence  of 
forming  lines  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  the 
infedioti,  advanced  his  troops  into  Poliih 
Pruffia,  and  occupied  that  whole  diilrid. 

Though  now  completely  mafterof  the  coun- 
try, and  by  no  means  apprehenfive  of  any  for- 
midable refifiance  from  the  difunited  and  dif-* 
trailed  Petes,  yc*,  as  he  was  well  aware  that 
the  fecurity  of  his  new  acquifition  depended 
upon  the  acquiefcence  of  Ruilia  and  Auitria^ 
he  planned  the  Partition  of  Poland,  He  com- 
municated the  projed  to  the  emperor,  either 
upon  their  interview  at  Neifs  in  Silelia,  1769, 
or  in  that  of  the  following  year,  at  Neuftadt 
in  Auflria  ^  from  whom  the  overture  met  with 
a  ready  concurrence.  Jofeph,  who  had  her 
fore  iecretly  encouraged  the  confederates, 
and  even  commenced  a  negociation  with  the 
Porte  againft  Ruffia,  now  fuddenly  altered  his 
meafures,  and  increafed  his  army  towards  the 
Polifh  frontiers.  The  plague  prefenting  to 
him,  as  well  as  to  the  king  of  Pruffia,  a  fpeci- 
^fls  motive  for  ftationing  troops  in  the  domi- 
nions 

*    A.  D.  ,1769. 
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nions  of  the  republic  ;  he  gradually  extended 
his  lines,  and  in  1772,,  occupied  the  whole  ter-. 
ritory,  which  he  has  fince  difmeaibered.  But, 
notwitkftanding  this  change  inhisi  fentiments, 
his  real  views  upon  Poland  were  at  firft  fo  ef- 
fedually  conocalcd,  that  the  Polifh  rebels  con-r 
ceived  that  the  Auftrian  army  was  advancing 
to  ad  in  their  favour;  not  fuppofing  it  poiTi-* 
ble,  that  the  rival  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin 
could  aft  in  concert. 

Nothing  morp  remained  towarcfa  completing 
the  partition,  than  the  acceffion  of  the  emprefs 
of  RufHa*  That  great  princefe  was  too  dift 
cerning  a  politicaan  not  to  regard  with  a  jea* 
lous  eye  the  iritroduditM\  of  foreign  powers  in 
Poland.  Poffelfing  an  uncontrouled  afoeuT 
dancy  over  the  whole  country,  (he  could  proK 
pofe  no  material  advjantage  from  the  formal 
acquifition  of  a  part ;- and  mufi  purchafe  a 
mcKlerate  addition  to  her  territory  by  a  coafi-t 
flerable  fVirrender  of  authority.  The  king  of 
Pruflia,  well  acquainted  with  the  true  inten 
refis  of  Ruffia  in  regard  to  Poland,  and  with 
|;hc  capacity  of  the  emprefs  to  difcern  thofe 
interefts,  forbore  (it  is  faid)  opening  any  ne-i 
gotiation  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  partition,  until 
flie  was  involved  in  a  Turki&  war^  At  that 
crifis  he  difpatched  his  brother  Prince  Henry 
to  Peterfburg,  who  fuggf fted  to  the  emprefs 
that  the  houfe  of  Auftria  wasj  forming  an  a^ 
liance  with  the  Porte,, which,  if  it  took  place, 
would  create  a  moft  formidable  combination 
againft  her ;  that,  neverthelefs,  the  friendihip 
of  that  houfe  was  to  be  purchafed  by  acceding* 
to  the  partition  ;  that  upon  this  condition  the 

^mpei;o5 
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emj^eror  was  willing  to  renounce  his  x:onnec- 
tion  with  the  Grand  Signior,  and  would  fuf- 
fer  the  Rtiiiians  to  profecute  the  war  without 
interruptiofi.  Catharine^  anxious  to  pufli  her 
conqueft  againft  the  Turks,  and  dreading  the 
interpofition  of  the  ernperor  in  that  quarter  9 
perceiving  likewife,  from  the  intimate  union 
between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  that 
it  would  not  be  in  her  power,  at  the  prefent 
juniflure,  to  prevent  the  intended  partition^ 
clofed  with  the  propofal,  ancl  -  feledled  nd 
inconfiderable  portion  of  the  Polifli  territories 
for  herfeif.  The  treaty  was  iigned  at  Peter*- 
Iburg  in  the  becilining  of  February,  1772?, 
by  the  RulBan,  Au^rian^  and  PruHian  pleni* 
potentiaries- 

As  the  troops  of  the  t'hree  courts  were  al- 
ready in  poffeffion  of  the  great  eft  part  of 
Poland,  the  confederates,  hemmed  in  on 
all  fides,  were  foon  routed  and  difperfed; 
and  Europe  waited  in  anxious  expecSation 
what  would  be  the  iffue  of  this  iinexpe<ft- 
ed  union  :  yet  fych  was  the  profound  fe^ 
crecy  with  which  the  partitioning  powers 
•proceeded,  that  for  fome  time  after  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty,  only  vague  con^ 
jedures  were  entertained  pven  at  War- 
faw  *  concerning  their  real  intentions  ;  and 
the  late  lord  Cathcart,  the  Englifh  minifter 
at  Peterfburg,  was  able  to  obtain  no  authen- 

tic 

*  I  ha,ve  a  colledion  of  MS.  letters  written  from  Waffaw  b^ 
fore  and  after  the  partition :  the  following  paiiages  from  thofe 
letters  will  fliew  the  niyfterious  condu6t  of  the  three  courts,  and  the 
uncertainty  of  the  Poles  concerning  the  diimcmberment. 

**  On  cache  a  Vienne  les  vrais  motifs  et  le  but  de  !a  prochaine 
**  entree  des  troupes  en  Pologne,"  &c.     May  6,  177a* 

All 
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tic  information  of  its  fignature^  until  two 
months  after  the  event. 

The  firft  formal  notification  of  any  preten- 
fions  to  the  Polifh  territory  wus  in  the  month 
of  September,  1772,  announced  to  the  king 
And  ienate  aifembled  at  Warfaw,  by  the  Im- 
perial embalTador ;  whidi  was  fbon  followed 
by  the  memorials  of  the  Ruffian  and  Pruffian 
courts^  fpecifying  their  refpc^ive  claims.  It 
would  be  tedious  to  enter  into  a  detail  of 
the  pleas  urged  by  the  three  powers  in 
favour  of  their  feyeral  demands;  it  would 
be  no  lefs  tininterefting  to  lay  before 
the  reader,  the  anfwers  and  remonilrances  of 
the  king  and  fenate,  as  well  as  the  appeals  to 
the  other  flates  which  had  guarantied  the 
poiTeffions  of  Poland.  The  courts  of  London, 
Paris,  Stockholm,  and  Copenhagen,  remon^ 
jftrated  againft  the  ufurpations;  but  remon- 
Arances  without  aififlance  could  be  jof  no 
effect.  Poland  fubmitted  to  the  difmember- 
ment,  not  without  the  moft  violent  ftruggles, 
and  now  for  the  firft  time,  felt  and  lamented 
the  fatal  effeds  of  fadion  and  difcord. 

A  diet  being  demanded  by  #thc  partitioning 
powers,  in  order  to  ratify  the  cefiion  of  the 
provinces,  was,  after  fome  delay,  convoked 

by 

All  die  letters  (peak  of  the  apprehenfionsof  difmembcrinent ;  bot 
the  firft  ijfrhich  nentioiis  it  with  anj  certainty  is  dated  Ma^  t9t 
which  relates,  that  one  of  the  king  of  Pruffia's  officers,  pafllng 
through  Marienburgh,  even  faid ,  that  the  neighbourhood  of  that 
town  had  fallen  to  the  ^ng  bf  the  partition. 

May,  ^o.  **  On  crott  de  phis  et  pflus  qu'on  nous  partagera,  tant 
*'  d'ivis  qui  s*accordent  IddefTus  ne^euvent,  pas-i&tre  fur  de  vaines 
**  imaginations  et  conjeftures,*'  Ssq, 

Auguft  15.  '*  La  bombe  ^va  <a:e«rex:»  fon  acheve  Je  traits 
•*  de  partage,"  &c. 

Auguft  24.  •*  Cen  eft  fait,  le  traitfe  6bauch^  au  moisde  Fef- 
"  rier  vient  de  prendre  confiftence,"  &c. 
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by  the  king  in  the  following  fummons :  ^^  Since 
there  are  no  hopes  from  any  quarter,  and 
any  further  delays  will  only  tend  to  draw 
^^  down  the  moll  dreadful  calamities  upon  the 
"  remainder  of  the  dominions  which  are  left 
**  to  the  republic ;  the  diet  is  convened  for  the 
**  19th  of  April,  1773,  according  to  the  will 
"  of  the  three  courts ;  neverthelefs,  in  order 
"  to  avoid  all  caufe  of  reproach,  the  king, 
*'  with  the  advice  of  the  fenate,  again  appeals 
"  to  the  guaranties  of  the  treaty  of  Oliva." 

The  diet  met  at  the  appointed  time ;  and 
fuch  was  the  fpirit  of  the  members,  that  not^ 
withflanding  the  deplorable  iituation  of  their 
country,  the  threats  and  bribes  of  the  three 
powers,  the  partition-treaty  was  not  carried 
through  without  much  difiiculty.  For  fbme 
time  the  majority  of  the  nuntios  appeared  de- 
termined to  oppofe  the  difmemberment,  and 
the  king  firmly  j)erfifled  in  the  fame  refblu- 
tion.  The  embafTadors  of  the  three  courts 
enforced  their  requifitions  by  the  moft  alarm- 
ing menaces ;  and  threatened  the  king  with 
depofition  and  imprifonment.  They  alfo  gave 
out  by  their  emiuaries,  that  in  cafe  the  diet 
continued  refiradory,  Warfaw  fhould  be  pil- 
l^ged-  This  report  was  induftrioufly  circu- 
lated, and  made  a  fenfiblc  imprefiion  upon  the 
inhabitants.  By  menaces  of  this  fort,'  by  cor- 
rupting the  niarihal  of  the  diet,  who  was  ac-* 
Gompanied .  with  a.  Ruffian  guard ;  in  a  word, 
by  bribes,  promifes,  and  threats,  the  members 
of  the  diet  were  at  length  prevailed  on  to  ra- 
tify the  difmemberment.  In  the  fenate  how- 
ever, or  upper  houfe,  there  was  a  majority  of 

only 
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only  fix ;  in  the  lower  houfe,  or  affembly  of 
the  nuntios,  but  one  fingie  vote  in  favour  of 
the  meafure  *.  An  ad  was  then  paifed  to 
limit  the  feilions  of  the  diet  to  the  term  of  a 
^  few  days,  and  delegates  were  appointed  with 
full  powers  to  adjuft,  in  concert  with  the  em- 
bafladors,  all  the  t6rms  of  the  difmember- 
ment.  The  commiffioners,  or  delegates,  on 
the  breaking  up  of  the  diet  in  May,  immedi- 
ately entered  upon  their  ofEce ;  and,  by  the 
month  of  September,  finally  concluded  the 
treaty  of  the  partition  in  conformity  to  the 
didates  of  the  three  courts.  At  this  junc- 
ture, fevcral  nobles  were  bold  enough  to 
iffue  manifeftos  and  remonftrances  in  various 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  againft  the  ceffion  of 
provinces,  and  to  reprobate  the  condud  of  the 
partitioning  powers ;  but  fuch  remonftrances 
were  totally  difregarded,  and  may  be  confider- 
ed  only  as  the  laft  convulfions  of  an  expiring 
nation. 

Of  the  difmembered  countries  -f*,  the  Ruf^ 
fian  province  is  the  largeft,  the  Auftrian  the 
moft  populous,  and  the  Pruflian  the  moft 
commercial.  The  population  of  the  whole 
amounts  to  near  5,000,000  of  fouls  ;  the  firft 
containing  1,500,000,  the  fecond  2,500,000, 
and  the  third  860,000.  Weftern  Pruffia  was 
the  greateft  lofs  to  Poland,  as,  by  the  difmem- 
berment  of  that  province,  *  the  navigation  of 
the  Viftula  entirely  depends  upon  the  king  of 

Pruffia  •, 

*  By  54  againft  53. 

t    For  an  account  of  the  Auftiian  province,  fee  Book  If.  chap* 
jf,  of  the  Rudian,  Book  III*  chap.  1. 
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Pruffia ;  by  the  Ibfs  confeqnencly  of  this  dif^ 
trid  a  fatal  blow  Was  given  to  the  trade  of 
Poland ;  for  his  PruiCan  majefly  has  laid  fuch 
heavy  duties  upon  the  merchandize  pafling  to 
Dantsicy  as  greatly  to  diminifh  the  commerce 
of  that  towiiy  and  to  transfer  a  confiderable 
portion  of  it  to  Memmel  and  Konigfburgh. 

Although  the  limits  of  Poland  were  fettled 
by  the  treaty  of  Partition,  yet  the  Auftrians 
and  Pruflians  continually  extended  their  fron- 
tiers :  the  emperor  ieized  upon  Caiimir,  and 
even  avowed  an  intention  of  taking  poiTeifion 
of  Cracow  and  Kaminiec ;  while  Frederic 
alleged  theie  ufurpations  of  the  emperor  as  a 
juflification  for  fimilar  incroachments  on  his 
part ;  urging,  that  he  could  not,  confiflent  with 
his  own  fecurity,  fee  the  emperor  increafing 
his  doi!ninions  without  following  his  example^ 
and  aifuming  an  equivalent. 

Catharine  was  forced  for  a  time  to  connive 
at  thefe  encroachments  -,  but  no  fooncr  was 
peace  ♦  eilablifhed  with  the  Turks,  and  the 

rebellioa 

*  The  peace  between  the  Emprefs  and  the  Turks  was  figned  on 
the  2ift  of  July,  1774,  in  Marfhil  Romanzof's  camp  near  Bulga- 
ria ;  and  in  a  letter  from  Warfaw.  dated  Auguft  29,  of  the  fame 
year,  it  is  faid,  "  The  Emperor,  and  King  of  Pruffia  continued  en- 
*  croaching  upon  the  Polidi  territories,  and  'enlarging;  their  fron- 
**  tiers  which  were  merked  by  the  treaty  of  Peterfourgh.  But 
"  upoa  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  the  Auftrian  and  Prufllan  troops 
**  retired  within  their  refpeflive  hnes.  Behold  already  the  good  ef- 
**  fe€ls  of  this  glorious  peace!  What  would  have  become  of  us, 
''  if  the  arms  of  the.  Ottoman  empire  had  profpered  according  to 
**  the  wiilies  of  many,"  , 

And  in  another,  dated  Sept.  14,  1775,  "  '^^^  king  of  Pruffia 
"  has  written  to  the  eniprels  of  Ruffia  a  letter  in  a  moft  enchant- 
**  ing  ftyle.  After  much  praife  he  adds,  that  notwithftanding  the 
*'  juftice  of  his  claim  upon  thofe  parts  which  he  has  annexed  to  his 
**  foffoer  acquiiitions^  he  fliall  Uiake  no  difficulty  in  facrificinj 

•*  thtui, 
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febellion  of  Pngstcfaeff  cmfhed,  than  flie  ka* 
mediately  tDroed  her  whole  attentioa  to  Po^ 
land;  and  it  is  owing  to  her  fpirited  leiftoo-- 
firanoes^tbatboth  Anfirians  and  Pmffiamrhaire 
relinquiihed  their  nfurpations ;  and  confined 
themfelves  to  the  limits  marked  by  the  treaty 
of  partition. 

The  partitioning  powers  did  leis  injnry  to 
the  repoblie  by  difmembering  its  fiur^  pro* 
vinoes,  than  by  perpetuating  the  principles  of 
anarchy  and  confbiion,  and  eflabiifhing  on  a 
permanent  footing,  that  exorbitant  liberty  *f*, 
which  is  the  parent  of  fadion,  and  has  proved 
the  decline  of  the  republic.  Under  pretence 
ofamendingtheconfiitution,theyhaTeconfimH 
ed  all  its  defeats,  and  have  taken  efiednal  pre^ 
cautions  to  render  thisnnhaj^y  country  incapa-* 
ble  of  emerging  from  itsprefentdeploraibleffcate. 

The  delegates,  who  ratified  the  treaty  of 
partition,  were  aUb  empowered  by  the  diet  to 
concert  with  the  three  courts  any  alterations 
in  the  cooflitution  which  might  appear  benefit 
cial  to  the  kingdom ;  in  confequence  of  thefe 
full  powers,  the  delegation  continued  fitting 
from  May  1773  to  March  1775, during  which 
period  the  convocation  of  the  ordinary  diet 
was  pofiponed,  until  the  members  of  the  dele«« 
gationhad  agreed  to  all  the  innovations  pn>« 
pofed  by  the  embafiadors ;  and  until  every 
part  of  the  government  was  finally  arranged* 

Notwithftanding 

*'  them,  as  a  proof  of  ikis  readinefs  to  oblige  her  Imperial  majefty  i 
**  provided  the  houfe  of  Auftria  will  alio  reftore  what  fhe  has 
*•  taken."      ' 

t  *'  Oar  libcrtj,"  faid  a  Pole,  *'  is  like  a  two-edged  fword  in 
**  the  band  of  an  infant,  and  for  that  ver/  reafon  our  neighbours 
**  are  anjgous  to  preferve  it  entire." 
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Notwithftanding  the  wretched  condition  of 
Poland,  and  the  refiftlefs  power  of  the  three 
courts,  yet  the  king  and  the  majority  of  the 
delegates  long  withheld  their  confent  to  the 
propofed  alterations. 

Some  idea  of  the  fpirit  of  the  delegates  may 
be  formed  from  the  following  account  of  one 
of  the  meetings,  when  the  propofitions  relating 
to  the  change  of  government  were  firft  pro- 
duced in  September,  1773.  Prior  to  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  three  embafladors  in  the 
affembly,  much  was  faid,  and  with  great  ve- 
hemence, againft  the  projeded  innovations ; 
many  reproaches  were  thrown  out  againft 
the  authors  of  that  plan,  for  facrificing  the 
public  advantage  to  their  private  ambition, 
refentment,   and  interefts. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  tl^ree  embafladors,  a 
dead  filence  took  place  for  fome  minutes,  un- 
til the  fecretary  of  the  Ruffian  embafly  began 
to  read  the  plan  for  new -modelling  the 
conftitution  -,  then  a  general  murmur  Ipread 
through  the  whole  affembly,  and,  as  he  pro- 
ceeded, increafed  to  fuch  a  degree  as  almoft 
to  drown  his  voice  5  nor  was  it  without  fre- 
quent interruptions,  that  he  was  permitted  to 
nflifh  its  recital.  He  had  fcarcely  concluded, 
when  the  whole  body  of  delegates  loudly  de- 
manded the  treaties  of  partition  and  alliance  : 
the  embafladorsi  anfwering,  that  many  points 
could  not  be  adjufted  without  farther  inftruc-  . 
tions  from  theif  refpedive  courts :  it  was  re- 
plied, that  in  the  mean  time  they  might  intro- 

VoL.  I.  F  ducc 
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ducc  the  treaty  of  commerce^  which  they  were 
authorifed  to  conclude.  At  all  events,  it  was 
urged,  the  propofal  concerning  the  change  of 
government  is  premature;  a  revolution  of 
luch  extreme  importance  demands  the  moft 
deliberate  examination,  and  ought  not  to  be 
hurried  through,  as  if  it  was  a  circumflance 
of  no  toncerh  to  the  nation. 

One  of  the  degates,  who  was  moft  vio- 
lent in  his  oppofition,  delivered  his  fenti- 
ments  with  a  freedom  which  aftohifhed  the 
aflen^bly ;  and  when  the  embafTadors,  who 
did  not  underftand  the  Polifh  idiom,  applied, 
to  a  Caflellan  for  an  explanation  of  what 
was  faid,  the  latter  excufed  himfelf,  under 
pretence  of  not  being  qualified  for  the 
office  of  interpreter,  as  having  but  an  imper- 
feft  knowledge  of  the  French  language. 
When,  at  laft,  one  of  the  Palatines,  who  was 
of  the  embaffadof  s  party,  acquainted  them 
with  the  contents  of  the  fpeech ;  the  orator 
ventured  to  thank  him  for  explaining  the  pur- 
port of  liis  harangue  in  fo  able  a  manner; 
while  the  praifes  which,  in  a  fine  tone  of 
irony,  he  affeded  to  beftow  upon  the  Palatine 
for  his  readihefs  to  oblige,  as  well  as  for  his 
independent  Ipirit,  occafioricd  much  mirth  in 
the  affembly. 

The  undifguifed  approbation  giveft  by  the 
greateft  part  of  the  members  to  this  ora- 
tor, convinced  the  embafTadors  that  this 
was  no  time  to  obtrude  their  refolutions 
upon  the  delegates ;  they  accordingly  broke  up 
the  meeting,  and  poftponed  the  bufinefs  to  a 

future 
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future  opportunity  ♦.  The  next  feillobs^  how- 
ever, was  not  more  favourable  to  their  wi(he$^ 
iior  did  the  patriotic  zeal  of  the  delegates  feem 
to  abate. 

The  oppofition  of  the  delegates  to  this 
meafure  continued  fo  violent^  that  more  than 
sL  year  elapfed  before  the  embafladors  wer^ 
able,  by  the  influence  of  thfedts^  bribery,  and 
promifes,  to  obtain  a  majority  j  at  length,  the 
delegates,  terrified  of  feduced  into  bdmpliaiice^ 
formerly  acceded  to  the  change  of  govern- 
ment. This  imi3oftarit  point  beirig  obtained^ 
the  delegation,  was  diffolved  on  the  i  3  th  of 
April,  1775,  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  articles  were  confirm- 
6d  by  tht  general  diet. 

The  following  note,  delivered  by  the  three, 
cmbafladors  to  the  delegates  on  the  1 3th  of 
September,  1773,  will  give  the  bett  general 
idea  of  the  change|i  made  in  the  cohftitution* 
^  The  courts  are  fo  interelied  in  thcf  pacifica- 
*^  of  Poland,  that  while  the  treaties  aire  get- 
"  ting  ready  to  be  figned  arid  ratified,  the 
^*  minifters  cannot  lore,  dhy  of  that  valua- 
^^  ble  time,  fo  neceffary  for  the  re-eftablifh- 
**  ment  of  order,  ahd  the  tranquillity  bf  this 
^  kingdom.  We  how,  therefore,  deliver  to 
^  the  delegation  a  part  of  thofe  cardinal  lawsj 
^  to  the  ratification  of  which  our  courts  Will 
"  hot  fuiFer  any  contradidion. 

F  2  1  "  The 

•  The  following  paflage  in  one  of  my  MS.  letters*  dated  fo  late 
as  Nov.  1774,  will  ihew  the  difficulty  ot  fettling  with  (hedclegktesi 

*'  Tfcb  plan  for  the  permanent  council  continues  to  be  read;  i^ 
**  (till  ekcites  continual  debates,,  and  more  will  arife  j  but  all  will 
'*  be  fioifhed  according  to  the  will  of  the  ifuai{ler4." 
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I.  "  The  crown  of  Poland  (hall  be  for  ever 


iC 


cleftive,and  all  order  of  fucceffiqn  profcrib- 
'^  ed:  a.ny  perfbn  who  fhall  endeavour  to 
^  break  this  law,  fhall  be  declared  an  enemy 

to  his  country,  and  liable  to  be  punifhed 

accordingly. 

II.  "  Foreign  candidates  to  the  throne  being 
*5  the  frequent  caufe  of  troubles  and  divifion, 
"  fhall  be  excluded ;  and  it  fhall  be  enaded, 
"  that^  for  the  future,  no  perfon  can  be  cho- 
•*  fen  king  of  Poland,  and  great  duke  of  Li- 
*^  thuania,,  excepting  a  native  Pole  of  noble  * 
^  origin,  and  pofTeffing  land  within  the  king- 
*^  dom.  The  fon,  or  grandfon,  of  a  king  of 
*^  Poland  cannot  be  eledled  immediately  upon 
**  the  death  of  their  father  or  grandfather ;  and 
^^  are  not  eligible,  excepting  after  an  interval 
"  of  two  reigns. 

III.  ^^  The  government  of  Poland  fhall  be 
"  for  ever  free,  independent,  and  of  a  repub- 
*^  lican  form, 

IV.  "  The  true  principle  of  the  faid  govern- 
^^  ment  confifting  in  the  flridl  execution  of  its 
**  laws,  and  the  equilibrium  of  the  three  eflates, 
*^  namely,  the  king,  the  fenate,  and  the  equef- 
^*  triah  order,  a  Permanent  Council  fhall  be 
^*  efliablifhed,  in  which  the  executive  power 
*^  fhall  be  vefled:.  In  this  council  the  equef- 
"  triah  order,  hitherto  excluded  from  the  ad- 
*^  miniftration  of  affairs  in  the  intervals  of  the 
^  dietSy  fhall  be  admitted,  as  fhall  be  more 

/^  clearly  laid  down  in  the  future  arrange- 
««  ments/' 

Thefe 

♦  That  is,  any  gentleman. 
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Thefe  arrangements  havin?  been  carried  into 
execution,  I  fhall  make  a  tew  remarks  upon 
the  feveral  articles. 

By  the  firft,  the  houfe  of  Saxony,  and  all 
foreign  princes,  who  might  be  likely  to  give 
weight  to  Poland  by  their  hereditary  domi- 
nions, are  rendered  incapable  of  filling  the 
throne.  By  the  lecond,  tke  cxclufion  of  a 
king's  foh  or  grandfon,  excepting  after  an  in- 
terval of  two  reigns^  removes  the  fainteft  prof- 
ped  of  an  hereditaty  fovereignty,  ^nd  entails 
upon  the  kingdom  all  the  evils,  infeparable 
from  that  moft  wretched  form  of  government, 
an  eledlive  monarchy.  By  the  third  article, 
the  liberum  vetOy  and  all  the  exorbitant  privi- 
leges of  the  equeftrian  order,  are  confirmed  in 
their  n  tmoft  latitude ;  and  by  the  laft,  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  crown,  before  too  greatly 
reduced,  are  ftill  farther  diminifhed,  as  will 
be  more  minutely  difplayed  in  the  enfuing 
chapter. 

Before  the  conclufion  of  this  chapter,  it  will 
be  proper  to  mention  the  fate  of  the  diffidents. 
Their  pretenfions  were  finally  fettled  between 
the  republic  &nd  the  mediating  powers,  at 
the  laft  meeting  of  the  delegates.  The  ca- 
tholic party  oppofed  in  fo  violent  a  manner 
the  reftoration  of  their  antient  privileges,  that, 
by  the  confent  of  the  foreign  courts,  they 
continue  excluded  from  the  diet,  the  fenate, 
and  the  permanent  council.  In  return,  how- 
ever, the  diffidents  enjoy  the  free  exercife  of 
their  religion  j  are  permitted  to  have  churches 
without  bells  ;  fchools  and  feminaries  of  their 
own  5  they  are  capable  of  fitting  in  the  inferior 

courts 
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• 

courts  of  juftice,  and  in  the  tribunal  appoint- 
ed to  receive  appeals  in  matters  of  religipn^ 
three  of  their  communion  are  admitted  as 
jifTefTprs. 

In  confequence  of  this  toleration^  the  diffi- 
dents  have  conftruded  churche?  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom ;  pne  built  upon  this  oc-r 
cafion  by  the  Lutherans  at  Warfaw,  has  the 
following  infcription ; 

^'  Has  sedes  Deo  T*  O.  facras 
f^  Coetus  VarfoVienfis  in  Auguft.  Cpnfeff:  ex 
^^  confenfu  Staniflai  Augyfti  Regis  et  Rei-. 
^  publicsB  ftruere  coepit.    Aprilis  24, 1777/' 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      V. 

Government  of  Poland. — Legtjlative  authority 
pojfej/ed  by  tht  diet. — Executive  power  vejled 
in  the  permanent  council. — A51  for  the  ejia- 
dlifiment  of  that  council. — Article  I.  Ar^ 
rdn^ement  of  the  permanent  council. — Con^ 
Jlituent  parts  taken  from  the  three  ejiatesy 
the  iing,  Jenate,  and  equejlrian  order^ — 
EleSlion  of  the  members. — Prerogatives  of 
the  king. '-^Limitations  of  hif  authority. '^^ 
Primate. — Marjhal  of  tie  ej^ueftrian  order. 
— Article  IL  Mode  of  proceeding. — Its  five; 

departments. Foreign  affairs. Police.^-^ 

War. — Jufice. — The  Treafury. — Article  III. 
Power  and  duties. — Article  IV.  Limits 
of  its  authority^ — :Detail  of  th^e  fve  </<?- 
pOfTtments^ 

Jl  HE  government  of  Poland  is  with  great 
propriety  ftyled  a  republic,  becanfc  the  king 
is  fo  exceedingly  limited  in  his  prerogative, 
that  he  refembles  more  the  chief  of  a  com- 
monwealth, than,  the  foyereign  of  a  powerful 
monarchy. 

The  fupremc>  legiflativc  authority  of  this 
republic  refides  iji  the  three  efiates  of  the 
cealm,  the  king,  fenate,  and  equeftrian  order, 
affembled  in  a  national  diet^.  The  cxecu- 
tive  power,  which  was  hcretofi9>re  pntruftcd  ta 

the 

*  For  an  acconi^t  of  the  di^t,  fee  the  rexj  chapter. 
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the  kins  and  Icaate,  is  nam,  acawdine  to  the  ^ 
new&L  of  govemment,  vcfled  iadx:  per- 
msmcnt  ooonciL 

The  ad  for  tbe  efiahliihmcnt  of  the  pcrma-- 
nmt  cDuncil,  bjr  the  diet  c^  i77Si  i^  thus 
wordecL 

Since  the  £[>niier  ezifleDce  of  the  oouncil  aJ 
latus  nt^rum  in  the  republic  is  proved  fixmi 
the  antient  conffitutions  which  mention  it, 
and  nominally  from  the  fixth  aitide  in  the 
confirmation  of  king  Stephen,  as  well  as  from 
the  conftitntions  *  of  1576,  ^S9^'  i^7>  ^^'^9 
.1669^  1677,  and  of  1678 :  We  therefcxe  efta- 
bti(h  a  national  council,  ad  latus  nofirum^  com- 
poied  of  the  three  orders,  namely,  of  us  the 
king,  the  fenate,  and  of  the  equeffaian  order, 
to  ad  in  the  manner  prefcribed  as  follows. 

A&TICLB   L 

Arrangement  of  the  Permanent  Council. 

L  This  council  (hall  bear  the  title  of  Su- 
preme Permanent  Council.  It  fhall  be  com* 
pofed  of  the  three  eilates  of  the  republic, 
namely,  qH  the  king,  the  fenato,  and  the  eque- 
(Irian  order,  which  fhall  be  for  ever  infepar4- 
ble,  excepting  during  an  interregnum  or  in 
the  king's  abfeace,  for  which  a  provifion  is 
hereafter  made. 

The  firft  eftate,  the  king,  as  chief  of  the 
nation,  is  never  changed  \  but  the  other  two 
edates  fball  be  eleiled,  eyery  two  years,  at  the 
ordinary  diet,  by  the  majority  of  fecret  votes, 
in  the  following  manner. 

I.  All 

*;  The  laws  of  Poland  are  called  conftitutions,  and  arc  denoini- 
jiated  conftftutions  of  1576,  1590,  &c.  as  pafled  in  the  diets 
which  affeaibled  ia  ihofe  years. 
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I.,  All  fenators  and  raioifleis  are  candidates 
of  courfe,  but  the  members  of  the  equefiriaa 
order  fhall  addrefs  themfelves  to  the  mar&al 
of  the  lafl  diet ;  and,  in  cafe  of  his  death  or 
abfence,  to  the  firft  nuntio  of  the  ppovince 
from  which  the  marfhal  was  taken,  three  days 
before  the  diet,  either  in  perfon,  or  by  memo^ 
rials  figned  by  themfelves,  and  fealed  with 
their  own  coats  of  arms. 

2.  The  marfhal  of  the  diet  being  ele<3ed, 
all    the  ceremonies  in    the  chamber  of  the 
nuntios  being  properly  performed,  and  afte^ 
the  jundion  of  the  two  houics  according  tq 
the  qonfilitution  of  1768,  the  lifls  of  the  can-» 
didates  fhall  be  read ;  that  of  the  fenators  and 
miniflers  by  ojae  of  the  principal  fecretarics  1 
and  that  of  the  candidates  of  the  equeflrian 
order  by  the  fecretary  of  thi&  diet.     No  perfon 
fhall  be  excluded  from  being  a  candidate,  who 
can  prove  that  he  pofTeffes  the  necefTary  con- 
ditions and  qualifications,  fuch  as  are  here- 
after defcribcd.     And  if  any  perfon  fo  quali-« 
fied  is  omitted,  the  great  fecretarics  fhall  be 
anfwerablc  to  the  fame  diet  for  the  omiiGon  of 
fenators  and  minifters,  and  the  marfhal  of  the 
diet  for  that  of  the  members  of  the  equeflrian 
order;  and  if  they  are  convided  of  having  de- 
fignedly  been  guilty  of    the  omifGon,   they 
fhall  be  deprived  of  their  charges. 

3.  A  printed  lift  of  the  candidates  fhall, 
the  fame  day,  be  given  to  each  member  of  the 
diet,  to  be  taken  into  confideration. 

4.  The  enfuing  day  each  member  of  the 
diet  fhall  fecretly  mark  the  names  of  as  many 

perfons 
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peribns  in  the  printed  lift  as  are  neccffafy  to 
fill  the  permanent  council. 

This  ceremony  (hall  be  performed  in  a 
corner  of  the  fenate-houfe.  The  lenators 
invited  by  the  great  marfhals,  or,  in  their  ab- 
fence,  by  thofe  who  perform  the  office  of  mar- 
fhalsi  and  the  nuntios  fiimmoned  by  the  mar- 
ihal  of  the  dieti  (hall  receive  from  the  fecre- 
taries  the  printed  lift  of  the  candidates, 
ftamped  with  the  arms  of  the  republic,  fimilar 
to  that  which  was  diftributed  the  preceding 
Say.  With  thefe  lifts  they  (hall  repair  in 
order,  one  after  the  other,  to  a  fmall  table 
fbfrounded  with  curtains,  upon  which  tablp 
they  fhaH  fcerctly'  draw  a  line  under  the 
names  of  the  peribns  whom  they  fai^our ;  and 
every  one  fhaH  put  his  lift  into  a  vafe  ftand- 
ihg  upon  a  table  in  the  cprner  of  the  hall, 
Ivhich  vafe  fhall  be  previoufly  opened  in  the 
fenate-houfe  by  the  marfhal,  who  is  firft  in 
rank,  in  order  to  Ihcw  that  it  rs  empty.  The 
vafe  Ihall  be  provided  with  three  different 
locks,  the  keys  whereof  fhalF  be  given,  one  to 
his  majefty ,  a ' ftcond  to  the  great  marftial,  or 
to  him  who  ftands  in  his  plac^,  and  a  third  to 
to  the  marfhal  of  the  diet.  At  the  fame  time 
nine  deputies  fliall  be  chofen,  three  from  the 
fenate  by  the  king,  arid  fix  by  thp  marftial  of 
the  diet  from  the  equeftrian  order.'  As.  foon  as 
all  the  lifts  have  been  delivered,  thefb  deputies, 
feeing  fworn,  ftiall  bring  the  vale  into  the 
middle  of  the  fenate-houfe,  and  having  in  the 
face  of  the  whole  affemfely,  opened  it  with 
the  three  keys,  IhalF  compare  the  number  of 
lifts  with  the  members  of*  the  diet   who  are 

prefentjj 
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prefent,  count  the  fufFragesi  and  the  firft  in 
rank  among  the  deputies  £hall  openly  pro- 
claim the  names  of  thofe  who  have  the 
majority. 

5.  Each  eledor  muft  underline  in  the  print- 
ed lift  fo  many,  and  fuch  pcrfons  as  are  re- 
quired; that  is,  among  the  perfons  eleded 
ihall  be  the  third  of  the  members  in  the  late 
permanent  council,  to  the  number  of  twelve, 
namely,  fix  from  the  fenate  and  miniftry,  and 
as  many  from  the  equeftrian  order,  equally 
chofen  from  each  province. 

AH  the  lifts,  in  which  this  rule  i$  not  oh- 
ferved,  and  in  which  there  are  more  or  lefs 
perfons  nominated  than  the  neceftary  nuijiber, 
(hall  be  confidered  as  null,  and  be  rcjedcd  by 
the  deputies^ 

6.  Thpfe  who  have  the  plurality  of  fuf- 
frages  fhall  be  admitted  into  the  council;  and. 
it  is  only  in  cafe  of  an  equal  number  of  votes 
for  any  candidate  or  candidates,  that  the  king 
ihall  have  the  cafting  voice* 

The  neceflary  qualifications,  which  entitle 
a  member  of  the  equeftrian  order  to  become  a 
candidate  for  a  feat  in  the  council,  are  to  have 
belonged  to  any  of  th^  four  jurifdidions  of 
^  the  republic,  (of  the  marflial,  of  war,  of  the 
afirefix;)rium  *,  aad  of  the  treafury),  to  have 
been  deputy  in  any  tribunal,  nuntio  of  the 
diet,  or  minifter  to  ^  a  foreign  court.  Thofe 
who  (hall  be  ele(Sied  during,  the  diet,  before 
they  enter  upon  their  ofgce  (hall  take  the  fol- 
Ipwipg  oath.,      '    ,     ^ 

''  Ido 

*  Cou-rt  of  Jul^ice,  having  cogni2;ance  within  a  certain  diftaoce 
of  the  fovereign's  place  of  rendence.    'See  p.  13.  note  §. 
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«6 


1  do  fwear,  in  the  name  of  the  Almighty^, 
thai  I  will  be  faithful  to  ycm  Stanillaus 
^  Atargtrfttts,  piy  gracious  mafter,  and  to  the 
^  republic  of  Poland ;  that,  in  the  exercife  of 
^  my  office  as  Gounfcllor  of  the  permanent 
^*  council,  I  will  execute  with  zeal  all  which 
"the  laws  relatire^  to  the  permanent  council 
ordain :  that  I  will  not  fufFer  mylelf  to  be 
fiirprifed  either  by  prefents  or  menaces  j 
that  in  giving  my  advice  I  will  not  be  biafi^ 
V  by  any  pcrfon,  but  will  adl  in  obedience 
to  the  laws,  and  in  conformity  tojuftice  will 
confult  the  good  of  my  country  ^  that  if  I 
**  lee  or  know  any  thing  which  may  be  either 
^  ferviceable  or  detrimental  to  my  country^ 
^  I  will  faithfully  acquaint  his  majefty,  my 
•*  moft  gracious  mafter,  and  his  permanent 
^  council,  and  will  give  my  fufFrage  in  the 
f*  manner  I  think  moft  likely  to  prevent  the 
♦*  cviL  I  will  not  reveal  the  fecrets  which 
f*  may  be  entrufted  to  me  by  his  majefty  and 
•'his  council.     And  fb  help  me  God/* 

The  council  fhall  be  compofed  of  the  fol- 
lowing pierfons : 

i.  The  king  as  chief  and  prefident. 

2.  Three  biihops^  among  whom  the  primate 
of  his  own  right,  fhall  prefide  during  two 
years,  but  fhall  have  no  feat  the  two  fol- 
fowing  years. 

3.  Nine'iay-fenators,  two  of  whom  may 
fee  eFcded  either  from  the  roinifters  or  fe- 
jBators^ 

4.  Four  from  the  miniftry  of  the  republic, 
namely,  one  from  each  department ;  of  thefe 

eighteen 


C.V.     I^RMANENT  COUNCIL-         77 

eighteen  members  of  the  fcnatc,  fix  muft  be 
taken  from  each  of  the  three  rf-  provinces, 

5.  The  marfhal  of  the  equeftrian  order, 
and,  in  cafe  of  his  death  or  ahfcnce,  the  firft 
coiinfellor  of  the  equeftrian  order,  according 
to  the  turn  of  the  provinces. 

6.  Eighteen  counfellors  of  the  equeftriati 
order,  including  the  marfhal. 

7.  The  fecretary  of  the  permanent  tx)uncil 
fball  be  eiedod  from  the  referendaries  %y  and 
national  notaries,  &c. 

Of  the  Pensions. 
The  primate,  bifhops,  and  minifters,  enjoy- 
ing very  confiderable  revenues  derived  from 
their  charges,  fhall  have  no  penfions. 

Lay-fenators  of  the  crown,  and  of  Lithua- 
nia, mall  annually  receive  each  14,000  flo- 
rins §  =^388*  1 8/ 
The  marfhal  ofthe  equeftrian  order,  as  mem- 
ber of  the  permanent  council,  30,000  florins, 
=  £^33*  6^.  Sd. ;  and,  during  his  refidenceat 
Warfaw,  (hall  be  allowed  a  guard  of  fifteen 
men,  with  an  officer,  from  the  army  of  the 
crown. 

Each  counfeilor  fhall   have  14,000  florins 
per  annum,  =  ^388.  iSs. 
.  The  fecretary  of  the  council  fhall  receive 
the  fame  fum. 

Explanation 

t  Great  Poland,  Little  Poland,  and  Lithuania. 

X  **  Referendaries  are  a  kind  of  mafters  of  Requefts,  whofe  of- 
**  fice  is  to.  receive  petitions  made  to  the  king,  and  to  give  his 
"  majefty's  anfwer :  they  have  a  place  in  any  of  the  king's  courts 

of  juftice."     Connor's  Poland,  v.  II.  p'.  77. 

i  36.?oliih  florins  n  a  pound  fterling. 


« 
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Explanation  of  the  duties  and  prerogatives  of 

the  pcrfons  who  compofe  the  Permanent 

CounciL 

His  majefty  the  king  our  moft  gracious  ma* 
fter,  as  chief  of  the  nation,  and  the  fifft  eftate^ 
reprefcnting  the  majefty  of  the  repuWic^  fhall, 
accofding  to  ufual  pradice,  convoke  by  circu- 
lar letters,  and  at  the  time  pfefcribed  by  the 
laws,  the  ordinary  diets  j  he  muft  always  con- 
fult  the  permanent  council  upon  the  matters! 
to  be  laid  before  thofe  affemblies,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  he  before  took  the  advice  of  the 
fenate,  which  from  henceforth  (hall  no  more 
be  convened.  His  majefty  ftiall  in  like  man- 
ner fummon  the  extraordinary  diets,  either  of 
his  own  accord,  or  at  the  inftance  of  the  per- 
manent council,  which  the  kiiig  Cannot  rcfufc 
if  the  majority  demand  it. 

All  the  laws  and  conftitutidns  of  the  diet, 
decrees,  privileges,  and  public  ads  Ihall  be. 
iffued  in  the  name  of  the  king,  aS  it  has  been 
hitherto  prsidifed. 

He  fhall  fign  all  the  difpatches  pafTed  by 
order  of  the  council,  not  having  it  in  his  pow- 
er to  put  a  negative  upon  them,  if  they  are 
carried  by  a  majority. 

He  ftiall  give  public  audience  to  embaflTa-^ 
dors  and  foreign  miniftefs,  .  to  envoys  or 
refidents,  ftiall  treat  with  them,  but  cannot 
conclude  without  communicating  the  whole 
to  the  council,  and  following  the  advice  of  thtf 
^ajority^ 

The  king,  on  his  part,  cedes  the  folldwing 
toyal  prerogatives : 

t.  Fm 
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1.  For  the  eledion  of  bifhops,  palatines, 
caftellans,  and  minifters,  the  council  fhall 
nominate  by  ballot  three  candidates,  one 
of  whom  the  king  (hall  appoint  to  the  vaxpant 
oflBce*, 

2.  The  power  of  appointing  to  all  other 
ecclefiaftical  and  civil  offices  mail  continue, 
without  any  diminution,  vefted  in  the  king, 
excepting  the  commiffioners  of  war,  of  the 
treafury,  thofe  in  the  department  of  the  raar- 
fhal,  and  in  the  afleflbrium  regni :  all  thefe 
commiffioners  were  before  accuftomed  to  be 
named  by  him  in  the  intervals  between  the 
diets ;  but  his  majefty  now  confents,  that  from 
henceforth  the  council  fhall  eled  three  candi- 
datesy  to  be  prefented  in  the  fame  manner  as 
in  the  laft  mentioned  article  relative  to  the 
nomination  of  the  fenators  and  minifters. 

3.  With  refpedl  to  military  ranks,  his 
majefty  Ihall  appoint  the  captains  in  the  Polifli 
companies,  and  the  officers  of  the  four  com- 
panies, which  are  upon  the  l^olifh  footing,  and 
bear  his  name. 

Excepting  thefe,  all  other  military  promoti-- 
tions  fhall  be  conferred  according  to  feniority, 

Neverthelefs  his  majefty  may  propofe  can- 
didates for  military  promotion,  chofen  among 
the  young  officers  in  the  national  fervice,  to 
be  fecretly  bdllotted  for  with  that  perfon  who 
has  the  right  of  feniority  j  provided,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  great  general  delivers  to  his 
majefty  his  recommendation  in  writing,  with 
his  reafons  for  the  fe.id  recfommendatiofl. 

4-  His 

« 

♦  The  king   had  before  the    fole  difpofel    of  thefe  offices^ 
See  p.  144 
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4.  Hi»  .majcfty  renounces  the  right  to  dif- 
pole  of  the  royal  demefnes  and  ftarofties,  with 
this  claufe,  that  the  proprietors  of  both  fexes 
be  continued  during  their  lives  in  poffeflion 
of  the  faid  eftates,  which,  from  this  prefent 
time,  fhall  never  be  granted  to  any  perfbn 
whatfoevcr,  under  the  appearance  of  recom- 
pcnce  or  any  other  pretext ;  but  they  fhall  be 
employed  for  the  public  good,  to  the  great 
advantage  of  the  country,  and  with  the  confent 
of  the  king. 

5.  Four  regiments  of  guards  fhall  be  refl:or- 
cd  to  the  command  of  the  great  general,  as  in 
the  time  of  Augufl  Ilf.  that  is,  while  they 
preferve  the  name  and  rank  of  guards,  they 
do  not  bind  themfelves  by  any  new  oath ;  and 
with  this  difference,  that  whereas  formerly  the 
great  generals  pofTefTed  alone  the  military 
power  in  their  hands,  at  prefent  they  fharc 
that  power  with  the  committee ;  which  com- 
mittee, as  well  as  the  great  generals,  depend, 
in  virtue  of  the  prefent  taw,  upon  the  perma- 
nent council. 

In  return,  the  king  fhall  receive  an  annual 
fum  fufEcient  to  keep  in  pay  two  thoufand 
troops,  who  fhall  depend  folcly  upon  his  maje- 
fty ;  but  this  fum  fhall  not  be  included  In  the 
additional  revenues  granted  to  his  majefly,  in 
compenfation  for  thofe  lofl  by  the  difmember- 
ment  of  the  provinces. 

6.  Reciprocally  the  republic  flipulates  on 
its  part,  once  for  all,  that  all  the  other  royal 
prerogatives  (thofe  excepted  which  the  lj:ing 
has  gracioufly  pleafed  to  renounce)  fhall  re* 
main  in  full  force,  and  be  fqr  ever  inviolate. 

The 
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ThePrimate. 

The  primate,  during  his  office  •!•,  muft 
attend  the  permanent  council  at  leaft  fix 
months  in  the  yeai . 

The  antient  laws  which  fecure  the  prero- 
gatives of  the  primate  during  the  interregnum 
remaining  in  force,  he  (hall  J  prcfide  in  the 
council,  even  fhould  it  not  be  his  turn  for  fitt- 
ing in  the  council. 

During  the  interregnum,  the  permanent 
council,  keeping  its  power  and  authority,  Ihall 
maintain  in  the  ufual  forms  the  tribunals,  and 
all  the  jurifdidions  of  the  republic,  according 
to  the  conftitutiori  of  1768,  in  all  things  not 
contradided  by  this  new  arrangement. 

The  primate,  during  the  two  years  of  his 
fundion,  figns  his  name  after  the  king  to  all 
the  a6fcs  of  the  pernianeht  council ;  and,  in 
cafe  of  the  king's  abfence,  or  during  an  in- 
terregnum, he  has  two  *  votes,  in  order  to 
decide  in  cafe  of  equality  of  fufFrages.  In 
the  primate's  abfence,  the  firft  fenator  in 
rank,  who  is  member  of  the  council,  fupplies 
his  place. 

The  Marshal  of  the  Equeftrian  Order. 

The  equeftrian  order  ihall  have  its  marfhal 
in  the  permanent  council,  who  is  the  firil  in 
rank  among  the  members  of  that  order. 

He  ihall  be  eleded  every  two  years  at  the 
ordinary  diet  by  fecrct  fuffrages,  always  from 
each   of    the  three    provinces    by    rotation. 

Vol.  I,  G  according 

t  That  is,  during  the  two  years  in  which  he  (its  ii>  the  council* 
X  Namely,  as  viceroy  during  the  interregnum. 
*  That  is,  I  fuppofe,-one  vote  as  ufual,  and  th*  cafting  vote  in 
cafe  of  equality. 
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» 

according  to  the  form  prefcribed  for  the  elec- 
tion of  the  counfellors.. 

Na  fenator  or  minifler  is  capable  of  being 
ele^ed  marfhal  unlefs  he  beforehand  refigns 
his  charge. 

He  fliall  take  the  following  oath  before 
the  fame  diet  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  other 
counfellors ; 

I  fware  before  Almighty  God,  that  I  will 
be  faithful  to  you  Staniflaus  Auguftus  my 
gracious  matter,  and  to  the  republic  of  Poland; 
that  in  the  exercife  of  my  office  of  marfhal  of 
the  permanent  council,  I  will  execute  with 
zeal  all  which  is  ordained  by  the  laws  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  council;  that  in  giving  my  ad- 
vice, and  voting,  I  will  take  for  the  rule  of  my 
condu\a  the  written  laws,  and  the  good  of  my 
country,  from  which  I  will  never  fwerve,  nei- 
ther induced  by  intreaties,  promifes,  frieqd- 
fhip  or  hatred,  or  any  other  fpecies  of  corrup- 
tion or  perfonal  attachment  whatfoever ;  that 
I  will  never  divulge  the  fecret  deliberations  of 
the  council ;  that  I  will  call  up  the  votes,  and 
faithfully  declare  the  majority  of  fuffrages. 
So  help  me  God. 

The  marfhal  of  the  equeftrian  order  in  the 
permanent  counfcil  cannot  be  chofen  marfhal 
or  nuntio  of  the  next  diet,  nor  be  re-eleded 
marfhal  of  the  permanent  council,  excepting 
after  an  interval  of  four  years. 

His  office.  He,  as  well  as  each  of  the 
counfellors, :  may  remonftrate  againft  the  ill- 
execution  of  the  laws,  and  lay  before  the 
council  thofe  matters  of  which  it  has  the  cog- 
nizance.    It  is  the  duty  of  the  whole  council 

to 
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to  watch  over  the  lecurity  and  tnaintcnance  of 
the  eftabUfhed  government,  and  the  prefent 
conilitution  -,  and  the  marfhal,  as  well  as  each 
member,  ought  to  have  at  heart  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  prerogatives  of  the  three  eftates  j 
but  more  particXilarly  the  chancellor,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  council,  and  the  mariha]  fhall 
take  care  that  the  papers  fhalLbe  kept  in  or- 
der, and  the  infpedor  of  the  ads  and  archives 
of  the  permanent  council  Ihall  depend  upon 
the  permanent  council  in  pleno. 

The  marfhal,  as  well  as  each  counfellor^ 
may  prefent  candidates  forfubaltern  places  in 
the  permanent  council,  who  Ihall  be  excepted, 
if  the  council  is  unanimous,  and,  in  cafe  of 
any  oppofition,  Ihall  be  eleded  by  the  majo- 
rity of  fuffrages. 

The  marftial  and  chancellor  (hall  take  care 
that  the  faid  fubalterns  perform  their  duties, 
recommending  to  the  permanent  council  to 
reward  or  punifh  them  according  to  their 
deferts. 

The  marflial  diftributes  the  votes  to  the 
members  of  the  equeftrian  order,  draws  the 
balls  or  the  billets  from  the  vafe,  in  prefencc 
of  two  deputies  from  the  fenate  and  two 
from  the  equeftrian  order,  chofen  by  the  plu- 
rality of  voices,  counts  the  number  of  fuffra- 
ges,  and  declares  the  majority-  The  feal  of 
the  permanent  council,  together  with  the 
arms  of  the  two  nations,  fhall  remain  in  the 
polTeflion  of  the  firft  among  the  chancellors^ 
who  are  members  of  the  council. 

The  marfhal  fhall  fign  next  to  the  king  and 
primate,  or,  in  the  latter's  abfence,  next  to  the 

G  2  fenior 
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fenior  fenator/all  the  afts  and  refblutions  of 
the  permanent  council,  and  ihall  the  fame  day 
difpatch  each  axfl  to  its  refpedive  department. 

At  the  ordinary  diet  he  ftiall  take  his  feat 
at  the  left  hand  of  the  marfhal  of  the  diet,  and 
after  his  jnftification  he  ftiall  depart  from  the 
aiTemby,  together  with  all  the  members  of  the 
cqueftrian  order  in  the  late  council. 

If  he  exceeds  his  power  the  permanent 
council  may  cite  him,  as  well  as  each  coun- 
fellor,  before  the  tribunal  of  the  diet,  accord- 
ing to  the  form  prefcribed  by  law. 

» 

The  Secretary  of  the  Council. 

He  can  only  give  his  opinion,  but  has  no 
vote  in  the  council. 

He  (hall  deliver  gratis  to  the  petitioners  the 
refolutions  and  anfwers  of  the  permanent 
council,  and  ihall  counterfign  all  the  dif^ 
patches. 

He  fliall  receive  from  the  fecretaries  of  the 
departments  (who  fhall  depend  upon  him  as 
far  as  relates  to  reports  which  arc  to  be  deli- 
vered) the  reports  of  all  that  paffes  in  the  fit- 
tings of  the  diferent  departments,  and  what 
is  inferted  in  the  regifters  -,  he  fliall  acquaint 
the  permanent  council  with  the  contents,  and 
fliall  form  a  regifter  of  all  the  operations  ac- 
cording to  the  decifion  of  the  diet. 

He  fliall  be  obliged  to  report  to  the  perma- 
nent  council  every  thing  that  comes  to  his 
knowledge,  which  may  be  either  advantageous 
or  detrimental  to  the  republic. 

During  his  abfencc,  the  permanent  council 
fliall  elcft,  by  a  majority  of  fufFrages,  another 

perfon 
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perfon  who  fhall  perform  the  duties  of  hisofficc 
cuntil  he  returns.  ^    , ' 

The  archivift  fhail  be  eleded  in  the  perma- 
nent cotincil  by  the  majority  of  fuffirages,  in 
thefame  manner  as  the  abpvementioDed  fub- 
alterns,  and  he  fliall  be  informed  of  all  by  the 
fecretaty. 

The  extracts  as  well  from  the  archives  of 
the  permanent  council,  as  from  the  depart- 
ments which  appertain  to  the  council,  Ihall  be 
-delivered  gratis. 

The  fecretary  fhall  take  an  oath  fimilar  to 
the,  foregoing  one,  with  the  addition  of  the 
following  claufe :  ^  I  fwear  that  I  will  not  en- 

truft,   or  give  to  any   perfon,    the  papers 

whrch  are  configned  to  tne,  without    the 

permiffion  of  the  cauncil." 

The  iiiftigators  *  of  the  two  nations  -f-  (their 
antient  duties  remaining  in  force)  fhall  de- 
pend upon  ihe  pemanent  council,  and  fhaH 
not  make  their  appearance  in  it  without  being 
fummoned. 

They  fhafl  takcthe  ufiial  oath,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  the  foUowingclaufc  : "  Wefwear  that 

we  will  not  abandon  any  perfon  for  pray- 

era,  threats,  promifes,  or  perfonal  confidera- 
^^  tion,  nor  indid  but  at  the  inflanqe  of  the 
*^  permaneht  cCuncil." 

The  nomination  of  the  fectetaries  for  the 
departments,  the  keeper  of  the' archives,  and 
fcribes  (all  df  whom  muft 'be  matives  and  no- 
bles) as  well  as  the  appointment  of  their  du- 

tie?i,  fhall  depend  upon  the  jpqrmafeqnt  council 

The 

'^^  Officers  of  the  crown  who|)rofec\ite4n^afes  of  high  treafoa. 
rh  Pbiftnd  and  .'Lithuania. 
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The  Interpreters, 

There  fhall  be  two  for  the  Eaftern  lan- 
guages, and  one  for  the  Ruffian  tongue :  they 
fhall  depend  upon  the  permanent  council,  and 
particularly  upon  the  department  for  foreign 
affairs. 

The  members  of  the  permanent  council  fhall 
not  be  exempted  from  appearing  in  the  courts 
of  juflice,  &c. 

If,  in  criminal  affairs,  a  counfellor  incurs 
any  punifhment,  he  fhall  fubmit  to  it  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  and  the  nature  of  the  crime, 
without  derivingany  benefit  from  his  office,  &c* 

Article  11. 

Arrangement,  divJfion,and  mode  of  procedure 
in  the  Permanent  Council. 

The  Permanent  Council  is  divided  into 
five  departments. 

1.  For  foreign  affairs. 

2.  Police. 

3.  War. 

4.  Juflice. 

5.  Treafury. 

In  the  department  for  foreign  affairs  there 
fhall  be  only  four  members,  and  eight  in  each 
of  the  other  departments,  amounting  in  all  to 
thirty-fix  perfons.  The  eledion  of  thefe 
members  fhall  be  made  by  the  permanent 
council  affembled  in  a  body,  either  unani- 
moufly,  or  by  a  majority  ot  open  fufFrages. 
The  prefence  of  three  perfons  in  each  depart- 
ment fhall  be  deemed  fufficient  to  proceed  up- 


on 
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on  buiinefs.  The  minifters*  (who  are  of  the 
tcouncil)  fhall  prefide  in  the  departments  bcr 
longing  to  their  refpedlive  charges,  and  if  any 
accufation  (hall  be  brought  againft  them,  they 
ihall  retire  from  the  permanent  .goyncjl  not 
having  a  vote  in  fuch  cafes.  . 

The  members  of  each  department  (hall  re- 
ceive the  memorials  and  reports  which  con- 
cern their  refpe£live  departments:  having 
examined  and  made  e^tradls,  they  (hail  add 
their  own  opinion  upon  each  matter,  and  (hall 
then  lay  the  whole  before  the  permanent 
council  for  its  finai  decifion. 

In  the  department  when  there  (halj  happen 
to  be  no  minifter,  the  (enior  fenator  (l^all  pre- 
fide. Each  prefident  has,  be(ide  his  common 
vote,  a  cafting  voice,  in  cafe  of  an  equalitv 
of  fufFrages.  In  all  the  departments,  as  well 
as  in  the  council  in  plenoy  the  loweft  rpember 
in  rank  (hall  give  the  firfl  vote. 

The  council  (hall  a(remble  in  plenOy  as  often 
as  neceflity  requires,  in  preifencc  of  the  king, 
when  he  is  pieafed  to  be  prefent;  and  in 
his  majefty's  abffence,  the  primate  during  his 
turn  (hall  prefide ;  and  in  his  abfence,  the 
firfl:  fenator, 

The  king  (hall  firft  propofe  ^whatever  he 
thinks  proper,  and  the  qucftion  (Hall  be  decided, 
if  not  unanimoufly,  by  a  plurality  of  voices. 
In  all  cafes,  when  the  king  is  not  prefent,  the 
primate,  or,  in  his  abfence,  the  firft  in  rank, 
(hall  have  the  power  of  propofing.  ' 

:  '  Afterwards, 

*  Namely,  one  of  the  great  treafurcrs  in  the  <Jepartmcnt  of  thp 
trcafurj  i  one  of  tKe  great  generals  in  that  war,  &c. 
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Afterwards,  the  marflial  of  the  equeftrian 
order,  and  then  each  counfellor,  fhall  fuccef- 
lively  have  the  liberty  of  propofing. 

Then  the  fecretary  of  the  council  fhall  read 
the  regifters  of  the  five  departments,  that  the 
affairs  which  they  treat  may  be  finally  decided 
by  the  permanent  council  in  plenoy  or  returned 
to  the  department  from  which  it  was  deliver- 
ed for  more  exad  information.  When  the 
king  is  not  prefent  in  the  council,  the-  firft 
fenator  and  the  marfhal  of  the  cqueflrian  or- 
der, fhall,  in  the  name  of  the  council,  make 
reports  of  the  affairs  in  agitation  to  the  king. 
The  king,  having  received  them,  fhall,  if  he 
pleafes,  give  his  two  votes  in  writing,  which 
fhall  be  as  valid  as  if  he  had  been  prefent.  If 
the  king  gives  no  vote  before  the  next  meet- 
ing, the  queflion  fhall  be  decided  by  the  ma- 
jority i  and,  in  cafe  of  an  equality,  the  firft  in 
rank  who  prefides  in  the  council  fhall  have 
the  cafting  voice. 

If  the  king  is  abfent  from  Warfaw  with  the 
permiffion  of  the  council,  the  council  muft  re- 
pair to  the  place  where  he  refidcs;  but  if  his 
majcfty  quits  Warfaw  of  his  own  accord,  the 
eledlion  of  the  candidates,  and  the  diftributi- 
on  of  the  charges,  fhall  be  fufpended  two 
months  •  at  the  expiration  of  which  term,  one 
of  the  members  of  the  department  for  foreign 
affairs  fhall  attend  his  majcfty,  to  the  end  that 
a  correfpondcnce  be  preferved  between  the 
king  and  the  council. 

The  memorials,  in  all  public  matters  cogni- 
zable by  the  council,  may  be  prefented  to  any 
member  of  the  council,  or  even  to  the  fecreta- 
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ry ;  but  in  all  private  afl^irs  equally  cogniza- 
ble by  the  council,  the  memorials  muft  be 
preiented  by  thofe  perfons  whom  they  concern. 

The  member  who  prefents  a  memorial^ 
havmg£rft  fignedit,  fhall  lend  it  to  the  fecre«- 
tary  of  the  council,  and  the  latter,  having  made 
extrads  from  it^  fhail  read  them  to  the  co:anciI 
at  the  next  meeting,  bringing  with  him  howi- 
ever,  the  original  to  be  examined  in  cafe  of 
neceffity. 

But  rf  the  counfellor,  who  fends  a  memorial 
to  the  fecretary  perceives  it  to  be  of  fuch  great 
importance  as  to  deferve  the  infpedion  of  the 
council,  he  (ball  add  after  his  name  the  follow- 
ing words,  **  This  memorial  admits  no  delay." 
But  ihould  a  memorial  be  of  fuch  a  nature  as 
to  require  fecrecy,  and  to  be  laid  before  the 
council  in  the  firft  refort,  then  the  counfellor 
to  whom  it  has  been  given,  fhall  himfelf, 
without  fending  it  to  the  fecretary,  lay  it  bo- 
fore  the  council. 

In  all  queflions,  if  the  members  of  the 
council  are  not  unanimous,  the  firft  in  order, 
whoever  he  be,  marfhal,  minifter,  or  member 
of  the  council,  fhall  diftribute,  in  the  manner 
abovementioned  the  votes  to  the  fenatora,  and 
the  marfhal  of  the  equefb-ian  order  to  the 
perfons  of  that  order,  and  the  majority  fhall 
be  coUeded  with  the  greateft  exadnefs.  The 
majority  may  be  afcertained  by  two  modes  of 
decifion  ;  either  by  fecret,  or  ijy  open  votes, 
when  the  perfon  who  affents,  faying  "  I  per- 
mit ^^  the  fuffrages  fhall  be  infcribed  in  the 
regifter  by  each  voter. 

The 
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The  Turnus  can  never  be  employed  in  plenoy 
excepting  the  members  of  the  comicil  are 
fifteen  in  number  j  and  before  the  turnus  is 
made  ufe  of,  the  perfon  who  lays  any  propo- 
fition  before  the  council  ought  to  aikthe  mem^ 
bers  if  they  confent ;  the  anfwer  that  they  con- 
fent,  or  filence,  announces  unanimity  ;  but  tf 
any  member  fhould  oppofe  and  demand  the 
tumus,  then  they  fhail  proceed  to  open  voting. 

Each  propofition  may  be  the  fubjed  of  tieli- 
beration  during  three  days  ^  but  if  any  one 
member  objeds  to  that  delay,  he  may  propofc 
to  deteirmine,  by  ballot,  whether  the  affair 
-fhall  be  taken  into  confideration,  or  be  imme- 
diately decided.  ' 

The  turnus,  once  begun  fhall  be  continued 
without  interriiption  untiLthe  fubjeiii  in  agi- 
tation fhall  be  finally  decided,  &c. 

In  all  queftions,  the  depilion  by  ballot  may 
•be  irififted  on  by  any  one  member,  but  it  muft 
be  ufed  in  the  following  points. 

1.  In  eledion  of  vacant  offices  referved  to 
the  council. 

2.  In  extraordinary  expcnccs  iffued  by  the 
treafury  of  the  republic,  not  warranted  by 
law. 

3.  In  matters  of  high  trcafon,  ilate  crimes, 
difturbance  of  the  public  trianquillity,  and  conr 
venticles  contrary  to  law.  The  votes  by  ba|r 
lot  fhall  be  colleded  with  the  greatefl  precau- 
tion and  fidelity,  and  with  every  mark  of 
neceifary  folemnity.  For  this  purpofe,  a  table 
fhall  fland  in  the  middle  of  the  apartment, 
furrounded  with  curtains  about  the  height  of 
a  man,  which  may  be  dra\Vn  and  undrawn  to 
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admit  the  counfellors ;  upon  this  table  (hall  be 
placed  a  vaffe,  having  two  openings  with  in- 
Icriptions  affirmative  and  negative,  into  which 
the  balls  fhall  be  put ;  thefe  openings  fhall  be 
only  big  enough  to  admit  the  balls,  and  not  to 
receive  the  whole  hand.  The  vafc  (hall  be 
alfo  clofed  with  a  lock,  the  key  whereof  fhall 
be  placed  upon  the  council  table  until  all  the 
members  have  given  their  fuiFrages,  and  the 
balls  are  to  be  counted.  The  vafe  being  open- 
ed, the  marihal  minifler,  and  the  marfhal  of 
the  equeftrian  order,  fhall  firfi  hold  it  up  and 
invert  it  to  fhew  that  it  is  empty ;  after  which 
it  fhall  be  fealed  by  the  two  marfhals,  and 
covered  with  the  curtains.  Next,  the  fecreta- 
ry  fharll  diflribute  ivory  balls  to  all  who  have  a 
vote  in  the  council;  and  every  member  accord- 
ing to  his  rank,  fhall  approach  the  table,  and, 
firfl  holding  up  his  hand  to  fhew  that  he  has 
but  one  ball,  fhall  put  it  into  one  of  the  open- 
ings,/>^r;w////>7^,^r /?d?/ /er/w/V//??^,  as  he  fbalL 
think  proper,  and  according  to  his  confcience-, 
and  in  this  manner  he  cannot  fee  how  the 
others  give  their  votes,  nor  be  feen  himfelf. 

If  there  are  many  candidates,  the  fecretary 
fhall  diflribute  to  each  member  billets,  all 
written  in  the  fame  hand,  containing  the 
names  and  furnames  of  the  candidates  •,  each 
member  fhall  then  put  ii;^to  the  vafe  the 
billet  containing  the  names  and  furnames 
of  the  candidates  whom  he  favours,  and  fhaH 
burnh  the  other  billets,  a  candle  being  ready 
for  that  purpofe. 

In  cafe  of  equality  of  fuffrages,  the  king  has 
the  cafting   vote ;   and  to  the  end  that  each 

member 
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member  may  folicit  the  vacant  charged  in  the 
gift  of  the  permanent  council,  they  may  all 
propofe  themfelves,  as  well  as  recommend 
others,  giving  in  their  petition  to  that  purpofe 
in  writing. 

Thefecrct  balloting  being  finifbed,  the  mar- 
(hal  of  the  equeftrian  order,  and  the  marflial 
inipiiler,  (hall  break  each  his  feal  and  open  the 
vafe ;  and  then,  in  conjundion  with  the  two 
deputies  from  the  fenate  and  two  from  the 
cqijeftrian  order,  (hall  declare  the  number  of 
balls  or  billets. 

After  which,  the  marfhal  of  the  equeftrian 
order  ihall  read  aloud  the  names  of  the  candi- 
dates, and  the  number  of  votes  in  favour  of 
each  candidate,  and  fhall  declare  for  whom  is 
the  majority,  which  the  fecretaty  fhall  imme- 
diately regifter. 

The  king  has  the  privilege  of  convening  an 
aflembly  of  the  permanent  council ;  and,  in 
his  abfence,  the.firll  in  rank ;  neither  of  whom 
can  refufe  to  fummon  a  meeting  upon  the  re- 
queft  of  any  one  member,  reprefenling  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  difcuffing  an  affair  of  great  impor- 
tance.  Each  member  of  the  council  has  the 
liberty  of  delivering  his  opinion  in  a  decent 
manner  ;  but  whenever  any  affair,  relative  to 
any  member,  is  in  agitation,  that  member  fhall 
have  no  vote. 

Two  perfons  of  the  fame  family,  and  even 
of  the  fame  furname,  cannot  be  eleded  into 
the  council,  at  the  fame  time,  a«  members  of 
the  fame  eftate,  namely,  two  fenators,  or  two 
perfons  of  the  equeftrian  order  •,  ;b.ut  only  one 
perfon  for  each  eflate. 

AH 
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All  the  decrees  of  the  permanent  council 
ihall  be  iflued  in  the  name  of  the  king^ 
without  any  payment  for  the  affixing  of 
the  leal,  in  the  following  manner  :  "  We 
"  the  king,  with  the  advice  of  the  perma- 
"  nent  council/' 

In  order  to  prevent  too  frequent  interrup- 
tions, no  member  of  the  council  fhall  be  ab- 
fent  more  than  fix  months  in  the  year,  either 
at  once  or  at  difierent  intervals,  but  with  the 
confent  of  the  permanent  council  granted  by 
the  majority. 

The  members  who  exceed  their  leave  of  ab- 
fence  fhall  lofe  a  proportionate  part  of  their 
falary  ;  the  fame  fliall  be  underftood  of  thofe 
who,  being  at  Warfaw,  do  not  attend  the 
fittings  of  the  council ;  excepting,  in  both 
cafes,  perfons  employed  in  other  public  offices, 
or  thofe  who  produce  proof  of  ficknefs. 

The  dedudion  of  the  falaries  from  the  ab- 
ient  members  fhall,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  be 
divided  among  thofe  who  have  affiduoufly  per- 
formed their  duty. 

The  members  of  the  permanent  council 
cannot  be  fent  beyond  the  frontiers  as  mi- 
niflers  to  foreign  courts :  a  perfon  may  de- 
cline being  elected  a  member;  but,  when 
once  admitted,  he  cannot  refign  upon  any 
pretext. 

At  each  ordinary  diet,  when  the  council 
expires,  a  third  of  the  members  of  the  lafl 
permanent  council,  namely,  fix  from  the  fe- 
nators,  and  the  fame  number  from  the  cquef- 
trian  Order,  fhall  be  continued,  by  ballot, 
members  for  the  following  years ;   and  this 

is 
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is  done  to  the  end  that  the  council  may  al- 
ways contain  pcrfons  experienced  in  bufi- 
nefs. 

At  the  next  ordinary  diet,  a  particular 
place  in  the  fenate-houfe  fhall  be  affigned  to 
the  council,  to  anfwer  any  complaints  which 
may  be  brought  againft  it,  and  to  receive  a 
public  teftimony  to  be  inferted  in  the  conftitu- 
tions  of  the  diet;  either  that  the  diet  received 
no  complaints  againft  the  permanent  council ; 
or  that,  having  received  them,  they  were 
proved  upon  examination  to  be  ill-founded ; 
or  that,  having  acknowledged  their  validity, 
juftice  was  accordingly  infli£led.  The  fena- 
Jors  and  minifters  in  the  council  fhall  have 
their  ufual  places  in  the  fenate.  In  the  ordi- 
nary diets,  the  counfellors  of  the  equeftrjan 
prder  fhall  fit  next*  to  the  minifters. 

None  of  the  counfellors,  either  fenators, 
minifters,  or  thofe  of  the  equeftrian  order, 
fhall  be  prefent  at  the  dietincs,  or  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  tribunals. 

No  counfellors  fhall  accept  any  other  pub- 
lic charges  than  thofe  which  appertain  tp  their 
office. 

No  member  of  the  council  fhall  oppofe  the 
fignature  of  privileges,  refolutions,  or  ads 
decided  by  the  majority  ;  and  if  either  the 
king,  the  fenior  fenator,  or  the  marfhal,  fhould 
refufe  to  fign,  in  that  cafe,  each  member 
fhall  fubfcribe  for  himfelf,  and  the  names  of 
the  majority  fhall  render  the  ad  valid. 

In  cafe  of  death,  the  vacancy  fhall  be  filled 
up  within  the  fpace  of  ten  weeks  by  ballot,  in 
the  mariner  above-mentioned.     If  the  deceaf- 
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ed  be  a  biifaop  or  lay-fcnator,  his  fucceffor 
ihall  be  taken  from  the  biihops  or  lay-fenators ; 
if  a  minifter,  from  the  boards  of  the  faid  mi- 
nifler's  office ;  if  a  perfon  of  the  equeflrian 
order,  either  from  the  candidates  prelented  at 
the  laft  diet,  or  from  thofe  propofed  upon  this 
occafion. 

Article     III. 

Power  authority,  and   duties  of  the  Perma- 
nent Council. 

1.  Without  enjoying  the  leaft  authority,  le- 
giflative  or  judicial,  the  council  orders  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws ;  and,  being  the  center  of 
public  affairs,  as  well  foreign  as  domeftic,  is 
bound  to  determine  according  to  the  laws  of  its 
prefent  eftablifhment. 

2.  It  ihall  iffue  aflignments  for  the  payment 
of  fums  refcrved  to  the  public  treafury,  and 
fpccified  in  the  general  table  of  expences  un- 
provided for  in  extraordinary  circumflances  ; 
and  the  members  of  the  council  cannot,  during 
the  holding  of  their  office,  partake  of  the  faid 
aflignments. 

3.  It  ihall  receive  all  projeds  beneficial  to 
the  fiate,  decide  upon  the  admilCon  of  thofe 
which  are  confonant  to  law,  and  mufl  lay 
thofe  which  appear  advantageous,  but  which 
have  not  the  fandion  of  law,  before  the  firft 
diet  for  the  determination  of  the  flates. 

4.  It  fhall  form  plans  for  the  reformation  of 
the  laws,  and  fhall  prefent  them  before  <the 
next  diet:  it  fhall  frame  a  new  code  of  laws^ 
public,  civil,  and  criminal,  to  be  approved  by. 
the  diet.    ....  J/ 

5.  It 
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5.  It  ihall  fend  embaiTadors  and  miniilers 
to  foreign  courts  from  the  perfons  nominated 
by  the  king.  The  permanent  council  fhall 
give  them  the  neccffary  inftrudibns,  excepting 
in  all  cafes  referved  for  the  diet. 

6.  The  permanent  council  fliall  appoint,  by 
ballot,  in  the  manner  abovementioned,  three 
candidates  for  the  vacant  charges,  excepting 
thofe  which  are  in  the  king^s  gift,  or  are  cho- 
fen  by  the  nobility  in  the  Palatinates. 

7.  It  (hall  take  the  moft  effedual  methpds 
to  prefervc  the  alliances  and  treaties  of  the 
republic. 

Article     IV. 

Limits  of  the  Permanent  Council's  authority. 

The  council  has  no  power  in  all  matters  re- 
ferved to  the  dates  affembled  in  diet,  and  can 
ena£t  nothing  contrary  to  any  liberties  and  pre-^ 
rogatives  juftly  conferred. 

It  muft  not  ufurp  to  itfelf  the  legiflative  or 
judicial  power,  nor  in  any  degree  take  into 
confideration  thofe  affairs  whofe  decifidn  is  re- 
ferved to  the  diet  alone. 

If  the  council  (hould  exceed  its  power,  the 
members  fhall  be  liable  to  be  cited  and  tried  at 
the  diet  for  high  treafon,  and,  if  guilty,  to  be 
punilhed  according  to  the  antient  laws  efta- 
blifhed  upon  this  article.  The  permanent 
council  fhall  remain  in  full  authority  for  two 
years  without  interruption,  even  fhould  one 
or  more  extraordinary  diets  interfere;  and 
at  the  ordinary,  diet  until  a  new  council  fhall 
be  elected  in  its  place,  according  to  the  pre- 
fcribed  form :  then  the  antient  council  (hall 

lay 
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lay  before  the  diet  the  iituation  of  affairs, 
and  give  an  account  of  its  whole  adminlf- 
tration. 

The  permanent  council  can  only  a6t  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  in  being,  or  carry  the  faid  laws 
into  execution. 

In  all  cafes,  not  exprefsly  mentioned  by  the 
laws,  the  permanent  council  cannot  decide ; 
but  in  all  fuch  circumftances  it  may  prepare 
any  propofals  for  new  laws,  and  publifh  them 
in  the  circular  letters  for  the  convocation  of 
the  diet. 

Department    I. 

Of  foreign  affairs  in  the  Permanent  Council. 

The  department  of  foreign  af&irs  fhall  be 
compofed  of  four  members^  amongft  whom 
fhall  be  oiie  from  the  duchy  of  Lithiiailia^  one 
of  the  chancellors,  and  two  counfellors  of  the 
equeflrian  order. 

To  thefe  (hall  be  added  one  of  the  national 
fecretaries,  who  fhall  have  no  vote :  he  fhall 
infpeil:  and  expedite  all  foreign  affairs,  and 
fhall  take  the  ufual  oath,  &c« 

This  department  fhall  affemble  as  occafion 
may  require.  When  the  king  is  not  prefent, 
a  chancellor  fhall  prefide  j  and,  in  the  latter's 
abfence,  the  firfl  fenator.  The  national  fe- 
cretary  fhall  make  a  report  of  all  the  letters 
diredled  to  him,  and,  if  required,  fhall  lay 
them  before  the  members  of  the  faid  dcpart- 
ititnt:  he  fhall  not  fend  any  anfwers  without 
their  approbation. 

.He  ihall  read  at  th6  meetings  the,letters  and 
memorials  to  the  diepartmcnt,  which  fhall  de- 
..Vol.  I.  H  liberate 
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liberate  upon  the  anfwers:  he  ihaU  write 
down  the  refolutions^  and  ihall  expedite  the 
difpatches  accordingly. 

In  all  cafes  of  public  moment^  fnch  as  let^ 
^ers  from  the  king  to  foreign  courts^  ftatc  af- 
fairs which  require  any  explanation,  memori- 
als and  declarations,  the  department  ihall  draw 
them  up,  and  lay  them  before  the  council  ift 
^eno^  tor  its  determination. 

Whenever  any  infotmation  is  to  be  given 
jto  the  Poli(b  minifters  at  foreign  courts  ia 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  affairs,  the  preiident 
of  this  department^  having  firfl  heard  the 
obfervations  of  each  member,  jQiall  form  the 
refult^ 

All  tnfiiradions  for  foreiga  minifters  ihall 
be  firil  drawn  up  in  this  department^  and  then 
prefented  to  the  permanent  council  for  it&  de«- 
ciiion.  If  aay  member  of  this  department 
dies,  the  permanent  council  ihall,  without 
delay,  tleOi  one  of  its  counfellors  in  his  place. 
*rhe  iccrctary  of  this  department  fhall  be  nd^ 
minated  by  the  king  from  the  national  iecre*- 
taries,  or  notaries.  He  ihall  maintain  the  bor^- 
refpondenee  with  the  foreign  minifters  of  the 
repnblic,  and  to  hibi  diall  be  addreffed  all  bt^ 
ters  and  memorials.  In  the  fame  manner  as 
the  fecretary,  the  fubalttms  in  this  depart^ 
mignt  ibali  be  chofen  by  the  king. 

l)EPARTMENf     ll. 

.  Committee  of  the  marihals  of  Polamd  a^Ki 

Lithuania. 

I .  The  ^at  matihais  ihall  atl  accoitling 

to  the  conftitution  of  t^^^  reftrainiag  how^ 

ever 


C,V,      PERMANENT  COUNCIL.        99 

ever,  the  aflbciJitJod  of  tbb  ftfl«^r«  *  in  the 
fbUowing  cafet. 

Ifi  cf  iiQinal  afiHu8.  .  .  .' 

In  a}!  ti(xes*f  upon  p^iovifiont  iiiid  merchant 
dii^Qn}y  iU  the  plaice  of  the  king's  reiidenccy 
excepting  corn^  and  the  prodq^iQus  belonging 
to  the  nobility. 

]n  ail  cafes  o(  debt  or  borrQwingi»  only 
f^cviinfcriptifariy  when  one  of  the  parties  ap-^ 
peals  from  the  firfl  initanoe^  a&d  the  fum  ex-t 
ceeds  500  florins  =  ^13.  lyj.  i^^    -  i 

All  appeals  fiom  the  firft  iiiftanee,  relative 
to  the  non-payment  erf*  taxes,  ihall  be  brotight 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  marfti*!  with  his 
fkiTeiTors^  in  the  prei^nce  of  th<^  judge  or  ticie 
notary,  neither  of  whom  (hall  nave  a  vote. 
In  this  and  fimilar  cafee  of  appeal,  the  opiniba 
(hall  be  given  openly,  and  then  finally  deoid^ 
ed  by  ballot, 

2.  The  committee  of  the  mar(hal|  (hall  be 
con)po(ed  of  the  great  and  little  mar(hals  (or 
of  their  colleagues  the  mar(hals  of  the  crown)^ 
of  f:w<>  fenators,  and  four  perfons  of  the 
equeftrifln  order.  Thefe  (ik  aiTeflbrs  (hall  be 
^hofen  ^t  the  ordinekry  diet,  apcording  to  the 
form  above  prefcribed  for  the  eledion  of  the 
membere  of  tho  pertnanent  council 

H  2  3.  The 

♦  Before  1768^  the  gregt  marftials  were  folp  judges  \n  i{\ 
criminal  ciufes  cogniiWibie  by  their  tribunftls :  but  in  the  4iet  of 
1768  the  fofiowaie  •  cUuuie  eni^s,  that  ^  fix  affbiibrs  fliatl  be 
'*  added  to  the  juriial^oD  of  the  great  mar/hai :  they  ihaH  be  diedt- 
**  ed  in  each  ordinary  diet ;  thev  (hati  judge  all  caufes  in  conjunction 
^  witK  the  great  marilitl  1  ana  (hall  d«cU«  by  the  majority." 

t  The  great  marfhal  ufed  before,  of  hia.  owa  ay thof ky,  to  hrt- 
pofe  prices  on  raetchants  wares,   who  generally  made  him  great 
prefenti  tx4  bribes  to  augment  their  profit.     (Jonnoi's  Hift.  of 
.  Pol.  V.  11.  p.  69. 
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:  3.  The  marflials  mall  be  bound  to  fix 
months  rcfidcnce  near  his  majefty,  and  each 
of  the  afleffors  to  four  months,  to  the  end  that 
there  may  always  be  the  complete  number  of 
five  perfons,  including  the  marfhals,  requifite 
to  form  a  fitting. 

4.  No  member  of  this  committee  can  be 
cleded  a  nuntio  for  the  next  diet ;  but  the 
nuntios  may  be  appointed  members  of  this 
committee  by  ballot,  and  half  of  the  antient 
afifefibrs,  both  fenators  and  nobles  of  the  equef- 
trian  order,  may  be  continued  in  their  of&ce 
for  the  two  following  years. 

5.  Solely  in  the  cafes  of  denegati  judicii  et 
corruptionis  judicts^  perjurii  et  oppreffionis  civis 
iiberii  complaints  againft  the  decifions  of  this 
committee  can  be  br<raght  before  the  perma- 
nent council ;  and  caufes  of  this  nature  (hall 
be  tried  by  the  permanent  council,  in  the 
manner  prefcribed  by  the  law  concerning  the 
denegatum  judicium^  et  corruptionem  judicis  et 
perjurium. 

6.  Each  month  the  great  marfhal  fhall 
lay,  before  the  permanent  council,  the  report 
of  his  decifions,  made  in  conjundioo  with  the 
afifefibrs. 

7.  In  cafe  the  marfhal  fhould  difobey  the 
lawis  in  any  of  thefe  articles,  the  permanent 
council  may  remonftrate ;  and  if  he  perfifts  in 
infringing  them,'  he  fhall  be  liable  to  be  cited 
before  the  diet  as  guilty  of  high  tfeafbn. 

8.  In  all  other  points,  not  contrary  to  thefe 
articles,  the  antient  prerogatives  of  the  mar- 
fhals  fhall  continue  in  force. 

Department 
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t 

DepaFtmex^  of  the  Police  in  the  Perma* 

nent  Cotiacil. 

1  •  When  the  great  marjhal  Ihall  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  permanent  council^  he  (hall  prefidtf 
in  the  department  of  the  police  ^  and  in  his  ab- 
fence  the  firf[  fenior  in  tank^  who  is  member 
bf  the  faid  department. 

2.  If  any  complaints  ftall  be  tirged  againft 
the  great  or  little  marfhals,  fot  lion-perfor- 
mance  of  the  duties  ipecified  in  the  ^'ticles 
of  the  ^*  committee  or  marthaJs  ^nd  theiV  de- 
"  pendence  on  the  permanent  ccrtincil/'  the 
plaintifB^  if  members  of  the  council,  fhall  not 
be  prefent  at  the  refolutions  paiTed  under  fuck 
circumflances. 

3.  If  this  department  fhall  have  pccafion  for 
the  regifler  of  the  committee  df  marfhals,  k 
ihall  be  communicated 

TheOreat  Generals  of  the  Two  Nations.    ; 

1.  Befide  the  troops,  commanded  by  the 
marfhals  of  the  two  nations  and  by  the  treafu- 
rers,  Rationed  at  Warfaw,  there  may  be  quar- 
tered in  that  capital  3000  fbldiers,  4iamely, 
2000  ffom  the  army  df  the  crown,  and  1000 
from  that  of  Lithuania. 

The  difcipline  of  the  Lithuanian  corps  fhall 
depend  upon  the  great  general  of  Lithuania  i 
ihe  chief  command  fhall  devolve  upon  the 
great  general  of  the  -crown.  If  the  king  fhall 
refide  in  Lithuania,  a  proportionate  number  of 
troops  from  ^  the  army  of  the  crown  fhadl  be 
Rationed  in  that  duchyj  in  the  fame  manner 

as 
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as  the  Lithuankin  corp^  id  quartered  at  War- 
fa  w  with  the  crown  foWiers/ 

The  gtdat  general^  ftiall  be  obliged  to  change 
the  gfirriibn  of  Waifaw  at  the  requeft  of  the 
permanent  council. 

2»  Whenever  the  great  generals  fliall  find  it 
expedient  to  raife  new  fortifications,  they  (hall 
prefent  the  plan  to  the  permanent  couricil>and 
the  latter  to  the  diet. 

3.  The  permanent  council  £hall  make  known 
to  the  great  general,  when  he  fbould  order  the 
abfentees  iv>  rejoin  their  regiments. 

4.  The  permanent  council,  in  concert  with 
the  great  g^nelrals,  (hall  regulate  the  number 
of  foldiers  to  be  furnifhed  by  the  regiments 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  high  roads,  cleanf- 
ing  rivers,  and  other  public  works,  a  repre* 
fentation  being  previoufly  made,  and  a  plan 
prefcribed,  by  the  commiffioners  of  the  trea- 
fury :  it  fhali  in  the  fame  manner  fix  the 
pay  of  the  faid  foldiers,  to  be  affighed 
from  the  public  fund  dcftined  for  extra- 
oi'diriary  cafes,  with  thiis  exception,  that  the 
troops  fliall  be  exempted  from  fuch  fcrviccs, 
during  the  months  in  which  they  are  ex- 
ercifed  or  encamped.       '- 

5 ;  In  cafe  the  great  generals  fhould  afit  coun- 
t^T  to  thefe  articles,  t^e.  permanent  council 
fhali  firft  rcmonftrate,  and  if  that  fliotiW  have 
no  efieft,  may  accufe  them  of  high  treafon  be- 
fore the  diet  i  if,  during  the  intervals  of  the 
brdinary  diet,  it  (hould  be  thought  neceffary 
to  call  them  to  account,  the  permanent  coun- 
cil fhali  affemble  an  extraordinary  diet  for  that 
purpofe. 

<S.  Th^ 
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6*  The  lift  c£  extraordinary  eicpeocet  fliall 
be  communicatedy  by  the  great  generals,  to 
the  permanent  conncii^  before  it  is  la4d  before 
the  ordinary  diet; 

7.  The  diTcipline,  fuboTdination,  exercife, 
and  d<«hing  of  the  troops,  the  appointment  of 
the  ipots  fx  the  encampment  of  the  divifiond, 
(with  tbi^  provtlb,  that  never  mwe  than  one 
divifion  (hall  encamp  in  the  fame  place)  in  h 
Ifrord,  the  chief  command  of  the  ttoops  iha41  be 
vbRed  in  the  great  generals. 

S.  The  nomination  and  creation  -dF  tlie 
o&omB  *ad  fobaltems,  belonging  to  the  com- 
mittee of  war,  ih^ll  Tcfide  in  the  great  gpncrali. 

9.  In  other  points,  the  generals  retain  all 
their  antient  ti^ts  and  privileges,  not  contra- 
dided  by  theie  airtiGkwu 

*  *  * 

l^xpflap^tioil  aijd  chjaijges  of  the  Conditution 
of  J76^,T^l»ti¥e  to  the  GomiBittce  of  War 
^  ^th  |»t}pRi6. 

1.  The  tOTDunittec  of  war  fliall  be  compofal 
of  fix  *commiffioriers,  as  enjoined  by  the  diet  of 
^7689  one  liaif  to  be  be  taken  from  perfons  in 
the  civil  line,  and  the  lemarnder  from  officers 
not  empkiyed.   '     '        \ 

Among  th^  tJwed  -military  commiflione^s 
&ail  be  included  of  courfe  the  getlerals  of  the 
artiilery,  but  without  receiving  the  falary  of 
commiiffioQers^  Three  commiffioners  are  fuf- 
licient  to  make  a  fcosrd -,  and  if  only  two 
^oijld  meet,  then  the  notaries  of  the  commit- 
tee q>f  war  of  the  crown  fliall  affnme  the  place 
cf  the  abfeat  commiflioner,  and  have  a  vote  ; 

but 
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but  when  there  is  a  requiiite  number,  then 
the  notaries  fhall  only  have  a  deliberate  voice. 

2.  This  committee  of  war  (hall  keep  in  or- 
der, and  have  the  diredlion  of,  the  military 
archives. 

3.  Twice  a  year  it  ihall  receive  the  reports 
of  the  troops  relative  to  the  difcharge  of  their 
pay,  and  fhall  fend  them  to  the  permanent 
council. 

4.  Since  the  troops  cannot  fubfift  without 
pay,  nor  fuffer  the  leaft  delay  in  that  article, 
it  is  enaded,  once  for  all,  that  the  committee  of 
the  treafury  fhall  be  obliged  to  employ,  for 
the  payment  of  the  faid  troops,  the  firfl  money 
which  it  receives,  and  which  fhall  be  regu- 
larly delivered  to  the  troops  every  year  on  the 
ifl  of  April  and  the  ifl  of  Odobcr.  If  it 
happens,  that  this  payment  fhall  not  be  made 
at  thefe  flipulated  times,  the  great  general  and 
the  council  of  war  fhall  be  bound  to  acquaint 
the  permanent  council  with  this  delay ;  and  the 
permanent  council  fhall  immediately  autho- 
rize the  great  general  and  the  council  of  war 
to  procure  the  fums  defiincd  for  the  pay  of 
the  troops. 

5.  The  committee  of  war  fhall  have  the 
care  of  the  military  chefl,  and  fhall  f)ay  all  the 
troops  according  to  the  eflablifbed  calculation. 
The  chefl  fhall  be  provided  with  three  keys  5 
one  whereof  fhall  be  kept  by  the  great  gene- 
.  ral,  or,  in  his  abferice,  by  the  prefident  of  the 
.council  of  war ;  the  fccond  by  one  of  the 
commiffioncrs  of  war ;  and  the  third  by  the 
.cafhicr. 

6.  The 
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6.  The  commiflioners  of  war  (hall  judge, 
as  well  all  caufes  between  fbldiers  according 
to  the  military  articles^  as  all  procefles  brought 
by  the  citizens  againil  a  foldier  in  his  military 
capacity :  but  in  cafe  a  foldier  in  his  military 
capaci^  fhould  aegrieve  a  citizen^  then  the 
plaintiff  fhall  apply  to  the  eooiraaiKler  for  rcr 
drefs ;  and  if  he  obtains  none»  he  may  cite 
him  before  the  court  of  juftice  pf  the  place 
where  the  allault  was  committed,  referving 
the  appeal  to  the  committee  of  war. 

7.  No  member  of  the  faid  committee  can 
be  capable  of  being  elefted  nuntio  at  the  next 
diet  5  but  the  commiflioners  may  be  taken 
from  the  nuntios  of  the .  diet,  or  from  other 
nobles,  promifcuoufly. 

A  third  part  of  the  commiflioners  may  be 
continued  tor  the  next  two  years,  if  they 
have  the  plurality  of  ballots  in  their  favour. 
The  fame  holds  good  in  refpeft  to  the  fcnators : 
and  thofe,  who  are  thus  confirmed  in  thefr 
feats  for  two  more  years,  cannot  be  elefted 
the  third  time  for  the  two  next  years. 

8.  In  other  points,  not  contradiflory  to 
thefe  articles,  the  committee  of  war  of  both 
nations  are  maintained  in  their  antient  rights* 

Ejftablifliment  of  the  Military.  Department  in 

the  Permanent  Council. 

1.  The  military  department  in  the  perma- 
nent council  fliall  receive,  twice  a  year,  from 
the  great  general,  the  lift  of  the  army,  to  bte 
examined  and  inferted  in  the  adts. 

2.  The  great  general,  having  a  feat  in  the 
council,  fliall  prefide  in  the  military  depart- 
ment. 
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mcht^  or,  in  his  abfence^   the  {hnior  of  the 
{kid  demxtmmu 

3.  It  any  €<Mnplaint$  ffaali  be  utged  againft 
the  gteat  or  Iktle  generals  for  not  j&lfilling  the 
articles  prefcribed  under  the  title  of  ^'  The 
*^  grfeat  generals  of  both  nations^^'  the  accufed, 
if  members  of  the  permanent  tcouncil, .  ihall 
not  be  prefent  at  the  difcuffion  of  the  iaid 
complaints. 

The  Great  ChaiiceUors  of  both  Nations. 

-  j^  E^ch. great  chanoeHor^  or  bis  colleague 
tb^  vice-chancellor  occupying  his  place,  fhall 
.have  a  comnjittee  coippofed  .<?f  two  fenator«, 
and  four  perfoiis  of  the  equbftrian  order,  to  be 
-chofea  duriag  the, fitting >oftT3e  dietlby  ballot, 
according  to  the  fijrm  prefgribed  iij  the  per- 
manent council,  &C. 

...41.  Each  of  tbofe  piniftcrjs  Jhall  be  bound 
4o  at  leaft  fix  months  refidence  at  Warfaw, 
\upon  the  aflignment  of  ial;aries,  and  each  com- 
miffioner  or  aflcflor  to  at  leaft  foui:  months ; 
^at  the  requifite  number  of  three  per(bns,  in- 
^dn^irxg  the  great  chancellor,  .or  vice-chg^ncel- 
hvy  may  be  pr-q£ent  at  each  meeting. 

Theie  afiettbrs  fhall  receive  each  6000  fl(^ 
:fim:fifir  mnm,  ;=^  £i 66.  i):is.  ^d.  and  thefe  fa- 
laries  fhall  bse  divided  bet»w*en  the  affeffors 
who  attend.  • 

,  .  3.  No  member  of  the  cque^rian  order  in  this 
IjCop^mittee  cajji  be  elci^ed  riuntio  of  the  next 
diet,  &c. 

.   4^  Every  month  the  chancellors  (hall  fend 
Jo. the.  permaneiit  council  a  lift'  of  all  the  pri- 
vileges which  have  paffed  the  feal. 

5.  The 
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5.  The  feals  fhall  remain  in  the  hands  of 
the  great  and  vice-chancellors.  The  chancel- 
lor and  vice-chancellor  of  the  crown  fhall  feal, 
as  before,  the  privileges  referved  to  the  king, 
and  thofe  of  Lithuania  fhall,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, feal  the  privileges  of  that  duchy,  &c. 

6.  The  great  chancellors  and  vice-chancel- 
lors, in  cafe  of  non-compliance  with  any  of 
thefe  articles,  fhall  be  liable  to  be  cited  by  the 
permanent  council  before  the  diet. 

7.  In  all  other  points  the  chancellors  arc 
maintained  in  their  antient  privileges,  not  con^ 
tradidory  to  thefe  articles  jufl  enumerated. 

Department  V. 
Great  Trcafurers  of  both  Nations. 

1.  The  department  erf  the  treafury,  compo- 
fed  of  members  of  the  permanent  council,  fbali 
receive  from  the  committee  of  the  treafury  of 
the  crown  the  lifts  of  the  ordinary  expences, 
&c.  and  fhall  take  care  that  the  receipts  and 
expenditureis  arc  awtbori«ed  by  the  laws. 

2.  Every  month  the  gredt  treafurer  of  the 
'  crown,  and  the  great  treafurer  of  Lithuania, 

fhall  fend  a  report  of  all  the  tranfai^ions  of 
this  department  to  thepieftmancnt  council,  &c. 

3.  Whenever  one  or  both  the  great  trca- 
furers are  ele^ed  members  of  the  permanent 
council,  the  firfl  in  rank  <ha,M  prefide  in  this 
department,  composed  of  the  members  of  tfep 
permanent  council. 

4.  The  commiffioner^fe  of  the  treafury  fhatl 
receive,  and,  upon  proper  deliberation,  admit 
or  rejed  all  niemorials  and  jAans-  relative  to 

commerce^ 
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commerce,  the  augmentation  of- the  revenues, 
the  eftablifhment  of  manufadures,  cleanfing 
rivers,  cutting  canals^  forming  harbours,  mak- 
ing bridges  and  high  roads,  ercding  buildings, 
and  all  other  public  works,  &c.  always  under 
the  control  or  the  permanent  council. 

.  5.  The  commiffioners  of  the  two  nations 
fhall  pay  from  the  public  funds,  deftined  for 
that  purpofe,  the  extraordinary  expcnces  and 
gratifications,  in  compliance  with  the  refoluti- 
ons  pf  the  permanent  council  in  pleno,  &c. 

6.  The  clerks  in  the  committees  of  the 
treafury  of  both  nations  fhall  provide  for 
themfelvcs  proper  fecurities.  The  appoint- 
ment of  thefe  clerks  fhall  belong  to  the  great 
treafurer ;  but  the  examination  of  their  quali- 
fications, the  approbation  or  rejedion  of  their 
iccurities,  fhall  wholly  refl  with  the  commit- 
tee.    The  qualifications  are, 

!•  That  they  are  gentlemen. 

2.  That  they  find  proper  fecurities.    * 

3.  That  their  charaders  are  not  infamous. 

4.  That  they  are  able  to  write- 

5^  That  they  are  able  to  cafl  accounts. 
In  cafe  thefe  clerks  fhould  difcover  any  noto- 
rious incapacity,  the  committee  fhall  have  it 
.in  their  power  to  deprive  them  of  their  charges. 
.  7.  All  the  writings,  decrees,  and  circular 
letters,  ifTued  by  the  committee,  fhall  be  figa- 
cd  by  the  treafurcrs  alone ;  or,  in  their  ab- 
ience,  by  the  firft  in  rank.  In  cafe  the  trea- 
furcrs refufe  to  put  the  feal  to  any  refolutions 
.paflfed  by  the  pdmmittees,  it  fhall  be  efleemed 
valid,  if  figned  by  the  firft  in  rank  next  to  the 
trcafurer,  even  in  the  prefence  of  the  latter  4 

and 
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and   complaints   may  be   urged  againft    the 
treafurer,  for  refufing  to  fign  fuch  refolutions. 

8.  If  the  great  treafurers  remove  from  the 
place  where  the  committees  affemble,  they 
Ihall  be  accompanied  in  their  route  by  fifteen 
of  the  treafury  troops,  provided  that  no  extra* 
ordinary  expence  on  that  account  be  incurred 
by  the  treafiiry,  and  that  no  damage  be  fufier- 
ed  by  the  inhabitants. 

9.  Tb?  troops  of  the  committee  of  the  trea- 
fury (hall  continue  in  the  fame  obedience  to 
the  great  treafurer,  and  the  committee,  as  en- 
joined by  the  diet  of  1768  ;  and  if  any  of  the 
officers,  appointed  by  the  king*s  patent,  ihall 
deferve  punilhment,  he  fhall  be  judged  by  a 
court  martiafl,  compofed  of  the  officers  of  the 
fame  corps,  according  to  the  military  articles, 
and  the  fentencd  fhall  be  fent  to  the  commit- 
tee of  war.  The  number  of  this  corps  fhall 
not  exceed  500  men,  and  the  fum  appropriated 
for  their  fupport  fhall  not  furpafs  that  which 
is  fettled  by  the  conflitution  of  1768. 

10.  If  the  treafurers  difobey  any  of  thefe 
articles,  the  permanent  council  is  bound  to  , 
remonftrate,  and,  in  cafe  of  flill  further  difo?^ 
bedience,  to  cite  them  before  the  diet  as  guilty 
of  high  treafon. 

11.  In  other  points,  the  great  treafurers  are 
maintained  in  their  antient  privileges. 

Changes  and  Explanation  of  the  Conflitution 
of  1768,  relative  to  the  eftablifhment  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Treafury  of  both 
Nations. 

I.  The  commilfioners  of  the  treafury  of  th^ 
crown  fhall  be  compofed  of  the  great  treafurer 

of 
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^f  the  crown^  and  of  nine  commiflionersj  tl^ree 
fenators,  and  fix  from  the  equeftrian  or<- 
der,  &c. 

2.  The  great  treafurers  (hall  be  bound  to  at 
lead  four  months  refidence^  under  pain  of 
lofing  their  falaries  proportionable  to  the  time 
of  their  abfence,  and  thefe  dedudions  fhail 
not  be  divided  among  the  commiflioners  who 
are  prefent^  but  (hall  be  left  in  the  cheit 
The  commifHoners  a]:e  equally  bound  to 
four  months  refidence^  in  order  that  there 
may  be  always  prefent  five  commillloners 
(including  one  or  both  treafurers),  the  re- 
quifite  number  for  holding  a  board.  The 
dedudions  of  the  falaries  for  the  abfent 
commifHoners  (hall  be  divided  amongfl  thofe 
who  are  prefent, 

3»  None  of  the  commiffioners  of  the  equef- 
trian order  can  be  eleded  a  nuntio  for  the  next 
diet,  &c. 

4:  From  this  time  there  (ball  be  a  regifier 
apart  for  tbc^e  decrees  of  the  committee,  which 
relate  to  foreign  affairs,  commerce^,  and  notes 
of  exchange. 

What  caufes  fhall  be  brought  before  the  com* 

mittees  of  the  Treafury. 

1.  Thofe  relative  to  the  unpacking  of  mer- 
chandize which  occafion  any  delays  of  tranf- 
port. 

2.  Imports  of  all  forts  payable  by  the  nobi- 
lity, clergy,  and  towns. 

3.  Of  contracts  of  merchants. 

4.  Of  letters  of  exchange,  which  ihall  be 
further  explained  in  a  law  apart. 

5.  Of 
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5.  Of.  debts  of  merchants  and  workmen. 

6.  Of  weights  and  meafures* 

7.  Of  damages  canfed  to  the  treafury, 
or  of  thefts  and  negligences  of  the  fubaJ- 
terns,  &c. 

In  alt  other  points,  the  committees  of  both 
nations  (hall  b^  maintained  in  all  their  anti- 
ent  privileges,  not  contradidory  to  thefe 
articles  abovementioned* 
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CHAP-      VI. 

Supreme  authority  re/ides  in  the  diet  .^^Origin  of 
the  diet. — Place  and  time  oj  afembling. — • 
Ordinary  and  extraordinary  .---^Convoked  by 
the  king. — Ccnjiituent  parts. -^Kingj  feHate^ 
and  nuntios.  — Proceedings. — Liber  urn  Veto.-^^ 
flijiory  and  caufes  of  its  introduSion. — Its 
dreadful  effeSsn^^^How  remedied. — Diet  of 
confederacy. — Hhe  plain  of  Vola  where  the 
kings  are  eleEled. — Account  of  the  diets  of 
convocation  and  eleSiion. 

1.  HE  general  diet  of  Poland  enjoys,  as  I 
have  before  obferved,  the  fuprcme  authority : 
it  declares  war,  makes  peace,  levies  ibldiers, 
enters  into  alliances,  impofes  taxes,  enads 
laws,  in  a  word,  it  exercifes  all  the  rights  of 
abfolute  fovereignty. 

Some  hiflorians  place  the  earlieft  diet  in  the 
reign  of  Cafimir  the  Great  j  but  it  is  very  un- 
certain whether  it  was  firft  convened  in  his 
time ;  and  ftill  more  doubtful,  of  what  mem- 
bers it  confifted.  Thus  much  is  unqueftion- 
ablp,  that  it  was  not  until  the  reign  of  Cafimir 
III.  that  this  national  affembly  was  modelled 
into  its  prefcnt  form  *. 

The  place  of  holding  the  diets  depended 
formerly  upon  the  will  of  the  kings  5  and  Louis 
even  fumraoned  tw^o  in  Hungary.  In  thofe 
early  times  Petricau  was  the  town  in  which 

they 

*  Sec  p.  8, 9. 
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they  were  moft  frequently  afTembled  j  but  in 
1569,  at  the  union  of  Poland  and  Lithuania, 
Warfaw  was-  apipointed  the  place  of  meeting  5 
and  in  1673,  it  was  enadled^  that  of  three  fuc- 
ceffive  diets,  two  fhould  belield  iti  this  capital, 
and  one  at  Grodno*  in  Lithuania.  This  re- 
gulation hds  been  generally  followed,  until 
the  reign  of  his  prefent  majefty,  when  the  af- 
femblies  have  been  uniformly  fummoned  to  ' 
Warfaw  +*     . 

Diets  are  ordinaf y  and  fextraordmary ;  the 
former  are  convened  every  two  years,  the  lat- 
ter as  occafion  requires.  In  17 17  the  ufual 
feafon  for  the  meeting  of  thfc  ordinary  diets 
yiras  fixed  for  Michaelmas ;  but  during  the 
prefent  reign  it  has  been  occafidnally  changed 
to  the  month  of  Odober  or  Novefnbdf . 

The  kingj  with  the  advice  erf" -the  permanent 
council,  convokes  the  diet,  by  means  of  circu- 
lar letters  iffued  to  all  the  Palatines  in  their 
relpddive  provinces,  at  leaft  fix  wedks  before  * 
the  time  appointed  for  its  meeting  :  thefe  let- 
ters a^e  accompanied  with  ^  fliort  fketch  of  ' 
the  byfinefs  to  be  agitated  in  the  diet. 

The  coilftituent  parts  of  tlie  diet  are  the 
three  eftates  of  the  realm,  namely,  the  king, 
the  ftnatc,  and  the  iiobles  or*  gentry,  by  their 
nuntios  or  t^ptefcntatives.     ^    '     "    ^ 

I.  The  king,  confldered  in  his  Capacity  of 
prefident,  is  only,  as  it  .were;  the  chief  of  the 
diet :  he  fubfdribes  all  a<Ss ;  figns  all  decrees 
agreed  to  by  .the  aflGbmblyi^  iffiies  out  all  ordi- 
nances in  nis  own  namtj  and  that  of  the  re-» 

Vol.  I.  I  .  public^ 

•  ♦  Lengnicli>  Hift.  Pol.  p.  262. 
t  S«e  Book  IL  Chap.  VI.  Art.  Grodno. 
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pabUc^  without  enjoying  t)ie  right  of  a  nega* 
ti ve  in  any  df  thefe  particulars. 

in  all  queilions  he  has  no  YOtc^  excepting 
-upoil  an  equality  of  fufFrages ;  but  is  at  liber" 
ty  to  deliver  his  fentiments  upoa  any  queflion* 
His  prefent  majcfty  is  efteemed  one  of  the 
moft  leloqiient  among  the  Polifli  xirators:  he 
ha!s  an  agreeable  tone  of  voice^  and  much 
fkiil  iir  fuiting  and  varying  his  cadence  to  the 
fubjeds  of  his  difcourfe ;  he  harangues  with 
great  energy  of  %ie  and  dignity  of  manner ; 
and  his  fpeeches  always  make  a  confiderable 
impreffion  upon  the  members  of  the  diet. 

When  he  is  difpofed  to  fpeak,  he  rifes  from 
his  feat^  advances  a  few  fteps,  and  cries  out^ 
'*  I  fm^mon  the  roimfters  of  ftatc  to  the 
**  throne."  Then  the  great  officers  of  the 
ctown^  who  are  fitting  at  the  lower  .end  of  the 
feAate^hauie,  come  torward  atid  Hand  near 
jthe  kin^.  The  four  great  marfhab  ftrike 
the  ground  at  the  fame  time  with  their  flafls 
of  office ;  and  the  firft  in  rank  fays,  ^  The 
**  king  is  going  to  fpeakj"  after  which  his 
majefly  begins. 

iu  The  fecond  cftatc,  or  the  fenate,  is  coiii- 
po&d  of  ipiritmal  and  temporal  fenators. 

u  The  bifhops  or  fenators  fpiritual  have 
the  precedence  over  the  temporal  fenatorau 
The  archbiihop  of  Gneiha  is  primate  and 
chief  of  the  fenate,  and  is  viceroy  in  cafe  of 
an  interregnum. 

2.  The  temporal  are  Palatines,  Cailellans, 
and  the  great  officers  of  flate. 

The  palatiaes  are  the  governors  of  the  pro- 
vinces, who  hold  their  offices  for  life.    In  time 

of 
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cf  w;ar,  wheo  tbe  army  of  the  Fepi^ip  is  fW* 
]7K>ned^  the  ;palatines  levy  and  lead  the  ^oe 
of  their  palatinates  into  the  6eld^  according  t& 
the  tejpure  of  feudal  fervices  ;  in  time  of  peace 
they  cohvioke  the  aiTennhlies  of  the  palartin^es^ 
prefide  in  the  county  courts  of  juiSicej  and 
judge  the  Jews  within  their  fdpe6U-v^  jurif-** 
didions^  &c. 

The  Cailellans  ^^-e  divided  >nto  Gravd  and 
Petty  CaiteUa4:i6 :  their  office,  in  time  o£  peace, 
is  merely  nomiiial  ^  but  v^hen  the  mUita?^ 
or  feiidjil  iervices  are  requirpd,  they  skre  the 
lieutenanjts  q£  the  palatines,  \m^  whom  th^y 
commaa4  the  troops  of  the  feyeral  d^ri^^  in 
tbe  p^latiQaJtes. 

The  jgi^at  ^wfficers  qf  the  republic,  who  fit 
in  the  feeate,  are  tm  io  »«mbflr,  nam^y,  the 
two  gceat  marOiaU  of  Poland  and  LHhvawa, 
the  two  gr€»t  <;hanceiler^s,-^e  two  viceHchaii-^ 
cellars^'  the  two  great  tre^Anrecp,  ^io^  the  twp 
fub-QiarF^hals. 

Ali  the  fenators  were  formerly  appointed  by 
thejiing;  but  by  the  late  change  of  govern- 
ment, his  majefty's  choice  is  reftrifted  to  one 
of  three  candidates  pre(erited  by  the  perma- 
nent- council*.  The  fenators,  once  nomi- 
nated, cannot  be  deprived  of  their  charges, 
excepting  by  the  diet. 

3.  The  third  eftate  is  formed  by  the  nuntios 
or  reprefentatives  of  the  equeflrian  order. 
Thefe  reprcfihitatives  are  chofen  in  the  die- 
tines  or  affem'blies  of  each  palatinate,  in  whiph 
every  noble  or  gentleman,  at  the  age  of  eigh- 

I  2  teen, 

*  See  p.  79. 
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teen,  has  a  vote,  or  is  capable  of  being  defied. 
There  is  no  qualification  in  point  of  property 
required,  either  for  the  eledlors,  or  elected; 
it  is  only  necelTary  that  the  nuntio  fhould  be  a 
noble,  that  is,  a  perfon  not  engaged  in  trade 
dr  commerce,  poffeffing  land  himfelf,  or  the 
fon  of  a  perfon  poffeffing  land,  or  of  an  ancient 
family  which  formerly  poffeffed  land*.  Each 
nuntio  muft  be  twenty-three  years  of  age. 

The  general  proceedings  of  the  diet  are  as 
follow :  The  king,  fenate,  and  nuntios  firft 
mefet  altogether  in  the  cathedral  of  Warfaw, 
and  hear  mafs  and  a  fermon.  After  fervice, 
the  members  of  the  fenate,  or  upper-houfe, 
repair  to  the  fenate-houfe ;  and  the  nuntios, 
Or  lower-houfe,  to  their  chamber,  when  the 
latter  choofe,'  by  a  majority  of  voices,  a  mar- 
fhal,  or  fpeaker,  of  the  equeftrian  order :  in 
order  to  preclude  unneceflary  delays,  the  elec- 
tion is  required  to  take  place  within  three  days 
after  their  meeting-f-.     Two  days  after  the 

choice 

*  Eft  autem  i)obilis  qui  {>atre  tiobilt  natus  in  fuis  pofieilionibus  vi- 
▼ens  jyribus  nobilium  utitur.  Leng.  J.  P.  v.  IL  p.  8.  Les  nobles 
qui  ont  des  terres,  leurs  enfans  males,  leu'rs  freres,  et  autres  qui  font 
reconnus  pour  avoir  Jeurs  pofleflions  ct  etre  de  race  ancienne  et  no- 
ble Loix  et  Conf.  de  la  Diete  de  1 768.  p.  62. 

t  Formerly,  it  being  ftipulated  that  the  election  of  the  marihal 
fliouid  take  place  as  foon  as  pofCble,  in  moft  diets  much  time  elapA 
ed  befpre  a  marflial  was  chofen ;  and  as  the  fitting  of  the  national 
afTchibly  js  confined  to  fix  wee^s,  it  fometimes  happened,  that  the 
nuntios  could  never  agree  in  the  choice ;  and  fijveral  diets  broke  up 
without  tran(a€ting  any  bufinefs.  Connor,  who  vifited  Poland  in 
John  SobieCki's  reign,  fays  upon  this  head,  ^'  He  that  defigns  to  be 
*'  ele^ed  marfhal,  muft  treat  the  gentry  all  the  while,  otherwife  he 
**  would  have  no  vote  for  him ;  and  commonly  they  prolong  the 
*^  eledion,  that  they  may  live  the  longer  at  the  candidates  char- 
**  ges/'    v.  II.  p.  9z. 

Ift  order  to  remedy  this  inconvenience,  it  was  eha6ted  in  1690, 
that  the  marihal  muft  be  chofen  on  the  firft  day  of  the  meeting  ;  but 
in  1768,.  the  time  allowed  for  the  efe£tion  was  extended  to  three 
jdays.  See  Leng.  J.  P.  II.  p.  322.  and  Loix  et  Conft.  de  1 768,  p.  52. 
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choice  of  their  fpeaker,  the  king,  fenate^  and 
nuntios,  affemble  in  the  fenate-houfe,  which 
is  called  the  jundion  of  the  two  houfcs.  The 
nuntios  then  kifs  the  king's  hand,  and  the 
members  of  the  diet  take  their  places  in  the 
following  order. 

The  king  is  feated,  in  regal  ftate,  upon  a 
raifed  throne,  under  a  canopy  at  the  upper  end 
of  the  apartment.  At  the  lower  end,  op|>ofitc 
the  throne,  lit  in  armed  chairs  the  ten  officers 
of  ftate.  The  bifhops  *,  palatines,  and  Caf- 
tellans»  are  ranged  in  three  rows  of  armed 
chairs,  extending  from  the  throne  on  each  fide ; 
and  behind  thefe  are  placed  the  nuntios  upon 
benches  covered  with  red  cloth.  The  fenators 
have  the  privilege  of  wearing  their  caps,  but 
the  nuntios  remain  uncovered, 

All  the  members  being  feated,  the  PaBa 
Conventa  are  read,  when  the  fpeaker  of  the 
equefirian  order,  as  well  as  each  nuntio,  is 
empowered  to  interrupt  the  perufal  by  remon- 
ilrating  againfl  the  infringement  of  any  par- 
ticular article,  and  demanding  at  the  fame 
time  a  redrefs  of  grievances.  Then  the  great 
chancellor  propofes,  in  the  ^king's  name,  the? 
queftions  to  be  taken  into  confideration ;  after 
which,  his  majefty  nominates  three  fenators, 
and  the  fpeaker  fix  nuntios,  to  prepare  the 
bills.    The  diet,  by  majority  of  voices,  chufes 

a  conxmitteei 

*  IncIudiDi  the  archhifhops  of  Gnefiia  and  Vilna>  each  at  the 
head  of  his  relpedllve  fuifragans. 

The  reader  will  find  a  print  which  gives  a  faithful  reprefentation 
of  the  diet  in  Connor's  Hift.  of  Poland,  v.  II.  p.  8i.  One  trifling 
error  muft  be  correftcd  :  the  feats  marked  i  u  i  are  for  the  miniftcri 
of  ftate  when  not  landing  near  the  throne. 
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t  commhtee  to  eicanfiine  the  accounts  of  the 
treafwry. 

The  B^embers  *  of  the  permanent  council 
are  eleded  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  chapter. 

Thefe  preliminary  tranfaSions  muft  be  dis- 
patched in  the  fpacc  of  three  weeks  ^  ait  which 
j[)eriod  the  two  honfes  fcpaf ate :  the  nnntios 
retire  into  their  own  chamber^  and  all  the  bills 
undergo  a  feparate  difcuffion  in  both  houfes. 
Thofe  which  relate  to  the  treafury  are  ap- 
Jjroved  or  rcjeded  by  the  fcntiments  of  the 
majority.  But  Jn  all  ftatc^matters -j^  of  the 
highcft  importance  no  rcfolution  of  the  diet  is 
valid^  unlefs  ratified  by  the  unanimous  afient 
of  every  nuntio,  each  of  whom  is  able  to  fuf- 
pend  all  proceedings  by  his  exertion  of  the 
Liberum  Veto. 

The  diet  muft  not  fit  longer  than  fix  weeks  : 
on  the  firft  day,  therefore,  of  the  fixth  week 
the  fenate  and  nuntios  meet  again  in  the 
fcnate^-houfe.     The  ftatet-bilk  (proyidpd  they 

are 

f  Tte  cqiicftrian  members  of  the  laft  permanent  council  are  per- 
mitted to  be  prefent  ift  this  afTembl^,  without  having  any  vote,  un- 
lit the  rcfolution^  of  the  cotnci!  are  approved  by  the  diet.  The 
fenators;  v^ho  have  a  feat  in  the  council,  are  prefig^it  of  courfe. 

\  Matters  of  ftate  are  thus  defined  by  the  conftiiution  of  1768. 
I.  liicreafe  or  altefation  of  the  taxes.  %.  Augmentation  of  the  ar- 
piy.  3.  Treaties  of  alliance  and  peace  with  the  neighbouring  pow* 
crs.  4.  Declaration  0/  war.  5.  Naturalization  and  creation  of  no- 
bility. 6.  Redudion  of  the  coin.  7.  Augmentation  or  diminution 
in  the  charges  of  the  tribunals,  or  in  the  authority  of  the  minifters 
of  peace  and  war.  8.  Creation  of  phices.  9.  Oriier  of  holding  the 
diets  or  dietines.  lo-  Alterations  in  the  tribunal*  11.  Augmen- 
tation of  the  prerogatives  of  the  fcnatus-confulta.  12.  Pcrmiflioti 
to  the  king  to  purchafe  lauds  for  his  fuccellbrs.  13.  ArrieP-ban^or 
fummoning  the  nobles  to  arms. 

In  all  thefe  cafes  unanimity  is  requifite.  See  Loix  et  Conft.  de  la 
diete  de  i  76S,  p.  46. 
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are  un^^niniQiifly  agreed  to  by  the  nuntios^  aa 
event  which  fcldom  happena  in  a  free  diet) 
are  pafled  into  laws ;  but  tf  that  unaainaity 
be  wanting  to  them,  they  dand  rejcfted ;  and 
the  bufiijefs  relating  to  the  treafbry,  which 
has  been  carried  by  a  majority,  is  read  and  re** 
giftered. 

While  tte  bilk  are  debating  in  the  lower 
ho\i&,  the  king^  fenate>  and  eighteen  nuntioa^ 
form  a  fnpreme  court  of  judicatnre,  by  which 
9U  nobles  accufed  of  capital  crimes  aK  tried ; 
and  all  appeals  froiti  inferior  courts  determined 
in  the  laft  refort.  The  majority  decides,  and 
the  king  gives  fentence. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  fixth  week  the 
laws,  which  have  paflbd,  are  figned  by  the 
fpeaker  and  nnntios,  and  the  diet  is  of  courfe 
diflblved* 

The  extraordinary  diets  are  fubje^a  to  the 
fame  regulatioos  as  the  ordinary  diets,  with 
this  difference,  that  they  cannot,  by  the  con- 
Hitutions  of  1768,  continue  longer  than  a  fort- 
night. The  fame  day  in  which  the  two  houfes 
aiTemble  in  the  fenate-houfe,  the  queilions 
are  to  be  laid  before  them  ;  and  the  nuntios 
return  immediately  to  their  own  chamber. 
On  the  thirteenth  day  from  their  firft  meet-^* 
ing,  the  two  houfes  are  again  united;  and 
im  the  fifteenth  day,  after  the  laws  have 
been  read  and  iigned,  the  di^t  bfcaks  up  as 
ufual. 

The  moft  extraordinary  charaderiftic  in  the 
conftitution  of  Poland,  apd  which  feems  pe- 
culiarly to  diftinguifh  this  government  from 
all  others,  both  in  ancient  and  modem  times, 


I20  GOVERNMENT  OF  POLAND-  B  I. 

is  the  Liberum  VetOy  or  the  power  which  each 
nuntio  enjoys  in  a  free  diet  *,  not  only  like 
the  tribunes  of  ancient  Rome,  of  putting  a 
negative  upon  any  law,  but  even  of  diffolving 
the  affembly.  That  every  member  of  a  nu- 
jnetous  fociety  fhould  be  invefted  with  fuch  a 
dangerous  privilege,  in  the  midft  of  the  moft 
important  national  tranfadlioris,  is  a  circum- 
fiance  in  itfelf  fo  incredible,  as  to  deferve  a 
jninute  epquiry  into  the  caufes  which  intro- 
duced a  cuftom  fo  pregnant  with  anarchy,  and 
fo  detrimental  to  public  welfare. 

The  privilege  in  queftion  is  not  to  be  found 
in  any  period  of  the  Polifh  hiftory  antecedent 
to  the  reign  of  John  Gafimir.  It  was  under 
his  adminiffration,  that  in  the  year  1652, 
^hen  the  diet  of  Warfe^y  was  debating  upon 
tranfadions  of  the  utmoft  importance  which 
required  a  fpeedy  determination,  that  Sicin- 
fki-f,  nuntio  of  Upita  in  Lithuania,  cried 
out,  "  1  flop  the  proceedings."  Having  ut- 
tered thefe  wordsj  he  quitted  the  affembly, 
and,  repairing  immediately  to  the  chancellor, 
protefted ;  that  as  many  a<5ls  had  been  pro- 
pofed  and  cajrried  contrary  to  the  conftitution 
of  the  republic,  if  the  diet  contipued  to  fit,  he 
fhould'  confider  it  as  an  infringement  of  the 
laws.  The  members  were  thunderftruck  at  a 
proteft  of  this  nature^  Tiitherto  unknown. 
Warm  debaites  took  place  about  the  propriety 
of  continuing  or  diffolving  the  diet :  at  length, 

^  however, 

♦  A  free  diet,  in  which  unanimity  is  requifite,  is  diftinguifhcd 
from  a  diet  of  confederacy,  inVHich  all  buunefs'is  carried  Ijy  the 
gaajofity. '  ' 

+  Lcng.  Jus  Pub.  V.  II.  p.  2 1 5. 
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however,  the  venal  and  difcontented  fa^ion, 
who  fupported  the  proteft,  obtained  the  ma- 
jority ;  and  the  aflembly  broke  up  in  great 
conRifion. 

This  tranfadipa  changed  entirely  the  con-, 
ilitution  of  Poland,  and  gave  an  unlimited 
fcope  to  mifrule  and  fadion.  The  caufes 
which  induced  the  Poles  to  acquieice  in  efta- 
blifhing  the  Liberum  VetOy  thus  cafually  intro- 
duced, were  probably  the  following. 

1.  It  was  th^  intereft  pf  the  great  officers  of 
ftate,  particularly  the  great  general,  the  gteat 
treafurer,  and  great  jnarfhal,  in  whofe  hands 
were  vcfted  the  adminiflration  of  the  army, 
the  finances,  and  the  police,  to  abridge  the 
fitting  of  the  diet.  Thefe  great  officers  of 
ftate,  being  once  nominated  by  the^  king,  en- 
joyed their  appointments  for  life,  totally  in- 
dependent of  his  authority,  and  liable  to  no 
controul  during  thp  intervals  of  the  diets,  to 
which  alone  they  were  refponfible.  This 
powerful  body  accordingly  ftrongly  efpoufed 
the  Liberum  VetOy  confcious  they  could  eafily, 
and  at  all  times,  fecure  a  nuntio  to  proteft ;  and 
by  that  means  elude  alj  enqpiry  into  fheir  ad- 
miniftr^tipi). 

2.  By  a  fundamental  law  of  the  repub- 
lic, all  nobler  accufed  of  capital  ^crimes  can 
only  be  brought  to  trial  before  the  diet  j  and 
as,  at  the  period  jpft  mpntipned,  many  per- 
fons  flood  under  that  defer iption,  all  thefe 
and  their  adherents  naturally  favoured  an 
expedient  itending  to  diflblve  the  only  tri- 
bunal, by  which  they  could  be  convidcd  and 
pupiflied. 

3-  The 
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3.  The  exigencies  of  the  ilate,  occafion- 
ed  by  the  continual  wars  in  which  Folaiul 
had  been  engaged^  demanded,  at  this  par- 
ticular crifis,  an  impofition  of  feveral  heavy 
taxes  :  as  the  fole  power  of  levying  all  pe- 
cuniary aids  refided  in  the  diet  ;  all  the 
nuntios,  therefore,  who  oppofed  the  railing  of 
additional  fubfidies,  feconded  the  propofal  for 
ibortening  the  duration  erf  that  affembly. 

4.  But  the  principal  reafon,  which  car- 
ried through,  and  afterwards  fupported  the 
pojver  of  diffolving  diets,  is  to  be  derived 
from  the  influence  of  fome  of  the  great 
neighbouring  powers,  interefted  to  foment 
anarchy  and  confufion  in  the  Poliih  counfels. 
Before  this  period,  if  they  wiflicd  to  form 
a  cabal,  and  to  carry  any  point  in  the  natio- 
nal affembly,  they  were  obliged  to  fecure 
a  majority  of  votes  :  under  the  new  arrange- 
ment they  were  able  to  attain  their  end  on 

.  much  eafier  terms,  and  to  put  an  end  to  any 
diet  unfriendly  to  their  views,  by  the  corrup- 
tion of  a  fingle  member. 

The  bad  effeds  of  the  Liber um  Veto  were 
foon  felt  by  the  nation  to  fuch  an  alarming 
degree,  that  all  the  members  in  the  diet  of 
1670  bound  themfelves  by  an  oath  not  to 
exert  it,  and  even  paffed  a  refolution,  de- 
claring its  exertion  entirely  void  of  effed 
in  the  courfe  of  that  meeting.  Notwith- 
fianding>  however,  thefe  falutary  precautions, 
one  Zabokr^i&i,  nuntio  from  the  palatinate  of 
Bratlau,  interpofing  his  negative,  brought  this 
very  diet  to  a  premature  diffolution*. 

This 

^  Zawodchi  Hifi:.  Arcana. 
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This  Liberum  VetOy  indeed^  has  been  always 
confidered  by  the  mofft  intelligent  Poles  as  one 
of  the  principal  caufes,  which  has  contributed 
to  the  decline  of  their  country.  From  the  aera 
of  its  ^fiabliihment  public  bufinefs  has  conti- 
nually fuiFered  the  moft  fatal  interruption ; 
it  abrtfptly  broke  up  fcven  diets  in  the  reign 
of  John  Cafimir;  four  under  Michael  j  fcven 
tinder  John  Sobiefki ;  and  thirty  during  the 
reigns  of  the  two  Aiigufti :  fo  that,  within 
the  fpace  of  112  years,  48  diets  have  been 
precipitately  diffolved  by  its  operation ;  du- 
ring which  period  Poland  has  continued  almoft 
without  laws,  without  juftice,  and,  excepting 
the  reign  of  John  Sobie&i,  with  few  fymptbms 
of  military  vigour.  Yet  fo  ftrongly  did  the 
motives  above  difplayed  attach  the  Poles  to 
this  pernicious  privilege,  that  in  the  aft  of 
confederacy,  framed  in  1696  after  the  deceafe 
of  John  Sobielki,  the  Liberum  Veto  is  called 
the  deareft  and  moil  invaluable  palladium  of 
PoHfh  liberty  f . 

The  Poles,  however,  having  fatally  experi- 
enced the  diforders  arifing  from  the  Liberum 
FetOj  would  certainly  have  abolifhed  it,  if 
they  had  not  been  prevented  by  the  parti- 
tioning powers ;  and  it  iliU  exifts  in  its  full 
force  *» 

I  ought 

t  Unicvm  et  fpecialiflimiiin  Jus  Cardinale. 

*  Jt  would  appear,  at  firft  fight,  as  if,  by  the  following  regulati- 
on, eiUbliftied  by  the  diet  of  1766,  the  e^ertiqn  of  the  Uienm 
Veu  was  in  fome  indances  reftrained.  *'  The  abfence  of  a  nuntio, 
*'  who  has  interrupted  the  proceedings  of  the  diet,  ihall  be  no 
'*  hindrance  to  the  tranfa6iion  of  ti^eafury  matters."  Loix  et  Conft* 
de  la  diete  de  Varfovie,  1768,  p.  56.  But  this  reftri^ton  of  ,|hc 
Liherum  Feto^  in  effect,  is  of  no  validity. 

For  among  the  cardinal  laws  efiabliflied  by  the  fame  diet,  it  is 

enacted. 


i 
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I  ought  not  to  omit  obferving,  that  neither 
the  king  or  the  fenate,  but  only  the  nuntios^ 
enjoy  the  power  of  interpofing  this  negative 
upon  the  proceedings  of  the  diet  -f-. 

It  will  naturally  ftrike  the  reader,  that  if 
every  reprefentative  poffeflcs  the  Liberum 
VitOy  how  can  any  tranfadion  be  carried  on  ? 
or  how  is  it  poflible  that  any  one  bill 
fhould  pafs  into  a  law  ?  for  no  motion  can  be 
conceived  which  is  not  liable  to  be  oppofed 
by  the  iittf-igues  of  party,  or  the  jealoufy  of  the 
neighbouring  powers.  \xi  order,  therefore,  to 
avoid  the  anarchy  attendant  upon  free  diets 
through  the  operation  of  the  Liberum  VetOy  the 
Poles  have  lately  had  recourfe  to  diets  by 
confederacy ;  which,  thpugh  compofed  of  the 
fame  members,  and  held  under  the  fame  exte- 
rior forms  as  free  diets,  differ  from  them  in  the 
lefleiitial  circum^ance  of  ^llqwing  bvifinefs  to 

be 

emdedy  "  that  matters  of  (late  cannot  be  pafled  but  by  a  free 
••  diet  and  unanimous  confent  ;"  p.  i8.  And  again,  *'  that  after 
**  the  treafury  bufinefs,  inatters  of  ftate  ihall  be  bought  forward, 
**  when  the  oppolition  of  a  (ingle  nuntio  (hall  (lop  s^U  proceed-* 
*•  ings;"  p.  56.  And  in-another  place  it  is  decreed,  "  that  in  free 
**  diets»  the  Liberum  Veto  (ball  hold  good  in  all  matters  of  date  'J* 
p.  44.  When  we  recoliedt  the  definition  of  dale  maters  ^p.  1 18, 
note  +),  we  cannot  but  perceive,  that  the  power  of  interpoung  a 
negative  dill  effedlually  exiils.  To  abate  its  exertion  in  iTmalt 
pomts»  and  to  eftabli(h  it  in  the  moft  important  affairs,  is  pp^  ^ea^ 
prevention  of  the  eviU 

In  fad,  as  a  proof  that  it  continues  in  its  full  force,  we  m^y  ob- 
fcrve,  that  fince  the  year  1768,  no  free  diet  has  teen  convened; 
i  mean  before  I  vi(ited  Poland.  An  account  qf  what  haspaffed  (ince 
I  quitted  the  country,  doe$  not  fall  under  my  pkm.  1  recoUefl 
indeed  to  have  feen,  in  fome  foreign  Gazette,  that  a  ftee  diet  had 
been  lately  affemblcfd,  but  that  nothing  material  had  been  tranf- 
»€^ed  in  it. 

"t  Lengnich  feys,  that  the  fenators  have  the  power  of  breaking 
wp  the  diet ;  but  he  adds,  that  they  never  make  ufe  of  this  privilege; 
Jus  Pub.  II.  p.  46.  w.bick  amounts  to  the  fame  as  tbeir  not  hav- 
i»giU 
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be  determined  by  the  plurality  of  votes. 
Thefq  diets  have  long  been  known  to  the  con- 
flitution,  and  have  at  times  been  u fed  upon 
extraordinary  emergencies  ;  but  within  thefc 
ten  years  they  have  been  regularly  held  at 
the  ftated  time  for  fummoning  ordinary  diets. 
Indeed,  according  to  the  true  principles  of  the 
Polifli  government,  no  confederacy  ought  to 
be  entered  into  excepting  upon  the  following 
'  occafions :  in  defence  of  the  king's  perfon,  up- 
on any  foreign  invafion  or  domeftic  confpi- 
racy ;  and  during  an  interregnum  at  the  diets 
of  convocation  and  eledion  *.  But  as  no 
other  means  have  been  found  to  prevent  per- 
petual anarchy,  the  nation  is  obliged  to  fub- 
mit  to  an  infringement  of  the  confiitution^ 
which  operates  for  the  general  good  -f-. 

Diet  of  Election. 

During  my  continuance  at  Warfaw  I  vifit- 
cd  the  fpot  where  the  kings  of  Poland  arc 
chofen.  I  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  be  accom- 
panied by  a  nobleman  of  the  fenate,  who 
obligingly  explained  all  the  forms  and  ceremo- 
nies of  the  eledion,  and  anfwered  all  the  quef- 
tions  which  my  curiofity  fuggefted  to  me  upon 
the  occafion.  Immediately  upon  my  return 
to  Warfaw,  while  my  memory  was  yet  warm, 
I  noted  down  the  following  account  of  the 
place  and  mode  of  eledion :  I  was  more  cir- 

cumftantial 

*  It  is  decreed,  however,  by  the  code  of  1768,  thst  in  every  diet 
of  convocation  all  (late  matters  muft  pafs  unanimou(ly»  p.  58. 

+  But  as  it  is  enadted  by  the  diet;  of  1768,  that  all  matters  of  ftate 
mud  be  carried  unanimouHy  in  free  diets,  I  prelume  that  the  diets 
by  confederacy  only  tranfadt  the  common  bufinefs,  without  making 
siny  new  laws^  or  repealing  old  flatures. 
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cumfiantial  than  ufxia)^  as  vrtll  bdeaiiie  the 
iu'bjed  is  intereiling,  as  because  moft  of  the 
defcriptions  which  I  have  read  of  this  ceremo^ 
ny  abound  with  errors. 

The  fpot,  which  is  fettled  by  the  conflituti* 
on  for  the  place  of  eledioa,  is  the  plain  of 
Vola,  about  three  miles  from  the  capital.  In 
the  midft  of  this  pAain  are  two  enclofiires  of 
ground,  one  for  the  fenate^  a^nd  the  other  far 
the  nuntios.  The  former  is  of  an  oblong 
ihape^  furrounded  by  a  kind  of  rampari  0r 
ditch  J  in  the  midft  of  which  is  ereded  at  the 
time  of  eledion,  a  temporary  building  of 
wood,  called/zcpay  covered  at  top  and  opea  at 
the  fides*  Near  it  is  the  other  enclofure  for 
the  nuntios,  of  a  circular  fliape,  from  which 
it  derives  its  name  of  iofa  or  circle,  within 
which  there  is  no  building  ereded,  the  nun- 
tios aflembling  in  the  open  air.  When  the 
two  chambers  are  joined,  they  meet  within 
the  ioJay  the  fenators  chairs  and  the  benches  fbc 
the  nuntios  being  ranged  in  the  fame  regular 
order  as  in  the  fenate-houfe  at  Warfaw,  while 
the  feat  of  the  primate  is  placed  in  the  middle* 
The/zopa  is  always  pulled  down  at  the  c(mi^ 
clufion  of  the  ele^ion;  fo  that  I  could  only 
trace  the  fite  of  the  inclofures,  the  ramparts  of 
earth  remaining  in  the  fame  ftate*  i  had  an 
opportunity,  however,  of  feeing  a  painting  re- 
prefenting  the  Jzopa  and  whole  fcene  of 
cledtion,  which,  as  I  was  informed,  was  per- 
fedly  accurate. 

But  before  I  defcribe  the  eleftion,  it  may  be 
neceffary  to  give  a  fhort  detail  of  tjie  principal 
occurrences  which  precede  that  ceremony. 

tjpon 
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Upon  the  kk^'s  defiiife  the  wtefrcgiiuin 
commences :  the  regal  authoritf  i$  then  yeft* 
ed  in'  the  archbi&ap  of  Gae&a  priiiate  of 
Poland^  as  interrex  or  regent.  He  announces 
the  death  of  the  king  by  circular  letters,  conr 
vokes  dbe  dietines  and  diets  of  convocaCion  ; 
and,  in  a  word,  perforiBS  all  the  ftindions  of 
royalty  during  the  vacancy  in  the  throne. 

The  dietj  which  is  firft  convened  upon  the 
fovereign's  deceafe,  is  called  the  diet  of  con- 
vocatiob,  and  is  always  heki  at  Warfaw,  pre- 
vious to  the  diet  of  eledion,  which  aflembles 
in  the  plain  of  Wola.  The  fovereign  autho- 
rity reiides  in  this  ^fiembly,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  in  thoie  which  arc  iummoned  while 
the  ithr^Mie  is  fiUed.  The  primate  pre£des 
like  the  king,  with  this  difierence,  that  he  doffi 
not  place  him!felfuipon  the  throne,  but  fits  in 
an  armed  chair  i^ationed  in  the  middle  of  the 
fenate-houfc.  The  diet  iffues  out  aSs  or 
ordiikaoiceis,  arranges  or  changes  ihe  form  of 
goviernnient,  fettles  the  PaSa  ConventUi  and 
appoints  the  meeting  of  tibe  diet  of  eledion. 
The  intensal  between  the  death  of  the  king 
and  the  nomination  of  his  fucccffor  lis  uncer- 
tain; it«  longer  orflicH^er  duration  depending 
ttpOQ  the  ititoigues  ami  cabals  of  the  candi- 
dates, iw  the  pkaftire  of  thofe  foreign  powers, 
who  give  kw  to  Polaind.  It  is  always  a  ilate 
of  turbulence  «nd  licentioufhefs  ^  the  kingdom 
is  divided  into  endlefs  parties  and  fadions  k 
juflice  is  in  a  manner  fufpended;  and  the 
nobles  commit  every  diforder  with  impu- 
nity. 

Unanimity 
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Unanimity  ♦  being  requifite  in  all  matters 
of  ftate,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  t)ie  delays  and 
cabals,  the  influence  and  corruption,  employ- 
ed to  gain  the  members  iii  the  diet  of  convo- 
cation. As  foon  as  all  the  points  are  adjufted, 
whether  the  ads  have  pafTed  unanimoufly  ot 
otherwife,  the  members,  pfevious  to  their 
reparation,  enter  into  a  general  confederacy 
to  fupport  and  maintain  the  refolutions  of  the 
diet. 

At  the  appoittted  day  the  diet  of  eledion 
is  alTembled,  during  which  Warfaw  arid  its 
environs  is  a  fcene  of  confufiori,  afld  frequent- 
ly of  bloodihed.  The  chief  nobility  have 
large  bodies  of  troops  in  their  fervice,  and 
repair  to  the  diet  attended  by  their  numerous 
vaflals  and  a  large  retinue  df  domeflics  ;  while 
each  petty  baron,  who  can  afford  to  maintain 
them,  parades  about  \vith  his  retainers  and 
flaves. 

On  the  day  in  which  the  diet  of  eledioft  is 
opened,  the  primate,  fenate,  and  nobility,  re- 
pair to  the  cathedral  of  Warfaw,  to  hear  mafs 
and  a  fermon ;  from  whence  they  proceed  in 
due  order  to  the  plain  of  Wola.  The  fenators 
enter  the  fzopa^  and  the  nufttios  take  their 
places  within  the  kola ;  while  the  dther  fli<rf>lesi 
a^re  flationed  in  the  plain.  The  fenate  and  the 
nuntios,  after  having  palTed  their  refpeftive 
refolutions,  as  in  the  ordinary  diets,  affemble 

together 

*  This  unanimity,  in  fa6t,  does  not  exift  ;  for  the  ftrongcft  fide 
forces  the  weaker  to  accede  or  to  retire.  Yet  in  the  diet  of  1768 
it  was  ena^ed,  that  in  the  diets  of  convocation  Hate  quedions 
could  only  be.  carried  unanimoufly.  Several  diets  of  convo- 
cation have  been  frequently  aiT^mbled  before  all  the  affairs  could 
be  finally  arranged. 
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together  in  the  kohy  when  the  primate,  feated 
in  the  middle,  lays  before  them  the  objedls  to 
be  taken  into  confideration ;  the  Pa£ia  Con-^ 
ventay  fettled  at  the  diet  of  convocation,  are 
read  and  approved,  all  neceifary  arrangements 
made,  and  the  day  of  eledion  appointed.  The 
diet  then  gives  audience  to  the  foreign  mini- 
fters,  who  are  permitted  by  recommendation 
to  interfere  in  the  choice  of  a  king,  and  to  the 
advocates  of  the  feveral  candidates.  AH  thefe 
affairs  take  up  feveral  days ;  and  would  per- 
haps never  be  terminated,  as  unanimity  is 
requifitc,  if  the  affembly  was  not  overawed 
by  the  foreign  troops,  who  are  always  quar- 
tered near  the  plain  of  eletftion. 

Upon  the. day  appointed  for  the  eledion, 
the  ^nate  and  nuiitios  aiTemble,  as  before,  in 
the  kolay  while  the  nobles  are  ranged  in  the 
open  field,  in  feparate  bodies  according  to 
their  feveral  palatinates,  with  ftandards  borne 
before  them,  and  the  principal  officers  of  each 
diftrid  on  horfeback. 

The  primate,  having  declared  the  nam^s  of 
the  candidates,  kneels  down  and  chants  a 
hymn  j  after  which  the  fenators  and  nuntios 
join  the  gentry  of  their  refpedive  palatinates: 
then  the  primate,  on  horfeback,  or  in  a  car- 
riage, goes  round  the  plain  to  the  different 
bodies  of  the  gentry  as  they  are  ffationed  ac- 
cording to  their  palatinates  -,  and,  having  col- 
leded  the  votes,  proclaims  the  fuccefsful  can- 
didate. Each  noble  does  not  give  his  vote 
iepajrately,  for  that  would  be  endlefs;  but 
when  the  primate  goes  round,  the  coUedled 
body  of  each  palatinate  name  the  perfon  they 

Vol.  I.  K  cfpQufe. 
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efpoufe.     At  the  conclufion  of  this  ceremony, 
the  affembly  breaks  up. 

On  the  following  day  the  fenatc  and  nun- 
tios  return  to  the  plain  ;  when  the  fucccfsful 
candidate  is  again  proclaimed,  and  a  deputy 
difpatched  to  acquaint  him  of  his  eledion,  as 
no  candidate  is  allowed  to  be  prefent.  Aftef 
the  proclamation,  the  gentry  retire ;  and  the 
diet,  having  appointed  the  diet  of  coronation, 
is  diffolved. 

All  eledtions  are  contefted;  but  for  fome 
time  they  have  always  been  unanimous  upon 
the  fpot,  from  the  terror  of  a  neighbouring 
army.  In  cafe  of  an  oppofition,  the  party 
who  will  not  accede  retire  from  the  plain,  and 
remonftrate  againft  the  eledion ;  and,  if  they 
are  fufficiently  ftrt)ng,  a  civil  war  enfues.  If 
it  were  not  for  the  interference  of  foreign 
troops,  the  confufion,  diforder,  and  bloodihed 
attending  fuch  a  popular  eledion  (as  was 
formerly  the  cafe),  would  be  better  conceived 
than  defcribed :  and  thus  the  country  draws 
fome  advantage  from  an  evil,  which  is  confi- 
dered  by  the  Poles  as  the  difgracc  and  fcandal 
of  every  eledion. 


C  HA  P. 
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CHAP.        VII. 

L  Pinances  and  taxes  of  Vo\?inA.-r^Revenue  of 
the  king.'-^IL  Commerce. -^General  exports 
and  import  s.-^Caufes  of  the  low  fiat  e  of  trade. 
-^--Failure  of  the  plan  of  opening  the  naviga^ 
tion  of  the  Dniejier. -''^Navigation  of  the  No^ 
tez.-^IIL  Military  eJiablipment.-^Corps  of 
Ulans.'-^State  of  the  army. -^Confederacies ^-^ 
Ruffian  troops* 

I.  Finances  and  Ta^es  of* Poland. 

X  H  E  following  extfadl  from  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  diet  of  1768  will  ferve  to  fhew 
the  annual  receipts  and  difburfements  of  go- 
vernment before  the  dirmemberment :  "  The 
annual  revenues  of  the  treafurjr  of  the 
crown*,  amount  to  10,748,245  florins 
=  jC298,562-  7J".  CL\d.      The    expences   to 

17,050,000  ==  jC4735^**-  ^•^'  ^5^^-  ^^  would 
be  neceflary,  therefore,  to  increafe  the  reve- 
nues, fo  as  to  anfwer  the  cixcefs  of  the 
expences     above     the    receipts,     namely, 

6,301,755  florins  :^  >C^75j^48*  ^S-^-  but  ad 
a  part  of  the  antient  revenues  muft  be 
aboliflied,    th6    ttcW    taxes     muft     yield 

10,236,737  florins  -  ^284>353-  n^^  4^- 

*^  Tl^  treafury  of  Lithuania  produces  the 
annual   fum   of    3,646,628   =  ^101,295- 

K2  "  4^-6/ 

*  Poland,  escluiive  of  LithfMnta.  . 
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j^j.  6d.  the  expences  amount  to  6,478,142 
=  jC^  79*9+8.  7 J-  6 J.  The  revenues  ought 
"  therefore  to  be  augmented  2,831,514  = 
**  jC78>653*  3^.  4^.  But  as  fbme  antient  im- 
*^  pofts  muft  be  abolifhed,  the  new  taxes 
*«  muft  yield  4,250,48 1  =  ^C^  1 8,068,  iSs.  4^f /' 
Poland,  by  the  late  difmembertoent,  loft 
nearly  half  of  her  annual  income;  namely, 
that  part  ftriling  from  the  ftarofties  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  partitioning  powers,  from  the 
duties*  upon  merchandize  fent  down  the 
Viftula  to  Daiitzic,  and  particularly  from  the 
profits  of  the  fait  mines  in  Auftrian  Poland. 
Thofe  of  Wielitika  J  aldne  amounted  to 
3,560,000  Polifti  florins,  or  ^97,222  fterling, 
which  was  nearly  equal  to  a  fourth  part  of 
the  government  revenues  before  the  par- 
tition. 

In  order  to  fupply  this  deficiency^  it  became 
iieceflary  to  new-model  and  increafe  the  taxes. 
Accordingly,  in  the  diet  of  1775,  a  few  of  the 
old  taxes  were  aboliftied,  fome  were  augment- 
ed, and  others  were  added,  fb  as  to  make  the 
neat  revenues  as  high  as  they  were  before  the 
difmemberment. 

The  principal  taxes  are  as  follow : 
Poll  tax  of  the  Jews.  Each  Jew,  both  male 
and  female,  infants,  and  adults,  pays  three 
Polifti  florins,  or  about  is.  SJ.  per  annum :  this 
impofition,  vdiich  is  of  very  old  ftanding,  was 
augmented  in  1775  ^  fl<^rin  per  head. 

A  fourth 

f  Loix  et  Conft.  de  la  Diete  de  I768»  p.  70. 
*  The  greated  part  of  thefe  duties  are  now  paid  to  the  king  of 
Pniflia, 
X  See  Book  II.  Chapter  11. 
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A  fourth  of  the  fiarofiies.  Thefe  arc  tho 
great  fiefs  of  the  crown,  in  the  king's  gift, 
holden  by  the  pofTeffors  during  life.  The 
flaroil  enjoys,  befide  large  eftates  in  land,- 
territorial  prifdidion  ;  the  fourth  of  his  re-i 
venues  arifing  from  the  land  is  paid  into  the 
treafury  of  the  republic  By  the  late  change 
of  government  thef^  flarQilies^  after  the  de- 
mife  of  the  perfbns  now  enjoying  them,  and 
of  thofe  who  have  the  reverfiou,  are  to  re- 
vert  to  the  public,  and  their  whole  amount 
to  be  appropriated  to  the  expences  of  govern^ 
ment  ♦. 

Excife  of  beer,  mead^  and  fpirituous  li-c 
quors  diftilled  fpoiri  corn.  This  article  mufl? 
not  be  incoi^fiderable,  eoniidering  the  quan-- 
tity  of  porn  grown  in  Poland,  which,  for 
want  of  ex^rnal  commerce,  cannot  be  ex- 
ported, and  the  propenfity  pf  the  people  ta 
^ixitupu;  liquors;  :      *: 

Monopoly  of  Tobacco.  Different  Duties 
ypon  Importation  and  Exportation*  Formerly 
all  t;h(p  nobles  were  permitted  to  import  and 
export  foreign  goods  and  merchandize  free  ofl 
duty,  a  privilege  which  effedually  diminifh- 
ed,  and  almoCfc  abfiprbed,  the  profits  of  the  tax> 
iji  queftion,  la  1775  ^^^  ^*S^^  ^^^  abolifli-, 
ed  -,  and  all  imported  and  exported  commodi- 
ties now  pay  duty  without  any  diftindion. 
Coniidering  the  great  quantity  of  foreign  rtia- 
nufadlu res. introduced  into  Polandv  and  chiefly 
for  the  ufe  of  the  nobility,  this  aJtewtion  muft* 
make  aconfiderablQ  addition  to.  the  revenues 
Qf  goy^i:i;ifnqnt. 


\8ee^the  account  of  the  Permanciij^  CoDncU,  p.  79,  80. 


/ 
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•  -Tax  upon  Chimnies.  Bdforc  the  paftition, 
ihm  tax  exiftcd^only  in  Lithuania;  in  17^75  it 
was  rendered  general  andcdnfiderably  aug^ 
mented;  it  is  the  moft  profitable  of  all  the 
t-axes,  but  lies  very  heavy  upon  the  common 
people  and  peafants.  l^a,ch  chimney  is  affefled 
in  the  following  proportion.  In  pahces,  or 
houfesof  the  chief  nobility^  at  i&Polilh  flo- 
rins per  ami.  :;=:  about  8/:  4|'^.  5  houfes  of  the 
principal  merchants  in  Warfaw  at  1 5  zz*js.  ^d:\ 
other  brick  houfes  from  to  td  14— from  5^.  7!^, 
to  7J-.  3  j^.  *  wooden  houfes  from  6  to  8 12  from 
3 J.  4^.  to  4^.  6kd. ;  beft  houfes  in  other  large 
towns  12  r:  6j.  8^. ;  in  ther  fttiall  towns  and 
villages  from  6  to  8  =  y.  4^.  to  4^.  6{d. ;  pea-^ 
fauts  cottages  from  5  to  7-31  2s.  K)id,  to  \sJ 
The  peafams  pay  no  other  ta*  to  governiilerit ; 
and  indeed^  ^confidering  th*ii^  poverty,  and  the 
©ppre:5i<>il  of  4heir  lords' and  great  nobility, 
this  addition  is  more  than  they  can  well 
fuppoit.        -  :    ' 

•  All  thefe''  feveral  inipdfls  ambunt  to 
11,628,461  Polifb  florins',  or  £323,012  fter- 
ling-  ' 

The  king  received  before  the  partition  a 
neat  reyemie  of*  7,000,000  Pblifli  florins,  or 
jr.i94,§oo,whifch  arofc  from  the  royaj  demefiies 
a4ad  the  profit  of  the  falt-w^orks.  In  order 
to.  indemnify  him  for  the  lofsof  the  falt-works, 
and  the  royal  eftates  fituated  in  the  difmem- 
hcred'  provinces,  he  draws  from  the  public 
treafury  2,666,666  Polifh  floriils,  or  >C74>^74 
fterling;  which,  in  addition  to  the  remaining 
royal  demefnes,  and  fome  ftarofties  granted  for 
his  ufe,  make  his  prefent  income  the  fame  as 
-        .  before 
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before  the  difmemberment.  Out  of  this  in-^ 
come  he  only  pays  his  houfhold  expences  and 
menial  fervants  •  the  falary  of  the  great  ofH-^ 
cers  of  ftate  and  the  other  general  expences,  be-r 
ing  fupplied from  the  public  fund.  The  whole 
revenue  of  government,  including  the  royal 
demefnes  and  ftarofties  lately  granted  to  the 
king,  amount  to  15,961,795  Polifli  florins, 
or  >C443>938  ;  and  by  extrading  the  7,000,000 
florins  appropriated  to  the  king's  privy  purfe, 
,  there  remains  for  the  fupport  of  the  army,  the 
falaries  of  the  great  ofiicers  of  ftate,  and  other 
general  charges,  only  8,961,795  florins,  or 
^(^248,938.  IS.  a  fum  fo  fmall,  that  it  hardly. 
Idems  in  any  wife  equal  to  the  purpofes  For 
which  it  is  defigned.  And  yet  it  is  nearly 
adequate  to  the  ordinary  current  expences  ; 
for  the  regular  army  is  fmall,  the  great  offi*. 
cers  of  ftate  receive  little  or  nothing  from  the 
public  treafury,  being  amply  rewarded  with 
the  royal  fiefs  which  are  fo  numerous  and 
profitable;  each  palatinate  pays 'its  owQ-offi--. 
cers  from  its  private  treafury  ;*  while  the  fe- 
veral  judges,  juftices  of  the  peace,'  and  other 
civil  officers  who  enjoy  territorial  jurif- 
di6lion,  may  enrich  themfelvcs  fufficiently 
by  extortions  and  oppreffions  without  any 
falary.  '        . 

IL  CoMMEiicE  OF  Poland. 

Polan4  contains  feveral  navigable  rivers^,, 
which  flow  through  its  dominions  in  all  di-r 
re£tions,  and  convey  its  exports  to  the  havens 
of  the  Baltic.  By  means  of  the  Viftula  and 
the  rivers  falling  into,  it,  the  produdions  of 

the 
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the  palatinates  of  Cracow^  Lublii)^  and  Ma- 
fovia  are  fent  to  Thorn,  and  from  thence  to 
Dantzic  and  Kpnigfburg.  By  the  Niemen  the 
commodities  of  Lithuania  are  tranfported  to 
Memmel ;  and  by  the  Duna  thofe  of  Eaflern 
Lithuania  and  White  Ruffia  to  Riga.  The 
chief  exports  of  Poland  are^-'all  fpecies  of 
grain,  hpmp^  flax,  cattle,  mails,  planks,  tim-* 
ber  for  fhip-building,  pitch  and  tar,  honey, 
wax,  tallow,  pot-a(h,  and  leather :  its  im- 
ports are  foreign  wines,  cloths,  fluffs,  ma- 
nufaflured  (ilks  and  cotton,  fine  linen,  hard-» 
ware,  tin,  copper,  iilyer  and  gold,  glafs  ware, 
furs,  &p. 

From  the  various  projludions  and  great 
fertility  of  Poland,  its  trade  might  be  car- 
ried to  a  cpnfiderablp  height;  but  the  foU 
lowing  caufe?  tend  to  fupprefs  the  fpirit  of 
comcnerce.  , 

I.  The  nobles  are  degraded  if  they  engage 
in  aqy  kind  of  traffic. 

%.  The  burghers  of  the  large  towns  are  not 
rich  enough  to  eftablifli  any  xnanufadures  ; 
and  either  through  want  of  induftry,  or 
through  dread  of  ex^effiye  extortions  from 
the  principal  nobility,  leave  almqft  all  the 
retail-trade  iij  the  hai^ds  of  :foreigoers  and 
Jews.  The  inhabit^ants  of  the  fmall  towns, 
who  are  cxpofed  tol^  greater  oppreffions,  are 
ftill^  more  difqualified  from  purfuing  '  any 
branch  of  commerce. 

3.  The  peafants  being  Hayes,  axid  the  pro- 
perty of  their  maftcr,  cannot  retire  from  the 
place  of  their  nativity  without  his  conient. 
J/oho  Albert,  obferving  that  commerce  could. 
*  never 
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never  flourifh  while  this  reflridion  fubfifted, 
enaded,  that  one  peafant  in  a  family  fhould 
be  permitted  to  quit  his  village,  either  for  the 
purpofe  of  trade  or  literature ;  but  the  claufe^ 
which  ordered  t^em  to  requefland  obtain  the 
confent  of  the  lord,  fruftrated  the  purpofe  of 
this  excellent  law,  and  rendered  it  ablolutely 
nugatory  ♦• 

As  the  Pol^s  are  obliged  to  draw  from  fo- 
reign countries  the  greateft  part  of  the  manu- 
factured goods  ueceflary  for  their  interior  con- 
fumption,  the  fpecie  which  is  exported  exceeds 
the  imported  more  than  20,000,000  Polifli  flo- 
rins, or  ^555,555. 

Poland  has  been  called  the  granary  of  the 
North,  an  appellation  which  it  feems  to  de^ 
ferve  rather  from  its  former  than  from  its  pre-s- 
fent  fertility.  For  its  lands  not  being  fufiici- 
ently  cultivated,  as  well  on  account  of  the 
flavery  of  the  peafants,  as  the  unequal  diftri-r 
bution  of  property,  the  exportation  of  corn  is 
by  no  meaps  anfwerable  to  the  general  nature 
of  the  foil,  or  the  extent  of  its  provinces, 
which,  if  properly  improved,  wpuld  be  capable 
of  fupplying  half  Europe  with  grain. 

Several  palatinates  in  Poland,  and  more 
particularly  Podolia  and  Kioyia,  are  exr- 
tremely  adapted  to  the  produftion  of  grain : 
though  many  parts  of  thefe  provinces  re- 
main uncultivated,  ye.t  the  pqrtioii  which 
is  in  tillage  yields  a  greater  fupply,  than 
is  necefTary  for  the  ^onfumption  of  the  in- 
habitants. 

The 


»-  <  v»  ' 


♦  Stat.  Reg.  Pol.  p.  1.69. 
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The  only  method  of  employing  the  overplus 
is  to  extrad  from  it  a  fpirituous  liquor.  But 
an  ingenious  Pblifli  author  *  has  (hown,  that 
the  provinces  in  queftion  might  undoubtedly 
fend  their  grain  down  the  Dniefter  through 
TTurkifh  Moldavia  ;  and  open  an  intercourfe 
with  the  ports  of  the  Black  Sea.  This  projedt 
was  formerly  in  agitation. 

During  the  reign  of  Sigifmond  Auguftus, 
Cardinal  Commandon/ in  travelling  through 
Podoliaj  being  much  ftruck  with  the  fertility 
of  that  province,  firft  fuggefted  the  meafure  -, 
and  Sigifmond,  having  obtained  the  concur- 
rence of  the  grand  feignor,  atflually  difpatchcd 
fome  Poles  down  the  Dniefter,  to  explore  the 
ftate  of  the  river-  But  the  perfbns  employed 
on  this  occalion,  happening  after  a  few  days 
voyage  to  meet  with  fpme  impediments  from 
rocks  and  fand-bahks,  declared,  without  any 
further  examination,  that  the  Dniefter  was 
not  navigable  ;  and  although  Commandon  re- 
prefented  to  the  king,  that  the  obftacles  point-, 
ed  out  might,  without  any  great  difficulty,  be 
furmounted ;  yet 'the  projed  was.  pqftpojn^d, 
and  never  again  revived -f*. 

The  judicious  author  above-mentioned  J,^ 
in  touching  upon  this  fubjed,  laments  the  ig- 
Viorance  of  his  countrymen  ;  and  ridicules  the 
precipitation  with  which  they  abandoned  a 
plan  fo  favourable  to  the  improvement  of  their 

conjmcrc^ 

*.  Mr.  de  Wiebitflti.  a  Ppliik  gentfeman  of  great  learning  and 
inforrtiation.  The  ireatife  alluded  to  iq,  thijs,  ^nd  other  places  of 
this  work,  is  written  in  the  Polifh  language,  and  called  Fatrioiic 
(setters,  addref&d  to  the  Chancelloi:  Zamoiflu. 

+  Vie  de  Commandon. ' 

t  Mr.  de  WiebitfliL 
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commerce.  He  (hows,  that  the  inattention 
'  of  the  Poles  to  the  natural  advantages  of  their 
country  has  bfcen  fexemplified  in  another  in- 
ftance  of-  a  finiilar  kind;  ^'By  nieans  bf  the' 
Notez,  a  river  of  Great  Poland,  which  falls 
into  the  Oder,  the  Poles  might  have  con- 
veyed grain  intoSiliell^,  and  from  thence  down 
the  Oder  into  other  parts  of  Germany .  But 
they  never  attempt  the  navigation  of  the 
Notez,  from  an  ill-founded  perfuafion  of  its 
not  being  pradicable.  No  fooner,  however, 
had  the  kingxDf  Priiffia  acquired  the  count ry 
through  -"which  that  river  takes  its  courfe, 
than  it  was  ihftantaneoufly,  and  without 
undergoing  the*  leaft  alteration,  coverecl  with? 
veflels.  :    .      .    .  ■      .    . 

«      .  .        ^       s         •.      J  ■        ■  . 

i     .  .     -  . 

•'     in.  Military  Est  A  BLisHMBNT. 

*  -    '  .  . 

'  •  I         ■    !  ■  ■  '  ' 

The  king  has.  a  corps  of  aooQ  troops  in  hiS: 
own  pay,  and  entirely  dependent  .upon  him- 
felf;  Thefe  troppjs  confift  chiefly  of  Ulans  or, 
light  horfe,  who  fprnifli  alternately  the  efcort 
which  accompanies  his  majefty.  We  faw  \ 
fmall  party,  abo^ut  thirty,  who  were  encamp- 
ed near  his  villa,  and  had  afterwards,  an  op- 
portupity  of  es^amining  them  more  minutely* 
The  Ulans  are  chiefly  Tartars,  many  of  thcnl 
Mahometans,  apd  are  greatly  to  J^e  relied  on 
for  their  fidelity.;  The  cprpsis  compofed  of 
gentlemen  and  yaflfals  :  they  all  form  in 
fquadron  together,  but  are  differently  armed ; 
.  they  both  indifcriminately  carry  fabres  and 
piflols,  but  the  gentlemen  only '  bear  lances 
of  about  ten  feet  loqg  j  infl:ead  of  which,  the 

.  '  others 
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others  ai^  armed  with  cars^bines.  Their 
drefs  is  a  high  fur  cap,  a  green  and  red 
jacket,  pantaloons  of  the  fame  colour,  which 
cover  the  boots  as  low  aa  the  ankle ;  and  a 
petticoat  of  white  cloth  defcending  to  the 
knee.  Theiy  h^ds  are  all  ihaved  after  the 
Polifh  manner*.  Their  lances,  at  the  end 
of  which  is  faflened  a  long  fw^llow-rtailed 
flag  of  black  and  red  cloth,  are  ihorter  and 
weaker  than  thofb  of  the  Auftrian  Croats, 
but  they  carry  and  ufe  them  much  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  with  no  left  dexterity. 
The  men  were  of  different  fizes,  and  feemed 
fine  and  well-grown,  but  were  greatly  disfi- 
gured with  their  petticoats  and  pantaloons. 
The  horfcs  on  which  they  were  mounted, 
were  about  fourteen  hands  high,  of  remark- 
able fpirit,  with  great  ftrength  of  ihoujlder. 
Poland  is  much  efteemed  for  its  breed  of  hor-^ 
fes ;  and  the  king  of  Pruflia  procures  his  light 
cavalry  from  this  country.  The  breed,  how- 
ever, has  been  almoil  ruined  during  the  late 
civil  wars,  and  the  nobility  are  now  chiefly 
fupplred  from  T^rtary. 

The  armies  of  Poland  and  Lithuania  are 
independent  of-  each  other,  being  leparately 
commanded,  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
relpedlive  great  generals.  In  time  of  war  the 
king  in  perfon  my  lead  the  forces  of  the  re- 
public. Formerly  the  .power  of  thefe  great 
generals  vras  unqontrouIed>  excepting  by  the. 
diet,  to  which  they  were  only  amenable  foc>. 
their  adminjftration.  .  Their  enormous  autho- 
rity, however,  underwent  fome  limitatisn  in, 

*^  SceBpo^.ir.  Chapter  I|. 
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176$,  by  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
war,  of  which  they  are  perpetual  prefidents ; 
and  was  ftill  further  circumfcribed  by  the 
eftabliihment  of  the  military  department  in  the 
permanent  council,  whofe  office  has  been  al- 
ready defcribed  \ 

In  1778  the  following  was  the  ftate  of  the 
Polifh  army. 

Troops  of  Poland. 

Complement.    EfFedtive  men.    Wanting. 

StafFpfficers  27  27 

Cavalry  4997  4708  289 

'tgTrlit^'-}    7^86         6,03  583 

Total  of  Poland     12310         11438  87a 

Army  of  Lithuania. 

Staff  officers  25  25 

Cavalry  2670  2497  173 

Infantry,  includ-  7    ,  , ,  ^ 

^v-  J   4770  4465  305 


ing  artillery 


Total  of  Lithuania  7465  6987  478 

Total  of  the  Poliih  and  Lithuania  troops, 

19775         18425         1350 

The  {landing  army  of  Poland  being  fo  in- 
confiderable,  the  defence  of  the  country^  in 
cafe  of  invafion,  is  left  to  the  gentry  at  large, 
who  are  aflcmbled  by  regular  fummons  from 
the  king  with  the  confent  of  the  diet.  Every 
palatinate  is  divided  into  diftrids,  over  each 
of  which  proper  officers  are  appointed ;  and 
every  perfon  polTeffing  free  and  noble  tenures 
is  bound  to  military  fervice,  either  fingly  or 

at 

*  See  p.  1019  io«. 
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at  the  head  of  a  certain  number  of  his  retain- 
crs,  according  to  the  extent  and  nature  of  his 
pofTcffions.  The  troops  thus  affembled  are 
obliged  only  to  ferve  for. a  limited  time,  and 
are  not  under  the  neceflity  of  marching  beyond 
the  limits  of  their  country. 

The  mode  of  levying  and  maintaining  this 
army  is  exadlly  fimilar  to  that  pradifed  under 
the  feudal  fyftem*  At  prefent,  though  it  is  al- 
moft  totally  unfit  for  the  purpofes  of  repelling  a 
foreign  enemy,  it  is  yet  a  powerful  inftrument 
in  the  hands  of  domeftic  fadion :  for  the  expe- 
dition with  which  it  is  raifed  under  the  feudal 
regulations,  facilitates  the  formation  of  thefe 
dangerous  confederacies,  which  fuddenly  ftart 
up  on  the  contcfted  election  of  a  fovereign, 
or  whenever  the  nobles  are  at  variance  with 
each  other. 

There  are  two  forts  of  confederacies^ 

The  firft  are  thofe  formed  with  the  con- 
fent  of  the  king,  fenate,  or  equeftrian  order, 
affembled  in  the  diet ;  by  which  the  whole 
nation  confederates  for  the  good  of  the 
country. 

The  fecond  are  the  confederacies  of  the 
fevcral  palatinates,  which  unite  for  the  pur- 
pole  of  redreffing  any  grievances,  or  remon- 
ftrating  againft  encroachments  of  the  fove- 
reign power.  Thefe  may  be  particular,  or 
general,  and  are  ufually  the  forerunners  of  a 
civil  war.  The  general  confederacy,  which 
IS  always  in  oppofition  to  the  king,  is  called 
Rokoz,  and  is  formed  by  the  union  of  the 
particular  confederacies. 

As 
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As  every  Poliih  gentleman  has  a  right  to 
maintain  as  many  troops  :as  he  chufes,  it  may 
ealily  be  conceived,  that  each  palatinate  is  the 
Ibene  of  occafional  difputes  and  petty  conten* 
tions  between,  the  principal  nobles,  and  fome- 
times  even  between  their  refpedive  retainers. 
In  fuch  a  dreadful  ftate  of  anarchy,  it  is  a 
wonder  that  the  whole  kingdom  is  not  a  per- 
petual fcene  of  endlefs  commotions,  and  that 
the  nation  is  compofed  of  any  thing  elfe  but 
lawlefs  banditti.  It  reHounds,  therefore,  great- 
ly to  the  honour  of  the  natural  difpofition  of 
the  Poles,  that  amid  all  thefe  incentives  to 
confufion,  a  much  greater  degree  of  tran- 
quillity, than  could  be  well  expeded,  is  main- 
tained. 

As  1  am  now  delineating  the  military  efta- 
blilhment,  I  muft  not  omit  the  Ruffian  troops, 
which  have  been  fo  long  quartered  in  this 
country,  that  they  may  almoft  be  conlidered 
as  forming  part  of  the  national  army.  The 
whole  kingdom  is  entirely  under  the  protedion, 
or,  in  other  words,  under  the  power  of  Ruffia, 
who  rules  over  it  with  the  fame  unbounded 
authority  as  over  one  of  its  provinces.  The* 
king  is  in  effedl  little  more  than  a  viceroy ; 
while  the  Ruffian  embaffador  has  the  real  fp- 
vereignty,  and  regulates  all  the  affairs  of  the 
kingdom  according  to  the  direction  of  his 
court.  The  emprefs  maintains  within  the 
country  about  10,000  foldiers.  Every  garri- 
fon  is  compofed  of  Ruffian  and  native  troops  ; 
a  thoufand  of  the  former  are  ftationed  at 
Warfaw ;  and  each  gate  of  the  town  is  guard- 
ed by  a  Ruffian  and  Poliih  centineL 

In 
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In  a  word,  the  Ruffian  troops  hold  the  no- 
bles in  fubjedion,  and  for  the  prefent  keep 
under  internal  feuds  and  commotions.  But 
when  Poland  (if  ever  that  event  ihould  hap- 
pen) is  again  left  to  herfelf,  the  fame  fury  of 
contending  parties,  now  fmothered,  but  not 
annihilated,  will  probably  break  out  with 
redoubled  fury ;  and  again  generate  thofe  dif- 
turbances  which  have  long  convulfed  this 
unhappy  kingdom :  and  to  what  a  wretched 
ilate  is.  that  country  reduced,  which  owes 
its  tranquillity  to  the  interpofition  of  a  foreign 
army! 


CHAR 
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Wretched  Jiate  of  VohxidL. — Divifion  of  the  in-- 
habitants  into  I.  Nobles  or  gentry ;  II.  Clergy  i 
IIL  Burghers  i  IF.  Peafants. — State  of  vaf 
falage. — Its  fatal  effeSls. — Injlances  of  a  Jew 
nobles  who  have  given  liberty  to  their  peafants. 
— Advantages  refulting  from  that  pra^ice.—^ 
V.  Jews. — Population  of  Poland. 

X  Confider  PoHfli  liberty  the  fource  of  Polifli 
wretchcdnefs ;  and  Poland  appears  to  me,  as 
far  as  I  can  judge  by  the  fpecimens  which  fell 
under  my  obfervation,  of  all  countries  themoft 
diftrefTed.  Nor  indeed  do  the  natives  them- 
felves  attempt  to  palliate  or  deny  this  melaa* 
choly  fad. 

Upon  expreffing  my  furprize  at  one  in- 
ftance  of  the  abufe  of  liberty,  to  which 
I  had  been  myfelf  a  witnefs,  to  a  pcrfon  well 
verfed  in  the  laws  of  the  country,  he  returned 
for  anfwer,  "  If  you  knew  the  confufion  and 
"  anarchy  of  our  conftitution,  you  would  be 
**  furprifed  at  nothing;  many  grievances  ne- 
ceffarily  exift  even  in  the  beft  regulated 
flates ;  what  then  mufl  be  the  cafe  in  ours^ 
which  of  all  governments  is  the  moft  deteft- 
able?"  Another  lamenting  the  dreadful 
Vol.  I.  L  fituation 
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iituation  of  his  country,  fa  id  to  me,  ^*  The 
**  name  of  Poland  ftill  remains,  but  the  nati- 
"  on  no  longer  exifts :  an  univerfal  corruption 
"  and  venality  pervades  all  ranks  of  people. 
**  Many  of  the  firft  nobility  do  not  blufh  to 
**  receive  penfions  from  foreign  courts.  One 
**  profeffes  himfelf  publicly  an  Auftrian,  a  fe- 
"  cond  a  Pruflian,  a  third  a  Frenchman,  and 
^  a  fourth  a  Ruffian/' 

The  preient  iituation  of  the  Polifh  natfon 
imprelTed  my  mind  with  the  mbft  pathetic 
ideas  of  fallen  greatnefs ;  and  I  could  not  con- 
fider,  without  a  mixture  of  regret  and  fympa- 
thy,  a  people  who  formerly  gave  law  to  the 
North,  reduced  to  fo  low  a  ftate  of  infignifi- 
cance  and  domeftic  mifery. 

The  nation  has  few  manufadures,  fcarcely 
any  commerce ;  a  king  almoft  without  autho- 
rity ;  the  nobles  in  a  ftate  of  uncontrouled 
anarchy;  the  peafants  groaning  under  a 
yoke  of  feudal  defpotifm  far  worfe  thari  the 
tyranny  of  an  abiolute  nionarch.  I  never 
before  obferved  fuch  an  inequality  of  fortune, 
fuch  fudden  tranfition  from  extreme  riches  to 
extreme  poverty  ^  wherever  I  turned  my  eyes, 
luxury  and  wretchednefs  were  conftant  neigh- 
bours. In  a  word,  the  boafted  Polifh  liberty 
is  not  enjoyed  in  the  fmalleft  degree  by  the 
bulk  of  the  people,  but  is  confined  among  the 
noHes  or  gentry.  The  truth  of  thefe  remarks 
will  beft  appear  from  the  following  account 
of  the  inhabitants. 

The  inhabitants  of  Poland  are  nobles,  cler- 
^,  citizens  and  peafants. 

L  The 
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I.  The  Nobles  are  divided  into  two  claffes ; 
the  members  of  the  fenate,  and  of  the  equef^ 
trian  order.  Having,  upon  a  former  occa- 
lion*,  defcribed  the  powers  which  fenators 
enjoy  in  their  colledive  capacity,  it  will  bcf 
tmneceffary  to  repeat  them  in  this  place. 

We  fhould  be  greatly  deceived  if  we  were 
to  tinderftand  the  word  noble  in  onr  fenfe  of 
that  term.  In  the  laws  of  Poland  a  noble  is 
a  perfon  who  pofleffes  a  freehold  -f-  eftate,  or 
who  can  prove  his  defcent  from  anceftors  for- 
merly poffefling  a  freehold,  following  no  trade 
or  commerce,  and  at  liberty  to  choofe  the 
place  of  his  habitation.  This  defcription  in- 
cludes all  perfons  above  burghers  and  pea- 
fants.  The  members  of  this  body  below 
the  rank  of  fenators  are  called,  in  a  col- 
ledive  ftate,  the  equeftriaij  order ;  and  in  their 
individual  capacities  nobles,  gentlemen,  free- 
men, or  landholders,  which  appellations  are 
fynonymous. 

All  the  nobles  or  gentry  are,  in  the  ftriift 
letter  of  the  law,  equal  by  birth  ;  fo  that  all 

honours 

*  Seep.  114, 

+  Some  citizens  have  the  right  ofpoflefling  lands  within «  league 
of  the  town  which  they  inhaoit ;  but  thefe  lands  are  not  free  an^ 
noble,  and  arc  always  diftinguiflied  from  the  freeholds  of  the  no-» 
bles  J  the  latter  are  called  in  the  ftatute  law  lerrigenae*  or  earthborn, 
-free  to  live  where  they  pleafe,  to  diftinguiili  them  from  perfons  ne- 
ceilarilj  inhabiting  towns,  "  Quos  leges  nominant  terrigenas,  non 


qui  non  civitatjs  &  oppida, 
"  praedia  habitantes,  vitam  fuo  arbiirio  difponuot."  Leng.  Jus  Pub. 
I.  297.  a  true  feudal  diftir.ftipn.  They  arc  alio  ftyled  incigenaeor 
natives,  and  concives  or  fellow-citi;t£Ds  of  the  republic. 

L2 
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honours  and  titles  are  fuppofed  to  add  nothing 
to  their  real  dignity -f-*  By  means  of  their 
reprefentatives  in  the  diet^  they  have  a  fharc 
in  the  legillative  authority^  and  in  ibme  cafes, 
as  in  the  eledion  of  a  king,  they  aflemble  in 
peribn,  when  each  noble  is  capable  of  being 
eleded  a  nuntio,  of  bearing  the  office  of  a  ie- 
nator,  slnd  of  prefenting  himfelf  as  a  candi* 
date  upon  a  vacancy  in  the  throne.  No  noble 
can  be  arretted  without  being  previoufly 
convided,  except  in  cafes  of  high  treaibn, 
murder,  and  robbery  on  the  highway,  and 
then  he  muft  be  furprized  in  the  &£t,  nor 
can  he  be  capitally  punifhed  but  by  order  of 
the  diet. 

The  definition  of  a  noble  being  thus  appli- 
ed not  only  to  perfons  adually  poflefling  land^ 
but  even  to  the  defcendants  c£  former  land- 
holders, comprehends  fuch  a  large  body  of 
men,  that  many  of  them  are  in  a  ilate  ot  ex- 
treme 

t  It  is  p&rticularly  ftipulated,  that  titles  give  no  precedence  ; 
which  is  called  ia  the  Pa6tci  Conventa  of  Auguftus  ilL  '*  Jus  aequa* 
*'  Ittatis  inter  cives  regni,**  &c.  upon  which  Lengnick  makes  the 
'  following  remark,  *'  Omnb  hate  nobilitas  natura  eft  aequalis,  quod, 
omnes  ex  illd,  ad  eadem  jura,  in  eandem  fpem  nafcuntur.  Tituli 
Principum,  Marchionum,  Comitum,  quibusalii  pizaliis  iniigniun- 
tur,  vocabula  funt,  quae  ftatom  non  immutant,  &  qui  illis  gaudent, 
non  alio,  qaam  nobilium  jure,  fua  tenent.  Neque  Polonia  alias' 
Principum,  alias  Marchionum,  alias  Comitum,  alias  Equitum  leges 
**  novit ;  (ed  omnibus  una  nobilium  lex  fcripta  eft.  Inde  in  con- 
clavi  Nnnciorum  Principum  &  Comirum  nominibus  fulgentes, 
caeteris  permixtos  videmus.  Nullum  ibi  inter  modici  agelli  &  pau- 
*"  corum  jugerum,  ac  aliquot  oppidorum  multorumque  vicorum  do- 
**  minum,  obiervatur  difcriiiien.  Prxcedunt  alii,  alii  fequuntur  non 
^  ex  tttulis  familiarum,  ied  ad  palitinatuum  terranimque,  ex  quibus 
**  nuntii  mifli,  ordinem.  Eadem  in  fenatu  ratio.  Aflignat  loca,  mu* 
**  neris  non  ftemmatis  dignitas.  £t  qui  fenator  non  princeps,  non 
**  comes,  prsecedit  principem,  ac  ccmitem,  non  fenatorem/'  Pac. 
Con.  p.  31. 
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trcme  indigence ;   and  as^  according  to  the 
Polilh  law,  they  lofe  their  nobility  if  they  fol- 
low trade  or  commerce,  the  moft  necd>  gene- 
rally devote  themfelves  to  the  fervice  of  the 
richer  nobles,  who,  jike  the  old  feudal  baron?,  . 
are  conftantly  attended  by  a  large  number  of 
retainers.    As  all  nobles,  without  an 
tion,  enjoy  the  right  of  voting,  as  w 
choice  of  nuntios,  as  at  the  eledion  < 
their  poverty  and  their  number  is  fl 
productive  of  great   inconvenience 
the  king,  who  has  juftly  conceived  a  great  ve- 
neration for  the  Englifh  conftitution,  wifhed 
to  introduce  into  the  new  code  a  law  Hmilar 
to  ours  relating  to  county  elections,  that  no 
perfon  ihould  be  intitled  to  a  vote  in  the 
choice  of  nuntio  but  thofe  who  poffeffed  a 
certain  qualification  in  land  *.     This  propo- 
sition,   however,    has    been    received    with 
fuch  marks  of  diffatisfadion,  that  we  may 
conclude  it  will  never  be  allowed  to  pafs  into 
a  law. 

II.  The  Clergy.     Miciflaus,  the  firft  fove- 
reign  of  Poland  who  embraced  Chriflianity, 
•f- granted  feveral  immunities  and  eftates  to  the 
clergy.    His  fucceffors  and  the  rich  nobles  fol- 
lowed 

*  Connor  mentions  a  (imilar  attempt  of  John  Caliniir,  which 

faiW  of  fDCcefs.  "  King  Calimir  olifcrving  the  greal  abufn  that 
"  fprmg  from  every  little  gentleman's  preicnded  privilege  to  (it  in 
.*'  the  little  diets,  ordered  that  none  fhould  have  a  vote  there,  ia 
"  elefling  a  deputy  or  nuncio,  but  fuch  only  as  had  at  lead  two 
"  hundred  crowns  a  year,  whereupon  the  palatine  of  Pofnania,  of- 
!'  fering  to  put  this  law  in  execution  in  hi)  province,  was  not  onjy 
V  affronted,  but  alio  nanowj/  ^aped  wiibhii  life."  Hift.ofpQ- 
knrf,  V.  11.  p.  104.. 
t  A.  D.  966. 
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lowed  his  ^itaraple ;  and  the  riches  of  this  bo^ 
dy  continued  increafing  as  well  from  royal  as 
private  donations^  until  the  diet,  apprehwi- 
five  left  in  procefs  di  time  the  greateft  part  of 
the  collates  ihould  pafs  into  the  hands  of  th^ 
clergy,  forbad  by  diff^irfent  laws,  and  particu- 
larly in  1669,  the  alienation  of  lands  to  the 
church,  under  penalty  of  forfeiture :  aiad  un- 
der the  prefent  reign  feveral  eftates  have  been 
conftfeated  which  had  been  bcftowed  upon 
the  clergy  fince  that  pieriod- 

From  the  time  of  the  firft  eftablifhrnfent  of 
the  catholic  religioQ  by  Cardinal  iEgidi^s^ 
nuntio  from  Pope  John  XH.  the  biflibps  have 
been  Admitted  into  the  fenate  as  king's  coun- 
cilors. They  were  ufuafly  appoiderted  by  the 
king,  and  confirmed  by  the  pope ;  tmt,  finCe 
the  creation  of  the  Ipef-manent  council,  they 
are  noitain&ted  by  his  maj^y  out  of  three  can- 
didates chofen  by  the  council :  a  bifhop,  the 
mptqfcot  he  .15  appointed,  is  <j)f  courfe  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  of  a  fenator.  The  arch^ 
Jwfli&p  of  Griefna  is  ptimate,  «s  we  have  be- 
.foji?e  obfcfved^  the  firft  fenator  in  tank,  and 
^iceioydj*ring  an  int«regnutki. 
..  TChfe  eccljefiaftics  .^are  all  freemen,  a,ndi  in 
ifome  particular  inftances,  have  their  own 
courts  of  juftice,  in  which  the  canon  law  is 
pradifed.  Of  the?fe  courts  of  juftice  peculiar 
'to  the  clergy,  there  are  three  forts  ;  L  The 
confiftorial,  under  the  jurifdidion  of  each  bi- 
fhop in  his  diocefe  j  II.  The  metropolitan, 
under  the  primate,  to  which  an  appeal  lies 
from  the   bilhop's  court-,    III.  That  of  the 

pope's 
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pope's  nuntio^  which  is  the  fupreme  ecclefkf-r 
tical  judicature  within  the  HiQgdo^^  to  which 
an  appeal  may  be  niaik  bqth  fmm  the  deci^ 
iion  of  the  primate  and  of  the  biihop.  la 
cales  of  divorce^  diifpenfatjcHi^  for  marriages^ 
and  ii:i  other  inflaQces  the  parti^s^  as  m  ail  ca-* 
thplic  countries,  mud  apply  to  the  pope,  by 
which  means  no  inconfiderable  degree  of  mo* 
9ey  is  abforbed  by  the  iibe  />f  Rome. 

In  moil  civil  afiairs  the^  clergy  are  judged 
in  tha  ofdinary  courts  of  jufticcj^  in  crjuiH 
nal  cauies,  an  ecclefiaflic  is  firll  arrefled  by 
the  piyil  powers^  then  judged  in  the  oonfit 
tory,  ai^dg  if  convi<fled|  he  is  remitted  to  thQ 
civil  power>  in  order  to  undergo  the  penalty 
annexed  to  th&  crim^e  <if  which  he  has  been 
found  guilty. 

One  great  eccleiiaflical  abufe,  which  ha$ 
been  abolished  in  moil  other  catholic  coun« 
tries,  ilill  exifts  in  this  kingdom:  when  the 
Pope  fends  a  bull  into  Poland,  tlie  clergy 
publifh  and  carry  it  into  execution,  without 
the  confirmation  or  approbation  of  the  civil 
power. 

Bdere  1538  ecclefiaftics  were  allowed  to 
hold  civil  employments  ;  but  in  that  year 
priefts  were  declared  incapable  of  being  pro^ 
moted  to  fecular  ofiices.:  They  wtte  alio 
exempted  from  payii^g  any  taxes;  but  this 
exemption  has  been  wifdy  takeia  off^  and 
they  are  now  rated  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  laity,  with  this  difference,  that  their 
contributions  are  not  called  taxes,  but  chari- 
table fubfidies* 
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III.  The  next  clafs  of  people  are  the 
burghers,  inhabiting  towns,  whofe  privileges 
were  formerly  far  more  confiderable  than  they 
are  at  prefent. 

The  hiftory  of  all  countries,  in  which  the 
feudal  fyftem  has  been  eftabliihed,  bears  tef- 
timony  to  the  pernicious  policy  of  holding  the 
lower  claiTes  or  men  in  a  ftate  of  flavifti  fub- 
jedion.  In  procefe  of  time  a  concurrence  of 
caufes  *  contributed  gradually  to  foftcn  the 
rigour  of  this  fervitude  with  regard  to  the 
burghers,  in  feveral  of  the  feudal  kingdoms. 
Among  other  circumftances  tending  to  their 
protedlion,  the  moft  favourable  was  the  for- 
mation of  feveral  cities  into  bodies  politic, 
with  the  privilege  of  exercifing  municipal  ju- 
rifdiilion.  This  inftitution  took  its  rife  in 
Italy,  the  firft  country  in  Europe  which 
emerged  from  barbarifm ;  and  was  from  thence 
transferred  to  France  and  Germany.  It  was 
firft  introduced  into  Poland  about  1250,  du- 
ring the  reign  of  Boleilaus  the  chafte,  who 
being  inftruded  in  the  Teutonic  or  German 
laws  by  Henry  the  bearded  duke  of  Wratif- 
laW)  granted  firft  to  Cracow,  and  afterwards 
to  feveral  other  towns,  the  privileges  poflefled 
by  the  German  cities  :  this  body  of  rights  is 
called  in  the  Statutes  of  Poland  Jus  Magde-- 
burgtcum  et  Teutonicum  ;  and  the  caufe  ailign- 
ed  for  its  introduction  is^  that  no  city  could 

flourifli 

♦  It  docs  not  enter  into  the  plan  of  this  work  to  defcribe  thefe 
caufes:  the  reader  will  6nd  them  amply  and  ably  illuflrated  in  a 
View  of  the  State  of  Europe,  prefixed  to  Dr.  Robertfon's  Hiftory 
^f  Charles  V. 
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Hourifh  and  increafe  under  the  Polim  or  feu- 
dal  laws*.  In  the  13th  and  following  cen- 
turies the  kings  and  great  barons  built  feveral 
towns,  to  all  which  they  granted  a  charter  of 
incorporation,  conceived  in  the  following 
terms  -f- :  "  Transfero  banc  viliam  ex  jure  Polo-- 
*'  nico  in  jus  Teutonicum'^  The  beneficial  ten- 
dency of  this  political  regulation  foon  appear- 
ed:  by  a  fudden  increafe  of  population  and 
wealth,  the  burghers  of  fome  of  the  princi- 
pal free  towns  acquired  fuch  a  degree  of  im- 
portance and  confideration,  as  tp  give  their 
affent  to  treaties,  and  fend  deputies  to  the 
national  affembly :  a  noble  was  not  degraded 
by  being  a  burgher,  and  a  burgher  w^s  capa- 
ble of  being  an  ofiicer  of  the  crown.  A  trea- 
ty X  which  Cafimir  the  Great  entered  into 
with  the  knights  of  the  Teutonic  order,  was 
not  only  figned  by  the  king  and  the  principal 
nobles,  but  alfo  by  the  burghers  of  Cracow^ 
Pofin,  Sandomir,  and  other  towns ;  and  un- 
der the  fame  monarch  Wierneflc  §,  burgomaf- 
ter  of  Cracow,  wasfubmarfhal  and  treafurer  of 
the  crown. 

The  burghers  enjoyed  the  privileges  juft 
mentioned  during  the  Jaghellon  line,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  different  adts  of  Sigifmond  I. 

and 

*  Leng.  Jus  Pub.  p.  524. 

+  Chronier. 

t  Dlugollius  L.  IX.  p.   1067. 

%  This  Wicrncflc  was  fo  rich,  that  in  1363,  \fhen  the  emperor 
Charles  IV.  married  at  Cracow  Elixabeth  grand-daughter  of  Cafi- 
mir, he  gave  a  moft  fumptuous  entertainment  to  bis  fovereigp,  to 
the  emperor,  kings  of  Hungary,  Denmark,  Cyprus,  and  other  prin- 
ces, who  were  prefent  at  the  marriage  :  beiide  other  magnificent 
gifts  which  he  bellowed  upon  the  company,  he  prefentcd  Cadmir 
with  a  fum  equal  to  the  portion  of  the  bride.  Chromcr,  p.  324. 
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and  his  ion  Sigifmcmd  Auguftus.  .  During  the 
reign  of  the  former  the  nobles  endeavoured  to 
exclude  the  deputies  of  Cracow  from  the  diet  i 
but  that  monarch  not  only  confirmed  the  right 
of  that  city  to  fend  reprefentatives,  but  eyen 
decreed)  that  the  citizens  were  included  within 
the  clafs  of  nobles  ♦• 

When  the  crown  became  wholly  ele4ftive, 
the  burghers  fufiered  continual  encroach- 
ments on  their  privileges  at  every  nomination 
of  a  new  fovereign  ^  they  loft  the  right  of  pof- 
feiling  lands^  excepting  within  a  fmall  dif- 
tance  of  their  towns^  of  fending  deputies  to 
the  diets^  and  were  of  courfe  excluded  from 
ail  ihare  of  the  legiilative  authority.  The 
principal  caufe  of  this  exclufion  was^  that 
as  the  burghers  were  hot  obliged^  by  the 
nature  of  their  tenures^  to  march  againil  the 
enemy,  but  were  only  under  the  neceffity  <^ 
furniming  arms  and  waggons  for  the  ufe  of 
the  army ;  they  incurred,  therefore,  the  con-* 
tempt  of  the  warlike  gentry,  who,  in  the 
tr^ue  ipirit  of  feudal  arroeance,  confidered  all 
occupations,  but  that  of  war,  as  beneath  a 
freeman,  and  all  perfons,  not  bound  to  milita- 
ry fervices,  as  unqualified  for  the  adminiftra-* 
tion  of  public  affairs. 

The  burghers,  however,  ftill  enjoy  a  conii- 
derable  portion  of  freedom,  and  poileis  the 
following  immunities :  they  eleft  their  own 

burgomafter 

^  Confutes  Cracovienfes,  &c*  debere  et  pofle  omnibus  coniliiisy 
quibus  alii  nufttii  terreftres  adrnint,  &c.  more  foKto  confuhari.  Sta* 
luta  PoL  p.  8.  Cracovia  eft  incorporata  et  uoita  nobilitatij  ib* 
icrramnique  civitatuoique  ttunuo»  p.  3$  5* 
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burgomafier  and  counciJ ;  they  regulate  their 
interior  police,  and  have  their  own  criminal 
courts  of  jufticc,  which  decide  without  ap- 
peal. A  burgher,  when  plaintiff  againft  a  no- 
ble, is  obliged  to  carry  the  cauie  into  the 
courts  of  juftice  belonging  to  the  nobles^ 
where  the  judgment  is  final :  when  defend*^ 
rant,  he  muft  be  cited  before  the  magiftrates  oiF 
his  own  town,  from  whence  an  appeal  lies 
only  to  the  king  in  the  aflefforial  tribunal. 
To  this  exemption  from  thejurifdidion  of  the 
nobles,  though  only  in  one  fpecies  of  caufes, 
the  burghers  ow^  whatever  decree  of  indc* 
pendence  they  flill  retain ;  as  without  this  im- 
munity they  would  long  ago  have  been  xcdu^ 
ced  to  a  ftate  of  vajQalage. 

IV.  The  peafants  in  Poland,  as  in  all  feu- 
dal governments,  are  ferfs  or  flaves ;  and  the 
value  of  an  eftate  is  not  eflimated  fo  much  , 
from  its  extent,  as  from  the  number  of  its 
peafants,  who  are  transferred  from  one  mafter 
to  another  like  fo  many  head  of  cattle^ 

The  peafants,  however,  are  not  all  in  an 
^qual  ftate  of  fubjedion :  they  arc  diftinguiih- 
ned  into  two  forts  ;  i.  German;  2.  Natives. 

I.  Duriag  the  reign  of  Boleflaus  the  Chafle, 
^nd  more  particularly  in  that  of  Cafirair  the 
.Great,  many  Germans  fettled  in  Poland,  who 
were  indulged  in  the  ufe  of  the  German, 
laws  ♦  ;  and  their  defcendants  ftill  continue  to 
•enjoy  feveral  privileges  not  pofiifljbd  by  the 
generality  of  Polifli  peafants.  The  good  ef^ 
feds  of  thefe  privileges  are  very  viiiblc  in  the 

general 

^  Lubienlk!,  p.  toS.    Floras  Pol.  p.  1 18.    Chromer»  319. 
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general  ftate  of  their  domeftic  oeconomy ;  their 
villages  are  better  built^  and  their  fields  better 
cultivated,  than  thofe  which  belong  to  the 
native  Poles ;  they  polTefs  more  cattle,  pay 
their  quit-rents  to  their  lords  with  greater  ex- 
adlnefs  ;  and,  when  compared  With  the  others, 
arc  cleaner  and  neater  in  their  perfbns, 

2.  The  flavery  of  the  Polifh  peafants  is 
very  antient,  and  was  always  extremely  rigo- 
rous. Until  the  time  of  Cafimir  the  Great, 
the  lord  could  put  his  peafant  to  death  with 
impunity,  and,  when  the  latter  had  no  chil- 
dren, confidered  himfelf  as  the  heir,  and  feiz- 
ed  all  his  efFeds.  In  1347  Cafimir  prefcribed 
a  fine  for  the  murder  of  a  peafant;  and  en- 
aded,  that,  in  cafe  of  his  deceafc  without 
iflrie,  his  next  heir  fhould  inherit*.  The  fame 
fovereign  alfo  decreed,  that  a  peafant  was 
capable  of  bearing  arms  as  a  foldier,  and  that 
therefore  he  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  free- 
man. But  thefe  and  other  regulations,  by 
which  that  amiable  monarch  endeavoured  to 
alleviate  the  miferies  of  the  vafl!als,  have 
proved  ineffedual  againft  the  power  and  ty- 
ranny of  the  nobles,  and  have  been  either 
abrogated  or  eluded.  That  law,  which  gives 
the  property  of  a  peafant  dying  without  iflfuc 
to  the  next  of  kin,  was  inftantly  rendered  nu- 
gatory by  an  old  PoHfti  maxim,  "  That  no 
"  flave  carry ,  on  any  procefs  againft  his 
^*  matter ;"  "and  even  the  fine  for  his  murder 
was  feldom  levied,  on  account  of  the  numer- 
ous difficulties  which  attend  the  convidion  of 
a  noble  for  this  or  any  other  enormity.     So  far 

indeed 

•    •  Stat.  Pol.  I.  p.  2\^ 
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indeed  from  being  inclined  to  fbften  the  fervi- 
tude  of  their  vaflals,  the  nobles  have  afcertain- 
ed  and  eftabliflied  it  by  repeated  and  poiitive 
ordinances.  An  able  Polifti  writer,  in  a  be- 
nevolent treatife-f:  addreffed  to^the  chancellor 
Zamoi&i,  obferves,  that  in  the  Statutes  of 
Poland  there  are  above  an  hundred  laws  un- 
favourable to  the  peafants,  which,  dmong 
other  grievances,  ered  fummary  tribunals 
fubjed  to  no  appeals,  and  impofe  the  fevereft 
penalties  upon  thofe  who  quit  their  villages 
without  leave.  From  thefe  numerous  and 
rigorous  edids  to  prevent  the  elopement  of  the 
peafants,  the  fame  humane  author  juftly  in- 
fers the  extreme  wretchednefs  of  this  opprefT- 
ed  clafs  of  men,  who  cannot  be  detained  in 
the  place  of  their  nativity  but  by  the  terror  of 
the  fevereft  punifhment. 

The  native  peafants  may  be  divided  into 
two  forts :  i .  Peafants  of  the  crown  j  2.  Pea- 
fants belonging  to  individuals. 

I.  Peafants  of  the  crown  are  thofe  who  are 
fettled  in  the  great  fiefs  of  the  kingdom,  or  in 
the  royal  demefnes,  and  are  under  the  jurif- 
didions  of  the  ftarofts.  If  the  crown  peafants 
are  opprefled  by  thefe  judges,  they  may  lodge 
a  complaint  in  the  royal  courts  of  juftice;  and 
ihould  the  ftaroft  endeavour  to  obftrud  the 
procefs,  the  king  can  order  the  chancellor  to 
iffue  a  lafe  condud,  by  which  he  takes  the 
injured  perfon  under  his  protedion:  and  al- 
though in  moft  cafes  the  corrupt  adminifirati- 
on  of  juftice,  and  the  fuperior  influence  of  the 
ftarofts,  prevent  a  complainant  from  obtaining 

any 

t  Patriotic  Letters. 
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any  cffcdJual  rcdrefs  even  in  the  king's  conrts; 
yet,  the  very  poffibility  of  procuring  relief  is 
fame  check  to  injuftice^  and  fame  alleviation 
of  diftrefs.  -^ 

2.  Peafants  belonging  to  'individuals  are  at 
the  abfolute  difpc^al  of  their  mafter,  and  ha-^e 
Icarcely  any  pofitive  fecurity,  either  for  their 
properties  or  their  lives.  Until  1768  the  Sta- 
tutes of  Poland  only  e^tafted  a  fine  from  a  lord 
who  killed  his  flave ;  but  in  that  year  a  decree 
paiTed,  that  the  murder  of  a  peafant  was  a  ca- 
pital crime ;  yet,  as  the  law  in  queftion  re- 
quires fuch  an  accumulation  of  evidence  *  as 
is  feldom  to  be  obtained,  it  has  more  the  ap- 
pearance of  protedlion  than  the  reality. 

How  deplorable  muft  be  the  ftate  of  that 
country,  when  a  law  of  that  nature  was 
thought  requifite  to  be  enaQed,  yet  is  found 
incapable  of  being  enforced.  The  generality, 
indeed,  of  the  Polifli  nobles  are  not  inclined 
cither  to  cftablifh  or  give  efficacy  to  ^ny  regu- 
lations in  favour  of  the  peafants,  whom  they 
fcarcely  confider  as  entitled  to  the  common 
rights  of  humanity  -f.  A  few  nobles,  however, 
of  benevolent  hearts  and  enlightened  under- 
ftandings,  have  acfted  upon  different  princi- 
ples, and  have  ventured  upon  the  expedient  of 

giving 

*  The  murderer  muft  be  taken  in  the  h{i ;  which  muft  be  prov* 
ed  bv  two  gentlemen  or  four  peaiantsi  and  if  he  is  not  taken  in 
the  fa£t,  and  there  are  not  the  abgvementioned  number  of  witnef> 
fs*^  he  only  f>ays  t  Bne. 

f  Zamoiflci,  in  his  new  codeof  lav^n,  has  vr^rmly  fpokpn  in  fy* 
mour  of  the  peafants ;  byt  fuch  are  the  national  prejudices,  that  it  is 
uncertain  whether  the  jdiet  will  receive  that  code,  and  confirm  its 
decrees^  though  formed  upon  the  commoa  and  natural  rights  of 
luankind. 


CVin.       PEASANTS.  159 
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giving  liberty  to  their  vaifals.  The  event  has 
ihowcd  this  projed  to  be  no  lefs  judicious  than 
humane,  no  lefs  friendly  to  their  own  inter- 
efts  than  to  the  happinefs  of  their  peafants : 
for  it  appears  that  in  the  diftrids,  in  which 
the  new  arrangement  has  been  introduced,  the 
population  of  their  villages  is  ponfiderably  in- 
creafed,  and  the  revenues  of  their  eftates  aug- 
mented in  a  triple  proportion. 

The  firft  noble  who  granted  freedom  to  his 
peafants  was  Zamoifki,  formerly  great  chan- 
cellor, who  in  1760  enfranchiftfd  fix  villages 
in  the  palatinate  of  Mafovia.  Thefe  villages 
were,  in  1777,  vifited  by  the  author  of  the 
Patriotic  Letters,  from  whom  I  received  the 
following  information : 

On  infpeding  the  parifh-regifters  of  births 
from  1758  to  1768,  that  is,  during  the  tea 
years  or  flavery  immediately  preceding  their 
.  enfi^nchifement,  he  found  the  number  of 
births  434  J  in  the  firft  ten  years  of  their  free- 
dom, from  1760  to  1770, 620 ;  and  from  1770 
to  the  beginning  or  1777,  585  births.  By 
extrads  it  appeared  that 
During  the  firft  period  r       ^.^^1 

there  were   only      j  ^'^  l      u 

c  ^     >  J      "^  ^  reach  year. 

Second   period       /  62  V         -^ 

Third  period  ^       L  77       ^     J 
If  we  fuppofe  an  improvement  of  this  fort  to 
take  place  throughout   the    kingdom,    how 
great  would  be  the  increafe  of  national  popu- 
lation ! 

The  revenues  of  the  fix  villages,  fince  their 
enfrancifement,   have  been  augmented  in  a 
much  greater  proportion  than  their  populati- 
on. 
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on.  In  their  flate  of  vafZalage  Zamoiiki  was 
obliged,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  Pobnd,  to 
build  cottages  and  barns  for  his  peafants,  and 
to  furnifli  them  with  feed,  horfes,^  pl9ughs,  and 
every  implement  of  agriculture;  nijce  their  at- 
tainment of  liberty  they  are  become  fo  £afy  in 
their  circumftances,  as  to  provide  thenafelvea 
with  all  thefe  neceffaries  at  their  own  ex- 
pence  ;  and  they  likewife  cheerfully  pay  ari 
annual  rent,  in  lieii  of  the  manual  la,bour,. 
which  their  mafter  formerly  exaded  from 
them*  By  theic  means  the  receipts  of  this 
particular  eftate  have  been  nearly  tripled.  , 

Upon  figning  the  deed  of  eniranchifement 
of  fix  villages,  their  benevolent  mafter  inti- 
mated fbme  apprehenfions  to  the  inhabitants, 
left,  encouraged  by  their  freedom,  they  ftiould 
fall  into  every  fpecies  of  licentioufneft,  and 
commit  more  diforders  than  when  they  were 
flaves.  The  limplicity  and  good  fenfer  of  their 
anfwer  is  remarkable :  "  When  we  had  no 
'*  other  property,"  returned  they,  ^^  than  the 
"  ftick  which  we  hold  in  our  hands,  we  were 
'^  deftitute  of  all  encouragement  to  a  right 
"  condud,  and,  having  nothing  to  lofe,  aded 
^*  on  all  occafions  in  an  inconfidcrate  manner; 
**  but  as  foon  as  our  houfes,  our  lands,  and 
"  our  cattle,  are  our  own,  the  fear  of  forfeit- 
*^  ing  them  will  be  a  conftant  reftraint  upon 
*^  our  adions."  The  iincerity  of  this  aflierti- 
on  was  manifefted  by  the  event.  While  they 
were  in  a  ftate  of  fervitude,  Zamoifki  was 
occafionally  obliged  to  pay  fines  for  diforders  * 

committed 

« 

*  Called,,  in  the  PoHfli  taw,  Pro  incontinentia  fubditonim. 
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committed  by  hi^  peafants,  who,  in  a  date  of 
drunkennefs,  would  attack  and  fometimes 
kill  pafTengers :  fince  their  freedom  he  has 
feldom  received  any  complaints  of  this  fort 
againft  them.  Thefe  circumftanccs  decifively 
confute  the  ill-grounded  furmifes  entertained 
by  many  Poles,  that  their  vafTals  are  too  li- 
centious and  ungovernable  not  to  make  an  ill. 
ufe  of  freedom.  Zamoiiki,  pleafed  with  the 
thriving  ftate  of  the  fix  villages,  has  enfran- 
chifed  the  peafants  on  all  his  eftates. . 

The  example  of  Zamoifki  has  been  follow- 
ed by  Chreptowitz,  vice-chancellor  of  Lithua- 
nia, and  the  abb^  Bryzotowfki,  with  fimilar 
fuccefs.  I  was  informed  by  a  perfon  who. 
had  vifited  the  abbe's  eftate  at  Pawlowo 
near  Vilna,  that  the  happy  countenance  and 
comfortable  air  of  thefe  peafants  made  them 
appear  a  different  race  of  men  from  the 
wretched  tenants  of  the  neighbouring  vil- 
lages. The  peafants,  penetrated  with  a  fenfe 
of  their  mafter's  kindnefs,  have  ereded,  at 
their  own  expence,  a  pillar  with  an  infcrip-; 
tion  expreffive  of  their  gratitude  and  affec- 
tion. 

Prince  Staniflaus,  nephew  to  the  king  of 
Poland,  has  warmly  patronized  the  plan  of 
giving  liberty  to  the  peafants.  His  own  good 
fenfe  and  natural  humanity,  improved  during 
his  refidence  in  England  by  a  view  of  that 
equal  liberty  which  pervades  every  rank  of 
men,  have  raifed  him  above  the  prejudices 
too  prevalent  among  his  countrymen  :  he  has 

Vol.  I.  M  enfranchifed 
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enfranchifed  fonr  villages  not  far  from  War- 
law,  in  which  he  has  not  only  emancipated 
the  peafants  from  their  flavery,  but  even  con- 
defcends  to  direA  their  affairs.  I  had  the 
honour  of  holding  feveral  converfatioas  with 
Kim  upon  this  iubjed ;  he  explained  to  me^ 
in  ttie  moft  iatisfadory  manner,  that  the  grant 
of  freedom  was  no  lefs  advantageous  to  the 
lord  than  to  the  peafant,  provided  the  former 
is  willing  to  fuperintend  their  condud  for  a 
few  years,  and  to  put  them  in  a  way  of  act- 
ing for  thcmfelves ;  for  fuch  is*  the  ignorance 
of  the  generality  among  the  boors,  arifin^ 
from  the  abjeft  flavery  in  which  they  arfc 
held,  and  fo  little  have  ihey  been  ufually  left 
to  their  own  difcretion,  that  few  at  firil  are 
equal  to  the  proper  management  of  a  &rm. 
From  a  convidion  of  thefe  fads,  the  prince, 
^hoie  knowledge  and  benevolence  I  (hall 
ever  revere,  continues  his  attention  to  their 
concerns ;  he  vifits  their  cottages,  fuggefts, 
improvements  in  agriculture,  inftrufts  them 
in  the  mode  of  rearing  cattle  and  bees,  and 
points  out  the  errors  into  which  ignorance  and 
incapacity  occafionatly  betray  them. 

The  example  of  this  prince,  great  by  his 
rank,  but  ftilT  greater  by  his  humanity,  can 
fcarce  fail  of  prodtrcing  its  due  efFed,  efpe- 
cially  as  he  intends  giving  to  the  public  his 
arrangdnents  and  regulations,  and  will  fhow 
how  much  he  has  increafed  his  eftate  and  the 
happinels  "of  his  peafants.  Still  however  the 
condition  of  thefe  peafants  is  not  permanent  y 

for 
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for  though  A  lord  grants  their  freedom,  yet 
he  cannbt  entail  it  upon  them,  as  his  luccef^ 
ifHT  may  again  reduce  them  to  their  original 
flate  of  vaiTalage.  It  is,  however,  in  agitati- 
cm  to  fecure  the  perpetuity  of  their  liberty, 
when  they  are  once  rendered  free :  but  this 
attempt  is  of  €0  delicate  a  nature,  that  it  muft 
be  introduced  with  great  caution,  and  can  only 
be  the  work  of  time. 

V.  In  giving  an  account  of  the  different 
daflfes  of  men  who  inhabit  this  country,  I 
ought  not  to  omit  the  Jews,  as  they  form  no 
inconfiderable  part  of  its  prefent  inhabitants. 
This  people  date  their  introduftion  into  Po- 
land about  the  time  of  Cafimir  the  Great, 
and  as  they  enjoy  privileges  which  they 
Icarccly  pJpffefs  in  any  other  country  except- 
ing England  and  Holland,  their  numbers 
have  furprizingly  increafcd.  Lengnich,  whoni 
I  have  often  quoted,  fays  of  them,  that  they 
monopolize  *  the  commerce  and  trade  of 
the  country,  keep  the  inns  and  taverns,  are 
ftewards  to  the  nobility,  in  (hort,  they  feeni 
**  to  have  €0  much  influence,  that  nothing 
*^  can  be  bought  or  fold  without  the  inter- 
^  vention  of  a  Jew."  Under  John  Spbielki 
they  were  fo  highly  favoured,  that  his  admi- 
niftration  was  invidioufly  called  a  Jcwifh  jun- 
to :  he  farmed  to  the  Jews  the  royal  demefries, 
and  put  fuch  confidence  in  them  j^s  raifed 
great  difcontent  among  the  nobility.  After 
his   death,  an   antient   law   of  Sigifmpnd  I. 

M  2  was 

*  Pac.  Con.  Aug.  III.  p.  laS. 
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was  revived  and  inferted  in  the  Fa&a  Con-^ 
vtnta  of  Auguftus  II.,  that  no  Jew  or  perfon 
of  low  birth  fhould  be  capable  of  farming  the 
royal  revenues. 

In  fome  towns,  as  at  Cafimir,  Pofen,  &c. 
the  Jews  are  permitted  to  fettle,  but  in  other 
places  they  are  only  allowed  to  refide  during 
the  time  of  fairs,  or  when  the  dietines  are  af- 
fembled ;  but  the  laws  are  feldom  put  in  force 
againft  them.  I  endeavoured  to  obtain  a 
probable  account  of  their  number,  but  I  found 
this  to  be  no  eafy  matter,  although  all  Jews, 
as  well  male  as  female,  pay  an  annual  poll- 
tax,  and  therefore  muft  be  regiftered.  Ac- 
cordingly to  the  laft  capitation  there  were 
166,871  Jews  in  Poland,  exclufive  of  Lithua- 
nia, who  paid  that  tax ;  but  this  cannot  be 
their  full  complement,  as  it  is  their  intereil 
to  diminifh  their  number;  and  it  is  a  well- 
known  fad,  that  they  conceal  their  children 
as  much  as  pollible. 

Perhaps  the  following  calculations  will 
aflift  us  in  this  refearch.  Of  2,580,796  inha- 
bitants in  Auftrian  Poland,  1 44,200,  or  about 
an  eighteenth,  were  Jews  ♦.  The  eigh- 
teenth of  the  prefent  population  of  Poland 
will  give  near  500,000 :  allowing,  therefor^, 
for  omiilions  in  the  capitation,  as  well  as 
for  thofe  who  migrated  into  Poland  from 
the  Ruffian  difmembered  province -f-,  we 
may  fairly  eftimate  the  number  of  Jews  at 

600,000. 

Before 

*  See  Compend.  Geog.  Sclavonlac^Galicia,  &C.  p.  66. 
t  Jews  are  not  lolerated  in  Ruflia. 
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Before  the  late  partition  Poland  contained 
^bout  14,000,000  of  inhabitants  §.'  As  far 
as  I  could  colled  from  various  converfations 
•with  feveral  intelligent  Poles,  its  prefent  po- 
pulation amounts  to  g^ooopdo.*. 

While  I  am  giving  my  principal'  attention 
to  the  hiftory  and  coriftitution  of  Poland,  I 
cannpt  but  remark,  that  the  Feudal  laws, 
formerly  fo  univerfal,  and  of  which  fome  tra- 
<:es  are  ftill  to  be  difcovered  in  moft  countries, 
have  been  gradually  abolifhed  in  other  nati- 
ons, and  given  place  to  a  more  regular  and 
juft  adminiftration  ;  yet  in  Poland  a  variety 
of  circumftances  has  concurred  to  prevent 
the  abolition  of  thofe  laws,  and  to  preferve 
that  mixture  of  liberty  and  oppreflion,  order 
and  anarchy,  which  fo  ftrongly  eharaderized 
the  feudal  government.  We  may  eafily  trace 
in  this  conftitution  all  the  ftriking  features 
.of  that  fyftem.  The  principal  are,  an  elec- 
tive monarchy  with  a  circumfcribed  power  ; 
the  great  officers  of  ftate  poflefling  their  char- 
ges for  lifcj  and  independent  cf  the  king's 
authority  5  royal  fiefs  5  the  great  nobility- 
above  controulj  the  nobles  or  gentry  alone 
free  and  poflefling  lands,  feudal  tenures,  mi- 
litary 


§  Bufcfaiog  ghres  the  following  eftimate  of  the  population  of 
m)land  fince  the  partition  : 

Males  -  -  4*39^>9^ 

Females  -  -  4}  298^08  3 

f  Secular  18,369  1 

Ecclefiaftics  <  Regular         10,189^         S'li}? 

^        irciualcs  300,8073  ^'^ 

Total  number  of  inhabirarits 


number  of  inhabirarits  9^*7,668 

See  Bufching,  Hif.  Magaz  in.  v.  XVL  p,  z9. 
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litary  fervices,  territorial  jurifdidion  j  com- 
merce degrading  i  oppreffed  condition  of  the 
burghers;  vailalage  of  the  peafants.  In  the 
courfe  of  this  book  I  have  had  occafion  to 
make  mention  of  mod  of  thefe  evils  as  ftill 
exifting  in  Poland^  and  they  may  be  confider- 
ed  as  the  radical  caufe  of  its  decline ;  for  they 
have  prevented  th,e  Poles  from  adopting  thofe 
more  liable  regulations^  which  tend  to  intro- 
duce order  and  good  government,  to  augment 
tommercei  and  to  increafe  population^ 
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Entrance  into  Aufirian  Poland. — Limits  i>fth 
Jifmimbired  province. '^^Its  population  and  prQ'- 
JuiHons.-'^Arrrvai  at  Craoow^r^De/cription 
of  that  city. — Vniver^ty. — Palace. r^Citddel 
occupied  by  the  confederates  m  the  late  troubles. 
-'^Hijlory  of  that  tranfsBkn. — Cathedral^ — 
iTombs  and  x:Aara^ers  ofjewral  Voiifhjive^ 

reigns^  &c. 

< 

July  24,  1778.  We  entered  ;Polan;4  Juft 
teypnd  JBilitz,  having  cfoffeij  tl^  rivujlet  Biala^ 
which, falls  into  the  Viftula,  aaci  purfued  otif 
JQurney  to  CracpTy  through  tlie  territories 
which  the  honfe  of  Auftria  fecured  to  itfelf  m 
the  late  partition. 

The  diftridl  cl^ijnje^  by  the  empress  of  Ger- 
many in  her  manifefto  is  thus  defcribed  :  ^^  All 
**  4hat  tra(a  of  lan^J  lying  on  the  right  fide  of 

"the 
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"  the  Viflula  from  Siiefia  above  Sandomir  to 
*^  the  mouth  of  the  San,  and  from  thence  by 
Franepdle,  Zamoifc,  and  Rubieffow,  to  the 
Bog.  From  the  Bog  the  limits  are  carried 
along  the  frontiers  of  Red  Ruffia  to  Zabras 
upon  the  borders  of  Volhynia  and  Podolia ; 
^^  and  from  Zabras  in  a  ftraight  line,  to  the 
^^  Dnieper,  where  it  receives  the  rivulet  Pod- 
*^  horts  taking  in  a  fmall  flip  of  Podolia,  and 
*^  laftly,  along  the  boundaries  feparating  Po- 
**  dolia  from  Moldavia/' 

A   remarkable   circumflance  attended  the 
taking  pdirejQlon  of  this  diftrid,  which  will 
Ihew  with  what  uncertainty  the  limits  were 
at  firft  traced.     The  partition  being  made  ac- 
cording to  the  map  of  Zannoni,  the   river 
Podhorts  was  taken  as  the  eaftern  boundary 
of  this  difmembered  province ;  but  when  the 
Auilrian  commiflioners  vifited  the  fpot,  where 
according  to  Zannoni  the  Podhorts  flowed  in- 
to the  Dnieper,  they  found  no  river  known  to 
the  inhabitants  which  anfwered  to  that  name. 
They  adyanccd,  therefore,  the  frontiers  ilill 
more  eaftwards,  and  adopting  the  Sebrawce 
or  the  Sbrytz  for  the  boundary,  called  it  the 
Podhorts.     This  ceded  country  has,  finCe  ;the 
partition,  changed  its  name  j  and  is  novv  in- 
corporated into  the  Auftrian  dominions  under 
the  appellation  of  the  kingdoins  of  Galicia 
and  'Lodoiperia,  which  kingdoms  . Ibme  anti- 
ent  diplomes  reprefent  as  fituated  in  Poland, 
and  fubjeft  to  the  kings  of  Hungary :    the 
moft  convincing  proof  that  there  ever  exifted 
fuch    kingdoms,    that  they  ,  depended  upoa 
Kungary,  and  ought,  by  virtiie  pf  an  heredi- 
tary 
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tary  though  dormant  title,  to  revert  to  the  em- 
prefs  as  fovereign  of  Hungary,  was  derived 
from  the  Auftrian  army ;  for  what  people  can 
.  refift  an  argument  backed  by  200,000  troops, 
unlefs  they  can  defend  their  fide  of  the  quef- 
tion  by  an  equal  number  ? 

'the  importance  of  this  acquifition  to  the 
houfe  of  Auftria  will  beft  appear  from  the 
number  of  inhabitants,  which,  according  to 
the  numeration  made  in  1776*,  amounted  to 
2,580,796.  The  mountainous  parts  of  Gali- 
cia  and  Lodomeria  produce  fine  pafture^  the 
plains  are  moftly  fandy,  but  abound  in  forefts, 
and  are  fertile  in  corn.  The  principal  articles 
of  traffic  are  cattle,  hides,  wax  and  honey. 
Thele  countries  contain  mines  of  copper,  lead, 
iron,  and  fait,  of  which  the  latter  are  the  moft 
valuable. 

We  cjroiTed  only  a  narrow  flip  of  Auftrian 
Poland  of  about  86  miles  in  length,  from  Bi- 
litz  to  Cracow,  leaving  on  our  right  hand  a 
chain  of  mount  Crapak,  or  the  antient  Carpa- 
thian mountains.  The  country  we  paffed 
through  was  at  firft  fomewhat  hilly,  but  after- 
wards chiefly  plain,  covered  with  forefts.  The 
roads  were  bad,  the  villages  few  and  wretched 
beyond  defcription;  the  hovels  all  built  of 
wood  feemed  full  of  filth  and  niifery,  and  every 
thing  wore  the  appearance  of  extreme  poverty, 
July  2§.  About  noon  we  arrived  at  the 
Viftula,  the  limits  of  the  Auftrian  dominions, 
which  reach  to  its  fouthern  banks.  Accord- 
ing to  the  partition  treaty,  this  river  was 
marked  as  forming   the  limits  between   the 

Auftrian 

*?Comp,  Regn,  Sclavonise,  GalicUc,  Lodomerige,  &c.p.  66,notef», 
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Auftrian  and  Polifli  territories :  the  houfe  c^ 
Auftria  at  firft  conftnied  the  Viftula  to  mean 
the  old  ^channel  of  that  river  now  dry,  called 
the  Old  Viftula ;  and  by  force  of  this  ftrain- 
ed  interpretation  included  Cafimir  in  the  dif- 
membered  province;  but  not  long  afterwards 
thp  eipprefs  of  Germany  reftored  Cafiipir  tp  the 
Poles ;  and  accepted  tlie  Viftula  as  it  now 
flows,  for  the  boundary  of  her  dominions. 

Having  crofted  the  Viftula  bv  a  bridge,  »t 
one  pnd  of  which  was  an  Atiftnan  foldier  and 
at  the  other  a  Polifh  centinel,  into  Cafimir, 
we  pafTed  the  abovementioned  dry  channel^ 
termed  the  Old  Viftula,  by  a  fecond  brijdge, 
and  entered  Cracow* 

Cracow  is  a  curious  old  town :  it  was  for- 
inerly  the  capital  of  Poland,  where  the  kings 
were  eleded  and  crowned,  and  was  once  almoft 
the  center  of  the  Polifh  dominions,  but  is 
now  a  frontier  town ;  a  proof  how  much  the 
power  of  this  republic  has  been  contracfted  \ 

Crapow  ftands  in  an  extenfive  plain,  water- 
ed by  the  Viftula,  which  is  broad  but  fhallow : 
the  city  and  its  fuburbs  occupy  a  vaft  tTR^t  of 
grpund,  but  are  fo  badly  peopled,  that  they 
fcarccly  contain  16,000*  inhabitants.  The 
great  fquare  in  the  middle  of  the  town  is  very 
fpacious,  and  has  feveral  well  built  houfes, 
oijcc  richly  furnifhed  and  well  ii>habited,  but 
moft  of  them  either  untenanted,  or  in  a  ftate  dF 
melancholy  decay.  Many  of  the  ftreets  arp 
broad  and  handfome ;  but  almoft  every  build- 
ing bears  the  moft  flriking  marks  of  ruined 

grandeur : 

*■  The  city,  excluGv^e  of  the  fuburbs^  cofltained  in  1778  onlf 
^894  foujis. 
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grandeur :  the  churches  alone  &tm  to  h^ve 
prefcrved  their  original  fpbndour.  The  de- 
valiation  of  this  unfortunate  town  was  be- 
gun by  the  Swedes  at  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  century,  when  \t  was  beilezed  and 
taken  by  Charles  XIL  -,  but  the  mifdiie^  it 
fuffered  from  that  ravager  of  the  North  were 
far  lefs  deflru63tive  than  thofe  it  experienced 
during  the  late  dreadful  commotions^  whpn  it 
underwent  repeated  fieges,  and  w^s  alternate- 
ly in  pofTe^^on  of  the  Ruffians  and  Confi^4e7 
irates.  The  effeds  of  cannon,  grape,  and 
muiket-fhot  are  ftill  daCcernible  on  the  waU$ 
'  and  houfes.  In  a  word«  Cracow  exhibits  the 
remains  of  antient  magnifia^nce,  and  look^ 
like  a  great  capital  in  ruin$ :  from  tliie  ^uf^- 
ber  df  &llen  and  falling  houfes  one  woul^ 
imagine  it  had  lately  been  facked^  and  thajt 
the  enemy  had  left  it  only  yelierday. 

The  town  is  furrounded  with  h^h  walls  of 
brick^  flrengthened  by  round  ai^d  fquare 
to\yers  of  whimfical  fhapes  in  the  antknt  iiyle 
of  fortification :  thefe  walls  were  built  by 
Venceflaus*  kins  of  pohemig^  during  die 
ihort  period  iu  which  he-ceignpd  over  Poland^ 
In  Cracow  there  was  a  iRuifian  ^arrifon  c^ 
600  men,  who  were  .Rationed  ^t  the  guard>- 
bouie  m  the  center  of  the  towm :  at  all  the 
gates  a  Rullian  centinel  fbood  oi;i  one  ^de,  an^ 
a  Polifli  centipel  on  the  other.  The  citade^ 
Was  entirely  occupied  by  Rullian  troopp. 

I  did  pot  omit  viiiting  the  univerlity  foujjdr 
ed  and  endowed  by  Cafimir  the  Great,  arid 
improved  and  cpnjplcted  by  Ladiflaus  Jaghei- 

Ion* 

'f  Crjft^moi  ffiuro  circupidedit«   Lengnicb^  Hift.  Pol.  p.  20* 
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Ion.  The  librarian  told  me  that  the  number 
of  fhidents  amounted  to  600.  I  went  over 
the  library,  which  was  neither  remarkable  for 
the  numbier  or  rarity  of  its  books.  Among  the 
principal  objeds  of  attention,  the  librarian 
pointed  ont  a  Turkifh  book,  of  no  intrinfic 
value,  but  efteejned  a  curiofity  becaufe  found 
among  the  fpoils  at  the  battle  of  Chotzim,  and 
prefented  by  John  Sobieflci  to  the  univcrfity, 
as  the  memorial  of  a  vidory  which  faved  his 
country  from  defolation,  and  raifed  him  to  the 
throne  of  Poland;  The  uni verfity  of  Cracow 
■was  formerly,  and  not  unjuftly,  called  the  mo- 
ther of  PoKfh  literature,  as  it  principally  fup- 
plied  the  other  femrnaries  with  profeflbrs  and 
men  of  learning;  but  its  luftre  has  been  greatly 
oblcured  by  the  removal  of  the  royil  refidehce 
to  Warfaw,  and  flill  more  by  the  late  intefline 
convulfions. 

In  this  city  the  art  of  printing  was  firft  in- 
troduced into  Poland  by  Haller;  and  one  of 
the  earlieft  books  was  the  conftitutions  and 
ftatutes  compiled  by  Cafimir  the  Great,  and 
afterwards  augmented  by  his  fucceffors.  The 
charaders  are  Gothic,  the  fame  which  were 
univerfally  ufed  at  the  invention  of  printing: 
the  great  initial  letters  are  wanting,  which 
fhcws  that  they  were  probably  painted  and  afr 
terwards  worn  away.  The  year  in  which  this 
compilation  was  prmted  is  not  pofitively 
known ;  but  its  publication  was  certainly  an- 
terior to  1496,  as  it  does  not  contain  the  ila- 
tutes  paffcd  by  John  Albert  in  that  year. 

The  moll  flourifliing  period  of  the  univcrfi- 
ty was  under  Sigifmond  Auguftus  in  the  fix- 

teenth 
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teenth  century,  when  feveral  of  the  Germaa 
reformers  fled  from  the  perfecutions  of  the 
emperor  Charles  V.  and  found  an  afylum  in 
this  city.  They  gave  to  the  world  feveral 
verfions  of  the  facred  writings  and  other  the- 
ological publications,  which  difFufed  the  re- 
formed religion  over  great  part  of  Poland. 
The  protedion  which  Sigifmond  Auguflus 
afforded  to  men  of  learning  of  all  denomina- 
tions, and  the  univerfal  toleration  which  he 
extended  to  every  fed  of  Chriflians,  created  a 
fufpicion  that  he  was  fecretly  inclined  to  the 
new  church,  and  it  was  even  reported  that  he 
intended  to  renounce  the  catholic  faith,  and 
publicly  profefs  the  reformed  religion  *. 

Towards  the  fouthern  part  of  the  town  near 
the  Viftula  rifes  a  fmall  eminence  or  rock, 
upon  whofe  top  is  built  the  palace^  furround- 
ed  with  brick  walls  and  old  towers,  which 
form  a  kind  of  citadel  to  the  town.  This 
palace  owes  its  origin  to  Ladiflaus  Jaghellon ; 
but  little  of  the  antientflrudlure  now  appears, 
as  the  greatefl  part  was  demoliihed  by  Charles 
XII.  in  1702,  when  he  entered  this  town  in 
triumph  aJFter  the  battle  of  ClifTow.  ,  It  has 
been  fince  repaired :  the  remains  of  the  old 
palace  confifl  of  a  few  apartments,  which  are 
left  in  their  antient  flate  as  they  exiflcd  in  the 
lafl  century.  The  walls  of  the  firfl  of  thefe 
apartments  are  decorated  with  paintings  of 
tilts  and  tournaments ;  thofe  of  the  fecond 
with  a  reprefentation  of  the  coronation  of  a 
king  of  Poland,  affirmed,  by  the  perfon  who 
fhewed  the  palace,  to  be  that  of  Ladiflaus  the 

Firfl, 

♦  Sec  p.  24. 
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Fifft,  ahd  to  hire  been  drawn  in  his  tmic ;  hut 
the  flyle  of  the  minting  befpeaks  it  cf  a  more 
modern  date.  The  cieh*ng  of  the  third  apart- 
ment is  divided  into  different  compartments, 
ornamented  with  carved  heads  of  extraordi- 
nary fhapes  and  grotefque  appearances. 
All  the  rooms  in  the  palace  are  of  fine  dimen- 
fions,  containing  feveral  remains  of  antient 
magnificence,  but  totally  without  furniture. 

This  palace  was  formerly  the  refidence  of 
the  kings  of  Poland,  who,  from  the  time  of 
Ladiflaus  Loketec,  have    been  crowned    at 
Cracow.     The  Polifh  and  German  hiftorians 
differ  concerning  the  time  when  the  title  of 
king  was  firft  claimed  by  the  fovereigns  of  this 
Country ;  but  themofl  probable  account  is,  that 
in  1 295  PremiHaus  affumed  the  regal  title,  and 
was  crowned  at  Gnefna  by  the  archbiihbp  of 
that  diocefe.     He  was  fuccceded  by  Ladiflaus 
Loketec,  who,  offending  the  Poles  by  his  ca- 
pricious and  tyrannical  condudt,  was  depofcd 
before  he  was  crowned ;  and  Venceflaus  king 
of  Bohemia,  who  had  married  Richfa  daughter 
of  Premiflaus,  being  eleded  in  his  flead,  wa«  in 
1300  confecrated  and  crowned   at  Gnefna. 
Ladiflaus,  after  flying  from  his  country,  and 
undergoing  a  feries  of  calamitous  adventures, 
was  at  length  brought  to  a  fenfe  of  his  mif- 
condud.     Having  regained  the  affedion   of 
his  fubjeds,  he  was  reflored,  in  the  lifetime  of 
Venceflaus,  to  part  of  his  dominions ;  and  he 
recovered  them  all  upon  the  demife  of  that 
monarch  in  the  year  1305  :  he  governed,  how- 
ever, for  fome  years,  without  the  title  of  king ; 
but  at  length  in  1320  was  crowned  at  Cra- 
cow, 
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coW,  to  which  place  he  trahsFerred  the  cere- 
mony of  the  coronation  •  arid  afterwards  en- 
ad^ed,  that  for  the  future  his  fucceflbrs  fhould 
be  inaugurated  in  the  cathedral  of  this  city  *. 

Since  that  period^  the  laws  of  Poland  hdve 
cxprefsly  enjoined  that  Cracow  (hould  be  the 
place  of  coronation }  and  fuch  has  been  the 
fuperftitious  attachment  of  the  Poles  to  this 
ufage,  that  when  Jbhn  Sobieflci  was  defirous  of 
being  crowned  at  Leopold,  oh  account  of  its  vi- 
cinity to  the  army, which  he  was  to  command  a- 
gainft  the  Turks  at  the  time  of  his  eledion,  the 
Polifh  patriots  ftrbngly  oppofed  any  innova- 
tion-f-;  and  that  riionairch  Was  under  the  rie- 
ceffity  of  repairing  to  Cracow  for  the  perform- 
anipe  of  thie  ceremony. 

Since  Ladiflaus,  all  the  fucceeding  fove-^ 
reigns  have  been  crowned  at  Cracow  $>  ex- 
cepting the  prefent  king.  Previous  to  hi& 
eledion  a  decree  was  iflued  by  the  diet  of 
convocation,  that  the  coronation  fhould  be 
folemnized  for  this  turn  at  Warfaw,  without 
prejudice  in  future  to  the  antlent  rfght  of 
Cracow ;  a  prdvifb  calculated  to  fatisfy  the 
populace,  but  which  will  not  probably  prevent 
any  future  fovereign  from  being  crowned  at 
Warfaw,  now  become  the  capital  of  Poland^ 
arid  the  refidence  of  its  kings.  The  crown 
and  other  regalia  iifed  at  the  coronation  are 
ftill  kept  in  the  palace  of  Cracow,  under  io 

many 

*  DliigblTius,  lib.  IX.  p.  971.  Lcngnich,  Hift.  Pol.  p.  19— 22^ 

f  Lengnicb,  Jus  Publicum. 
.  t  I  <^o  i)Ot  mention  Staniflaus  Letziniki,  who  was  crowned^  at 
Warfaw,  becaufe  he  was  only  a  temporary  Ibvercign^  and  wa» 
fooB  obliged  to  retire  from  Poland. 
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many  keys,  and  with  fuch  care,  that  it  was 
impofSble  to  obtain  a  fight  of  them. 

From  the  apartments  of  the  palace  we  com- 
manded an  extenfive  view  of  the  neighbour- 
ing country,  which  is  principally  a  large  Tan- 
dy plain.  We  obferved  particularly  two  very 
large  mounds  of  earth,  or  barrows,  one  of 
which  is  by  tradition  called  the  burial  place 
of  Cracus  duke  of  Poland,  who  is  fuppofed 
to  have  built  the  town  of  Cracow  in  the 
year  700 ;  the  other  is  called  the  fepulchre 
of  his  daughter  Venda,  who  is  reported  to 
have  drowned  herfelf  in  the  Viftula,  that  flie 
might  not  be  compelled  to  marry  a  perfon  for 
whom  Ihe  had  entertained  an  averfion. 

The  whole  hiftory  of  Cracus  and  Venda 
is  involved  in  impenetrable  darknefs,  and 
thefe  barrows,  which  are  common  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  Europe,  were  probably  anterior 
to  the  Chrifltian  aera.  The  practice  of  raifing 
barrows  over  the  bodies  of  the  deceafed  was 
almofl  univerfal  in  the  earlier  ages  of  the 
world.  Homer  mentions  it  as  a  common 
pradice  among  the  Greeks  and  Trojans ;  Vir- 
gil alludes  to  it  as  ufual  in  Italy  in  the  times 
treated  of  in  the  ^neid ;  Xenophon  relates  that 
it  obtained  among  the  Perfians ;  the  Roman 
hiflorians  record  that  the  fame  mode  of  in- 
terring took  place  among  their  countrymen ; 
and  it  appears  to  have  prevailed  no  lefs  among 
the  antient  Germans,  and  many  other  uncivi- 
lized nations.  In  general,  popular  tradition 
allows  fome  favourite  charaders  in  national 
hiflory,  like  Cracus  and  Venda,  to  ufurp  the  . 

,  honour 
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honour  of  being  buried  under  thei  moft' eon** 
ipicuons  of  thefe  monuments. 

At  ibme  diftance  from  Cracow  we  noticed 
the  foFtreis  of  Landfkron  fituated  upbn  ^ 
rock^  which  the  confederates  pofTeiTed  during 
the  late  troubles;  and  from  whence  they 
jnade  excurfions  as  occaiion  offered  againft 
the  Ruffian  and  Poliih  troops  in  the  iervice 
of  the  king;  By  a  detachment  of  troops  from 
this  fortreis^  the  citadel  of  Gracow  was  taken 
by  furpriize ;  a  gallant  exploit^  and  which  me- 
rits a  particular  defcription.  The  perfon  who 
ibewed  ps  the  palace  was  himfelf  prefent, 
when  the  JPolifli  troops  iffued  from  a  fiibter- 
raneous  paiTage,  and  furprized  the  Ruffian 
garrifbn,  confifting  of  87  troops.  About  four 
in  the  morning  a  party  of  76  confederates,  all 
<rf  whom  were  Poles,  led  by  a  lieutenant  •, 
whofe  name  was  Bytranowiki,  entered  the 
palace  through  a  common  fewer,  without  be- 
ing difcovercd,  and  repairing  to  the  ttiain- 
guard  inftantly  fell  upon  the  Ruilians :  the 
latter  were  fb  confounded  with  the  fudden- 
'VoL.  I.  N  nefs 

*  In  moftof  the  accQiints  publifHed  of  :tlH9  franfa^iony  it  it 
ftid  that  the  confederates  were  led  by  a  French  o^iccr,  and  that 
there  were  fevcral  Frenchmen  amongft  iheai.  1  have  related 
^mp\j  the>acqoviQt  w.bicb  I  received:  from  theftewardof  the  pa- 
la  ce»  who  repeatedly  afTured  me,  that  there  was  pot  oae  French- 
man amongft  them  ;  that  thjcy^were  Ud  by  a  Poliih  lieutenant, 
VhD(e  n^me  was  fiytranowflci. '  The  fteward  was  hinffelf  pre- 
f<^Qt  ,^t  the;  tr^nfadion,  a^B^l  ^as  be  was  ho  fol(}i«r«  ..was^  apt  .con- 
fined with  the  garrifan  in  the  dungeop  :  he  bad»  therefore^ 
eveiy  opportunity  of*  being  informed  of  the  truth  :  attbe  fame 
time;  it  i»  pfj|{|;bje,  tb&<  H^  partiality  to  his  coujitiymen  might 
have  induced  him  tp^ive  the  whole  hpno.ur  to  the  Poles.  Mon* 
fieur  Viofmenii  is  the, French  Qfficcr,.  generally  mentioned  as 
lea/ding  ibis  ^uterprifing  band  ^f  confederates  through  the  fab- 
lei-xan^ous  paflage.  ' 
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nefs  of  the  aflault,  th^t  they  all  yielded  them-^ 
ielves  prifoners  without  the  leait  refiftance, 
flvnd  the  Poles  became  mailers  of  the  citadeL 
Two  or  three  Ruffians  were  killed  at  the  firft 
onfet,  and  the  remainder  were  confined  in  a 
dungeon.     One  foldier  however  found  means 
to  efcape  by  climbing  the  wall  of  the  citadel, 
and  alarmed  the  Ruffian  foldiers  within  the 
town ;  thefe  without  delay  attacked  the  caflle, 
but,  receiving  a  warm  fire  froto  the  confede- 
rates, they  imagined  the  enemy  to  be  more 
numerous  than  they  really  were,  and  defifted 
from  the  affault.     This  event  happened  on 
the  2d  of  February,  1772*  .  The  iame  even- 
ing Monfieur  de  Choify,  in  the  feryice  of  the 
confederates  of  Landflcron,   being  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterpfiae, 
advanced  towards  Cracow  at  the  head  of  8©o 
confedexates  (amongfl  whom  were  30  or  40 
Frenchmen,  moil  of  them  officers),  and,  hav* 
jng  defeated  a  detachment  of  200  Ruffians, 
was  received  into  the  citadeL     But  the  Ruffi- 
an garrifon  in  the  town,  which  before  confift* 
ed  of  only  400  men,  being  likewife  reinforc- 
ed, the  confederates  in  the  citadel  underwent 
a  regular  fiege :  they  defended  themfelves  with 
the  moft  undaunted  fpirit  for  the  Cpace  of  three 
months ;  and  at  length  capitulated  upon  the 
moft  honourable  terms. 

;  I  examined  the  fubterraneous  paffage 
through  which  the  76  confederates  introduced 
themfelves  into  the  palace :  it  is  a  drain  which 
conveys  all  the  filth  from  the  iriteribr  part  of 
the  palace  to  a  fmall  opening  without  the 
walls  near  the  Viftula.     They  entered  this 

fmall 
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fmall  opening,  and  crawled  upon  their  hands 
and  knees  a  confiderable  way,  one  behind 
another,  until  they  came  out  through  a  hole 
in  the  walls  of  the  palace ;  fo  that  if  the  Ruf* 
iians  had  either  been  apprized  of  their  attempt^ 
or  had  over-heard  them  in  their  pafTage,  not 
one  perfon  could  have  efcaped :  the  danger 
was  great,  but  it  (hows  what  fpirit  and  per- 
feverance  will  cfFed. 

Having  viewed  the  palace,  we  vifited  the 
adjoining  cathedral,  which  fiands  within  the 
walls  of  the  citadel.  In  this  cathedral  *,  all 
the  fovereigns,  from  the  time  of  Ladiflaus 
Loketec,  have  been  interred,  a  few  only  ex- 
cepted, viz.  Louis  and  Ladiflaus  III.  who 
were  kings  of  Hungary  as  well  as  of  Poland, 
and  whofe  bodies  were  depofited  in  Hungary ; 
Alexander,  who  died  and  was  buried  at  Vil- 
na ;  Henry  of  Valois,  interred  in  France ;  and 
the  late  monarch  Auguftus  IIL  The  laws  of 
Poland  are  as  exprefs  and  minute  in  regu- 
lating the  burial  as  the  election  and  corona- 
tion of  the  kings ;  and,  as  many  curious  cir- 
cumfiances  attend  their  int^rment^  I  fhall  take 
this  opportunity  of  laying  the  ceremony  be- 
fore the  reader. 

Since  Warfaw  has  become  the  royal  rclT- 
.dence,  and  the  place  for  the  eledion  of  the 
:kings  of  Poland,  the  body  of  the  deceafed 
.prince  muft  be  carried  firft  to  that  city,  where 
it  remains  until  the  nomination  of  the  new 
Ifovereign  has  taken  place  5  it  is  then  trans- 
ported in  great  ilate  to  Cracow,  and,  two  days 

N  2  before 

*  Lengnlch,  Jus  Ptibl.    > 
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|)cfore  the  day  appointed  for  the  ceremony  of 
the  coronation,  the  king  el6d,  preceded  by 
the  great  officers  of  ft  ate,  with  their  rods  of 
office  pdintihg  to  the  ground,  joins  the^Hinfe- 
tail  pfoceifion  as  it  panes  through  the  ftrieets, 
and  'follows  the  body  to  the  chtirch  of  St. 
Staliiflaus,  where  the  burial  ferVice  is  per- 
fofined :  the  renlaihs  are  then  depofited  in  the 
cathedral  adjoining  to  the  palace.  It  is  pecu- 
liar to  the  lawijdf  Poland,  that  the  funeral  of 
the  cleCeaYed  iHoharch  Ihbuld  immediati^lj 
precede  the*  cof ohatibti  of  the  new  fov^rfei^hj 
khd  that*th"e^kih'e  eled  ihould  be  under  i  rie- 
iceffity  of  attending  the  obfequies  of  hjrs  prfc^ 
ileceflbr.  Hiftoriitis  hiave  fagely  remafked, 
that  ihis  fiiigular  cufto'm  Was  ihftituted,  in 
brder  to  imjirefs  the  new  king  with  the  uncer- 
tainty of  human  grindeur ;  and  to  reminii 
hirti  of  his  .'duty,  hy  thiiting  the  hqrfbrs  'of 
death  with  the  pomp  and  dignity  of  his  neW 
Itatfbn ;  yet  We  cannot  but  bbfetve,  that  ithis 
prtcaulion  liks  hot  hithfcrtb  Ibeeti  proUuSive 
bf  any  vifible  ^^ffeds,  as  it  does  not  'appidai' 
'ihit  the  kings  of  Poland  have  gdVet-ne'd  with 
grfeater  wifddm  dnd  jtittice  than  bther  pbten- 
tates.  But  it  is  moft  probable,  that  this  Ciif- 
Itom  tobt  fts  rife  from  the  habits  of  exterior 
;hom4ge,%hieh  affed  to  pay  to  tticft'  . 

Sovereign  m  compeiifatibn  f6r  the  futiftantial 
"dignity  which  they  withhold  from  Tifm:  thi* 
ipirit  of  liioc^-reverence  they  extend  beybnd 
the  grave  5  a'nd  while  th^  fcircehr'illoW  l5te 
'feigning  king  the  ih'adow  Of  real  atithdrityy 
heap  upon  a  dcceafed  monarch  every  poffible  ' 
trapping  of  imperial  honour. 

The 
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The  fepulchres  of  the  kings  of  |*oland  are. 
not  diftinguifhed  by  any  pecviliar  rn^nifi--, 
cence:  their  figures  are  carvejd  in  marble  of 
no  eztraordinary  workmanfliipy  and  ifome  are 
without  infcriptiona, 

I  felt  a  ftrong  fenjtiment  of  veneration  at 
approaching  the  al|hes  of  Cafinjir  the  Gre^t, 
whom  J  confider  as  one  of  the  gr^ateft  princes 
that  ever  adorned  a  throne.  It  is  not,  how- 
ever, the  brilliancy  and  magnificence  of  his 
reign^  his  warlike  atchievemeqts,  nor  even  his 

{>atronage  of  the  arts  and  fciences ;  but  his 
egiflative  abilities,  and  his  wonderful  be- 
neficence to  the  inferior  clafs  of  his  fub-» 
jeds,  that  infpired  me  with  a  reverence  fof  his 
charader. 

Cafimir  was  bop  in  1310;  and  in  1333  aff 
pepded  the  throne  of  Poland,  upon  the  deniife 
of  his  father  Ladiflaus  Loketec.  The  Polifli 
hifiorians  dwell  wi^h  Angular  compliacency 
upon  his  reign,  as  the  moft  glorious  and  hap-^ 
py  pieriod  of  their  hjftory  j  and  record  with 
peculiar  pleafure  the  virtues  and  abilities  of 
this  inreat  and  amiable  monarch :  nor  are  their 
praifes  the  echops  of  flattery,  for  they  were 
moftly  written  fubfequent  to  his  death,  when 
another  family  waa  (bated  upon  the  throne* 
^n  pcruflng  the  reign  of  Cafimir,  we  caii  hard-' 
\y  believe  that  we  are  reading  the  hiftory  of 
the  fovereign  of  a  barbaroust  people  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fonrteenth  century  j  it  feems 
as  if,  by  the  afccndancy  of  his  fbperior  ge-. 
nius,  he  had  goi  the  ftart  of  the  age  in  which 
1^0  flqurifhed^  and  had  anticipated  the  know- 
ledge 
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ledge  and  improvements  of  the  fncceeding  and 
more  enlightened  periods. 

From  the  moment  of  his  acceflion  his  firft 
care  was  to  fe&ure  his  kingdom  againfl  foreign 
enemies  5  with  this  view  he  attacked  the 
knights  of  the  Teutonic  order,  with  whom 
Poland  had  long  been  in  an  almoft  continual 
ftate  of  warfare,  and  obliged  them  to  pur- 
chafe  a  peace  by  the  ceflion  of  Culm  and  Cu- 
javia,  which  they  had  wrefted  from  his  father  5 
he  then  reduced  Red  Ruilia,  and  annexed  the 
duchy  of  Mafovia  to  the  dominions  of  Po- 
land. By  thefe  acquifitions  he  not  only  ex- 
tended the  frontiers  of  his  empire,  but  ren-^ 
dered  his  dominions  lefs  liable  to  fudden  in- 
vafions.  But  thefe  great  fuccefles  were  not 
able  to  excite  in  his  breaft  the  fatal  fpirit 
of  military  enterprize ;  he  always  co^fidered 
war  as  a  matter  of  ncccffity,  not  of  choice,^ 
and  as  the  me^ns  of  fafety  rathe?  than  of 
glory  ♦. 

Having  fecurcd  his  frontiers,  as  well  by  his 
vidories  as  by  treaties  with  the  neighbouring 
powers,  he  turned  his  whole  attention  to  the 
interior  adminiftration  of  his  kingdom ;  he 
built  feveral  towns,  enlarged  and  beautified 
others :  fp  that  Dlugoffius  •[•,  w^ip  wrote  in 

the 

*  Mitis  ingeniOy  et  quietus. quam  armorum  appecentior.  Flo* 
rus  Pol.  p.  1 16., 

f  Tantus  enim  illi  ad  magnificandumylocupletandumque  Re^^ 
i)um  Polonise  inerat  amor,  qt  graviffitnos  &  notabiles  fumptus,  ini 
erigendis  ex  muro  ecclefiis,  caftris,  civitatibus,  &  ci\riis,  faqien- 
do  ad  id  omnem  folicitudinem  curamque  intenderac,  ut  Poloni- 
am,  quam  luceam,  ligneam,  &  fqualidam  reperierar,  lateritiam, 
gloriofam,  &  inclytam,  ficut  evenit,  relinquerit.  Nam  quicquidt 
Polonia  in  caftris,  ecclefiis,  civitatibus,  curiis,  &  domibus  muro- 
rum  continet,  id  pro  roajori  parte  ab  ipfo  Cafimiro  rcgc,  &  fuia 
regiis  fumptibus  ed  perfedtum.     Lib.  D{.  p.  ^64. 
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the  following  century  fays  of  him,  "  Poland  is 
"  indebted  to  Cafimir  for  the  greatcft  part  of 
"  her  churches,  palaces,  fortreues,  and  towns  j" 
adding^  metaphorically,  "  that  he  found  Poland 
of  wood,  and  left  her  of  marble/'  He  patro- 
nized letters,  and  founded  the  academy  of 
Cracow ;  he  promoted  indiiftry  and  encourag- 
ed trade :  elegant  in  his  manners  and  magni- 
cent  in  his  court,  he  was  oeconomical  without 
*  meannefs,  and  liberal  with<)ut  prodigality. 

He  was  the  great  legiflator  of  Poland :  find- 
ing his  country  without  any  written  laws,  he 
reviewed  all  ih^ufages  and  cuftoms,  and  di- 
gefled  theip,  with' fome  additions,  into  a  regu- 
lar code,  which  he  ordered  to  be  pubKfhed^ 
He  fimplified  and  improve^  the  courts  of  juf- 
tice^he  was  ealy  ♦  of  acccfe  to  the  mcaneft 
as  well  as  the  higheft  of  his  fubjeds,  and  Ibli- 
citous  to  relieve  the  peafants  from  the  pppref- 
fionsof  the  nobility:  fuch  indeed  was  the 
teudernefs  he  (bowed  to  that  injured  clafs  of 
men,  and  fi>  many  were  the  privileges  which 
he  conf^trcA  upon  them,  that  the  nobles  ufcd 
to  call  him  out  of  derifion  Rex  Rujiicorumy  the 
king  of  the  peafents ;  perhaps  the  moft  noble 
appellation  that  ever  was;  bellowed  upoh  a 
fovereign,  and  far  to  be  preferred  to  the  titles 
of  magnificent  and  great,  whiph  have  been  fo 
often  lavifhed  rather  upon  the  perfecutors 
than  the  benefadtors  of  mankind. 

Human  natijre  is  never  perfed ;  Cafimir 
was  not  without  his  f$^ilings :  voluptuous  and 

fenfual,  # 

*  Adeuirtibus  fucilis*  quei^inionias  etiam  infiiiiorum  audivit, 
Slc,  Sarniiki.  Cgilibet  conditi'^ni,  gejaeri,  atquextati  facilU  a.4. 
cum  patebat  acccffus*     Dhsgcffius. 
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fenfual,  he  pufhed  the  plcafures  of  the  table^ 
to  an  cxcefs  of  intemperance ;  and  his^  inordi- 
nate paffibn  for  women  led  him  into  fome  ac- 
tions, inconliftent  with  the  general  tenor  of 
honour  and  integrity  wfiich  diftinguifhes  hk 
charaQer.  But  thefe  defedls  influenced  chief- 
ly his  private,  and  not  his  public  deportment ; 
or,  to  ufe  the  expreffion  of  a  Polifh  hiitcMrian, 
his  private  failings  were  redeemed  by  his 
public  virtues -f*:  and  it  is  allowed  by  all,  * 
that  no  fovereign  ever  more  coiifulted  the 
happinefs  of  his  fubjedls,  or  w^s  more  beloved 
at  home  or  refpeded  abroad.  After  a  long 
reign  of  40  years  he  was  thrown  frtMn  hi* 
horfe  as  he  was  hunting,  and  died  after  a 
fhort  illnefs  in  the  60th  year  of  his  age,  car- 
rying with  him  to  the  grave  the  regret  pf  his 
fubjedis,  and  a  claim  to  the  veneration  of  pof- 
terity.  He  is  defcribed  (for  the  figui^e  of  fq 
amiable  a  charader  cannot  fail  to  be  iritereft- 
ing)  as  tall  in  his  perfbn,  and  inclined  to  cor- 
pulency, with  a  niajeftic  afped,  thick  and 
curiing  hair,  long  beard,  with  a  ftrong  voice 
fomewhat  lifping  *. 

Next  to  the  'remains  of  Cafimir  repofe  the 
afhes  of  Ladiflaus  t  IL  known  by  the  appel- 

latioq 

f  Redimens  vitia  virtutibus.     pIu|oj[tjus. 

*  Vir  fta^urt  elcvail,  corpore  crauo,  fronte  ^enerabili,  crine 
circino  et  abundante,  barba  promifsa,  voce  ali<^U9ntuliim  balbft 
fed  fon«r4.  '■ 

Deceive  Cafimirus  a.  1370,  fays  Lengnich,  cui  Poloiiia  leges, 
judi^ia,  cultfini,  pl^rima^  civitates,  arces,  et  alia  edificta  debet; 
Hift.  Pol.  p.  a5. 

X  He  is  fomecimes  called  Ladiflaus  IV.  and  fometimes  Ladi« 
flaus  V.  ;  but  reckoning  from  the  lime  the  fovereigns  of  Po* 
land  aiTumed  the  regal  authority,  he  ought  to  be  called  Ladi- 
flaus n.  Ladiflaus  Inter  Pdooi^  ^^S^^  iuivis  nominit  fecuhdus. 
Lengnicb^Hift;  Pol.  p.  31. 
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lation  of  Jd|[heUoav  tke  fadier  of  a  rate  of 
kings  callecl  &om  hkn  tbe  Jaghellon  line. 
This  ibvereiga.\b!9«  originally  duke  of  Lithu^ 
ania^  and,  togjethet  with  his  fubjedis,  a  wbr- 
ihipper  of  idcMS;  b^t  having  ombraiced  Cbrif- 
tianity,  and  efpouicd  Hedwige  fecond  daugh- 
ter of  Louis,  be  obtained  the  throne  of  Po* 
land.  This  event  happened  in  1386,  in 
which  year  he  was  piBbUcly  baptised,  married, 
and  crowned  at  Cracow,  and  affnmed  a  new ' 
baptifmal  name  of  Ladiilans  II. ;  he  died  in 
1434  in  a  very  advanced  age,  in  the  50th  j^ar 
a  long  and  glorious  reign. 

Aniong  bis  posterity,  whofe  bodies  are  de- 
posited in  this  cathedral,^  the  moil  memorable 
is  Sigifmpnd  I.  a  great  and  able  nnnarch,  the 
protedqr  pf  the  arts  and  fciences,  which  made 
no  inconiid^rable  figure  under  his  aufpices. 
He  is  repreitoted,  however,  as  not  fuificient- 
ly  watchful  q ver  the  royal  prerogative  % ;  and 
as  yielding  fop  i^afily  to  the  encroachments 
pf  the  nobility  to  the  injury  of  fucqeeding 
inpnarf;hs,  and  the  detriment  of  the  republic. 
But  thefe  compliances  admit  of  great  4)allia* 
tion,  when  we  refled,  that  the  nobles,  to 
whom  they  were  made^  had  raifed  him  to  the 
throne,  and  were  become  nearly  uncontroul- 
^ble  by  the  conqefiions  of  his  immediate 
prcdeceffors. 

As  i  viewed  the  tomb  of  Sigifmond  Auguf- 
tus,  foQ  of  the  lail  mentioned  monarch,  I  re- 

coUcdcd, 


V.    t  .        :.  ,         'It. 


^  Ab  hoc  potifTunum  rege  nimis  indulgente,  licentia  nobilitatis 
increment  a  contra  jura  majeftatis,  cum  injuria  fuccedcntium 
feguniy  et  teipiib.  decremento*  fumere  et  praevalare  co^it^  ut  fa* 
picntcsf  &c    De  Script.  Pol.  &c.  p.  4. 
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colledcd,  not  without  a  mixture  of  regret  and 
fympathy  for  this  unhappy  country,  that  in 
him  terminated  that  hereditary  influence, 
which  had  given  tranquillity  during  a  long 
fucceffion  of  fbvereigns  to  the  diets  of  election ; 
and  that  upon  his  death  all  thofe  troubles 
and  confuiions,  which  are  infeparable  from  a 
crown  wholly  eleftivei  broke  in  upon  the 
kingdom.  From  this  period  the  cabals  and 
convulfions  continually  recurring  at  every  ap- 
pointment of  a  new  fbvereign,  rapidly  im- 
paired the  flrength  of  the  flate  and  the  dig-* 
nity  of  the  throne.  The  Poles  gradually  loft 
their  confequence  among  foreign  powers  ^  and 
the  authority  of  fucceeding  kings  depended 
more  on  their  own  perfbnal  abilities,  and  ac« 
cidental  circumftances,  than  on  any  perma* 
nent  principle  of  vigour  inherent  in  the 
crown,  which  has  been  nearly  ftripped  of  all 
its  {M-cfOgativcs. 

The  firft  of  the  new  fucceffion,  whofe 
remains  ^rc  interred  in  this  church,  is  Stephen 
Bathort  prince  of  Tranfylvania,  eleded  in 
1576,  upon  the  abdication  of  Henry  of  Va- 
lois :  he  owed  his  elevation  to  his  marriage 
with  Anne  daughter  of  Sigifmond  L  ;  a  prin-^ 
cefs  who,  being  in  the  5  2d  year  of  her  age, 
was  not  endowed  with  any  winning  attracti- 
ons, if  Ihe  had  not  brought  a  kingdom  for  her 
portion.  The  epitaph  upon  his  tomb  juftly 
afcribes  to  Stephen  a  lon^  catalogue  of  civil 
and  military  virtues. 

I  came  next  to  the  fepulchre  of  his  fuccef^ 
for  Sigifmond  III.  fon  of  John  IIL  king  of 
Sweden,  and  of  Catharine  daughter  of  Sigit 

mond 
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mond  L:  cleded  king  of  Poland  in  i^Sj,  he 
revived  in  his  petfon^  on  the  female  nde^  the 
race  of  the  Jaghellon  family.  He  was  raifed 
to  the  throne  of  this  country  while  he* was 
prince  royal  of  Sweden;  and,  upon  the* death 
of  his  father  in  1592,  poflefled  both  crowns; 
but  he  gradually  loft  all  authority  in  Sweden^ 
and  was  at  length  formally  depofed  by  the 
ftates  of  that  kingdom.  He  owed  his  expul* 
lion  from  Sweden  to  his  partiality  for  Poland^ 
to  his  bigoted  zeal  for  the  catholic  religion^ 
and  above  all  to  the  fuperior  genius  of  his 
uncle  and  rival  Charles  IX*  He  expired  in 
the  46th  year  of  his  reign,  and  in  the  67th 
of  his  age.     , 

Near  the  body  of  Sigifmond  lie  thofe  of  his 
two  fons;  the  eldeft  named  Ladiflaus  IV. 
ele£ted  king  of  Poland  upon  the  demife  of  his 
father,  fupported  the  dignity  of  his  crown 
with  reputation  and  honour;  the  fecond,  John 
Cafimir,  was  a  prince,  whofe  charadcr  and  ad- 
ventures are  too  fingukr  to  be  paffed  oyer 
without  particular  notice. 

John  Cafimir,  fon  of  Sigifmond  III.  by  a 
fecond  wife  Anne,  fitter  of  the  emperor  Fer- 
dinand IL  was  educated  in  his  father's  court, 
upon  whofe  death  his  mother  endeavoured, 
but  without  effed,  to  procure  his  eledioh  to 
the  throne,  in  oppofition  to  his  elder  brother 
Ladiflaus  IV.  Repulfed  from  the  throne,  he 
contraded  a  difguft  to  Poland,  and  undertook 
a  journey  to  Spain  with  a  view  of  offering  his 
fervices  to  his  coufin  Philip  IV.  then  at  war 
with  France.  PaflSng  through  Auftria  and 
Trent  into  Italy,  at  Genoa  he  embarked  in  a 

vcffel 
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vdlel  bound  to  Spain ;  but^  prompted  foy  cu-^ 
riofity,  he  ventured  to  land  ioco^ito  a^t  Mar- 
fellies :  being  difcovered^  he  was  arretted  by 
order  of  the  court  of  France^  and»  on  accoual 
cf  his  connexion  with  the  houie  of  Auftria^ 
clofely  imprifbned  for  the  fpace  of  two  years*. 
Being  at  length  rcleafed  at  the  intercefiion  of 
his  brother  the  king  of  Poland,  he  repaired  to 
Rome,  and  there,  cither  out  of  d^yotioA  or  ca- 
price, entered  into  the  order  of  the  Jefuits.  Af- 
terwards, grown  weary  of  his  fundioHji  he  quit-f 
ted  that  order,  and  was  proaK>ted  to  the  rank 
of  cardinal*  Upon  the  death  of  his  brother 
Ladiilaus  IV.  being  abfolved  from  his  vows  by 
the  pope,  he  was  eleded  king  of  Poland  ^  and 
having  obtained  a  difpenfation,  married  his. 
brother's  ^ widow  Louiia  Mafia  daughter  of 
the  duke  of  Nevers,  a  woman  of  great  beauty 
and  ftill  greater  fpirit,  who  blended  devotioi^ 
with  a  ffarong  propeniity  to  political  intrigues ; 
the  foul  of  her  hufband's  councils  (he  may  be 
&id«to  have  reigned  over  Poland,  while  he  was. 
only  nominal  king.  Such  was  her  aicend^ 
ancy,  that  ihe  prevaDed  upon  him  to  fblicit 
the  nomination  of  the  duke  of  Enguien  fon  of 
the  great  Conde  for  his  fucceiTor;  a  meafure 
fo  contradidory  to  the  firft  principles  of  the 
Polifh  conflitutiojp,  as  well  as  to  his  corona- 
tion oath,  excited  a  general  difcontcnt,  and 
threw  the  kingdojm,  into,  the  moft  violent  com- 
motions. .  ' 

The  reign  of  John  Gafimir  was  adive  and 
turbulent,  memorable  fof  the  xevoit  of  the 
Coflacs  of  the  Ukraine,  for.  the  unfuccefsful 

_.wars 

•  Fiorus  Polon.p.  437,  &  feq. 
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wars  with  Sweden,  and  for  the  irifurredions 
of  the  nobility.  Though,  fo  far  from  being 
deficient  in  military  cotirage,  that  in  every 
defpefate  emergency  he  always  commanded 
his  t^rckips  in  perfon ;  thotigh,  to  trfe  his  own 
expreffion,  "  ne  was  the  firfl  to  attack,  and 
^*  the  lafl  to  retreat*/*  yet  as  he  preferred  peace 
to  war,  and  wanted  the  fenterprizing  Ipirit  of 
his  brother  Ladiflaus  IV.  he  was  a(ccufcd  by  the 
Poles  of  indolence  and  pniillanimity.  Hi«  po- 
litical lagacity  appears  from  his  predidions, 
that  Poland,  enfeebled  by  the  anarchy  of  its 
government,  and  the  licentioufnefs  of  the 
nobles,  would  neceflarily  be  difmembered  by 
the  neighbourihg  powei's.  Worn  out  at 
length  with  the  cares  of  royalty,  fhocked  at 
the  diftreffed  ftate  ttf  the  kingdom,  difcontent- 
ttl  ^iffi  the  fadionis  of  the  nobility,  afflided 
^t  the  death  of  his  wife,  and  impelled  by  the 
verfatility  of  his  difpofition,  he  abdicated  the 
throne  in  the  20th  year  of  his  reign,  alid  in 
the  6Sth  of  his  age.  This  extraordinary 
event  happened  ott  the  ^7th  df  Augiift,  in  the 
year  1668,  befbtte  a  general  diet  aflembled  at 
•Warlaw :  the  fcene  was  afFeding;  the  con- 
dndl  of  the  king  manly  and  relblute  ;  and  his 
fjpeeth  upon  that  event  is  the  fined  piece  of 
psLthctic  eloquence  that  hiftory  has  ever  re- 
-^rdcd  -f-. 

Soon  after  his  abdication  he  retired  into 
'trance,  and  again  embraced  the  ccclefiaftical 
'l^l-ofeffion.     LoUis  'XIV.  who  prided  himfelf 

in 

*  **  Emn  me  eife,  qui  primus  in  prselits^  pofiremus  in  difcri* 
'*  mine  et  rccefln."     Zaloik],  £p;  T«  1.  p,  57. 
t  See  Zaluflu,  Epift.  r.  h  p.  57. 
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in  affording  an  afylum  to  abdicated  fove- 
reigns,  gave  him  the  abbeys  of  St.  Germain 
and  St*  Martin,  without  which  he  would  have 
had  no  means  of  fubiiilence,  as  Poland  foon 
withheld  his  penfion ;  a  proof  that  the  tears 
which  were  fhed  at  his  abdication  were  not 
iincere.  Notwithftanding  his  ecclefiaftical 
engagements,  John  Cafimir  could  not  with- 
fiand  the  attractions  of  Marie  Mignot,  a  wo- 
man, who  €[Qta  being  a  laundrefs,  had  been 
married  firft  to  a  counfellor  of  Grenoble,  and 
afterwards  to  the  marflial  de  L'Hofpital.  She 
was  a  widow  when  Ihe  attra^ed  the  notice  of 

<  4 

the  abdicated  king,  and  fo  powerful  was  the 
imprefiion  he  received,  that  it  was  fufpedled 
he  was.  fecretly  married  to  her.  Cafimer  is 
reprefented,  by  thofe  who  knew  him  in  his 
retirement,  as  eafy  and  familiar  in  his  coi>ver- 
fation,  and  difpleafed  with  receiving  any  ho- 
nours or  titles  due  to  his  former  rank*.  He 
furvived  his  abdication  only  four  years,  and 
died  at  Nevers  oh  the  i6th  of  December,  i672> 
His  body  was  brought  to  this  city,  and  buried 
in  the  cathedral  at  the  fame  time  with  that  of 
his  fucceffor  Michael,  the  day  before  the  coro- 
nation of  John  Sobieiki. 

Upon  approaching  the  remains  of  John  So- 
bieiki, I  recoUeded  that  when  Charles  XII.  of 
Sweden  entered  Cracow  he  vifited  thefe  tombs, 
in  order  to  pay  a  mark  of  refpeft  to  the  me- 
mory of  that  great  monarch :  he  is  reported, 
as  he  hung  with  reverence  over  hiS  fepulchre, 
to  have  cried  out,  "  What  a  pity  that  fo  great 

"  a  man 

*  Vic  dc  Sob'cfki  I.  p,  153, 
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^*  a  man  fhould  ever  die!'-  May  wc  not  alfo 
exclaim^  what  a  pity  that  a  perfon^  fo  im"- 
pKfTed  with  a  fenfe  of  Sobiefki's  virtues, 
ihould  adopt  only  the  military  part  of  his  cha- 
rader  for  the  obje£t  of  his  imitation !  How 
infinitely  inferior  is  the  Swediih  to  the  Poliih 
ibvereign !  The  former,  dead  to  all  the  finer 
feelings  of  humanity,  was  awake  only  to  the 
calls  of  ambition ;  every  other  fentiment  being 
loft  in  the  ardour  for  military  honours^  If 
perfonal  courage  be  fufficient  to  conftitute  an 
hero,  he  pofTeued  that  quality  in  a  fuperior 
degree  ^  but  it  was  rather  the  bravery  of  a 
common  foldier  than  of  a  general.  Sobieiki, 
even  upon  that  ground,  has  an  equal  title  to 
fame  y  for  his  valour  was  no  lefs  diftinguifb- 
ed,  and  was  fuperior  in  this  yefped,  that  it 
was  not  clouded  with  raihnefs,  but  tempered 
with  prudence.  -  Though  the  firft  general  of 
his  age,  he  placed  not  his  fole  ambition  in 
military  glory ;  he  was  great  in  peace  as  well 
as  in  war  j  by  the  union  of  talents  belonging 
to  each  department,  he  defended  his  country 
from  impending  danger,  raifed  her  from  her 
falling  ftare,  and  ddayed  during  his  reign  j^e 
«ra  of  her  decline ;  while  Charles,  who  wts 
deficient  in  civil  virtues,  plunged  Sweden, 
which  he  found  highly  profperous,  into  ruin 
and  defolation:  ia  a  word,  Charles  had  the 
.qualities  of  a  knight  errant,  and  Sobieiki  the 
.  virtues  of  an  hero  ♦. 

About  an  Englifh  mile  from  Cracow  are  the 
Temains  of  an  old  ftrudure,  called  the  palace 

of 

*  See  an  account  of  Sobielki's  death  and  family,  Chap.  IV.  of 
Ais  book. 
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of  OdraiirthcXircatj^hich  my  xenciatioa  for 
that  fbveareign  induced  me  to  vifit^  as  there  k 
.a  iingular  pleafure  axHing  from  feeing  the  .%K>t 
that  was  once  dignified  by  the  refidbnce  of  a 
favourate  charaif^r.  Little,  I  imagine,  of  the 
original  palace,  as  it  was  faiitit  by  Cafimir, 
exifis  at  prefent.  Jn  the  inner  court  are  the 
remains  of  a  corridofe  with  pillars  of  the 
Doric  order;  and  upon  on^  of  the  fide  walls 
I  obferved  the  white^eagle  of  Poland  carved 
.in  fione,  and  around  it  an  infer iption  feeming- 
iy  in  old  Gothic  charadiers,  of  which  I  could 
only  make  out  Ann.  Dom.  M.CCCLXVII, 
which  anfwers  to  the  asra  of  Cafimir,  who 
died  in  1 370.  Several  marble  columns  were 
icattered  around,  which  fiiewed  the  antient 
magnificence  of  the  building.  The  grea^teft 
part  of  the  fabric  was  evidently  of  later  date 
than  the  reigii  of  iCafiiiiir,  and  was  probably 
conflruded  by  fucceeding  foverqigns  upon  the 
ifoundationorthe  antient  palace;  perhaps  by 
Stephen  .Bathori,  as  I  could  trace  in  one  place 
an  infcription,  Stepbanus  Dei  gratia ;  and  alio 
by  Si^ifmond  IIL  as :I  plainly  difcovered- his 
cjf pher  with  the  wheat-meaf,  the  arms  of  Guf-* 
Iktyus  Vaia,  from  whom  .he  was  lineally  der* 
fcended. 

This  palace  was  the  principal  refidence  of 
Cafimir :  in  the  garden  is.  a  mound  of  earth,  or 
one  of  thoie  barrows  before  mentioned,  which 
is  called  the  tomb  of  Efther  the  fair  Jewefs, 
who  was  the  favourite  miffarefs  of  ibkt  mo- 
narch.  To  the  influence  of  Eflher  it  Js.ikid 
the  Jews  owe  the  numerous  privileges  enjoy* 
ed  by  them  in  Poland,  which  is  called  the  pa-* 

radife 
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radife  of  the  Jews.  Rut  when  I  coniider 
the  charader  of  (^afimir,  I  conceiVe  that  they 
were  indebted  for  their  favourable  reoeptioii 
in  Poland  more  to  his  policy  than-  to  his  afiS^c*- 
tion  for  his  miflrefs ;  for  in  thofe  times  the 
Jews  were  t^e  ri^choft  aij4  mpft  cp^m^cj:cia| 
individuals  in  Ruifop6 1  by  aUpjv^^ig  ^m 
therefore  to  fettle  io  ^^land,  and  by  g^lRfj^ng 
them  fome  extraordinary  immunities,  he  in- 
troduced trade  and  much  wealth  into  his  dor 
minions.  Thp  nun^heri  oS  J/ews  is  Ao^  p^igi-* 
ous  %y  and  they  have  in  4  siano^  9Agcqfl^4  ^U 
the  commerce  of  the  country ;  y<$  this  Jioviriih** 
ing  flate  of  affairs  miift  net  be  att^ibvi^  fokr 
iy  to  the  6di<5^s  of  Gaiimir  in  their  fy^tpttty  but 
to  the  induftry  o£  |hoie  cxt£aotdlA«ry  pcffphh 
to  the  indolence  of  the  gentry,  and  Q|^rei£r4 

condition  of  the  peaf^nts* 

'  .    .  '  .... 
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G    H    A    f».        it 

•    « 

Mode  offaluting  and  drefs  of  the  Poles.— z^^- 
count  of  the  fait  mines  of  W  ielitfka.— Tifi^/r 
efictent  and  profit.     "Journey  to  Warfaw. 

\  HE  Poles  feem  d  lively  people,  and  life 
ihueh  adion  in  their  ordinary  converfation. 
Their  common  mode  of  ialute  is  to  incline 
their  heads,  and  to  iltike  their  breafl  with 
«ie  t)f  their  hands,  while  they  ftretch  the 
other  tol?7ards  the  ground  \  biTt  when  a  com^ 
inon  perfbn  meets  a  fuperior,  he  bows  bis 
head  almoft  to  the  earth,  waving  at  the  fame 
time  his  hand,  with  which  he  touches  the 
bottom  of  the  leg  near  the  heel  of  the  perfon 
to  whom  he  pays  his  obeifance.  The  men  of 
all  ranks  generally  wear  whifkers,  and  fhave 
their  heads,  leaving  only  a  circle  of  hair  upon 
the  crown.  The  ibmmer  dfefs  of  the  pea- 
iants  coniiils  of  nothing  but  a  fhirt  and  draw-^ 
ers  of  coarfe  linen,  without  ffaoes  or  ftock- 
ihgs,  with  round  caps  or  hats.  The  women 
of  the  lower  clafs  wear  upon  their  heads 
a  wrapper  of  white  linen,  under  which  their 
hair  is  braided,  and  hangs  down  in  two  plaits. 
I  obferved  feveral  of  them  with  p,  long  piece 
of  white  linen  hanging  round  the  fide  of  their 
faces,  and  covering  their  bodies  below  their 
knees :  this  fingular  kind  of  veil  makes  them 
look  as  if  they  were  doing  penance* 

The 
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The  drefs  of  the  higher  orders^  both  men 
^nd  womeni  is  uncommonly  elegant*  That 
oi  the  gentlemen  is  a  Waiftcoat  with  lleeves^ 
dver  which  they  wear  an  upper  robe  of  a  dif* 
ferent  colour,  which  reaches  down  bdow  the 
knee,  and  is  faiitened  round  the  waift  with  a 
fafti  or  girdle  5  the  •  flefcves  of  this  tipper  gar- 
ment are  iil  yfzttn  weathef  tied  behind  the 
fhouldefs  ;  a  fabre  is  a  neceiTary  part  of  their 
drefs  as  a  mark  of  nobility.  In  fummer,  the 
robe,  &G.  is  of  (ilk ;  in  winter,  of  cloth,  velvet, 
or  ftuff,  edged  with  fur.  They  wear  fur- 
caps  or  bonnets,  and  buikins  of  yellow  lea- 
ther, the  heels  of  which  are  plaited  with  iron 
or  fteel.  The  drefs  of  the  ladies  isf  a  fimple 
poloiiaife,  or  long  robfe,  ed^ed  with  fun 

The  Poles,  in  their  featurcsi  look,  ctiiibms, 
drefs,  and  general  appearance,  refemble  Afia- 
tics  rather  than  Europeans ;  and  they  arc  'un- 
queftionably  defcended  from  Tartar  anceilof s« 
A  Germari  hiftorian  *,  well  verfed  in  the  an- 
tiquity of  nations,  remarks,  that  the  manner 
in  which  the  Poles  wear  their  hair  is,  per- 
haps, one  of  the  moil  antient  tokens  of  their 
origin.  So  early  as  the  fifth  century  ibmc 
nations,  who  were  comprdhended  under  the 
name  of  Scythians,  had  the  fame  cttftom. 
For  Prilcus  Rhaetor,  who  accompanied  Mail- 
mus  in  his  embaffy  from .  Theodofius  11.  to 
the  court  of  Attila,  defcribes  a  Scythian  lord, 
whole  head  was  {hated  in  a  cireukif  fof m  ^p 
a  mode  perfectly  analogous  to  the  prefent 
faihion  in  Polana« 

O  i  •    Before 

*  Maicdw.  ,  f  Gapite  ia  rotundam  rafo^ 


*    • 


^9(6     TRAVELS  INTO  PQLANa    fi.n. 

Befoire  wi^  quitted  fhia  pdit  ei  Poland^  we 
vifited  the  celebrate  fotH^-inines  of  WiolUika^ 
Vblch  are  ikuatcd  withie  eigbl  mi]Se$:of  Gfaw^ 
cow.  Tbclb  mines  are  excavated  in  a  ridge  of 
hiHs  at  the  Northern  extremity  of  the  chain 
which  joins  to  the  Carpathian  mountains.: 
they  tajce  their  appellation  from  the  fmaH 
village  of  Wiclkfka;  but  are  ibmetimes  caU-^ 
ed  in  fbreigt^  countries  thel  mines  of  Cracow, 
horn,  their  vicinity  to*  that  city. 
.  •  Upon  onr  arrival  at  Wielitika  we  repaired 
to  the  mouth  of  the  mine  ♦.  .  Having  fafbened 
thrcie  ieparate  hammocks  in  a  circle  Tdund  the 
great  rope  that  is  employed  in  drawing  up  tlie 
£dt,  we  feated  ourfelvos  in  a  commodious 
manner,  and  were  let  down  gently  wtthout 
the  leaft  apprebeniion  of  danger,  about  160 
yards  below  the  firft  byer  of  (ak-  Quitting 
oust  hammocks,  we  paffed  a  long  and  gradual 
defcent,  fomdtimes  through  broad  pai&ges  or 
galleries  capable  of  adtnitting  feveral  carriages; 
abreaH  ^  fometimes;  down  fteps  cut  in  the  folid 
lalt,  which  had  the  grandeur 'and  commodi^ 
Qufnefs  of  the  finir^oafe  in  a  palace.  We 
eadi  of  us  carried  ia  Ugbt,  and  feveral  guides 
preceded  us .  with  lamps  in  their  hands :  the 
reflection  of  th^  lights  upon  the  glittering 
iides  of  4:fae  mine  was  extiremely  beautiful,  but 
did  not  caft  that  luminous  fj^ndour,  wHich 
ibme  writers  have  compared  to  the  hiffare  of 
preciws  ftones,. 

The 

■  -  .    fc 

*  TJiore  are  two  other  opeonigs»  down  one  of  which  the 
niinret  defcend  by  ftairs^  down  the  other  by  ladders. 


C^ll,:  SAW  mm&  OF  WJBWTJK  A.  1^7 

;Th«?lMt<h^rfr0in<liis  •mioc  is  eaUod^Zaff^ 
Mr  t>t  Omto  $alt^  f(^  -whdt  t^aibb  I  cannot  Ae^ 
termroe ;  for  its  cokmr  h  im  iiKm  gre^i;  wheti 
]d(>uodisd  4t  Ims  a  tiirtiy^  nfh  cobur  Hke  what 
wc  ^all  Iffaiwii  ialt  The  ^<jpaHty  of  thfe  fal)( 
mffroves  fjfi  fjraportkni  to  the  ttepth  of  the 
mine :  towards  ^  tides  aowd  fkrrlade  H  is  imx*^ 
cd  wkh  teailslsjr^or  Amy :^aT^^  ;  lower  4o^vn 
4t  t^-fefd  to  WifierfeiSlly  qyusre^  And,TOq:}iire8  ^o 
btfaei*  procds  ^before  Jt  is  \x£oA  than  to  be 
{jimmdM.  The  ifioseflr  of  rthis  grey  .&1  f^  bsrw^ 
tver^ri^  ef  a  "Weak  quality  ivhon  compared 
With  oor  ^coibjJKMli  fba-feflt :  ;it  is  tberc^Exre  nsi^ 
dcrabtedify*  by  mo  xnoaois  perfedty^  :pure^  but  ib 
ffei^nited  iWlth  irotraaeous  mncturte^  it 

ferve?  very  well  for  cotntnon  purpofds.  Bekg 
akapft  «8  faatad  as  iftoiic>  irbe  miners  hew  it 
with  |>idk^Kes  a!nd  hatdadtSi  l)y  a  tedioiM 
Apdnitioii,  kit6  iknge  blockst  many  of  which 
ip^ei^  ffix  tMT  iei/«n  bnmfoed  fptiiiqd&.  T'hefe 
Ifilygfe  ifia^s  iiiY?  ri^aifed  'by  e  windlas,  ^bnt  the 
Ihiall^r!  jprepi^s  a«e  caonried  t»p  by  horfes  along 
a  wniding  ^  ^llery^  which  ^T^ch0B  to.  ttt}e  iniv 
fece  of  thfe  earth. 

Befide  ^ey  felt,  the  -minors  fcrnotimes  difi. 
C0yidr  }?@aEiaH  fonbes  bf  wh^ite  fait,  -as  ^tranfpa-^ 
nsit  as  ccyiAal,  jjwt  not  in  any  coqfiderable 
tpianihy:;  ilraj?^  find  likeWife  x)ccafionally 
pieoers  <!>Tx;pal:a«idf9ietrified  woodi^^^        in  the 

fThc  mine  appeam  to-be  inhau^ible,  as  wili 
lekffly-be  concervted  from  the  following  account 
of  Jitfe  iiimtenilops,  ftsknorwft  breadth  is  1 1 1 5 
feet.;  dte  length  ^6691  feet  j  a|id  depth  743 1 
^nd'the  fee^  judges  oft  the  %)t  ftippofe,  with 
'  the 
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the  gireateft  appearance  of  probability^  this 
folid  body  of  fait  to  branch  into  various  direcr 
tions^  the  extent  of  which  cannot  be  known  i 
of  that  part  which  has  been  perforated,  the 
depth  is  only  calculated  as  far  as  they  have 
hitherto  dug ;  and  who  can  afcertain  how 
much  ferther  it  may  defcend? 

Our  guide  did  not  omit  pointing  out  to  us, 
what  he  confidered  as  one  of  the  mod  remark- 
able curiofities  of  the  place,  feveral  fmall 
chapels  excavated  in  the  ialt,  in  whiph  mafs 
is  laid  on  certain  days  of  the  year ;  one  of 
thefe  chapels  is  above  30  feet  long  and  2$ 
broad ;  the  altar,  the  crucifix,  the  ornaments 
of  the  church,  the  fiatues  pf  feveral  faints,  are 
all  carved  out  of  the  fait. 

Many  of  the  excavations  or  chambers,  from 

whence  the  fait  has  beeii  dug,  are  of  an  im* 

menfe  fize  i  fbme  are  fupported  with  timber, 

others  by  vaft  pillars  of  £ilt,  which  are  left 

landing  for  that  purpofe :  feveral  pf  vaft  di? 

menfions  are  without  aiiy  fupport  in  the  mid* 

die.     I  remarked  one  of  this  latter  ibrt  in 

particular,  which  was   certainly  80  feet  10 

height,  and  fo  extremely  long  and  hto^d^  zs 

almoft  to  appear  amid  the  fubterraneoiis  glpom 

without  limits.     The  roofs  of  thefe  vaults  are 

not  arched,  but  flat.     The  iipmcnfe  fiz??  of 

thefe  chambers,  with  the  fpacioiis  pafiages  0^ 

galleries,  together  with  the   chapels    above* 

mentioned,  and"  a  few   (beds    built  for  the 

horfes  which  are  foddered  below,   probably 

gave  rife  to  the  exaggerated  accounts  of  fome 

travellers,  that    thefe    mines  contain  feveral 

villages  iijhabited  by  colonics  of  miners,  who 

never 
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never  fee  the  lig}it.  It  i^  /Gertain  that  there  is 
rooin  fufEcient  for  fuch  purpofes  j  but  the 
faA  169  that  the  miiiers  h^ve  no  dwelling) 
under  ground,  none  of  them  remaining  below 
more  than  eight  hours  at  a  time,  when  they 
are  relieved  by  others  from  above.  In  truth, 
thefe  mines  are  of  ^  mofi  Hupendous  extent 
and  depth,  and  are  fufiiGiently  wonderful 
without  the  leaft  exaggeration.  We  found 
them  as  dry  as  a  room,vwithout  the  lpa|l 
damp  or  moifture ;  obferving  only  in  our 
whole  progrefs  one  fmall  fpring  of  wat^r, 
which  is  impregnated .  with  fait,  as  it  runs 
through, the  mine. 

iSuch  an  enormous  -  mafs  of  fsilt  exhibit) 
a  wonderful  phaenomenon  in  the  natural 
hiftory  of  this  globe.  Monfieur  Gu^tard, 
who  vilited  thefe  mines  with  great  attenr 
tion,  and  who  has  publifhed  a  treatife  upon 
the  fubjed,  informs  us,  that  the  uppermofl 
bed  pf  earth  at  the  furface  immediately  over 
the  mines  }S  fand,  the  fecond  clay  occafion-* 
ally  mixed  with  land  and  gravel  and  con- 
taining petrefa^ipns  of  marine  bodies,  the 
third  calcarious  ftone.  From  all  thefe  cir-r 
cumilances  he  cpnjedures  that  this  fpot  was 
formerly  covered  by  the  fea,  and  that  the 
fait  is  a  gradual  depofit  formed  by  the  eva-? 
poration  of  its  waters  ♦. 

Thefe  mines  have  pow  bpen  worked  above 
600  years,  for  they  are  mentioned  in  thq 
Polifli  anpals  fo  early  as  1237,  ^^der  Bole-, 
flaus+  the  Cbaftp,  and  not  as  a  new  difco, 

very : 

*  Sec  memoirc  fur  les  M}ne$  dc  Sri  dc  Wielitlka^  \t>  fjifl^.  <i^ 
l*Acad.  des  Sciences  for  ij6x, 

t  Lcngnicby  jus  Pub.  vol.  I.  p.  ^49,. 


Vetf:  MW  miich  'isxAitr  tfae^  We^e  ^d^'^ 
tkiui^t .  saSW  tit  ^f<«irt^ned  1%^  piidfTti 
hd4  kttig  IStelft  ^^pt&tcfd  to  tke  kind's 
Jifiyy  pWrfe:  ISiefofe  t6e  pJiftitidn  they  'ftrhiffl^ 
.  ^i  <So^fide<%ttfe  ^ai«  df  hfs  pfefebt  MajaHy*^ 
iievai\i«^  wlib  6ten  Sifdm  them  kft  iSiiriil 
hl^ttiitc  pttiBt  ofabcmt  5,500^660  Pblffhlftof 
rids,  or  9^,22^/.  41.'  6^.  flerlmg.  Ttfey  now 
Be^dfe^i  tb' the  ciinpfcrpt)  ibcing  liti&aled  '^ith- 
fii'die  pfroVilJce  tvhicKlie  flifiheYhbcred  f5f6m 
Pdlaiiid;  bjD'tM.thetini©\«e  v'^ted tfieni'they 
Wieirc'faf  from  yietdtftg  "k  teTWhli'e  eq^l  to 
tliat  whicli  they  h^d'  affprdbd  Xo  :the  kin^  iSf 
Poland;  for  the.  Aufirian  commiffionbrs  ira- 
bi-udently  rkifed  thie  pride  of  'fel^,  ffbih  an 
iitii  that  Pofend  "<Jou1d  tiik  cxift  "Without 
ciravv^ing'that  cdihmoditj  a^  tifualfrbln  Wie- 
litfta,  Vad:  would  ^tJitfeford  V  pl^igei  t6 
fgcdve  it  kl  difiy  ^ricc  .  TKis  mode  W  jjfb- 


^ea  this  aiiltorf unity  of  di^teiidi^gTfis  cdifi- 
xiictccv^ie  ipiim^diktbty  iktipdrtcd  larrge  ^uati- 
titje&pf'lklt,  v/iiich  he^pi^dcured  chieffy'  f¥6rtt 
Sp'ain,  'to  Darif iic,  M€fti'tnel>  ^Lud  k^pmgf- 
buf g, .from  ivhehce  ft  wks  cohVcyeH  tip  the 
Viftula  -int^the  iiterlpr  provijiceis^ :  Hy  HTiefe 
iricfans  ht  'furnifliefd  great  'p*ft  of  Polantl 
with  felt,  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  \Ke  inha- 
bitanits  tould  pfocufc  it  froin  the  houfe  of 
Atiftrife;  and  in  1778  tKe  mxhes  df  Wielit^ 
fkk  only  fupplicd  the  diftfids  which 'i'miiie* 
dia tely  border  upoii  Tliiftrian  Poliahd.     . 

J  ftcver  faw  a  road  fo  barren  of  intereft- 
Jrg  fcefios  as  that  frc^m  Cracow  to  WarfaV; 

there 
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there  fa  Hdt  a  fanf^e  x)b^  thnSnglwut  the 
^tibte  vt^^,  whibii  isab  fbr  «  mon^ent  draivr 
the  ItteMiOft  <yf  the    m6ft  iniaViifitive  tnii' 


The  Tdflukhy,  fet  the  moft  part  «f  the 
i*^yi,  WK6  tevd,  with  Kttle  variatigh  of  iiDff=. 
fice:  it  ■'W««  iphit^  '<h^rij)rcad  with  vaft 
ti^<i^  i0f  thick  ^<i(m/f  iisreft }  bnd  ^ven  ^Hibfe 
*thfc  tSbtihtty  Wafs  tnbx*  dpen,  the  dtfbmt  hori^ 
ion  vvtl*  always  'flrirted  with  wood.  The 
freds  weit  ittomy  ^?nes  md  firs,  Tntermiked 
Widi'teec^,  bkdhy  awd  fmaH  oaks.  The  oc- 
CSfiofii^i  bftiakis  ia  th^foreft  prefented  fome  pkC- 
ttffe  grdund,  wkh  here  and  there  a  few  -nieagr^s 
cte^  6f  (Sbf ft.     • 

WltHcWt  'hav^'hg  kdtially  trayferfed  it,  i 
cbald  lirfWlly  'havte  'cpnceived  ib  comfortidfe  k 
region :  fe  mclQftk  "MdeCs  ai<d  fdlitirdfe  pic^ 
V«ildd  alflidft  tllitJugh  the . whble  extent,,  with 
few  fymptoms  Qf  aa  inhabited,  and  IHU  le& 
0f  1i  <?ivif}2«i'  ccftHmy.    Though  hi  the  high 

f dad,  'Which  Mtes  VdiCtm  %nd  Warfaw,  m 

thte«Jurfe'<Jfit)6tit  ^58  ^HgKA 'inrics,  weinet 
ih  dttr  ^i^tssfe  only  "two  dar^ia^s  ara4  ^botrt 
k  'ddzfeh  d«rt^.  Thfe  eoWntiy  was  ieqnally  thm 
pf  hnman  habitations;  a  few  ftraggling  Til- 
jb^eS,  all  built  ^fwebdjiheeeeded  one  anbtlier 
at  lo|ig  itfteVVaIs,'Whofe  ttiiferable  appparancfe 
(cdi¥(tf|3dnded  to  the  Wretchednefe  of  the  coun- 
try Wbrfiiii  Cham.  In  thefe  affemblages  of 
hufs,  the  only  pfee^  'of  fe<ieptioh  for 'travel- 
lers W6fe  hO^efe,  belopgiilg  to  Jefws,  totally 
jleftitute  df  iFuftiifure  and  e^ry  fpecies  of  ac- 
cOmmo^tibh,  We  cd'uldfeldom  procure  any 
<Jth^r   room  but  that  in   which   the  family 

lived  J 
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lived ;  in  the  article  of  provifion  eggs  and 
milk  were  our  greatefl  luxuries,  and  could  not 
always  be  obtained;  our  only  hcd  was  firaw 
thrown  upon  the  ground,  and  we  thpught 
curfelves  happy  when  we  could  procure  it 
clean.  Even  we,  who  were  by  no  means  de-r 
licate,  and  who  had  long  been  accuftomed  to 
put  up  with  all  incpnvenienciesy  found  our* 
ielves  diilrefled.  ia  this  land  of  defblation. 
Though  in  moft  countries  we  made  a  point  of 
fufpending  our  journey  during  Qight,  in  ordec 
that  no  fcene  might  efcape  our  ;obfervation ; 
yet  we  here  even  preferred  continuing  out 
route  without  intermiifion  to  the  penance  we 
endured  in  thefe  receptacles  of  filth  and  pe-^ 
nury  :  and  we  have  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
darknefs  of  the  night  deprived  us  of  no-; 
thing  but  the  fight  of  gloomy  forefis,  indif-r 
ferent  crops  of  corn,  and  objeds  of  human 
mifery. 

The  natives  were  poorer,  humbler,  and 
more  miferable  than  any  peqple  we  had  yet 
obferved  in  the  courfe  of  ou(  travels :  wher^ 
ever  we  flopped,  they  flocked  around  us  in 
crouds ;  apd,  aiking  for  charity,  ufed  the  moil 
abjed  geftuces. 

The  road  bore  as  few  marks  of  human  in- 
dufiry  a9  the  country  which  it  interfe£ts.  It 
was  beft  where  it  was  faqdy ;  in  other  parts 
it  was  fcarcely  pafifable ;  and  in  the  marihy 
grounds,  where  fome  labour  was  abfolutely 
neceflfary  to  make  it  fuppo^pt  the  carriages, 
it  was  raifed  with  fticks  and  boughs  of 
trees   thrown  prQmifciiQufly  upon  the  fur? 


■■■ 
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face^  or  formed  by  trunks  of  trees  laid  crofi^ 
ways. 

After  a  tedious  journey  we  at  length  ap^ 
proached  Warfaw ;  bat  the  roads  being  nei«> 
ther  more  paflable^  nor  the  country  better 
cultivated,  and  the  fuburbs  chiefly  confift^ 
ing  of  the  fame  wooden  hovels  which  com- 
pofe  the  villages,  we  had  no  fufpicion  of  be- 
mg  near  the  capital  qf  Poland  until  we  arrived 
jL^  its  gates*  ^ 


CHAP. 


S64    TRAVELS  INTO  POLAND,     B,n. 


C   H    A    P.      Ill, 


r^JduYhal  df  dccur'rences. — 'pTefihtatiAn  tb 
"the  king  ^fF6\^iid.—'Pahtce.—^or'trairs  gf 
iife  itkgs  (ff'^^iOiA.^LireraryJbd'ety. ^En- 
tertainment at  the  ii'ng*s  villa.^^'^r^pet  in 
prince  Poniatoulki'j  garden.^— Dejcription  of 
a  fete  cbampStre  given  at  Povonlki  by  the 
princefs  Zartorifka^  &c.  &€• 

A  HE  fituation  of  Warfaw  is  not  iinplea- 
fant:  it  is  built  partly  in  a  plain,  and  partly 
upon  a  gentle  afcent  rifing  from  the  banks  of 
the  Viftula,  which  is  about  as  broad  as  the 
Thames  at  Weftminfter-Bridge,  but  very 
itiallow  in  fummer.  The  city  and  its  fuburbs 
pccupy  a  vail  extent  of  ground  \  and  are  fup- 
pofed  to  contain  between  fixty  and  feventy 
thoufatjd  inhabitants,  among  whom  are  a  pro- 
digious number  of  foreigners.  The  whole 
town  lias  a  melancholy  appearance,  exhibiting 
that  ftrong  contrail  qf  wealth  and  poverty,  r 
luxury  and  diftreft,  which  pervades  every 
part  of  this  pnhappy  country.  The  flreets  . 
^re  fpacious,  but  ill-paved  j  the  churches  and 
public  buildings  are  large  and  magnificent; 
the  palaces  of  the  nobility  are  numerous  and 
j(|)iaidi^J ;  >but  the  grcateft  psrt  of  the  houfes, 

particularly 
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particulatly  in  the  fubiisbs,  am  n&ean  ai&d  iUH 
confinidicd  woodsti  hoveb^ 

Auguft  %.  The  Bnglifli  miailkc  bdog  ab** 
ifent  in  the  country^  we  cariied  ouD  letter^  of 
MGompiendatioia  to  Coiint  R^cwiuiki  grealu 
marfbaJk  of  the  crawn,  who  ledeiirod  yi&  wkk 
miuch  cml^y>  and  appointed  Snuktay  moraind 
to  pr e&at  ii;s  ta  the  kmg  at^  his^  tevtus*  At  dad 
hour  appointed  we  r^^ired  to  couvt^  and  Wetq 
admitted  into  the  audience^chambec^  wh^M 
the  principal  oiQicerB  of  the  ciaovn  were  waitf^ 
ing  for  hi^  maje%'^  appeaiance.  In  thin 
chamber  i  obferved  foAr  bufis^  f>hioed  byotw 
der  of  his  preient  majeily  ^  namely,  thofe  oi 
Bhsiabeth  q^en  of  England  ;  Hisprj  IV.  ^ 
France  ^  John  Sobielki  \  and  the  prefer  em^ 
prefs  of  Ruffia. 

At  length  the  ki|ig  made  his  anpearance; 
and  we  \iiere  fV'efenlied.  His.  raajefly  .taike^ 
to  fsadii  qf  us  a  confiderable  time  in  the  moft 
obliging  manner  \  he  faid  many  handibme 
things  of  the  BngliOi*  nation^  mentioned  his 
refidence  in  London  with  great  appearance  of 
&tisfa^ion,  and  concluded  by  inviting  us  to 
fuf^r  in  the  evening,  of  whidi  honour  we 
had  befbce  bad  pi^evious  iaaliiiii^tion  from  the 
great  marfhal.  The  king  of  Poland  js  ha jid* 
fbnaein  his  perfbn,  with  an  evpreiilve  coun- 
tenance, a  dark  complexion,  Roman  nofe,  and 
penetrating  eye ;  he  is  nncommonly  pleafing 
m  his  ^ddrefs  and  manner,  and  po^T^iies  great 
Afsreetneis  of  condeicenfion,  tempered  with 
dignity.  He  had  on  a  full  dreifed  fuit ;  which 
circifimftance  I  inention  becauie  he  is  the  firft* 
king  of  this  country  wh^  has  not  worn  the 

national 
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joational  halMt,  or  who  has  not  fhaved  his  head 
zftet  the  Polifli  cnftom.  His  example  has  of 
eoorfe  had  many  imitators  :  and  I  was  much 
fnrpriosed  to  lee  fo  few  of  the  chief  nobility  in 
the  national  garb.  The  natives  in  general 
are  €o  attached  to  this  drefs^  that  in  the  diet 
of  convocation  which  aifembled  previous  to 
the  eledlion  of  his  prefent  majefty,  it  was  pro^ 
pofed  to  infert  in  the  Pa^a  Conventa  an  arti-« 
de,  whereby  the  king  Ihould  be  obliged  to 
wear  the  Poii(h  garment :  but  this  motion  was 
over-ruled ;  and  he  was  left  at  liberty  to  con-- 
fult  his  own  tafle«  At  his  coronation  he 
laid  afide  the  antient  regal  habit  of  ceremo- 
ny^  and  appeared  in  robes  of  a  more  modern 
falhiouy  with  his  hair  flowing  upon  his 
(houlders. 

The  levee  being  ended^  we  went  over  the 
palace,  which  was  built  by  Sigifmond  IIL  and 
which  fince  his  time  has  been  the  principal 
rdidence  of  the  Polifh  monarchs.  Warfaw 
18  far  more  commodious  for  the  capital  than 
Cracow,  becaufe  it  is  iituated  nearer  to  the 
center  of  the  kingdom^  and  becaufe  the  diet 
is  afifembled  in  this  city*  The  palace  ilands 
upon  a  rifing  ground  at  a.  fmall  diilance  from 
the  Viilula,  and  commands  a  fine  view  of 
that  n  ver  and  of  the  adjacent  country.  Next 
to  the  audience-chamber  is  an  apartment 
fitted  up  with  marble,  which  his  majefty  has 
dedicated,  by  the  following  infcription,  to  the 
memory  of  his  predeceflbrs  the  kings  of  Po- 
land :  Regum  Memorice  dicavit  Stanijlaus  Au* 
guftus  iocce  monumentum^  ^77^-  The  por- 
traits of  the  fovereigns  are  ranged  in  chrono- 
logical 
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logical  order :  the  feries  begins  from  Boleflaus^ 
and  is  carried  down  to  his  preient  majefly^ 
whofe  picture  is  not  yet  finiihed.  Thefc 
heads  are  all  painted  by  Bacciarelli^  and  well 
executed :  the  portraits  of  the  earlier  kings 
are  fketched  from  the  painter's  imagination ; 
but  ifiat  of  Ladiilaus  IL  and  mod  of  his  fuc« 
ceflbr^  are  copied  from  real  originals.  They 
altogether  produce  a  pleaiing  effed^v  and  may- 
be confidered  as  an  agreeable  fpecies  of  genea- 
logical table. 

"  In  this  apartment  the  king  gives  a  dinner 
every  Thurfday  to  the  men  of  letters,  who 
are  moft  confpicuous  for  their  learning  and 
abilities:  his  m^jefty  himfelf  preiides  at  table^ 
and  takes  the  lead  in  the. graces  of  converfa* 
tion  as  much  as  in  rank ;  and,  though  a  ibve* 
feign^  does. not  think  it  beneath  him  to*  be  a 
mc^  entertaining  companion.  The  perfons 
who.  are  admitted  to  this  fociety  read  occafio* 
nally  treatifes  upon  different  topics  of  hiftory, 
natural  philofophy,  and  other  inifeeHaneous 
fubjeds :  and  as  a  code  of  laws  was  at  that 
time  compiling  in  order  to  be  prefented  to  the 
next  diet,  parts  of  that  code,  or  obfervations 
relating  to  legiflation  in  general,  and  the  con- 
ilitution  of  Poland  in  particular,  were  intro«- 
duced  and  perufed.  The  kinjg  Hudioufiy  en- 
courages all  attempts  to  refine  and  poH(h  his 
nsitive  tongue,  which  has  been  much  negled- 
.ed  during  the  reigns  of  his  two  predecwbrs, 
who  were  totally  ignorant  of  the  Polifli  lan- 
guage. He  is  fond  of  poetry  §  accordingly 
that  fpecies  of  compofition  is  much  cultivated 
at  theie  miectings«    The  next  apartment  was 

hung 
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Inuig  with  the  portruts  of  Ifae  priadpal  mem« 
beisbf  the  Society. 

In  obedieiice  to  die  king's  oolide^ceiidiiig 
invitation,  we  iktoff  about  dg^  in  ibc  even^ 
hxgj  and  drore  to  one  of  the  ^yzik  villas,  fitn^ 
ated  in  the  midft  of  a  delightful  wckMl  about 
thiee  miles  from  War&w«  The  vMsl  ii 
fmall,  coniifting  of  a  iakx>n,  aud  £cmt  othef 
apartments  upon  the  fiiil  flooi;,  tc^ether  with 
a  bati^^  from  ^hich  it  takes  its  name  of  la 
Maifon  de  Bain:  above  flairs  ate  the  &me 
number  of  rooms ;  each  of  diem  fitted  up  in 
the  moll  eleeant  manner.  The  king  received 
U4  in  the  raloon  with  wonderftil  afiability: 
his  brotllter  and  two  of  his  nephews  ware  pnb> 
(ent,  and  a  few  of  the  nobili:^  of  both  fc^s, 
who  generalljr  compoie  his  private  parties* 
There'  were  two  tables  for  whifl^  and^t^ofe 
who  w:ere  not  engage^  at  cards  walked  ahoufi, 
or  ftood  at  different  fides  of  the  room,  while 
the  king,  whgfeldom  pb3?s,  convdrfed  occa.^- 
fionaUy  with  every  one.  Af  aboii^  half  an 
hour  after  nine,  fupper  being  ahnounced,  we 
followed  the  ^ing  into  an  a^jdjoin^ng  apart^* 
ment,  where  was  a  fmalf  foiind'  t^^ble  lirith 
eight  oovers :  the  fupper  cohiifted  of  one 
courfe  and  a  defTert.  His  majeily  fat  down, 
but  eat  nothing ;  he  talked  a  gt^  deal  with«* 
out  wholly  engroifing  the  converfation.  After 
fupper  we  repaired  to  the  &k)Qn,  part  of  the 
company  returned  to  their  cards,  :s^hile  we, 
out  of  refped  to  the  king,  contin^d  ilandibg, 
until  his  ma|e%  w^s  piea^  to  propoie  fitting 
down,  adding  ^^  we  fliall  be  mote  at  our  eafe 
>^  chatting  ipund  a  table/'    We  accordingly 

feated 
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ieated  oti];fe)i¥o$>  ;^k3d.  t^cr  ^conydrfatieB  rhikfd 
without  interruption)  and  /witki  pc^fi^  eaSt^ 
tilLmidni^t>  whm  tbp  .kif)g  rehired*  i  :>  QdFore 
he  withdrew^  he  ff^y^  ft.getieral  order  to^a 
xioblocmn,  q£  the  p^rty^fthait-we  ihopjd  be 
conduded  to.  f«  evejyj.pbjed  in:  Wariaw 
worthy  of.  a  firange^'s  uprip^ty.  :>Xhi8  extra* 
ordinary  disgree  icxf  attentipa  'pen6|r:ated  >  qs 
with  gtatjtwlej ,  and  prQ^V4d  ^  prekide  to  iiijl 
greaterhonoijirs.  ♦.     ;  :^  » 

Auguft  s<  Wfi  had;!^  hooour .«>f,, dining 
with  bis  maj^fty  at  thi&^me  villa,,  and  expe- 
rienced the  fafflC  eafeaad.  ^fFability  of  recep* 
tion  as  b^foi^. .  His^n^jeily  .had  hitherto  talk^ 
ed  French^  but  he  how  du).  me  the  honour  to 
converfe  with  meiin  B2)ghfh>  which  he  fpeaks 
remarkably  iWelU  >He^.exprefreda  great  predi^ 
ledioA far  our  Qati<m  w  hp  Turprized  me.  by  his 
eztraordii);ary  knawiedgevOf  our  oonilitution, 
laws,  apd-hiftory,  which  wa^  fo  circaimftaii* 
tial  and  e:(a£tj  that  he  oquld  not  have  acquis^ 
ed  it  witthout  infinite  application:  all  his  re- 
marks were  .pertinent^  juf^i^^aiidr  ratioiva^  ^  .  He 
is  famUiArly  acquainted^  with,  our  beft  auUaqcs, 
and  Ijii s  e^thufiafii?.  admii^tip^^  of  Shakeipeare 
gaveine;vtl]ie':moft  convincing- proofs?  of  hia  in- 
timate acq^iaintance  {with  our  lan^y|igO|  and 
his .  iai^Ci  itqp  the  ^  beao ties  of  ^enuji^ ,  poetry. 
He  jinq\ii][ed  much  aixp^t.thexl^te of.^ts  and 
fcie|icQS(  ;i|i  England^  and  fppk^  with  raptures 
upon  the  proteSioncaffid  encouT^genlent  which 
our  fovereign.give;s  t^ the.  liberal  ^tui^  :apd  to 
every  fpecies  .of  literature. ,  .  After,  w^  had 
taken  our  leaver  we  drove  round  the  wood  to 
feveral  other  villas^  in  which  the  king  occafi- 
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pnally  rcfides.  They  are  all  conftradled  in 
^different  Ayles  with  great  tafte  and  el^ance. 
His  maje%  is  very  lond  of  architedtire,  and 
draws  himlelf  all  the  plans  for  the  buildings, 
and  even  the  deiigns  for  the  interior  decorati* 
ons  of  theibveral  apartments. 

In  the  evening  we  had  the  pleafure  of  meet<^ 
ing  his  majefty  at  his  brother's,  prince  Ponia^ 
towfki,  who  gave  us  a  moft  elegant  entertain^ 
ment  at  a  garden  which  is  fituated  near  his 
villa,  and  is  richly  ornamented  with  build- 
ings. The  tafte  of  the  Polilfh  nobility  i^  not 
to  be  contronled  by  want  of  any  materials  ^ 
for  if  they  cannot  procure  them  from  nature, 
they  make  a  reprefentation  of  them  by  art 
In  the  prefent  inflance,  as  there  are  no  quar-* 
ries  of  Aone  near  Warfaw^  the  prince  has  fub-* 
ftituted  a  compoiition  fo  nearly  refembling 
jftone,  that  the  moft  minute  obferver  can 
fearce  difcovcr  the  difference.  We  arrived 
at  the  garden  about  nine^  it  was  a  beautiful 
evening  of  one  of  the  mofl  fultry  days  we  had 
experienced  this  fummer.  After  walking 
about  the  grounds,  we  came  to  a  grotto  of  ar« 
tificial  rock,  where  a  fpring  of  water  dspped 
through  the  iides,  and  fell  into  a  bafon  with 
a  pleaiing  murmur.  We  were  fcarcely  ai^ 
fembled  in  this  delightful  fpot,  when  the  king 
made  his  appearance:  we  rofe  up  to  meet 
him ;  the  ufual  compliments  being  pafTed,  we 
attended  his  majefty  about  the  grounds,  and 
then  returned  to  the  grotto,  round  which  we 
ranged  ourfelves  upon  a  bank  covered  with 
mols.  The  moon  was  now  riicn,  and  added 
greatiy  to  the^  beauty  of  the  fcaie#   I  happen^ 
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ed  to  be  f^ted  next  to  the  king  (for  411  form 
And  ceremony  was  baiiifhed),  who  talked  with 
tne  an  di^ai,  in  Bngliih^  on  the  arts  a  Ad  fci'^ 
iK^tices,  literature,  and  hiftory.  In  the  courfe 
S>f  this  cdntterfatiod  1  ventured  W  alk  whether 
there  was  atty  good  poetry  in  the  Pblifh  kn*' 
guage.  His  m^jefiy  tbld  me,  *^  We  ha\re  fotai 
lightest  bieces  of  jpoctry,  by  ho  means  conv- 
lemptibte^  ^Oid  atl  indigent  epic  poem ;  but 
iihe  wo?k  oiF  thief  poetical  excellence  in  our 
toiigiie  is  a  ftrle  tranflaiion  of  the  Geru/a/emme 
lAbttata  of  iTaffe,  fkr  uipcridr  to  ahy  trahfla^ 
l:ibn!s  of  that  ddmimbl^^  pobniin  other  lahgua*- 
^es;  fome  italiians  of  .tafle  aild  judguient 
haf^re  'i^:^me(i  it  ridt  nitoch  irifetior  to  the  bri- 
finai  pei^fdfmadce."  I  then  tbpk  the  liberty 
bf  inqUiWtig^rt>6ut  the  hiHorical  prbdiidibtts 
bf  JPblaiid;  V^fhettth*  kiiig  informed  me,  that 
•ilfey  had  hb  good  hiftc^  of  their  country  lit 
JPoliffl,  wh)dh  he  tookea  upon  as  a  national 
ireflitaioA,  though  he  ilattefed  himfelf  it 
wonld  fooA  be  tenioVed,  as  a  perfon  of  genius 
and  erudition j  admirably  balculated  for  the 
tiridertaking,  was  rloW  employed  in  thJit 
work.  ^  Upoxi  exj^teffiiig  my  fui*ptize  al  a  cii>. 
icumfkilce  almoU  peculiar  tb  JPolahdi  that 
they  had  ho  Hiftory  ill  thfcit  ttative  tongue,  hi^ 
riiajefty  cbiide^ceilded  to  acquaint  hie,  thai 
they  had  federal  cxcelletit  hiflbiiaiis,  all  of 
whom  however  had  written  in  Latin ;  ".  the 
*^  knowledge  of  this  laneiiage/'  hi^  ihajeftj^ 
Remarked,  "  is  very  general  among  the  Poles  ♦; 

jp  i  '''  the 
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.  ♦  I.had  feveral  opportunities  of  remarking  the  prcvalenc/  of 
Ac  Latin  tongue  jii  Poland  i  i^rhcn  I  viflied  the  Jprifons,  1  con-^ 
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^  the  eattieBt  laws  are  all  drawn  up  in  Latin 
^  until  the  reign  of  SigifiDondAngnflus,  when 
^  they  began  to  be  compoied  in  the  vernaco^ 
^  lar  language ;  the  older  Pit^a  Cattventa  are 
^  all  in  Latin ;  thofe  of  Ladiilaus  IV.  being 
^'  the  firft  that  appeared  in  Poljih/'  This 
€X>nverfation,  in  which  I  was  at  a  lofs  whether 
to  admire  mc^  the  knowledge  or  oondeicen^ 
:fion  of  the  king,  was  interrupted  by  the 
prince^  who  propofed  a  turn  in  the  garden 
before  fupper :  his  highnefs  led  the  way,  and 
tiie  company  followed ;  we  pafled  through  a 
fubterraneotts  paflage,  long  and  winding,  with 
here  and  there  a  fingle  lamp,  which  flied  a 
glimmering  light;  we  came  at  length  to  a 
wooden  door,  which  feemed  the  entrance  into 
feme  hovel ;  it  opened^  and  we  found  our- 
ielves,  to  our  great  aftonifhment,  in  a  fuperb 
ialoon^  illuminated  with. innumerable  lamps. 
It  wds  a  rotunda,  with  an  elegtirit  dome  of  the 
mofi  beautiful  fymmetry ;  in  the  circumfe^ 
rence  were  four  open  recefles  :between  pillars 
of  artificial  marble* :  in  the  reoefles  w«re  fo- 
phas,  with  paintings  m  /re/c9,  reprefenting  the 
triumphs  of  Bacchus,  Silenus,  Love,  and  the 
vidory  of  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  over  the 
Tu^ks.  As  we  were  all  admiring  the  beauty 
and  elegance  of  the  Rotunda.,  our  ears  were 
on  a  fudden  regaled  with  a  concert  of  exquifite 
mufic  from  an  invifible  b^nd.  While  we 
were  liflening  to  this  .agireeable  perftormapce, 

,  and 

verfed  in  that  languagf  with  a  common  foldier,  who  ftocd  guard 
at  the  entrance  j   he  fpoke  it  with  great  fluency. 

.     f  yTbefe  pillars  are  of  the  fame  comppfition  and  colour  witli 

.thgf(;  of  the  Pantheon  in  Oxford  Street. 


and  conje^rkg  fipom  whut  qiianrterit  came; 
a  iqagtiificent  falblevHs  ftitddetily  fpread  in 
themidft  of  the  fildon^witli  ftich  expedition,' 
a^  t©'  ft^fetnbie  '^thev^^ffea^^^nifldsantffitent; 
We  imftjscdiately  fat  down  to  i'iQpjper  with  the 
king,  the  prince,  and  a  <^ho£ea^:oD«ipany :  our 
fpiritd  were  elevated  by  the  beauty  of  the  fa- 
loon,  by  the  hofpitaihy  of  the  porrnce,  and  by 
the  aflafeiiity  of  the  king ;  who,  fo  far  from 
being  a  confiraint  to  the  Ibciety,  greatly  en-^ 
Hv*ned  it  by  his  vivacity,  and  feemed>  the  foiil 
of  the  party.  I  never  paifed  a  nsorc  agreea- 
ble evening ;  the  converfation  Was  Afiiniated 
and  rational,  while  the  fecial  eafe  and  freedom, 
which  difFnfed  itilfelf:  through  evety.part  of 
the  company,  realized- this  bQarotifulcornvivial 
pi<anre:   .  .  '  ^-'^      • 

La  iJberti  c&n'Otve  atmabk  .  ,       .     . 
Met  les  deux  coudesfyr  la  table  +r 

Even  without  the  Iflil^p  <}f  a  crpwu,;wiiieh  is 
apt  to  dazzle  our  judgments,  the  king  of  Po^> 
land  GOHJd  not  fail  of  being  efieeiped^oue  of 
the  mc^  agreeable  and  polite  geatlem^ p .  in 
Europe :  he  has  a  furprizing  fund  of  interefi- 
ing  converfation ;  and  I  never  yet  had  the 
honour  of  accefsto  his  company  withpiit  be- 
ing both  informed  and  delighted.  His  ma-: 
jefty  did  not  retire  until  one  o'clock,  when  the 
company  feparated,  and  we  returned  to  War- 
faw,  highly  [leafed  with  our  evening's  enter^ 
tainment. 

I  have  had  frequent  occafion  to  mention 
the  elegance  and  luxury  of  the  Polifh  nobility 

in. 

t  Voltaire?- 
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ifBk  their  houi^  asid  viila9 ;  id  tbieif  ^p0i9»ti<iQ% 
9ild  fviruityre  they  ieenii  tp  hayc  happily 
l^eAd^  the;  Bdgliib  ^  :Fca$itfa  9i4i)e9 ;  ift 
theiir  catfftftinipeqfcts  they  lire  exqaifit^ly  re^ 

fined ;  aad  at  tkey  fpaiTe  ao.'^peoee^  imd^aW 
a  natiaral  gocxC  tafte,  thqr  genei^ly  fuccced  jiii 
creating  pJcafure  and  ftttpld^.  We  ei:ery  diy 
expcrienoed  the  agreeable  efie3src^  .^eil?  hof-, 
pitality  and  polit^ieffti  fouil.by  npac  were  we> 
fo  ele^ntly  regaled  as  hy  tl%  prtftc^j^  ^c^. 
rilka  inajite  ci^mpHre^-^  which  ifllaiiatn 
teoipt  a  defeiaptibQ. 

:  Ppvoaflci,  the  villa  of  |»Bnce  AdQiB  ZatUh. 
tiiki,  is  ,about  three  miles  fiidm  Warfaw'  in 
the  mi(U%  of  a  fbreft:,  the  fitvatibn  H  ^todft 
level,  with  here  aoid  therl^  a  ge^tl^  il^pc^^ 
which  produces  an  agreeable  variety.  :A,ri^r 
runs  through  the  ^ounds^  which  tp^  l^id  out 
in  the  Exi^Uih  tatte^  with  a  b^utilu^  f^ter^. 
mixture  of  law^n  and  wood;  walks  are  cut 
through  th^  wopd^  and  cain^^bng  t^^^fide- 

of  the  ^Jriter.  

The  Ixyufe,  whii;h  ftands  upoa  a  ^M^  ti^y 
has  the  ftppearince  of  a  cottage,  C6dl*u(£te<i 
like  thofe  of  the  peaiants..  With  trunks  ci 
trees  piled  upon  each  other^  and  thaJlehdd  witk 
ftraw :  befidf?  the  principal  butldtftgj,  inhabifedi 
by  the  prinee  and  princefe,  there  a^  Separate 
Cottages  for  the  children  and  attendants,  each 
of  which  has  its  iricldfures  and  fifiall  gitden ; 
this  group  of  ftrudures  bears  the  refemblance 
of  a  village,  compofed  of  huts  fcatfc^ed  at 
a  fmall  dillance  from  each  other.  Other 
buildings,  fnch  as  fummer  houfes,  pkvilions, 
ruftic  iheds,  and  ruins,  are  difperfed  through- 
out 
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out  the  growids  ;  the  ftables  are  conftraddi 
HI  t^e  form  of  an  half  damoliihed  amphithe-^ 
atrc.  Several  romantic  bridge^^  i?udeiy  coin-^ 
poi^.of  the  ti'uaksf  and  bent  branches  of 
trees,  contribute  to  heighten  the  rnfticity  of 
tiiefcenery. 

.  Upon  our  arrival  we  repaired  to  the  princi?* 
pal  cottage,  where  the  prin(?ejfs  was. Heady  to 
ireceive  us :  wc  expecSted  the  infide  to  be  fur- 
Bifhed  in  the  iimple  ftyle  of  a  p^afant^s  hovel> 
bnt  were  forpri^d  tQ  find  eVery  fpecies  of  ele-* 
gant  magnificence  which  riches  an^d  tafic  could 
^Ue^fl.  AH  the  apartments  afe  dei^rated  ia 
the  mo^  eoflly  manner  ;  but  the^lendour  of 
the  bath-room  was  peculiarly- ftriking :  the 
fides  are  covered  from  top  10  bottom,  witB^ 
fmall  fquare  pieces^  <^  the  fineft  I^refdea 
china,  each  ornamented  with  an  elegant  fprig; 
and  the  border  and  cieling  are  pointed  with 
beautiful  feftoons.  The  expence  of  fitting  up 
this  apartment  muft  have  been  prbdigiocis  ^  as 
I  was  informed  that  there  were  at  leaiffc;  three 
thoufand  Iquare  pieces  erf"  china  employed,^ 
each  of  which  coft  at  DrefHen  three  ducats  *• 
After  we  had  furvcyed  all  the  apartments,  wc 
proceeded  to  an  enclofure  near  the  houlb,  fur--« 
rounded  with  lal^e  blocks  of  granite  heaped 
one  upon  another,  and  fallen  trees  placed  m 
the  moft  natural  and  pidurefquje  ftiapes ;  here 
we  <frank  tea  upon  the  lawn.  From  thence 
we  repaired  te  th*  feveral  cottages  inhabited 
by  the  children  5  each  of  which  is  fitted  up  in 
different  ftyles,  but  with  equal  elegance. 
Every  thing  without  doors  gives  one  the  idea 

of 

•About  il.  7s.  6d. 
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of  an  ha|)py  peafant's  family ;  within  all  is 
cofilinefs  afnd  taile :  I  never  faw  fuch  a  contrail 
of  fimplicity  and  magnificence. 

We  next  walked  round  the  grounds,  which 
are  prettily  laid  out  in  our  tafte  of  gardening; 
the  company  then  all  adjourned  ta  a  Turkkh 
tent  of  rich  and  curious  workmanfliip,  pitch- 
ed in  a  beautiftil  retired  field  near  the  ftableis; 
which  teprefent  a  ruined  amphitheatre.    This 
tent  belonged  to  the  graftd-vizier,  and  was 
taken  during  thc^  late  war  between  the  Ruffi- 
ans and  the  Turks:  under  it  was  a  fettee,and 
a  carpet  fpread  upon  the  ground.     Here  wo 
fiaid    converiing  until   it  was  quite  duQc; 
when  the  princefs  propofed  returning ;  Ihe  led 
us  through  the  honfe  to  a  fmall  fpot  of  rifing 
ground,  where  we  were  fljddenly  ftruck  with 
a  moil  beautiful  illumination.   A  ruftic  bridge, 
confiiling  of  fi  fingle  arch  over  a  broad  piece 
of.  water,  was  ftudded  with  feveral  thoufand 
lamps  of  difierpnt  colours  5  while  the  reflexi- 
on of  this  illuminated  bridge  in  the  water  was 
fo  ftroqe  as  to  deceive  the  eye,  and  gave  the 
whole  the  appearance  of  a  brilliant  circle  fuf- 
pended  in  the  air:  the  effed  was  fplendid  bcr 
yond  defcription,  and  confiderably  heightened 
by  the  gloom  of  the  foreft  in  the  back-ground. 
While  we  oontinued  admiring  this  delightful' 
fcene,  a  band  of  mufic  ftruck  up  at  a  little 
diftance,  and  amufed  us  with  an  excellent 
toncert.     We  were  then  led  from  thiis  en- 
chanting fpot,  acrofs  the  illuminated  bridge, 
to  a  thatched  pavilion,  open  at  the  fides  and 
fupportcd  by  pillars  ornamented  with  garjandi 

and 
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and  twifted  felloons  of  flowers :  we  found 
withm  a  cold  collation;  and  fat.  down  to  a 
table  covered  with  all  kinds  of  delicacies^ 
with  the  moft  coftly  wines,  and  every  fpecies 
erf*  fruit  which  art  or  nature  dould  furniih. 
The  ei^reriin^.was  delightful,  the  fccnerjr  pidu- 
refljue,  the  fare,  delicious ;  the.  company  in 
g6od  fpirits  ^  for  who  could  be  oiherwife  when 
every  circumflance,  which  the  taile  and  inge-» 
niiity  of  our  fair  hoilefs  could  invent,  xxm^ 
fpked  to > heighten  the  entertainment?  The 
collation  being  ended,  we  rofe-  £rom*table- 
which  I  concluded  to  be  the  dofe  of  the  en* 
tertainment,  but  cwa&  agreeably  ^difappoi&t^ 
ed :  the  gardens  were  fuddeiily  illuminatxfcd} 
we  all  ranged  -about  as  fancydidated ;  a:tid 
w«re  gratified  with  the  found  of  wind  in- 
struments, played  by  perfons  difperfed  in  di& 
ferent  parts  of  the  grounds.  We  repafied  the 
bridge,  and  returned  into  the  cottage,  wh^a 
the  two  eldeft  daughters  of  the  princefs,  who 
were  'drefled  in  Grecian  drdTes  of  the  moft 
elegant  iimplieity,  performed  a  Polifh  and  a 
ConaG dance ;  the  lormer  ferious.and  graces 
ful,' the  latter  <»)mic  and  livdy. :  The  ddcft 
fon,  a  boy  of  about  eight  years  old,  next 
performed  an.  hornpipe  with  wonderful .  agi- 
lity^ and '  afterwards  a  dance  in  the  fly le  ,  of 
the  Polifh  peafants  with  much  humour.  It 
was  now  paft  two  in  the  morning ;.. we. feem- 
ed  as  if  we  could  flay  for  ever;  but  as 
there  muft  be  an  end  of  all  fublunary  joys^ 
we  took  our  leave,  exprefling  our  thanks  and 
gratitude  in  language  far  unequal  to  our 
feelings.     I  caii  fcarce  form  to  myfelf  a^/^ 

cbampitre 
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kbau^iin  fb  degsiit :  and  I  am  iatisfied^  that 
it  will  fetdom  &11  to  the  lot  of  the  fame  perfoa 
to  partake  of  £uch  a  pleafing  eatotainment 
twice  in  his  life, 

.  The  dajr  befwt  Ckur  departure  from  this 
tofrn  wc  dificd  with  the  biihop  ci  Plot(ko> 
die  king's  brother,  at  his  palace  of  Jablo^ 
Biika  aboot  eight  miles  from  Warfaw.  The 
palace  is  an  handibroe  buikltiigy  confim^ed 
a£ter  a  de^n^  and  at  the  expence,  of  hit 
8sajifefty«  One  of  the  apartments,  called  the 
Tnrkifh  fidoon,:  is  remarkable  for  its  ele^ 
gaace  and  fingularity :  it  is  in  the  Oriental 
taflie,  of  an*  oblong  ihape,  ipery  high^  with 
^  fountain  in  the  middle,  fur^OHaded  with 
h  parterre  of  flowers.  Between  the  parterre* 
and  fides  of  the  room  are  ranges  of  Turkifh 
ibphas.  The  variegated  tints  and  rich  ^^ 
gr^nce  of  the  flowers,  joined  to  the  iranipa*?^ 
leney  and  murmurs  of  the  fountain,  prodm^e 
a  moft  pleafing  efied,  and,  together  with  the 
dooinefs  of  the  apartment,  fendo:  it  a  delici^ 
oils  retreat  from  the  heats  of  iummer.  The^ 
Viftnla  winds  along  at  a  fmail  dift^Ace  from 
the  palace,  thrbngh  a  faady  acd  aimed  I^lti^t 
country. 

In  the  evening  we  accompanied  prince  $tai^ 
milaus  to  his  majefiy's  vilfa,  &cure  of  pacing; 
an  intcrefting  evening,  but  it  was  now  era-^ 
bittered  with  the  idea  that  it  would  never 
again  be  repeated,  and  that  this  was  the  lail 
time  of  our  being  admitted  to  the  company  of 
fo  amiable  a  monarch.  In  the  following  con:* 
v^rfation  I  had  an  additional  proof  of  his  huf 
manfty  and  condefoeniion :  ^  You  ha,ve  bppn 

«  to 


^^  ^  tite  ^rifo«f '^^  and  I'cim  afraid  ]^oii  feo&d 
"  tlimn  lixi  a  ivwiiiiiid  toBt(ltticjii.**  To  have 
j;tieje)itio]M<i  ^'  theif  »b\ires,  when  I  Imew  that, 
hi^  n»aje%  (x^uld  iKxt  a)t<^  tbcmi  ivovild  oaljr 
)laye  been  zjjl  mfult ;  I  ffideairmired  thefe-« 
^^: ; tc^  pallittte.  .iri}r ,  ^ aiftfi^ot;  .Igr  re^arkka^y 
what  is  but  too  tr^e^  thafeia  fevcral  inibn-; 
{€6  thcf  ^?vf$i6  o<bit  To- '  b^dljr  re^  as  in 
JSngland^  ^^  I:  sqx;  f\irpri9ed|"  rttturaed  the 
king,  ^^  ithat^  a  Aa^ob^  Who  id  jjiuilly  piqiMt 
^<^ .  it&\f  for  ^ts  rfa\i'lD9nii}r>  Aodiid .  be  deficient 
^j:  10  fo  dTeoLtial  ao  arti^h^^f  p^lkc/'  I  thfia 
Y^nfenred^ '^i&  aa '  miieh  Mdelccacy  as  ^flibk^ 
to  point  t^t  one  ibateriai  abiilc  mr  the  prif&n^^ 
oSj  WaFfawi^.iTtrhioh  I  tiicnt^t  mi^t  probably 
be  ipi  ftia  wsljeil^^^V  c|idwer*  to  ialleviate  .  at 
lead,  iif i  f»t  (fed  r^tn^dy.  The  tricoumflance 
Irhich  I'atlQdod/tD.was^  ti&it  tfaiire.  is  no  few 
]Darat^  ^pQi}i/foD  thd  ^Gcoroitiddatioiii  of  iick 
{Mt^iibnesi ;  ;atl  ithe  fanie  tiroerLbtogged-^paifdoil 
&r  this,  inildtodbp  4)f  prdBaliiifition^  which  ^o-' 
thtiig  but:  |Dtf>  ^eiaDl|)aflion  !  Ibr  tizr  xmfiartn^ 
sate  comld.  Imvift  extbrted  fiDDpi>  ime.  ^^  He 
^f  whd  pRjaiib  the  caiafe.  of  the  unhappy,** 
tapUiodilM  m^p&Y^  ^^  is  always  Uftcaied  to 
^  Widi  pleiacfYirej:"  an  erpteffion  J  ihafl  tnevet 
fioitget,  aod' wbiok  oonvitfced  ineiy  b^  thepa^ 
tbetic  rnamiet  in;  which  it  "was  mttescd,  lliat 
ki  wstR  ^Ibc  ncal  fentiriiciits  'bf  his  heart.  Thef 
t^ni  of  >tiie?amanQ3fat)ilai  ^  ^tfae  king  to  rn« 
I&rge-iiqxxn^he  code  t(  laws  {irepaxii^  for  the 
iiKl^dd:ion  6T  the  ap|»iachixig  diet ;  when 
bas  maje%  expatiated,  with  peculiar  fatis- 
&}£{iOo>  vtpab  ,£cy€0al  beneficial  regulations' 
.  calculated 

*.  Soe^tW  klt^r  part  cyf  Can^  V. 
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calculated  to  promote  the  impartial  aditainif- 
tration  of  juftice.  *^  Happy  Englifbmen !" 
exclaimed  the  king,  ^^  your  houfe  is  raifed, 
•f  and  mine  is  yet  to  build/',  Every  part  of 
this  conference  imprelTed  me  with  the  higheft 
opinion  of  the  king's  benevolence^  patriotifm^ 
and  legiflative  abilities;  .  -    : 

After  fupper  which  pafTed  ofFno  lefs  agree^ 
ably  than  the  preceding  entertainments,  we 
were  prefcnted  to  take  leave,  when  the  king 
condefcendcd  to  inquire  of  us  the  route  we 
intended  to  take ;  and  to  point  out  what  was 
moft  likely  to  occur  wortl^  of  obfervation.' 
^  Your  majefty,**  I  ventured  toobfervp,  "  has' 
^  omitted  the  manufeSiires  wbic^  you  have* 
^.:eftablilhed  at  Grodno  V'  *^  An  Englifli^ 
**  man,"  replied  the  king,  *^  afteSr  having  feen 
^^  the  manu&i5i:ure8:of  his  own  country,  will 
^  'find  little  deferving  his  curiofity  in 'any 
^  ether  J  ^  and  particularly  in  this  ^kin^dom, 
*^  where  there  is  fuch  a  fettled  averuon  to 
^^  coinmerce;  iSThe:  eflablsflnneiat  at  Grodno 
*^i  is  but  a  b^inning :  I  confider  it  only  as  a 
**  pledge  of-  my  Ifiiture  intefitiras.'* '  I  then' 
mentioncki  thoneW  regulations  in  tfaeuniver-- 
£ty  jof  'V>ilna,flnyd  the  foundation  of  a  phyfic- 
gardeii  at  Grodno.  "  You»  are  deceived  by  the 
iimilarity  of  names.  An  BngUih'  uni  verfity 
is'as  much  fupdrior  to  fojueign  feroinaries,  as 
your  nation:  jEKcel^  all  othcarsrin  the  cultiva^^ 
**.  tion.  of  literatprci  and  the  encouragement 
^^  given  to  ^nius and  abilities,  TheacadKfty 
^y  at  iViliia  is  more  die  iimagis  ipf  what  it  was, 
^  .^iid  of  what  it  ought  to  .be,  tbai^  aAobjedk 

♦  See  Cliap.^  VI.  article  G  r  a  d  k  o  ^ 
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^^  of  a  traveller's  curiofity."  He  then  graci- 
oufly  expreiTod  his  regret  at  our  departing  fo 
foon  from  Warfaw,  and^  wifhing  us  a  good 
journey,  retired. 

I  flatter  myfelf,  that  I  (hall  not  appear  too 
minute  in  relating  all  thefe  circumflances ;  the 
familiar  incidents  of  domeftic  life  place  the 
charader  of  a  fovereign  in  a  tcuer  point  of 
view  than  the  more  fplendid  occurrences  of 
public  grandeur,  where  the  real  difpofition 
is  often  difguifed  by  form,  or  facrificed  to 
policy. 


C  H  A  P. 
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August  6,  Wc  paifcd  the  dav  at  VHh- 
ft/Twr,  where  wc  dined  with  prince  Zaitoriiki. 
He  h  a  fine  <^  man,  near  fonrfcorc^  and  lives 
in  the  trae  flyle  of  antient  hc^tality^r  he 
h  conflantly  attended  bj  his  own  guards, 
which  I  mention,  not  as  beifig  pectdiar  ta 
him^  who  enjojrs  the  firft  offices  of  the  re- 
imblic,  bnt  bo^anfe  it  leads  me  to  remark 
that  every  I'oliih  noblemen  may  have  as 
manv  guards  as  he  can  a£brd  to  maintain. 

Tne  prince  keeps  an  open  table,  at  which 
there  are  ieldom  lefs  than  twenty  or  thirty 
covers*  His  revenues  are  large,  amounting 
to  near  ^100,000  fterling  per  dnnum-^  and 
his  flyle  of  living  correiponds  td  this  gfeat 
income* 

Villanow  Was  built  bv  Johii  Sdbiefki  the 
conqueror  of  the  Turks  arid  deliverer  of 
Vienna :  it  was  the  favourite  reddence  of  that 
great  monarch,  where  he  moftly  lived  when 
not  in  arms,  and  where  he  clofed  his  days. 
The  palace,  being  (old  after  his  death,  came 
by  marriage  into  the  family  of  !Zartofifki ;  it 
wai  lent   to  Auguftus  11.  who  corifiderably 

enlarged 
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eidai^ed  it.  The  outfide  h  ornamented  with 
feTcral  baflb  relieves,  repre&nting  the  prineU 
pal  vidories  of  John  Sdt>]eiki,  which  were 
probably  added  by  A«igi3ihis>,  for  the  fornneit 
was  too  modeft  atid  unaiiiiitung  to  tP&Qt  mo^ 
noments  of  his  own  <glory. 

The  aera  of  John  Sobie^,  fplendid  in  k^ 
felf,  appears  more  iuminous,  when  contraited 
with  the  darknefs  which  ^ceded  and  follow^ 
ed.  The  reigns  of  his  immediate  predece^Ebr 
aAd  fncceffor  were  convulfed  with  interna! 
commotions ;  but  the  fpirit  of  difcord  and 
anarchy  was  laid  for  a  time  by  his  tranfcen-^ 
dent  genius.  Under  his  aufpices  Poland 
feemed  to  revive  from  the  calamities  which 
had  lone  oppreiTed  her,  and  again  to  recovei!' 
her  antientlljplendour:  fuch  is  the  powerful 
afcendency  or  a  great  and  fuperior  mind*  His 
military  talents  require  no  other  teftimony 
than  the  vi^ory  of  Qiots&im,  the  recovery  of 
the  Ukraine,  r^|)eated  defeats  of  th^  Turks 
and  Tartari,  and  the^4eliv«ry;  of*  -Vieiina ; 
while  an  exad  infight  into  the  laws  and  con- 
.fiitution  of  his  country,  a  manly  and  perfua* 
five  eloquence,  a  love  and  protection  of  liter- 
ature, an  accurate  knowiledge  of  foreign 
languages,  and  an  unceadng  habit  of  affabi^ 
lity^  moderation,  and  temperance,  render  him: 
no  lefs  an  objeA  of  our  admiration  in  his 
civil  capacity  ** 

♦  Dr.  SoB«h,  in  Ws  Accotint  of  Pjslancf;  thns  tleftfrJbcs  John, 
Sobiefici  :  *•  The  king  is  «  very  weil-fpoken  t>Hnce»  very  cafy 
•*  ofaccefs,  andeztreite  civil,  having  moft  of  the  qualities 
*'  reqtiiiite  to  form  a  comptete  gentleman.  '  Ke  is  not  only  well 
**  yerfed  in  all  military  affairs,  but  likewife,  through  the  means' 
**  of  a  French  cduciftioHf  very  opvUntly  ftorcdwitb  all  pofite. 


and 
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Bot  the  monardi,  who  oonld  allay  tfarftr- 
mcnts  of  public  fe^tioo,  oould  not  fbppfcls 
the  domefttc  diilentions  of  bis  own  Minify ; 
and  the  iame  great  prince,  who  kept  a  tnibo- 
lent  people  in  awe,  and  chafiiicd  the  moft 
^fimnidable  enemies,  was  himielf  nnder  the 
contronl  of  his  confint,  a  Frendi  lady  ^,  of 
ezquifite  beauty  and  el^^ant  manners,  but  of 
r^efs  intrigue,  iniatiable  ayarice,  and  inor- 
dinate ambition.  This  unprinci[ded  woman 
fomented  a  fpirit  of  difunion  and  jealoufy 
among  her  children ;  and  loaded  her  eldeft 
ion  with  every  fpecies  of  indignity.  She 
formed  and  fupported  an  admini&ation  call- 
ed, by  way  of  derifioo,  the  Jewiih  junto; 
and  introduced  into  the  royal  houfhold  a  nar* 
row  pariiffiony  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  a 
powerful  ibvereign :  in  a  word,  by  a  feries  of 
oficnflve  and  wicked  meafures,  (he  loll  her 
hvfband  the  aiT^dion  of  his  fubjeds;  and 
rendered  the  clofe  of  his  reign  as  odious,  as 
the  preceding -part  had  been  popular  and  glo- 
rious* 

The  decline  of  Sobiefki's  life  was  clouded 
with  afflidion*  He  felt  himfelf  a  prey  to  a 
lingering  difeafe  -f- ;  yet,  inftead .  or  deriving 
any  comfort  from  his  neareft  connedions,  he 
experienced .  an  aggravation  of   his  diftreis 

from 

* 

**  am)  rckoiaftical  learning.  Befides  his  own  tongne,  the  Scla- 
**  vottian,  he  underftandt  the  Latin,  French,  Italian,  German, 
"  and  T;prki(b  languages :  He  delights  mocb  in  natural  faiftory, 
**  and  in  all  the  parts  of  phyfic.  He  is  wont  to  reprimand  th« 
**  clergj  for  not  admitting  the  modern  philofophj,  fiich  as  Lc 
'*  Grand's  and  Cartelius's,  into  the  unirerfittes  and  fehoolsy** 
&c.    South's  Pofthiimous  Works,  p.  24- 

^  Msrie  de  la  Grange.    See  p.  aa8. 

t  His  illnefs  was  a  complication  of  diforders,  gout,  ftooe, 
^fthma,  dropfy. 
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from  the  tmnattiir&l  tonteifts  of  hii  children, 
and  the  intriguing  fpirit  6f  hk  wife.  The 
decay  of  his  authority,  and  the  indecent  cabfals 
almoft  openly  carrying  on  about  the  chbice  of 
hift  fuoceiibr,  aileded  in  the  firongefl  manner^ 
«i  perfon  of  his  eMfeme  "fenfibility :  his  fub- 
jefts,  inftead  of  lamenting,  feemed  eagerly  to 
anticipateliis  diifolution.  Yety  even  in  this 
deplorable  ftate,  the  king's  equanimity,  found- 
ed on  religion  and  philofophy,  did  not  fbrfake 
him$  and  he  retained,  even  upon  his  deaths 
bed,  that  mixture  of  feriouinefs  and  gaiety, 
Hrength  of  reaibnin^  and  quicknefs  of  repar^ 
tee,  which  fo  ftrongly  marked  his  ehafader. 

He  died  oft  the  17th  of  June,  1696-  Some 
ilriking  incidents,  immediately  preceding  his 
death,  are  tranfmitted  to  us  by  the  chancellor 
^alufki  bifhop  Of  Pbtfko,  who  waii  prefent 
when  he  expired. 

Some  alarming  fymptdms  in  Sobieiki's  dif-" 
birder  having  awakened  the  queen's  folicitude 
about  the  fuceeilion  to  his  fortune,  fhe  ear- 
tocftly  importuned  i^lufki  to  prclent  himfelf 
before  the  kmg,  and  iniinuate  fome  advice 
With  refpbft  to  the  difpofition  of  his  afJairs* 
The  biflibp^  when'  He  entered  the  apartment, 
finding  the  king  in  an  agonv  of  exeruciatinf 
bain*,  endeavoured  to  jgive  nim  comfort  ani 
hopes  of  recovery.  But  Sobielki  replied,  "  1 
**  forpfee  my  approaching  death  5  my  fituatioti 
*^  will  be  the  lame  to^mOrfow  as  it  is  to-day  j 
**  all  con6>lation  is  now  too  late ;"  then, 
fetching  a  deep  iigh,  his  majefly  afked  him 

Vol.  J.  Q,  ^Vwhy 

♦  Zltlttlki,  Ep  fti  vol.  III.  p.  5««i4* 
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^  wlijr  he  czvac  lb  teUom  to  court,  and  in 

^  wluLt  maimer  be  employed  himfetf  at  liis 

«  dioccfi  atone  r     Zaliiiki,  after  expatiating 

vpoo  the  doties  of  his  qxicopal  office  and  the 

reiburces    of  hteratnre,   artfblly   turned  the 

diicourfe  to  the  bofineis  in  qnefiion.    ^  Late* 

^  \y^^  hid  he,  ^  I  have  been  empky^ed  in  no 

^  very  agreeable,  yet  neceflaiy  duty :  weig^ 

^  ing  the  frail  cxmditioo  of  human  nature,  re« 

^  membcring,  that  as  Socrates  and  Plato  fo  all 

^  men  jmuil  die ;  and  con(idering  the  diflenti- 

^^  ons  which  may  a  rife  among  my  relaticMis 

^  after  my  deceaie,  I  have  taken  an  invento* 

'^  ry  of  my   effeds,   and   have   difpoicd  of 

^^  them  by  will/'     The  king,  who  (aw  the 

purport  of  his  difcourfe,  interrupted  him  with 

a  loud  laugh,  aud  exclaimed,  in  a  quotation 

from  Juvenal  -f,  ^^  O  meJici,  mediam  cprUundite 

**  "uenamy    "  What,  my  Lord  Biihop !  you 

^^  whofe  judgment  and  good  fenfe  I  have  ib 

^^  long  cfteemed,  do  you  make  your  will  \ 

^*  What  an  ufelefs  lots  of,  time!''  &c.     Not 

difcou raged  by  this  fally,  the  biihop  perfevet- 

ed  in  fuggefling,  ^^  that  in  juftice  to  his  fa* 

*^  mily  and  country  he  ought  without  delay 

^^  to  regulate  the  difpofition  of  his  effedb,  and 

^^  to   declare  his  final  inclinations/'     "  For 

**  God's  fake,"  returned  Sobiefki  with  a  more 

fcrious  tone,  **  do  not  fuppofe  that  any  good 

"  will  arife  in  this  age !  when  vice  ha3  in- 

^*  crealed  to  fuch  an  enormous  degree,  as  al- 

^*  moft  to  exclude  all  hopes  of  forgivenefs  from 

.     .  "  the 

t  JuventU  Sat.  VI.  1.  ^o^  **  Open  a  vein.** '  In  appfymj^ 
this  paflagei  the  king  meant  to  infinuate  that  the  bifliop  waf 
mad.  •' 
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^*  the  mercy  of  the  Deity  I  Do  you  not  Tee 
**  how  great  is  the  public  iniquity,  tumult, 
^*  and  violence  ?  all  ftrive  who  mall  blend 
^*  good  and  evil  without  diflindion :  the  mo- 
rals of  my  fubjeds  are  overturned  j  will 
yoti  again  reftore  them  ?  My  orders  are  noi; 
•*  attended  to  while  I  am  alive ;  can  I  expe£l 
^  to  be  obeyed  when  I  am  dead  ?  That  mai> 
^^  is  happy,  who  with  his  own  hand  difpofes 
"  of  his  effeds,  wbich  Cannot  be  entrufted 
"  with  fecurity  to  his  executors ;  while  they 
*^  who  leave  a  will  aft  abfurdly,  for  confign- 
*^  ing  to  the  care  of  others  what  is  more  fe- 
*^  cure  ifi  the  hands  of  their  neareft  relations. 
*^  Have  not  the  regulations  of  the  kings* 
**  my  predeceflbrs  been  dcfpifed  after  their 
^  deaths  f  Where  corruption  univerfally  pre* 
"  vails,  judgment  is  obtained  by  money  r 
^^  the  voice  of  confcience  is  not  heard,  and 
**  realbn  and  equity  are  no  more."  Then, 
fuddenly^  giving  a  ludicrous  turn  to  the  con- 
verfation,  he  exclaimed,  "  What  can  you  fay 
''  to  this,  Mr.  Will-maker  ♦  I" 

On  the  17th  of  June,  the  king  growing 
worfe,  the  bifhop  was  again  fummoned  to 
ViUanow,  when  his  majefty  heard  prayers, 
and  was  particularly  fervent  in  his  devotion. 
After  dinner,  while  he  was  converfing  with 
his  ufual  gaiety  in  the  prcfence  of  Zaluiki 
and  the  abb^  Polignac,  he  was  fuddenly  fei2- 
cd  with  a  ftroke  of  apoplexy  j  but  recovering 
a  little,  he  confeffed,  ana,  having  received  ab- 
iblution  and  extreme  undtion,  expired  almoft 
without  a  groan,  in  the  66th  year  of  his^age, 

Q,  2  wd 
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and  the  23d  of  hii  reign^  on  the  fame  day  in 
which  he  was  raiied  to  the  throne.  The 
name  of  Sobieiki  is  now  extinct.  My  vene- 
ration  for  this  great  man  prompted  me  to  in* 
qnire  into  the  fortunes  of  his  family. 

Sobieiki  ^  left  behind  his  wife  Marie  de  la 
Grange^  three  fons,  James^  Alexander,  and 
Confi^ntine,  and  one  daughter  Therefa  Cuni- 
gunda.  Marie  his  wife,  daughter  of  Henry 
de  la  Grange  captain  of  the  guards  to  Philip 
duke  of  Orleans,  and  of  Frances  de  la  Chartre^ 
was  maid  of  honour  to  Louifa  queen  of  La- 
diflaus  IV.  She  was  firft  married  to  Radzivil 
prince  of  Zamoiki ;  within  a  month  after  his 
deceafe  Ihe  efpoufed  John  Sobieiki  in  fecret, 
and  brought  him  in  dower  a  large  portion  and 
the  favour  of  his  fovereigit.  Her  iniluence 
over  her  huiband,  and  the  ill  ufe  ihe  made  of 
her  power  when  he  afcended  the  throne,  have 
been  already  difplayed. 

James  Louis,  the  eldeil  ion  of  Sobieiki, 
Was  bom  at  Paris  in  1667.  He  accompanied 
his  father  to  the  relief  of  Vienna,  in  the  i6th 
year  of  his  age,  and  narrowly  efcaped  being 
(lain  in  an  a^ion  near  Banan  in  Hungary. 
He  afterwards  gave  fuch  iignal  proofs  of  his 
military  talents,  that,  upon  his  father's  indii^ 
poiition  in  the  campaign  of  1687  ag^^^^  ^^^ 
Turks,  he  was  intrufted  with  the  command 
of  th*  army,  although  only  in  the  21ft  year  of 
his  age  J  and  received  from  the  foldiers  all 
the  honours  ufually  paid  only  to  the  kings 

of 

•  The  abb$  Coyer  has  writtten  the  Life  of  Sobieiki  with 

fr^at  fpirit  and  fidelity  ;  and,  what  ia  remarkable  in  a  French 
iftoriaii»  has  cited  bis  authorities. 
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pf  Poland :  a  fingular  mark  /  of  deference  iq 
an  elective  monarchy,  and  which  gave  encou-* 
ragement  to  an  expedation  of  the  throne  at 
his  father's  deceafe.  His  father  promoted  thi$ 
view  with  the  ntmoft  exertipn  of  his  ii^tereft^ 
but  this  projedl  was  entirely  difconcerted  by 
the  indifcretion  of  the  prince,  and  the  ; eiUeis 
intrigues  of  the  queen^  who,  baying  qopcei ved 
the  fbongeil  antipathy  to  her  eideft  fon,  and 
a  no  lefs  violent  prediledion  in  favour  of  her 
iecond  fon  Alexander,  a  prince  of  a  more 
tradable  difpofition,  facrificed  th^  dignity  of 
her  family  to  a  blind  inipulf<^  of  parental 
partiality, 

Sobieiki  had  fearcely  expired,  before  the 
cabals,  which  even  his  authority  could  hardly 
fupprcfs,  broke  out  with  undiffembled  vio-i 
lence.  The  divifion  of  the  king's  trcafure 
caufed  the  moil  indecent  difputes  and  alterca-r 
tions  between  his  widow  and  children.  James,^ 
without  a  moment's  delay,  endeavoured,, 
though  in  vain,  to  feis^  it  by  force,  but  was 
anticipated  by  the  queen  *,  who,  by  the  a{R&m 
ance  of  the  abbe  Polignac,  fent  it  into  France. 
She  had  three  great  objeds  in  view :  either  to 
obtain  a  crown  for  Alexander,  whom,  fhe  was 
fecure  of  governing ;  to  promote  the  eledion 
of  Count  Jablonoufki,  great  general  of  the 
crown,  with  an  intention  of  inarrying  him ; 
or  to  favour  the  pretenfions  of  the  prince  of 
Conti,  warmly  fupj)Qrted  by  Louis  XIV.  At 
all  events  Ihe  was  firmly  refblved  to  procure 
the  exclufio?!  of  he?  eideft  fon,  and  this  was 

the 

« 

^Thcqucfft  fent  ^,o«<>,eoo  French  \l^rt$  T3^  £\t^tpooini9 
I'raoce.    l^irre];,  Hift..  JU^uis  XiV.  v.,  IL  p.  297. 
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tbe  only  point  (he  carried.  Had  the  family  of 
Sobiefki  been  unanimous,  James  muft  have 
been  eledlcd  king ;  but  no  fubmiffion  §  could 
fbften  the  implacable  refentment  of  the 
queen,  who,  even  when  fhe  found  rt  imprac-^ 
ticable  to  fecure  the  election  of  her  favourite 
fon  Alexander,  or  to  compaft  any  of  her  othef 
defigns,  both  in  fecret  and  openly  fet  herfelf 
in  bppofition  to  the  pretenfions  of  James, 
When  the  diet  of  convocation  affembled  at 
WarfaW,  the  queen  fummoned  a  meeting  of 
fenators  and  nuntios  in  her  apartment,  whon\ 
Ihe  addreffed  in  regard  to  her  fon.  with  all  the 
virulence  which  inveterate-fury  could  infpire, 
and  all  the  affeQed  candour  towards  the  Poles 
which  the  moft  confummate  hypocrify  could 
fuggeft  *.  "  Although  I  am  not  by  bbth  k 
^  Pole,  I  am  one  t^  inclination,  and  am 
^*  more  attached  to  this  nation  than  to  my 
own  family.  Reflect  maturely  whom  you 
will  nominate  your  king  in  the  place  of 
^*  my  much  regretted  hufband,  and  I  fincere- 
"  ly  recommend  to  you  not  to  eleil  one  of 

^  Zalulki  ha^  givcQ.  tlie  fo^Uowifig-  cvrio^a  i.nCtai}ce  of  the 
queen*s  implacability,  f  I  and  other  fenators  < accompanied 
••  prince  Jkines  to  the  Quccn'^  at  Bielii,  but  her  uiajefty  being 
**  infojwed  of  our  approach,  retired  precipitately  from  the  pa* 
**  lace  in  order  to  avoid  the  interyiew  ^  we  overlook  her  about 
**  a  mile  froni  Eieltz,  and  ordered  the  driver  to  ftop,  while  fhe 

V  rcpcMte^ly  urged  him  tp  continue  his  rogre;  at  'length  thq 
**  coacbn«4n,  alarmed  by  oux  nymbcr  and  t;hreats»  ftopped  the; 
*•  carriage.  On  our  advancing  to  the  queen,  (be  received  ui. 
**  with  great  marks  of  difpkafor^  ;  a:nd  although  the  princo 

V  proft^jated  himfelf  before  her,  and  embraced  her  feet  with  th^ 
♦*  moft  profound  re^ed^,  he  was  not  able  to  extort  from  her^ 
*'  more  than  a  fliort  and  evafive  anfwer.  Upoa  his  jetiring, 
*'  with  his  tyts  full  of  tears,  I  myfelf  v(ed  foipe  endeavoufs  to 
'/  foften  her  refentment ;  which,  however,  had  no  other  i.fftA 
*'  than  to  dra\Y  from  her  additional  expredions  of  difguft  anS 
*'  indignation/'  Zalufki,  v.  III.  p.  135.      *Zalulk.  IIL  p.  loa.. 
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^  my  children;  I  too  well  know  all  their 
*^  difpofitions  5  and  particularly  caution  you 
^  not  to  raife  to  the  throne  the  cldcft  prince 
^  James*  His  inconfiderate  r^flinefs  will  in- 
^  volve  the  kingdom  in  f^edy  and  inevitable 
«  rum/'  The  bifliop  of  Plotiko,  thpugh  her 
creature,  difguftcd  at  thefe  appearances  of 
unnatural  rancour,  importuned  her  to  defift ) 
but  fhe  exclaimed  with  greater  violence  :  "  Dp 
^*  not.interrupt  me ;  I  will  never  retradl  what 
**  I  have  faid,  as  I  prefer  the  fafety  of  the 
^  republic  to  my  own  interefls  and  the  fplen- 
^*  dour  of  my  raqiily.  I  again  exhort  the 
Poles  to  cledl  any  candi(iate  in  preference 
to  one  of  my  children.*^  This  virulent  op^ 
poiition  to  the  views  of  her  eldeft  fon  was 
but  too  lliccefsful  5  he  was  rejeded  by  a  great 
majority,  and  the  choice  of  the  nation  fell 
Vpon  Auguftus  eledtor  of  Saxony. 

The  ffequel  of  the  hiftory  of  Sobieiki's  fa- 
mily, now  reduced  to  a  private  ftation,  will 
be  comprifed  in  a'fhort  compafs.  After  the 
defeat  of  Auguftus  II.  at  tha  battle  ©f  Clif- 
fow,  Charles  XII.  determined  to  give  a  new 
king  to  Poland ;  and  his  veneration  for  the 
memory  of  John  Sobielki  induced  him  to  offer 
that  dignity  to  his  eldeft  fon.  In  confequencc 
of  this  relblutfon,  Awguftus  was  declared  by 
the  primate  unworthy  to  reign  ;  and  a  diet  of 
eledion  was  convened  at  Warfaw..  James 
was  then  at  Breflaw,  impatiently  expeding 
his  nomination  to  the  throne  fg  worthily  filled 
by  his  father,  and  from  which  he  bad  been 
deprived  by  the  unprecedented  malice  of  a 
mother.  But  the  ufual  fingularity  of  his  ill 
'  fortune  ftiU  purf\ie(i  hini;  a^  he  was  hunting 

with 
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with  his  brother  ConfiantiQe,  a  fmall  detach-* 
ment  of  Saxoa  horfemen  furprised  and  caiw 
ried  him  ofF;  and,  infl^d  of  r^cfiivi&g  ^ 
crown»  he  was  co;ifined  in  the  c^file  of  jPleif^ 
fenburgh  near  Leipfic.  ConilaBtiQ^  ^  loight 
have  eicaped ;  but,  from  ap  i^pylib  of  i^a* 
ternal  afi^dion,  voluntarily  accocnpanied  bi^ 
brother  into  confinement,  and  adm laddered 
€on£blation  under  this  grievous  reverHp  of  for? 
tune.  This  event  happened  pn  th^  ^8th  oif 
Felwruary,  1704.. 

In  the  month  of  September  1 7o6j  ^he  %w^ 
brothers  were  rcmpved  to  the  fortrefs  06 
Konigilein,  as  to  a  place  pf  ilill  greater  fecur 
rity ;  but  in  December  of  the  fame  year  for- 
tunately obtained  their  enlargement,  upon  the 
lequeft  of  Charles  XII.  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  celebrated  treaty  with  Auguftus  II.  i^ 
whiph  the  latter  was  cprnpelled  to  abdicate 
the  throne  of  Poland.  This  abdication,  how- 
ever did  not  revive  the  pretenfipns  of  Jamps. 
to  the  crown,  the  eledion  having  fallen,  du-. 
ring  his  confinement,  upon  Staniflaus  Let-; 
2;in£ki.  From  this  period  James  pafTed  a  pri- 
vate  and  retired  life,  and  feems  to  have  en- 
Itirely  renounced  all  his  views  upon  the  crown 
pf  Poland,  He  died  in  1737  q.t  Zolkiew  ia 
Red  Ruflia,  in  the  7pth  year  of  his  age  ;  and 
4n  him,  as  the  lafi  xnale  of  his  family,  the 
pame  of  Spbiefki  became  extipdl.  His  wife 
was  Hedwige  Eleonora +,  dau&hter  of  Philip, 

Wilham 

*  Lengnich,  Hid.  Pol,  p.  j4». 

+  Sifter  of  Eleonora  Magdalena  wife  of  the  emperor  Leopold. 
Jfimes  bad  been  firft  contrad^d  in  marriage  to  the  widow  of  the 
•(e^lor  of  Brandenbvrgh's  brother,  zxioh  heirefs  of  the  houfe  of 
iLad^ivil  In  (.ithuania.  but  upon  tbisQCcafion  hefiri]:  experienced 
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WilHaip  eh&f>T .  pftjatinp ;  by  her  he  left  two 
daugbiers^  Mary  CbarlottQ  find  Clementina  j 

Mary.  J 

.  The  eldeft,  Mp»ry  Charlotte,  married  in  1 71J3 
Frederic  M^uri^e^  4e  la  Tow  duke  of  BouiU 
)on,  who  dyiifg.  within  a  few  days  after  the 
fnarriage,  ibc  fifppuied,  with  a  difpenfation 
from  the  pc^^  his  brother:  Charles  Godfrey 
the  fajse  year.  By  him  ftie  left  iffue  a  fon, 
the  prefent  duke  of  Bouillon^  married  to  a 
Jady  of  the  houfe  of  jLoraine,  and  a  daughter,, 
who  efpoufed  the  duke  of  Rohan-Rohan.  In 
thefe  noble  perfons  and  their  progeny  the  fe« 
ffule  lifie  of  Sobieiki  ftill  exiils. 

Clementina  Mary  the  youngeft  daughter  of 
pripce  Jame^,  married  at  Montefiafcone^  in 
1719,  Jdmes  jEfiward  Stuart,  commonly  known 
^y  thp  nume  of  the  Chevajier  de  St.  George, 

the 

tlat  ill-fortunf  wbtch  afterwards  atteoded  him  through  1if«« 
^*  An  envoy  was  f^nt  to  Berlin  to  negotiate  the  marriage,  which 
**  waf  9greed  upon  hj  the  ele^or^s  and  her  confent,  and  the 
*.*.  prince  himfelf  came  thither  in  perfoo»  with  a  numerous  attend- 

V  ance,  to  confummate  it.  At  the  fame  time  came  to  Berlin  the 
^*  ele£|o^  fialatine^t  brother,  prince  Charles  of  Neaburg,  brother 

V  to  the  ei»ptef^,  to  fee  the  ceremonf  of  the  marriage  ;  but  this 
**  p^inccfs,  taking  more  fancy  to  him  than  to  the  Prince  of  Po- 
*f.  land,  gave  him  encouragement  to  make  his  addreifes  to  her  ; 
**  which* he  did  with  that  fuccefs,  that  he  engaged  her  fo  far 
•*  and  fo  unexpectedly,  that  he  was  privately  married  to  her 
•*  the  night  before  f^e  was  to  be  married  to  the  prince  of  Po- 

V  land,  fo  that  prince  James  was  forced  to  return  back  ihame- 
*'  fully :  which  the  king  Ibis  father  refented  fo  highly*  that  he 

V  was  refolved  to  have  fatisfaCtion  from  the  eledor  of  Branden- 
^*  burg,  for  fyfTering  his  fon  to  rcceiye  fo  notorious  an  affront 
*\  at  his  court ;  but  the  eU^or,  knowing  nothing  of  that  pri- 

V  vate  intrigue,  juftified  himfelf,  and  all  animofities  were  at  laft 

V  adjufted  by  prince  James's  marrying  his  rival's  lifter  the  prin- 

V  cefs  of  Neuburg,  who  was  fent  into  Poland,  and  has  two 
"  daughters  by  bim.'^  Conapr'i  H^iftory  of  Poland,  v.  IL 
P.  1S8, 189.  •  ' 
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the  pretender  to  the  Britilh  throne.  This 
princefs,  though  a  woman  of  great  perfoii^l 
and  mental  endowment^^  could  pot  engage  the 
afFedlion  of  her  hufband;  and  (he  was  &  of- 
fended at  his  attachment  to  a  favourite  mii^ 
trefs,  that  (he  withdrew  from  his  houfe^  and 
remained  for  fome  time  in  a  convent  near 
Rome.  Afterwards,  being  reconciled  to  him, 
fhe  died  at  Rome  on  the  i8th  or  Jvine,  1735, 
aged  33  ;  her  death,  according  to  the  account 
of  a  writer  *  attached  to  the  Stuart  family, 
was  occafioned  by  religious  abftinence  and  too 
fevere  mortifications :  her  remains  were  inter- 
red with  regal  pomp  in  the  church  of  St« 
Peter,  and  a  fumpt^ous  monument  was  ered* 
ed  to  her  memory*  She  left  two  fons  by  the 
Chevalier,  who  are  now  alive :  Charles,  ufu- 
ally  termed  count  of  Albany ;  and  Henry^ 
cardinal  of  Yorke.  Charles  married  the,  prin- 
cefs  of  Stolberg,  by  whom  he  has  no  children.^ 
a  miAanderilanding  not  long  after  their  mar-* 
riage  taking  place  between  them,  fhe  quitted 
her  hufhand,  a^d  took  (helter  in  a  convent  ini. 
the  Tufcan  dominions ;  and,  as  her  quarrel 
was  efpouftd  by  the  cardinal  of  Yorke,  (he 
has  obtained  a  feparation  for  life.  We  may 
therefore  forefee  the  extindlion  of  the  Sobieiki 
line  in  the  Stuart  branch.  The  ample  patri^ 
mony  of  James  Sobieflii  wag  divided  equally 
between  hia  two  daughters.  Having  lent  a^ 
confiderable  fum  to  the  houie  of  Auftria,  ho 
pbtained  in  return  a^  n;iprtgag9  ^pcui  certain 

eflateft 

*  Letters  from  a  Painter  in  Italy,  wher&  bar  %ieral  and  mo* 
liumenl  is  dcfcribcd,  V-  U-  p.  S6^ 
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eilates  in  Siiefia,  which,  upon  the  divifion  of 
the  property  after  his  deceafe,  fell  to  the  Stxi'* 
art  family,  and  w6re  in  their  pdffeffion  when 
the  king  of  Pruffia  fecured  Silefia  in  the  year' 
1740,  Hisf  Pruffian  majefty  eonfifcated  thefe 
lands  to  hinifelf ^  by  right  of  conqneft  ;  and 
the  honfc  ef  Anftiria  never  made  any  fur- 
ther oompenfation  for  the  above  mentioned 
Joan. 

Alexander,  fecond  Ion  of  John  Sobieflcij^ 
was  born  at  Dantzic  in  1677  5  and  as  he  was 
brought  into  the  world  after  his  father  had 
been  raifed  to  f  h6  throne,  he  was  ufually  ftyl- 
ed  by  his  mother,  who  adored  him,  the  foa 
of  the  king  i  while  fhe  affeded  to  call  his 
brother  Jatnes,  who  was  born  before  his  fa- 
ther's elefticn,  the  fon  of  the  great  marfhaL 
Excited  by  his  mother's  partiality ;  and  in- 
flamed by  an  ambition  natural  to  youth,  he 
even  afpirfed  to  the  throne  in  oppoiition  to  his 
brother  James  ;  afterwards  however,  when  a 
more  mature  age  had  correded  his  paiEons^ 
and  his  mothers  influence  had  ceafcd  to  mif- 
lead  him,  he  declined,  from  a  principle  of  fra- 
ternal affeftion,  the  acceptance  of  that  very 
prown,  which  had  once  been  the  objed  of  his 
warmeft  hopes.  When  Charles  XII.  upon  the 
imprifonmeht  of  James,  offered  the  crown  of 
Poland  to  Alexander;  the  latter,  with  a  difin- 
tereftediiefs  which  refleds  the  higheft  honour 
upon  his  memory,  refufed  it  with  this  gene- 
tous  declaration,  **  that  no  intereft  fliould 
i'  tempt  him  to  avail  himfelf  of  his  brother's 
f^  misfortunes  *."' 

Alexander 

*  Voltairc't  Charles  XII.  p.  90.  ^ 
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Alexander  pailed  his  days  principally  at 
Rome  with  the  queen  his  mother.  During 
his  rcfidence  in  that  city,  he  never  made  his 
appearance  at  the  court  of  Clement  XL  be-- 
caufe  that  pontiff  had  refufed  to  receive  him 
with  the  marks  of  diflindion  which  he  claim-* 
ed  as  a  king's  fon*  But  the  honours  which 
were  withheld  from  him  while  alive,  were 
granted  unto  him  when  dead ;  his  body  be« 
ing  permitted  to  lie  in  royal  ftate,  and  to  be 
interred  with  the  fame  ceremonies,  which 
attended  the  funeral  of  Chriflina  queen  of 
Sweden.  He  expired  in  June  1714,  having 
aiTumed  upon  his  death<-bed  the  habit  of  a  ca^ 
puchin,  from  a  fuperflitious  notion  of  infuring 
hisialvation*. 

Conilantine,  having  regained  his  liberty  at 
the  fame  time  with  his  brother  James,  married 
a  German  barohefs,  maid  of  honour  to  the 
princefs  of  Neuburg ;  a  marriage  of  pailioo, 
ibon  followed  by  repentance,  and  from  which 
he  in  vain  endeavoured  to  procure  a  releaie 
by  a  divorce.  He  deceaied  in  1726  without 
children. 

Therefa  Cunigunda,  the  daughter  of  John 
Sobieiki,  married  in  1696  Maximilian  £ma^ 
nue!  eledor  of  Bavaria,  and  died  a  widow 
in  1730.  Her  ion  Charles  Albert,  who  lue- 
ceedcd  to  the  eledoi^a^  of  Bavaria,  was  the 
unfortunate  empecor  Charles  VII.  and  hei 
grandfgn  Maximiliaa  Jofepjb  expired  in  1778 
without  iiTue.  Hcf  grandTda^ghter  Maria 
Antonietta  married  Fredcrrp.  Chrifiian  eleflor 
of  Saxony  5  and  the  blopd;  <;rf  Jp.^ift  Sobieflci 

ftill 

*  Vie  de  Sobieiki,  V.  UI.  p.  17& 
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ftill  flows  in  the  veins  of  their  progeny,  the 
prefent  eledoral  family. 

Marie  de  la  Grange,  the  confort  of  John  So-^ 
biefki,  pafled  the  firft  part  of  her  widowhood 
at  Rome  with  her  father  the  marquis  of  Ar* 
quien,  who,  from  being  captain  of  the  Swifs 
guards  to  the  duke  of  Orleans,  had  been  pro**, 
moted  by  her  intereft  to  the  dignity  of  cardinal* 
She  continued  to  refide  in  that  city  until  the 
year  17 14,  when  fhe  retired  into  France,  her 
native  country.  Louis  XIV.  ailigned  her  the 
cafile  of  Blois  for  her  refidence,  where  fhe 
died  in  1716  *,  above  70  years  of  age.  Her 
remains  were  tranfported  to  Warfaw,  and  from 
thence  conveyed,  together  with  thofe  of  her 
hufband  in  1734,  to  Cracow,  and  interred  in 
the  cathedral  of  that  city  -j-. 


*  Vie  de  Sobiefti,  ¥•  III.  p.  177.        f  Lengnicb,  Hift.  p.  390* 
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CHAP.       V. 

Coins  of  l?6izxid.'^--Pui/ic  library. ^-^St ate  of 
iearning.'-^Literature  encouraged  by  the  king^ 
^'^Wretched  adminiftration  of  juJiicc-^Pri^ 
Jons  of  Warfaw. — Punijbments  for  criminal 
offences. -^Torture  abolijhed. — Laivs  relating 
to  debtors. 

xJEFORE  Qur  departure  from  Warfaw  we 
yiiited  fome  objeds  of  literary  curiofity  ufu* 
ally  feen  by  foreigners.  We  firft  adjourned 
to  the  palace  to  examine  fome  cdins  and  me- 
dals relative  to  the  hiftory  of  Poland.  The 
count  of  Mazinlki,  natural  fon  of  Auguftus 
III.  purchafed  the  greateft  part  of  this  collec- 
tion,  and  prefented  it  to  his  prefent  majefty. 
I  fhall  not  enter  upon  any  account  of  the 
foreign  coins  and  medals,  but  content  myfelf 
with  mentioning  a  few  which  relate  to  Po- 
land. 

The  earl ieft  coin  is  that  of  Boleflaus  I.  fon 
of  Miciflaus,  the  firft  Polilh  prince  converted 
to  Cbriftianity  :  this.piece  of  money  was  ftruck 
in  999,  probably  foon  after  the  introdudion 
of  coining  into  Poland.  There  was  no  head 
of  the  fovereigij  upon  it,  only  the  Polifh  eagle 
on  one  fide,  and  a  crown  on  the  reverfe. 

The  feries  ot  coins  is  broken  until  Sigif- 
mond  I.  from  whofe  acceflion  it  is  continued 
jn  an  uninterrupted  line,  Henry  of  Valois^  ex- 
cepted y  during  whofe  fbort  reign  no  money 

was 
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was  ftnick  in  PoIaiuL  I  noticed  a  curions 
piece  of  Albert  of  Brandenbtirg  as  duke  of 
Pniflia,  after  he  had  wrefled  that  country 
from  the  Teutonic  knights.  The  Pniffian 
eagle  is  marked  with  an  Sj  to  (hew  ihat  Albeit 
held  his  lands  as  feudal  and  tributary  to  Sigif^ 
mond  L  There  was  a  fine  medal  in  hoteur 
of  John  Sobieiki's  railing  the  fiege  of  Vieanaj 
widi  the  following  punning  infcription:  Urbem 
fervafiis  et  orbem.  I  likewife  obferved  a  me- 
dal of  his  prefent  majefty,  caft  in  the  late  tur^ 
bulent  times ;  it  had  a  well  executed  likenefi 
of  the  king  on  one  fide,  and  on  the  reverfe  ad 
emblem  of  civil  commotions,  a  ihip  in  A 
florm  with  the  clafiical  allufion,  Ne  cede  malis^ 

The  public  library  next  engaged  out  atten- 
tion. The  colledion  owes  its  beginning  to 
the  private  bounty  of  two  bifhops  of  the  fii- 
mily  of  2alufki ;  the  following  infcription  is 
over  the  door  j  "  Civium  ujui  perpetuo  Zalufiai^ 
*^  rum  par  illujlre  dicavit  17 14/*  It  has  fince 
received  fcveral  large  additions  from  Various 
benefactors ;  and  as  the  librarian  informed  me^ 
contains  above  100,000  volumes.  It  is  very 
rich  in  books  and  manufcripts  relatiilg  to  the 
Polifh  hiftory. 

I  have  only  a  few  obfervations  to  make 
upon  the  general  ftate  of  literature  in  Polatid^ 
my  ftay  in  this  country  not  being  long  cnon^gfe 
to  colledl  a  more  circumAantial  account. 

There  are  two  univerfiiies,  o«e  at  CfacpW, 
and  the  other  at  Viltia  -,  the  fttfmer  was  under 
the  direflion  of  priefts  called  Academicians  ^ 
and  the  latter  was  fupcrintwided  by  Ae  Je« 
fuits  -,  but  in  both,  the  courfe  of  ftudies  was 

chiefiy 
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ehiefly  fiQogncd  to  theology.  Sinfee  the  fuji* 
pfgifion  dF  the  Jefuits,  the  king  ha§  eftablifh- 
e4  a  epramktee  cjf  e4ucatioo»  compaftd  of 
ra^mber?  4iftiilg«iA€)d  either  by  high  fiatjoo^ 
Of  eijlighf cae4  wiider^^ndings*  The  cpmmittc^ 
hft3  ^n  ^bfolute  ppwer  in  ifjatters  of  ^daeati^ 
on  I  appoints  pmftffprS ;  regulatgs  thisir  falary'i 
and  dineft?  their  ftiidiia**  Tb^  ady?rntages  of 
thi$.  r^gplation    bfliVQ    alrefl4y  been  ie^pedv 

AlthPHghfroHatb^  fixture  of  the  gpyefn^ 

ment  teaming  b^^  nsvex  beeij  widely^  difiiifed 
ia  PoUnd,  y«t  tltefs  s^yer  have  be^SftVanting 
men  ©f  gtnim  and  llferstnc^j  Wbl>  Hftw 
^e$it$il  ornanwfti  W  their  covintfy:  jnd 
pe^fhftpfs^no  n^^tion  €&n  boaft  a  9i0)?$.fegnl0jr 
fuecefiiq)n  of  ejcaelk^t  hiftorian^  5  pr  avgreater 
Variety  .of  writera  depply  eo^vcrrf^nt  in  the 
lawsj  ftatutes,  and  ponftitytion.  Undef  Sigifr 
ractoii  li  and  his  fon  Sigifmpnd  Augnftus,  the 
^rU  and  faiences  beg^n  to  be  greatly  diftin- 
guifbed  by  royal  patronage ;  they  were  cher*- 
i(bed  by  forais  of  the  fuceeedipg  monirchfi,  paf-r 
ticulsrjy  John  Sobieflii;  but  nq  prince  has 
paid  th^m  n^wpe  attention  th^n  the  prefent 
king  Sjanifljius  Auguftu^-  His  mnnificenee 
ia  this  particular  has  been  attended  with  the 
h^ppteJft  effeds-  The  poHib  literati  have, 
within  a  few  years,  given  to  the  public  a 
much  greater  variety  of  elegant  performances 
than  ever  appeared  in  ^ny  fornjer  of  the  fame 
length.  What  is  more  material,  a  tafte  for 
fcienoe  has  fpread  itfelf  among  the  nobles,  and 
begins  to  be  regarded  as  an  accomplilhment. 
The  enlargement  of  mind,  derived  by  thcfe 
Vol,  I  R  licentious 
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licentious  fpirits  from  this  new  purfuit^  has 
already  weaned  feveral  of  them  from  their  ha- 
bits of  barbarous  turbulence,  and  greatly  hu- 
manized their  civil  deportment.  It  may,  per- 
haps, in  time  teach  them  thoroughly  to  com- 
prehend the  true  interefl  of  their  country,  and 
the  expedience  of  due  fubordination,  hitherto 
deemed  incompatible  with  liberty^  thefe  petty 
defpots  will,  perhaps,  be  induced  to  lay  afide 
that  contempt  for  their  vafTals ;  they  will  per- 
ceive that  the  burghers  and  peafants  are  the 
true  fupports  of  their  country ;  and  that  Poland 
wants  nothing  but  juftice  and  order  to  become 
as  flourifhing  as  the  neighbouring  ilates. 

During  my  ftay  at  Warfaw  I  vifited  the  fe^ 
veral  prifons  \  and  made  inquiries  into  the  na- 
ture of  the  various  tribunals,  and  into  the 
different  modes  of  punifhment  for  criminal 
offences :  my  engatging  in  this  employment  was 
principally  owing  to  a  cafual  meeting  I  had  at 
Vienna  with  the  benevolent  Mr.  Howard, 
whofe  humane  attention  to  the  outcafts  of  fo- 
ciety  has  refleded  fo  much  honour  on  himfelf 
and  his  country.  Informing  him  that  I  was 
proceeding  to  the  Northern  kingdoms,  I  inti- 
mated an  intention  to  examine  the  ftate  of  the 
prifons  and  penal  laws  in  thofe  countries  ^  and 
profeffed  a  readinefs  to  lay  before  him  the 
refult  of  my  obfervations.  Mr.  Howard  ap- 
proved mydefign,  fuggefted  feveral  ufeftil 
hints,  and  even  di dated  feme  fpecific  quef- 
tions  tending  greatly  to  facilitate  my  inquiries. 

I  (hall  not  enter  upon  a  defcription  of  the 
prifons  in  Warfaw,  as  they  afforded  fcarcely 
any  thing  worthy  of  particular  obfervation ;  I 

(hall 
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Ihall  therefore  confine  myfelf  to  the  general 
adminiftration  of  jufiice. 

Atrocious  crimes,  fuch  as  murder,  &c.  are 
pnnifhed  by  beheading  or  hanging  ;  leffer  de** 
iinqnencies  by  whipping,  hard  labour,  and 
imprifonment :  the  nobles  never  fuffer  any 
corporal  punifhment  ^  but  are  liable  only  to 
imprifonment  and  death. 

Torture  was  aboliflied  in  1 776,  by  atl^edi6k 
of  the  diet,  introduced  by  the  influence  of  the 
king.;  a  regulation  as  expreflive  of  his  ma-» 
jefty's  judgment  as  of  his  benevolence.  It  is 
an  infinite  fatisfaftion  to  fee  the  rights  of  hu-» 
manjty  extending  themfelves  in  countries, 
where  they  had  teen  but  little  known  ;  a  cir- 
cuihftance  that  muft  call  a  great  reflexion  oh 
thofe  nations  which,  like  France,  hav^  attain-* 
ed  the  higheft  pitch  ofcivilization,  andyet  re-» 
tain  the  ufelefs  and  barbarous  cuftom  of 
torture*. 

The  defers  of  the  police  in  this  country  are 
by  no  circumftances  fo  ftrongly  evinced,  as  bjf 
the  frequent  impunity  of  the  mofl:  atrocious 
crimes :  this  abufe  may  be  traced  from  thi^ 
following  caufes, 

I.  The  greateft  criminals  findat  times  little 
difiiculty  in  engaging  the  protedlidn  of  fome 
of  the  principal  nobles,  who  occafionally  af* 
femble  their  vaflals  and  retainers  in  arms,  and 
drive  the  officers  of  juftice  from  their  lands* 
This  anarchy  refembles  the  ftate  of  Europe  in 

R2  the 

*  Im  queflUn  ftrtparatoire^  or  the  iofli^ion  of  torture^  for  fore* 
ing  the  confeflion  of  a  crime  from  an  acciifed  perfoD,  has  indeed 
been  latclj  abolifhed  in  France ;  but  the  torture  tifed  for  tke 
difcovtry  of  the  acccmplices  is  dill  retained. 
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the  14th  century,  during  the  prevalence  of  the 
feudal  laws^  when  every  great  baron  poflefled 
territorial  jurifdi^tion,  and  was  almoft  equal 
in  authority  to  the  king. 

2.  The  iaw,  efleem^  by  the  Poliih  gentry 
the  great  bulwark  of  their  liberty,  which  en- 
ads  *y  that  no  gentleman  can  be  arrefted  for 
mifdemeanors  until  he  is  convi£led  of  them^ 
notwithflanding  the  ftrongefi  degree  of  pre- 
fumptive  proof:  the  offender,  of  courfe,  if 
likely  to  be  found  guilty,  takes  care  to  with- 
draw himfelf  before  the  ccHupletion  of  the  pro- 
cefs.  Murder  indeed,  and  robbery  on  the 
highway,  and  a  few  other  capital  crimes,  are 
excluded  from  this  privilege :  but  even  in  thofe 
flagrant  enormities  no  gentleman  can  be  taken 
into  cuflody,  unlefs  aSually  apprehended  in 
the  commtflion  of  the  offence ;  and  when  the 
crime  is  thus  pofitively  afcertained,  which  in 
the  nature  of  things  can  feldom  occur,  the 
culprit  cannot  be  ientenced  to  capital  punifh- 
Inent  by  any  other  tribunal  than  a  diet. 

3.  The  right  which  every  town  poffeiies  of 
having  its  own  criminal  courts  of  juflice,  with 
judges  felefted  folely  from  the  inhabitants. 
Many  of  thefe  towns  are  at  prefent  reduced 
to  fuch  a  low  fiate,  as  fcarcely  to  deferve  the 
name  of  villages:  in  thefe  places,  of  courfe 
the  judges  are  neceflarily  perfons  of  the  low- 
eft  defcription,  and  totally  unqualified  for  the 
difcharge  of  their  high  office.  Innocence  and 
guilt,  by  this  means,  are  often  not  diftinguifh- 
cd,  and  as  often  wantonly  confounded.  Not 
only  the  power  of  levying  difcretionary  fines^ 

but 
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hilt  the  inflidion  of  corporal  puniihment,  and 
even  of  death  itfejf,  is  entrufted  to  thefe  con- 
temptible tribunals.  The  chancellor  Zamoi- 
iki  hasj  in  the  new  code  of  laws  which  he  is 
preparing  for  the  infpedion  of  the  diet,  der 
fcribed  the  abufes  of  thefe  petty  courts  of 
juflice  in  the  moll  forcible  language  ;  and  pro- 
pbfes  as  the  only  adequate  remedy  of  the  evil, 
to  annihilate  this  right  of  penal  jurifdidion  in 
all  but  nine  of  the  principal  towns. 

4.  There  are  no  public  officers  whofe  pro- 
vince it  is  to  profecute  the  offenders  in  the 
king's  name.  Hence,  even  in  cafe  of  murder^ 
robbery  upon  the  highway,  and  the  moft  atro- 
cious crimes,  the  delinqubnt  generally  efcapes, 
unleis  fotne  individual  indiifts  and  brings  him 
to  trial :  this  feldom  happens,  as  the  procefs  is 
attended  with  no  fmall  fhare  of  e^pence. 

The  jurifdidiofl  of  the  great  marih^l  is 
almoit  the  only  .exception  to  this  flagrant  de- 
fed  of  common  juflice.  His  jurifdidion  is  in 
force  in  the  place  where  the  king  refides,  and 
to  the  diflance  of  three  Polifli  miles.  Within 
that  diflrid  the  great  marfhal  can  arrefl  and 
profecute  for  crimes  of  felony  without  any 
plaintiff.  In  cafes  alfo  of  high  treafon,  cer- 
tain officers  of  the  crown,  called  inftigatoresy 
arc  impowered  of  their  own  motion  to  cite 
fufpicibus  perfons  hefore  the  diet. 

5.  The  power  which  evety  plaintiff  poffet- 
fes  of  withdrawing  his  proiecution,  even  in 
cafes  of  the  greatefl  enormity ;  this  cuflom 
fcreens  all  but  the  indigent  from  the  purfuit 
of  juflice  ;  as  perfons  of  moderate  property  are 
generally  able  to  bribe  the  neceffity  or  avarice 

of 


246    TRAVELS  INTO  POLAND.     B.IL 

of  their  pmCecotor.  Thk  pfaAkc,  founded 
oo  a  narrow  princi|^,  that  ootragcs  agunft 
jodividiials  are  merely  private,  not  poUic  crf^ 
fences,  is  an  infiance  of  the  groflcft  faarbaiiim, 
which  all  dvilized  nations  have  renoonced ; 
for  it  requires  a  very  fmall  degree  of  l^iila* 
tive  imfirovenient  to  perceive,  that  jHivate 
wrongs,  when  nnchaftized,  become  highly 
injnrions  to  the  community  at  large,  by  a^rd- 
iog  encouragement  to  (imilar  offences. 

In  vifiting  the  prifbns  I  (aw  the  bad  efl^ds 
<>f  this  uiage  exemplified  in  a  finking  infiance. 
Two4>erfons  indided  for  the  ailafiination  of  a 
Jew,  had  been  permitted  to  remain  in  prifbn 
upwards  of  a  twelvemonth,  without  being 
brought  to  a  trial.  The  widow  of  the  deceaf- 
ed,  upon  whofe  accufaticm  they  were  impri- 
ibned,  haying  agreed,  on  the  payment  of  a  ili- 
pulated  fum,  to  drop  the  fuit  and  grant  them 
a  reieafe,  their  inability  to  fatisfy  her  demand 
had  been  the  only  reafon  for  detaining  them 
fo  long  in  confinement ;  and  as  when  I  faw 
them  they  had  juft  raffed  the  money,  they 
were  upon  thip  point  of  obtaining  a  final  di^ 
charge. 

From  this  fketch  of  the  adminiflration  of 
juftice  in  this  country,  the  expediency  of  a 
thorough  reformation  is  very  apparent.  That 
able  legiflator  count  Zamoi(ki,  in  the  new 
code  of  laws  which  I  have  frequently  had  oc- 
cafion  to  mention,  has  paid  particular  atten^ 
tion  to  the  amendment  of  the  criminal  laws. 
But  as  any  innovations  in  the  courts  of  juf- 
jtice,  calculated  to  produce  any  effential  bend- 
fij,  muft  materially  infringe  the  privileges  gf 

the 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  JUSTICE.  £47 

the  nobles,  and  countcrad  the  national  preju- 
dices, the  moft  ufeful  code  can  fcarcely  expeOi 
to  receive  the  fandlion  of  the  diet 

The  laws  relating  to  debtors  are  as  follow. 
The  creditor  proceeds  againft  the  debtor  at  his 
own  expence  5  and,  until  the  trial  is  finifhed, 
allows  him  eight  grofchens,  or  three  halfpence, 
a  day  for  his  maintenance  5  when  the  debt  is 
proved,  the  creditor  is  releafed  from  the  above 
mentioned  contribution :  the  debtor  continues 
in  prifon,  at  the  difcretion  of  his  creditor,  un- 
til the  debt  is  difcharged ;  and,  if  he  has  no 
means  of  fubfiftence,  is  obliged  to  maintaia 
himfelf  by  working  with  the  delinquents  in 
cutting  wood,  fawing  ilonci  or  cleaning  the 
ftreets. 

In  cafe  a  gentbman  contrads  a  debt,  an 
adion  lies  againfl  his  lands  and  goods,  and  not 
againft  his  perfbn,  unlefs  he  gives  a  note  of 
hand  with  a  double  lignature,  one  intended 
as  an  alcertainment  of  the  debt,  the  other  as  a 
renunciation  of  his  exemption  from  arrefts  j 
but  a  perfon  of  high  diftindion,  even  though 
he  fhould  bind  himfelf  by  this  engagement, 
can  bid  defiance  to  all  danger  of  imprifonmeat^ 


CHAP. 
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Diparture  from  Warfaw.— Bialiiftock. — £«- 
tertainment  at  the  countefs  of  Branifki  x  pa^ 
/ace.-^jpfuuiy  0/  ljithvk3.uh.^^^Iis  union  with 
Fohnd.-^-^D^/iriptwn  of  Grodna.-«— D/V/j*. — 
Phyjk  garden. — General produSions  of  Lithu- 
ania.— Account  of  the  IVild^ox. — Of  the  Rt-^ 
miz  and  its  pendent  neJi.'-^ManufaSiures,'-^ 
Enterta^nments.^^Hofpitaiity  of  the  Poles»~ 
EleHion  dinner  j  and  ball. 

XSeFORE  vfc  quitted  Warfaw  we  received 
another  inftance  of  his  majefty's  wonderful 
condefcenfioh,  a  letter  written  with  hid  own 
hand  to  the  poft-mafter  at  Gtodno^  ordering 
that  we  flioiild  teeeive  every  accommodatiorn 
which  could  be  procured,  and  that  we  fhould 
be  permitted  to  vifit  the  manufa<Sures  and 
every  obje^  of  curiofity. 

We  quitted  the  Capital  on  the  icth  of  Ah- 
guft,  croffed  the  Viftula,  and  paffed  throtigb 
the  iuburbs  of  Praga.  About  an  £ngli(fa  mile 
from  WarfaW  a  foreft  begins,  and  continues, 
with  little  interruption,  to  the  diHance  of 
eighteen  miles.  At  Wengrow  we  obfervfcd  a 
fine  corps  of  Ruffian  troops  quartered  in  the 
village.  Some  of  the  places  in  our  route, 
though  extremely  wretched,  enjoyed  their  own 
police  and  courts  of  juftice :  they  confifted  of 
wooden  huts,  moftly  thatched,  fome  roofed 
with  wood,  and  a  few  with  tiles.  The  coun- 
try wa§  chiefly  fandy  and  leyel  until  we  ar- 
rived 


a  VI.    B  I  A  L  L  I  ST  O  C  JK.      «4^ 

rived  at  the  Bog,  which  we  crdffed  at  Graft  s 
the  river  was  broad  and  Ihallow.  We  afcend* 
ed  from  its  banks  a  fmail  rife,  and  found  a 
better  foil,  and  the  country  more  diverfifiedi 
The  road  was  not  unpleafant,  running  through 
fields  fown  with  different  fpccies  of  corn^ 
hemp,  and  flax ;  but  we  never  loft  fight  of  thri 
foreft,  and  always  faw  it  ikirting  the  horizon; 
In  many  places  I  obferved  the  wood  encroach- 
ing upon  the  Adds,  and  young  trees  fbooting 
up  in  great  numbers  wherever  cultivation 
had  been  negleQed.  I  was  informed  that  this 
is  the  cafe  in  moft  parts  of  Poland,  many  traca 
of  former  enclofures,  and  even  the  veftiges  of 
paved  ftreets  being  difcemible  in  the  centre  of 
the  forefts.  ^ 

The  largeft  place  we  paiTed  through  was 
Bielik,  capital  of  the  palatinate  of  Podalachia^ 
where  the  dietine  for  the  diftrid  is  held :  it  is 
little  better  than  a  miferable  village,  though 
called  in  the  geographical  defcriptions  of  Po^ 
land,  a  large  town.  Between  Bielik  and 
Woytfzi  our  wheel  was  nearly  taking  fire,  and 
while  we  ftopped  at  a  fmall  village  to  have  it 
greafed,  I  entered  feveral  cottages,  which  I 
found  infinitelyworfe  even  than  thofe  wretch-f 
ed  dwellings  which  I  had  before  examined  in 
the  towns  where  the  inhabitants  were  more 
free ;  in  the  latter  we  obferved  furniture  and 
fome  conveniences ;  in  thefe  nothing  but  the 
bare  walls.  The  peafants  were  pcrfedl  flaves^ 
and  their  ^habitations  and  appeirance  corre- 
fponded  with  their  miferable  fituation :  I  could 
fcarcely  have  figured  to  myfelf  fuch  objc<5i8  of 
povorty  and  raifcry.     The  country  we  traverfi 

ed 
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ed from  Warfaw  to  Bialliftock  was  in  general 
iandy  5  but  in  ibmc  places  the  foil  was  very- 
rich.  All  parts  were  fit  for  cultivation,  and 
many  fpots  had' the  appearance  of  great  ferti-^ 
lity.  We  remarked,  however,  that  the  har- 
veft,  even  in  the  moft  fruitful  trads,  was  but 
indifTerent  5  a  circumftance  evidently  owing  to 
the  defeat  in  hufbandry. 
;^  We  arrived  late  in  the  evening  at  Biallif- 
tock, a  very  neat  and  well-built  town.  The 
ftreets  were  broad,  and  the  houfes,  which 
were  in  general  plaftered,  ftood  detached  from 
each  other  at, uniform  diftances.  The  fupe- 
rior  neatnefs  of  Bialliftock  is  owing  to  the  il- 
luftrious  family  of  Braniiki,  whofe  palace 
flands  clofe  to  the  town,  and  who  have  con- 
tributed to  ornament  their  place  of  refidence. 
It  belongs  to  the  countefs  Braniiki,  fitter  of 
the  prefent  king,  and  widow  of  the  late  great 
general  Braniiki;  who,  notwithfianding  this 
alliance,  warmly  protefted  againft  the  eledion 
of  his  prefent  majeib^. 

The  morning  after  our  arrival,  the  coun- 
teis,  to  whom  we  had  a  letter  from  prince 
Staniflaus  Poniatouiki,  honoured  us  with  a 
moft  polite  invitation  to  dinner,  and  fent  her 
carriage  to  convey  us  to  the  palace.  We 
were  moft  politely  received  by  our  noble  hof- 
tefs,  and  were  convinced  from  her  slmiable 
manners,  condefcending  behaviour,  and  lively 
flow  of  converfation,  that  afikbility  and  good 
fenfe  are  natural  to  the  family  of  Ponia- 
towiki. 

We  found  a  large  company  ailembled  at 
table,  whom  the  countefs  had  invited  to  par* 

take 
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take  of  her  hofpitable  boards  which  was  dew 
gantly  fupplied  with  every  delicacy.  Among 
other  topics,  the  converfation  turned  upoa 
our  mode  of  travelling  through  a  country  fo 
poor  and  wretched,  and  fo  deficient  in  com- 
fortable accommodations.  "  I  fuppofe,"  faid 
a  Polifli  gentleman,  ^*  you  carry  your  beds 
"  with  you  j"  to  which  we  replied  in  the  ne- 
gative. "  How  do  you  fleep  then  ?"  "  Upon 
*^  flraw,  when  we  can  get  it ;  and,  when  wc 
^  are  not  fo  fortunate,  upon  the  floor,  upon 
*^  a  bench,  or  upon  a  table.''  "  You  take^ 
^*  your  provifions,"  returned  the  Pole. — "  Ve- 
"  ry  feldom." — ^^  How  do  you  live  then  ?'*— 
^*  Upon  what  we  can  procure:  one  of  our 
^^  fervants  is  fent  before,  and  generally  con-f 
**  t rives  to  obtain  fome  kind  of  provifion, 
^*  which  may  footh  if  not  fatisfy,  the  demands 
"  of  hunger  •,  but  we  have  travelling  appe- 
^^  tites,  and  are  not  faftidious/*— ^*  You  are 
"  not,  however,  without  knives,  forks,  and 
**  fpoons  ;  for  fuch  conveniencies  are  not 
^^  known  among  the  peafants/* — ^^  We  each 
**  of  us  carry  a  clafp--knife ;  are  now  and  then 
*^  fo  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  a  wooden 
*^  Ipoon  5  and  never  regret  the  want  of  a 
*^  fork/'  Here  our  noble  hoftefs  made  a  pro- 
pofal  to  fupply  us^  with  knives,  forks,  and 
fpoons,  together  with  wine  and  provifion: 
upon  our  declining  this  otfer,  fhe  pleafantly 
replied,  ^^  Perhaps  you  are  above  accepting 
**  thenf ;  I  know  the  Englifli  are  very  haugh- 
^*  ty ;  will  you  purchafe  them  ?"  We  made 
anfwer,  that  we  were  not  afraid  of  laying  our- 
selves under  any  obligations  to  a  perfon  of 

her 
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her  politeneis  and  generofity;  bnt  that  the 
objed  of  our  travels  was  to  gratify  curioiity 
xatber  than  appetite ;  and  that  we  thought 
ourfelves  mofi  likely  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  domefiic  ceconomy  of  the  peafants, 
by  partaking  of  their  accommodations^  and 
by  relying  on  them  for  the  fupply  of  our 
wants.  Willing,  however,  not  to  appear  rude 
in  a  rejedion  of  the  whole  offer,  we  accepted 
a  few  bottles  of  wine. 

The  countefs  did  us  the  honour  to  condufS 
us  herfelf  through  the  apartments  of  the  pa- 
lace, which  is  a  large  building  in  the  Italian 
tafte;  and,  on  account  of  its  grandeur  and 
magnificence,  generally  called  the  Verfailles 
•of  Poland.  It  was  formerly  only  a  royal 
hunting  feat ;  John  Cafimir  gave  it,  together 
with  Bialliftock  and  other  efiates,  to  Czarni- 
^fki,  a  general  highly  diflinguifhed  by  his  vic- 
tories over  the  Swedes  at  the  time  that  Poland 
was  nearly  crufhed  by  her  enemies.  Among 
the  curioiities  preferved  in  the  palace  is  a 
golden  cup,  which  Czarniefki  ufed  after  the 
cufiom  of  tbofe  times  to  wear  faftened  to  his 
girdle;  and  an  embroidered  fafh  which  he 
took  among  the  fpoiis  after  a  defeat  of  Char- 
les X.  and  fuppofed  to  belong  to  that  mo* 
narch.  Czarniefki  left  one  daughter,  who 
married  Branifki  the  father  of  the  late  great 
general,  by  which  marriage  the  eftate  came 
into  that  family.  There  is  one  apartment 
which  Auguftus  III.  ufed  to  occupy  whenever 
he  paffed  this  way  to  the  diet  of  Gf odno ;  and 
which,  out  of  refpeft  to  the  memory  of  their 
late  fovereign,  is  left  in  its  Qiiginal  ftate.    In 

another 
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another  room  is  a  fine  portrait  of  Auguftus 
in  his  roj^al  robes^  with  his  hi^ad  fliaved  in  the 
Polifh  fafhion,  as  he  appeared  on  the  da^ 
of  his  coronation.  In  the  aftcrnboa  we  drove 
about  the  park  and  grounds,  which  are  very 
exteniive,  and  elegantly  laid  out  in  the  Bnglifh 
tafte. 

\  We  clofed  this  agreeable  day  with  a.  fuppcf 
at  the  palace,  ami  took  leave,  with  regret,^  of 
its  amiable  and  noble  niiftrefs. 

Auguft  13.  We  fet  off  early  from  Biallii^ 
tock :  for  fome  way  we  tra^verfed  a  continued 
foreii ;  afterwards  the  country  became  1x100% 
open,  abounding  with  cord  and  paflute ;  the 
towns  and  villa^s  were  long  and  ftrag^ingj 
all  the  houles,  and  even-  the  churches^  6f 
wood ;  crouds  of  beggars  furrounded  our  car4 
riage  whenever  we  flopped  ;  Jews  made  their 
appearance  without  end.  About  four  wc  ar^* 
rived  at  Grodno;  we  firft  paffed  through 
ibmc  wretched  fuburbs  inhabited  by  Jews^ 
and  ferried  over  the  Niemen,  which  is  broad, 
clear,  and  fhallow,  afcended  the  rifing  banks, 
and  came  to  the  town,  which  is  buiH  upon  an 
eminence  overlooking  the  river. 

Though  Vilna  is  the  capital,  yet  GrbdiK)  i$ 
efleemed  the  principal  town  in  LitHuaniia.  :   ' 

Formerly  Lithuania  was  entirely  uncon- 
nedled  with  Poland,  and  was  governed  by  its 
own  fovereigns  under  the  title  of  great- 
<lukes.  From  that  rivalry,  which  ufually  ful> 
fifts  between  contiguous  ftates,  the  two  nati- 
ons were  engaged  in  a  feries  of  perpetual  wars 
until  1386,  when  the  great-duke  Ladiflaus 
Jaghellon,  having  efpovjfed  Hedwige  and  em-r 

braced 
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braced  the  Chrifiian  ieligion»  was  raifed  to 
the  Poliih  throne^  and  reigned  over  both 
oonntries. 

Ladiilaus  fbon  became  fo  (incere  a  convert 
to  the  new  religion,  which  he  at  firft  adc^ted 
from  interefled  views,  that  he  endeavoured 
to  propagate  its  dodrines  among  his  idola- 
trous fubjedls  in  Lithuania.  In  fubferviency 
to  this  great  work,  he  ordered  the  hallowed 
groves  to  be  cut  down,  the  oracular  fhrine  to 
be  deftroyed,  the  facred  fire  to  be  extinguifhed, 
and  the  ferpents  worfhipped  as  Gods,  by  his 
fuperftitious  fubjefts  to  be  ilain.  A  belief 
univerfally  prevailed  among  the  people,  that 
whoever  profanely  attempted  to  deftroy  thefe 
objed&  of  their  worihip,  would  be  ftruck  with 
infiantaneous  death  :  when  the  falfity  of  this 
tradition  was  proved  by  the  impunity  of  thoie 
concerned  in  the  fuppofed  facrilege,  the  Li- 
thuanians flocked  in  fuch  crouds  to  be  con- 
verted, that  the  priefts  could  only  beftow  fe- 
parate  baptifm  on  perfons  of  diftindlion  ; 
but  diilributed  the  multitude  in  ranks,  and, 
fprinkling  them  with  water,  gave  one  chrif- 
tian  name  to  each  rank  without  didinftion 
of  fex*.  Ladiflaus  having  thus  introduced 
the  Chriftian  religion  into  Lithuania,  nomina- 
ted 
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*  **  JEgt^  gens  Barbara  majorom  fuorum  religiones  relinque- 
bat.  Sed  cum  jufTu  regis  facer  ignis  extin£tus,  templum  ari- 
**  que  eius  diruta  Sc  adytum,  unde  oracula  i.  facerdote  edeban- 
V  tur,  everfum  Vilnae  eiTet,  necatique  ferp^ntes,  &  fuccifi  luci 
**  nulla  cujufquam  Isefione/'  &c.  &c. 

**  Sed  cum  immenii  laboris  eiTet  iingulos  facro  fonte  tingere, 
**  nobilioribus  tantum  hie  honor  habitus  :  reliquum  vero  vulgus 
**  turmatim  diflributum,  aqud  luftrali  five  facri  a  facerdotibus 
*'  confperfum  eft>  unumque  nomen  cuique  terms  tarn  viro'rum 
**  quim  cQulierum  indiivm."    Cromer,  p*  368. 
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ted  his  brother  Cafimir  Skirgello  governor  of 
that  duchy,  and  returned  to  Poland ;  but  a 
civil  w^ar  being  excited  by  the  ambition  of 
Alexander,  furnamed  Vitoldus,  and  by;  the 
difcontents  of  the  people/  ilill  attached  to 
their  Pagan  rites,  Lithuania  was  for  Tome 
time  a  :  fcene  of  tumult  and  hoftility*  At 
length,  by  a  compromife  in  1392,  Vitoldus 
.Was  appointed  great-duke,  and  Ladiilaus  con* 
tented  himfclf  with  a .  refervation  of  nominal 
fovereignty.  '.     .  j 

In  1 40 1  the  nobles  of  Lithuania  aflembled 
at  Vilna,  dnd  entered  upon  an  oiFen^ve  and 
defeniive  alliance,  with  the  king  andirepublic 
x)f  Poland,  .:    , .       , 

In  1 41 3  it  was  ftipulated,  in.ajdict  of  PoIe« 

and  Lithuanians  held  in  th^*cfw^  pfrHrodlo^ 

thatv  upon  the  demife  of  Vitj^ljlus^  (he  Lithu^ 

^anians  fhould  acknowledge-  no  other  greati- 

duke  but  the  perfon  whd  ^as  appointed  by 

»the  king,  and  with  the  agreement  of  the  two 

•nations  ;  that,  in  cafe  Ladillau»  died  without 

iffue,  the  Poles  fhould  eled  no  king,  without 

the confent. of  Yatoldus  and  the  Lithuanians) 

and  that  a  diet,  compofed  of  reprefentative* 

from  both  nations,  fhould  meet .  whenever  it 

cwas  thought  necelTary,  at  Lublin  or  Parzow  \ 

-From  the  demife  of  Vitoldus,  who  expired 

in  1439  ^^  *^^  ^^^^  y^^^  of  his  age,  the  great*- 

dukes  were  fbmetimes,  in  conformity  tp  this 

compadt,  nominated  by  the  kings  of  Poland; 

at  other  times,  in  violation  of  it,  by  the  Li- 

-thuanians.    At  length  Sigifmond  L  fortunately 

-united  in  his  perfon  the  two  fovereignties,  and 

was 

*  Dlugoflius  &  Cromer. 
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was  ibcceeded  in  faotii  by  Ins  fan  Sigifmnnd 
Augnftus. 

Hitherto  the  cosme&ioa  between  the  fwp 
nations  had  been  more  an  aUiance  thaw  9n 
union;  but  Sigifmond  Angnfhis  having  no 
children,  and  being  the  only  funriving  male 
lieir  of  the  Jag^Uon  £unily,  f^anncd  the 
nnicni  of  Poland  and  Lithuania,  left  upon  his 
deceafe  the  connexion  fhould  be  diiSblved, 
and  the  two  nations  be  again  governed  by 
different  princes.  After  ibme  difficulties,  and 
being  once  fruftrated  in  his  attempt,  he  ob- 
tain^, from  a  general  diet  hdd  at  LuUih  in 
1 569,  that  Poland  and  Lidinania  ifaould  fix>m 
henceforth  be  united  and  confidered  as  one 
nation ;  that  one  ibveneign  fhoold  be  chofen 
conjointly  \»  both  people  ^  that  the  Lithuania- 
«ns'fhotfId  (end  n^ntios  to  the  general  diet,  be 
,  admitted  into  die  fenate,  and  have  an  equal 
ihare  in  the  public  honours  and  employ- 
ments ;  that  no  aUiance  fhould  be  made  with 
foreign  powers,  and  no  embafladoxs  difpatch- 
ed  without  the  confent  of  both  parties ;  that 
the  fame  money  fbcmld  pafs  current  in  both 
countries  ;  in  mort,  that  they  fhould  have  no 
diftindtion  of  privilege  or  intereft*  Upon  the 
ratification  of  this  union,  Sigifmond  Augufhis 
renounced  all  hereditary  right  to  Lithuar- 
nia^.  Prom  this  period  the  fame  perfon  has 
been  uniformly  eleded  king  6i  PolaiKi  and 
great-duke  of  Lithuania  ;  and  the  two  nations 
have  been  incorporated  into  one  republic  *• 

Grodno  is  a  large  and  ilraggling  place,  but 
contains  no  more  than  3000  Chriflians,  ex- 
cluding 

•  Lengnich,  Jus  Pub.  v.  I.  p.  30  to  33. 
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eluding  the  perfons  employed  in  the  manufeo 
turcs,  and  looo  Jews.  It  has  greatly  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  town  in  decline ;  coritainine  a 
mixture  of  wretched  hovels,  falling  houles, 
and  ruined  palaces^  with  magnificent  gate- 
ways, remains  of  its  ancient  fplendour.  A  few 
habitations  in  good  repair  make  the  contraft 
more  ilriking. 

The  old  palace  in  which  the  kings  ufed  tp 
reiide  during  the  diets,  ilood  upon  an  bill  of 
iand  rifiqg  abruiptly  from  the  river,  and  form-* 
ing  part  of  its  bank :  fome  remains  of  the  an«- 
cient  walls  flill  exiil.  Oppofite  to  this  hill  i^ 
the  new  palace,  built,  but  never  inhabite4, 
by  Auguftus  III.  as  it  was -not  finiflied  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  In  this  palace  are -the 
apartments  wherein  ihe  diets  are  held,  pr  ra- 
ther will  be  held,  if  they  are  ever. again  fum.- 
moned  to  Grodno.  According  to  the  treaty  lof 
Hrodlo,  Lublin,  pr  Parzow,  or  any  other 
more  commodious  town,  w^as  appointed  fx 
the  meeting  of  the  Polifhanti  Lithuanian, de* 
j)uties ;  but  in  the  articles  of  union  it  was  iki-^ 
pulated,  that  Warfaw  ihould  be  ^the  placp 
where  the  reprefentativqs  of  the  two  natiqaj 
were  to  affemble*.  In  1673,  as  we  have  a)[^ 
ready  obferved,  it  was  enaded,- that  ey.exy 
third  diet ;  Ihquld  be  held  at  Gvoi^p ;  apd,!,  in 
•conformity  to  this  law,  the  firft  national  ai^ 
.fembly  was  convened  here  in.  1678  under  Johjp 
Sobiefki.  But  when  the  next  turn  of  Grodjup 
{arrived,  that  monarch  fummon^d  the  diet;  to 
Warfaw :   the  Lithuanians  Arongly  pppofed 

VoL.L  S  this 

« 

•  Lcngnich,  JusPub.  v.  II.  p^  jij,  ^c. 
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this  infringement  of  their  rights ;  and  their 
deputies,  inftead  of  proceeding  to  Warfaw, 
where  the  king,fenate,  and  nnntios  of  Poland 
were  met,  repaired  to  this  town,  and  formed 
ai^parate  diet.  In  order  to  prevent  a  civil 
War,  which  this  divifion  might  occafion,  a  ne- 
gotiation took  place,  and  it  was  at  length  fet* 
tied,  that  the  diet  of  1673  ihould  affemble  at 
WarfaW,  but  be  called  the  diet  of  Grodno, 
atid  that  the  marfhal  fhould  be  chofen  from 
\he  Lithuanian  ntkntios*.  From  that  time 
the  diets  have  been  occafionalljr  liimmoned  to 
Grodno  j '  lihtil  the  reign  of  his  prefent  majef^ 
*ty,  when  they  have  been  uniformly  held  at 
Warfkw ;  and  this  innovation  has  been  ta* 
tntly  agreed  to  by  the  Lithuanians,  on  account 
of  the  diftance'of  this  town  from  the  royal  re^ 
lidence,  as  well  as  in  confidferation  of  the  trou*- 
\Aes  which  cbhvulfed  the  country; 
*  '..We  carried  a  letter  of  tecortnieftdation  to 
3V^r.  Gillibert,  ^  Frbiich  natufalift  of  great 
leartiing  and  abilities,  who  has  the  fuperinten- 
derice  of  the.  college  and  phyfic  garden.  The 
icing  of  Poland  has  eftabliihed  in  this  place  a 
'Royal  Academy  of  Phyfic  for  Lithuania,  in 
'which  ten  ftudents  are  inftruded  in  phyfic, 
knd  twenty  in  furgery.  They  ate  all  lodged, 
tbarded,  and  taught  at  his  majefly's  expertce*: 
an  inftitutibn  that  refleds  the  higheft  honour 
upon  the  king,  arid  which  has  greatly  flourifh* 
ed  under  the  toyal  pattonage  dhd  protediiOfi. 
l^he  phyfic  garden,  which  did  not  eiift  in 
•1776,  made,  v^eti  Ipafled  through' the  I6wn 
in    1778,   a    very    refpedable    appearance; 

. .  ,  ,      which, 

*  Vic  de  Sobiciki,  p.  i^^ 
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Which  was  entirely  owing  to  Mn  Gillibert'i 
attention  and  care.  It  contained  1500  ex- 
otics, amoiigft  which  were  feveral  delicate 
American  plants  fown  in  the  open  air,  and 
which  thrived  remarkably  well  in  this  cli- 
mate;- :  Mr.  Gillibert  told  me,  that  he  had  dif- 
covered  200  fpecies  of  plants  in  Lithuania^ 
which  were  only  thought  indigenous  in  Sibe^ 
iria,  Tartaiy,  and  Sweden;  and  that  in  the 
whole  duchy  he  had  obferved  980  fpecies,  ex* 
^lufive  of  the  forts  comnion  to  moft  countries 
in  Europe. 

Mr.  Gillibferl  had  lately  formed  a  fmall  coU 
ledion,  chiefly  confifting  of  the  produdions 
of  Lithuania ;  and  was  employed  in  arrange 
iiig  materials  for  a  natural  hiftory  of  this 
duchy :  he  propofes  to  begin  his  publications 
upon  that  fubjcd  with  a  F/ora  Litbuanica.\ 
which  will  be  fubccflliYely  followed  hf  an  ac-^^ 
count  df  the  mineralogy,  infeds,  quadrupeds, 
and  birds;  Confidering  the  iiifaht  flate  of 
natural  knowledge  in  this  coimtry,  the  defigii 
iwiU  require  great  ^length  of  time  and  perfet* 
vecance  before  it  is  completed;  ,but  there  is 
-fiDthing  which  alSduity  and  attentioh  will  not 
efFcft^  :^ 

The  animals  fovirig  in  ttie  bdnndlel^  forefts 
of  Lithuania  are  the  bear,  the  wolf,  the  elk,  the 
wild-ox,  the  lynx,  the  beaver,  the  gloiiton,  the 
wild-cat,  &C. 

At  Grodno  1  had  ah  opjiortuhity  of  feeing  a 
female  of  the  wild-o5c,  probably  the  fame 
quadruped  which  is  defcribe(i  by  Ariftotle  un- 
der the  name  of  BonafUs^  ftyled  Urus  in  the 
Gommentaties  0^  Caefar,  and  called  Bifon  by 
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ibme  naturalifis.  That  which  fell  under  my 
obfefvation  was  not  full  grown,  about  the  fixe 
of  a  common  Englifh  cow,  fhaped  like  a  buf- 
falo, but  without  the  protuberance  over  its 
ihouhlers :  its  neck  was  high  and  thick,  and  co* 
vered  with  long  hair,  or  mane,  which  fringed 
down  the  throat  and  breafi,  and  hung  almoii 
to  the  ground,  fomewhat  refembling  that  of 
an  old  lion ;  the  forehead  was  narrow,  with 
two  horns  turning  inwards  *,  and  the  tongue 
of  a  bluifh  colour.  The  male,  as  we  were  in- 
formed, is  fometimes  fix  feet  in  height,  and  is 
more  fierce  and  fhaggy  than  tlie  female. 

Linnaeus  has  clafiTed  the  Bonafus^  the  Urus^ 
and  the  Bijbn  (probably  the  fame  animal  with 
dififei'ent  names)  under  three  fpecies ;  Bufiba 
reduces  them  to  two,  the  Urus  and  the  Bf/bn^ 
and  Pennant  has  comprifed  them  all  under  one 
fpecies  *f-.  His  opinion  ha&  been  lately  adopt- 
ed by  Pallas,  in  a  very  curious  di^rtation 
published  in  the  AQs  of  the  Imperial  Academy 
of  Sciences,  of  St.  Pe terfburgh.  That  celebrate- 
ed  naturalifi  informs  us,  that  this  fpecies  of 
the  wild-^ox,  which  was  formerly  very  com- 
mon in  Europe,  exifls  no  where  in  that  conti- 
nent, but  in  thefe  Lithuanian  forefls,  in  ibme 
parts  of  the  Carpathian  mountains,  and  per- 
haps 

*  Ariflotle  defcribes  tbe  hortis  of  the  Bonafut  as  yaifo^m  ntu 
ntKafifU9»  w^  a^Xi}^«>  **  crooked  and  bending  tonvards  each  other.*'  A 
circumftance  which  feems  to  have  puzzled  fome  naturalilts  who 
bave  commented  upon  Ariftotle,  who  did  not  confider  that  tbe 
figure  of  the  horns  varies  exceedinglj  in  the  fame  fpecies,  in  a 
wild  or  tame  ftate,  and  cannot  be  admitted  as  forming  a  fpecific 
difference.  See  Arift.  Hjfl.  Anim.  L.  IX.  c.  45.  alfo  Camus  Hift. 
dcs  Aniroaux  cited  in  Maty's  Review  for  April,  1785,  p.  jia.&c 

f  Sjflema  Naturae.  Buifoo's  Hift.  Nat.  Pennant's  Hift.  of 
Quad.  p.  i5»         ^  ' 
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haps  in  the  Caucafus.  He  agfces  alfo  ^ith 
BufFon,  in  holding  the  bifon  or  wild-ox  of 
America  to  be  only  a  variety  of  this  urus 
changed  by  the  climate  *. 

Lithuania  is  very  rich  in  ornithology:  a- 
mong  the  birds  of  prey  the  eagle  and  vulture 
are  very  common.  The  Remiz  -f-  or  little  fpe- 
cies^  of  titmoufe,  called  Par&s  Pendulinusy  is 
not  unfrequently  found  in  thefe  parts.  They 
are  of  the  fmalleft  fpecies  of  titmice.  The 
head  is  of  a  very  pale  bluifli  afh  colour  j  the 
forepart  of  the  neck  and  the  breaft  tinged  with 
red  j  the  belly  white;  wings  black;  back  and 
rump  of  a  yellowifli  ruft  colour  ;  quill  feathers 
cinereous,  with  the  exterior  fides  white;  the 
tail  ruft-coloured.  The  male  is  Angularly  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  the  female  by  a  pair  of  black 
pointed  whifkers. 

Its  nefi  is  in  the  ihape  of  a  long  purfe, 
which  it  forms  with  amazing  art,  by  inter- 
weaving down,  gofs-a-mer,  and  minute  fibres, 
in  a  clofe  and  compact  manner,  and  then  lin- 
ing the  infide  with  down  alone,  fb  as  to  make 
a  fnug  and  warm  lodge  for  its  young  brood. 
The  entrance  is  at  the  fide,  fmall  and  round, 
with  its  edge  more  ftrongly  marked  than  the 
reft  of  this  curious  fabric :  the  bird,  attentive 
to  the  prefervation  of  its  eggs  or  little  ones 
from  noxious  animals,  fufpends  it  at  the  lefTer 
end  to  the  extremity  of  the  (lender  twig§  of 
a  willow,  or  fome  other  tree,  over  a  river. 

Contrary 

*  Surlc  Boffled  Queue  de  cheval  in  Nov.  A61.  Pet.  177 1.  Pari 
II.  p.  23.2*  &c.  Alfo  in  bis  Neue  Nord.  Bejrrsige,  p.  2. 

f  I  am  indebted  to  tbat  able  natufaiift,  Mr.  Pennant,  for  tkis 
defcription  of  the  Remiz, 
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Contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  titmice,  it  lays  only. 
four  or  five  eggs :  poffibly  Providence  hath  or-^ 
dained  this  fcantinefs  of  eggs  to  the  RemiXj 
bccaufe  by  the  Angular  inftin^fl  imparted  to  it^ 
it  is  enabled  to  fecure  its  young  much  more 
cfFedually  from  deftruftion,  than  the  other 
fpecies,  which  are  very  prolific. 

Mr.  Gillibert  acquainted  me  that  5  great 
quantity  of  yellow  amber  is  frequently  dwg  up 
in  the  Lithuanian  forefts,  fbmetimes  in  pieces 
as  l^rge  as  one's  fift,  and  that  it  is  probably, 
the  production  of  a  fmall  refinous  pine  ^.  He 
informed  me  that  the  dychy  abounds  in  iron, 
cere,  called  by  Linnaeus  Tophus  humojo  ochre^ 
aceusj  and  defcribed  by  Walleri\is  "f  \inder  the 
article  of  Ferrum  limofum  which  produces  forty, 
pounds  of  metal  in  an  hundred  weight ;  that 
it  yields  alfo  feveral  fpecies  of  copper  and  iron 
pyrites ;  black  agate,  which  always  bears  a  re-» 

f^mbla^ce 

^  Naturallfts  have  l<)ng  dif&red  concerning  ike  oi^igin  of  am- 
ber. Some  maintain  it  to  be  ah  animal  fiibftance  ;  others  clafs 
It  among  the  minerals;  ibme  afTert,  that  it  is  a  vegetable  oil' 
united  with  a  mineral  acid  •  but  t^e  moft  common  opinion 
I'eems  to  be  that  it  is  a  foflil  bitumen.  A  few,  wirh  Mr.  Gilli- 
bert, hold  it  to  be  the  refinous  juice  of  a  pine  hardened  bjr  age: 
this  latter  opiniph  was  alfo  maint2(ioed  by  the  antient  Romans. 
Amber  is  mok,  ufually  found  upon  the  fea  coaft,  and  though  fre- 
quently difcovered  feveral  feet  beneath  the  fur  face  of  the 
ground,  yet  has  been  fuppofed  to  have  never  beien  dug  up  at 
any  conlideral^le  diftance  from  the  fea  j  a  circumftaace  ^hicb. 
has  led  feveral  naiuralifts  to  conje£ture,  that  it  owes  in  a  great 
meafute,  its'produ^ion  to  the  fea.  But  this  hypothefis  is  con- 
futed by  the  difcovery  of  ihefe  large  pieces  of  amber  io  tl^e 
heart  of  the  Lithuanian  forefts  far  from  any  fea.  See  Plin. 
Hfft.  Nat.  L.  37.  Sec.  XI.  Tacitus,  de  Mor.  Germ.  MacquaireV 
Chymiftry,  v.  II.  p.  206.  Bifhop  of  Landafr's  (Dr.  WatfonX 
EiTays  on  Chym.  V.  III.  p.  12,  and  particularly  Walkrius  Syft.' 
Min.  V.  II.  p.  115 — 1 17,  where  the  reader  will  find  a  lift  of  tie 
principal  naturalifts,  who  have  written  upon  Aftiber. 

t  Walierius,  Syf.  Min.  v.  II.  p.  255. 
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fen>blance  to  the^  roots  of  pin^s  J  j  detached> 
mailes  of  red  ai^d  grey  granite  j  pudding  ftopes- 
containing  chryftals  of  white  quartz;  the 
echinus  agatized;  a  prodigious  quantity  of 
falf^  precious  ftones,  particularly  amethyfts, 
topazes^  garnets^  alfb  ch^loedpniea,  cornelians, 
milky  agates,  the  oculus  catti^  or  cat's  eye, 
jafpers,  and  particularly  the  red  fpecies.  He 
added,  that  Lithuania  was  exrremely  rich  in 
marine  petrefadions,  and  chiefly  in  thofe 
which  are  common  in  the  Baltic :  of  thefe  the^ 
madrepores  are  the  moft  numerous,  and, 
amongft  others  the  Corallinum  Gotblandicum  is 
not  uncommon ;  which  is  defcribed  in  the  firfl 
volume  of  the  Anrosnitat^s  Academical  *  as  ex- 
tremely  rare. 

The  next  morning  we  viljlted  the  manufac- 
tures eft  a  blifhcd  by  the  king  in  1776.  They 
were  carrying  on  in  wooden  fheds,  built  by 
Auguftus  III.  for  ftables,  which  had  been  con- 
verted into  temporary  working  looms,  and 
dwelling'  houfes  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
manufadurers  j  the  wt^ol?  eilabUihment  was 

expedled 

%  Mr.  GJllibert  thus  defcribe^  thefe  agates  in  the  aftsof  the 
Imperial  Academy  of  Science?.  **  Mr.  Grllebert  dans  une  let- 
**  tre^  Mr.  P-rofeflTeur  Pallas,  parle  d'un^  petrification  tr^s  re- 
*'  mkrquable,  commune  dans  ce  pays  [Lithuania],  laquelle  eft 
•^  agathe  par  fa  nature,  mais  refemble  parfaitement  par  fa  for- 
"  me,  d  des  racines  de  fapin^  p^triB^es.  Les  racines  agaiif<6e8L 
*'.  font  band6e5  de  noir  autour<  de  leur  axe,  et  incru(l6es  d'une 
••  6corfe  grife  6u  blanchltre.  On  en  trouve  i  demi  petrifi6es  ;. 
^'  et  toutes  donnenc  une  odeur.  emp^reumatique  au  feu,  qui  pro* 
'*  vient  d'un  rede  d.e  prwcipe  t^iti^o^eneux.  D'Ailieurs  toutes 
**  les  petrifications  d*origine  marine  fe  trouvent  agatifees  dans  ce 
•*  pays  couvert  d'un  fable  fin,  dont  les  caux  peuvenl  extraire  un 
•*  principe  p6trifi«nt  dc  cette  nature."    Nov.  Aift.  Acad.  Pet. 

for  I.777*  P-  4S- 

*  P.  211. 
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expeded  to  be  foon  removed  to  Loflbn^,  a  vil- 
lisige  near  Grodno,  where  convenient  build- 
ings conftruding  at  his  majcfty*s  expence, 
were  nearly  iiniihed  for  that  purpofe. 

The  principal  manufadures  are  cloth  and 
eamblets,  linen  and  cottons,  filk  ftufis,  em- 
broidery, filk  ftockings,  hata,  lace,  fire  arms, 
needles,  cards,  bleaching  wax,  and  carriages. 
The  country  Furnifhes  fbfiicient  wool,  &.x, 
hemp,  beavers  hair,  and  wax  for  the  fupply  of 
the  manufadlures  which  employ  thofe  commo- 
dities ;  ^but  the  filk,  cotton,  iron,  colours,  gold 
and  filver  for  the  embroidery,  and  fine  thread 
&om  Bruffels  for  the  lace,  are  imported. 

The  manufadures  employ  3000  perfons, 
including  thofe  difoerfed  in  the  contiguous 
villages,  who  fpin  linen  and  worfted  thread. 
There  are  feventy  foreigners,  who  diredl  the 
different  branches ;  the  rqft  are  natives  belong- 
ing to  the  king's  demefncs. 

The  apprentices  are  boys  and  girls,  all  chil- 
dren of  Polifh  peafants,  who  are  clothed  and 
fed,  and  have  befides  a  fmall  allowance  in 
money.  The  diredors  complain  that  there  is 
no  emulation  among  them  ;  and  that  although 
they  are  better  fed  and  clothed  than  the  other 
peafants,  yet  they  cannot  excite  them  to  in- 
duflry  by  any  other  means  than  force.  Nor 
is  this  a  matter  of  wonder ;  for  as  they  fliU 
continue  in  a  flate  of  fervitude,  if  they  ac- 
quire any  unufual  profit,  and  carry  it  to  their 
parents,  they  are  apprehenfive  left  it  fhould 
be  taken  away  ;  it  having  frequently  happen- 
ed, that  any  little  pittance,  they  had  gained 
by  their  labour,  has  been  wrefted  from  them, 

in 
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in  order  to  pay  the  quit-rents  which  their  pa- 
rents owed  to  their  lords.  One  of  thefe  ap- 
prentices, more  flirewd  than  the  reft,  faid  to 
the  dire<ftor,  .who  was  trying  to  ftimulate  her 
imhaftry,  ^*  What  advantage  fliall  I  obtain  if 
^  I  follow  your  advice  ?  let  me  become  ever 
"  fo  ikilfut  in  my  trade,  I  Ihall  always  conti- 
**  nue  fubjedJ  to  my  mafter :  the  labour  will 
^  be  mine,  and  the  profits  his."  To  which 
obfervation  no  anfwer  could  be  given.  Moft 
of  them  appeared  with  fuch  a  fettled  melan- 
choly in  their  countenances,  as  made  my  heart 
ache  to  lee  them  j  and  it  was  eafy  to  perceive 
that  they  worked  from  compuluon,  and  not 
from  inclination.  As  fome  remedy  to  this  evil, 
it  has  been  propofed,  after  a  certain  term  of 
years,  to  give  liberty  to  thofe  who  particular- 
ly excel,  and  diftinguifh  themfelves  by  any  ex- 
traordinary exertions.  But  this  humane  pro- 
pofal  has  been  rejected,  from  a  notion  that 
fuch  perlbns,  wheti  once  made  free,  would  no 
longer  continue  to  work ;  and  that  by  thefe 
means  the  manufacSures  would  be  deprived 
of  their  beft  hands.  Though  this  inconveni- 
ence, however,  might  occafionally  take  place, 
yet  the  encouragement  of  fuch  a  regulation 
would  beget  alacrity  and  excite  induftry,  and 
would  therefore  create  a  greater  number  of 
artifts  than  it  would  emancipate.  It  would 
now  and  then  occafion  the  lofs  of  a  manufac- 
turer ;  but  would  difFufe  fuch  a  knowledge 
of  the  manufadure,  as  to  render  the  lofs  im- 
material. 

Thefe  manufadures  are  ftill  in  their  infan- 
cy, but  their  inftitution  refleQs  a  confidera- 

ble 
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ble  luflre  upon  his  majefiy's  reign ;  aqd  more 
particularly  as  his  attention  was  not  with-, 
drawn  from  them  during  the  civil  coaviiliions 
which  fo  lately  fhook  his  throne^ 

On  the  firft  evening  of  our  arrival  at  Grod-r 
no,  a  Polifh  nobleman,  to  whom  we  were  in-n 
troduced  by  Mr.  Gillibert,  invited  us  to  fup-. 
per  with  fuch  franknefs  and  cordiality,  that 
it  would  have  been  rudenefs  not  to  have  ac- 
cepted the  invitation.  After  an  hour's  con-i 
verfation,  he  Qonfigncd  us  to  the  care  of  his 
wife,  and  retired  ^  nor  did  he  again  make  his 
appearance  the  whole  evening.  This  feeming 
inattention,  fo  contrary  to  the  politenefs  of 
the  invitation,  occafioned  at  firft  fome  fur- 
prize  ;  but  we  afterwards  found  that  good 
.manners  equally  direded  his  behaviour  in 
both  thefe  inftances.  Having  before  our  ar* 
rival  invited  fome  Polifh  gentlemen  to  fup 
with  him  who  could  not  converfe  in  French, 
^nd  who  drank  freely,,  he  thought  juftly 
enough  that  we  (hould  pafs  a  more  agreeable 
evening  with  the  ladies.  We  had  a  fmall 
party  at  fupper,  which  was  cheerful  and 
agreeable,  for  the  Poles  are  a  very  lively  peor 
pie,  and  th^  WQm^n  in  gec^eral  aoviable  and 
well-bred. 

We  dined  the  following  day  with  Count 
Tyfenhftufen  vice-chancelloc  of  Li4;huania:  it 
was  an  ekdion-dinner  previous  to  th^  die^ 
tinje,  which  was.tjo  aflemble  at  Grodnp>,  in  or- 
der to  chufo.ther^pfefe^tatiyes  of  this  diftri6t 
for  the  approaching  diet.  There  were  eighty 
^  nobles  at  table,  all,  a  few  excepted,  in  their 
national  drefs,  and  with  their  heads  fhaved  in 

the 
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the  Polifli  faihion.    Before  dinnc^r  they  falu ted 
the  count  with  great  refpe(ft,  fome  kiffing  the 
hem  of  his  garment,  others  ftooping  down  and 
embracing  his  legs.     Two  ladies  were  at  ta-» 
ble,  and,  as  ftrangers,  we  had  the  poftof  bp-f 
nour  affigned  to  us,  and  were  feated  by  them. 
It  was  my  good  fortune  to  fit  next  to  one 
who  was  uncommonly  entertaining  and  agree-r 
able,  and  never  fuffered  the  converfation  to 
ilag.     After  dinner  feveral  toafls  went  round ; 
% — the  king  of  Poland— the  diet-^the  ladie$ 
who  were  prefent — a  good  journey  to  us,  &c. 
-The  matter  of  the  feaft  named  the  toaft,  filled 
a  large  glafs,  drank  it,  turned  it  downto  fliew 
that  it  was  empty,  and  theo  paffed  it  to  his 
pext  neighbour ;  from  whom.it  was  circulated 
in  fucceffion  and  with  the'  fame  ceremonies 
through  the  whole  company*    The  wine  was 
champagne,  the  gkfs  large,   and   the   toafts 
numerous  :  but  there  yras  no  obligation,  after 
the  firft  round,  to  fill  the  glafs  ;  it  was  only 
peceflary  to  pour  in  a  fmall  quantity  and  pafe 
the  toaft.     As  it  is  efteemed  a  kind  of  hofpi- 
tality  iu  Poland  to  circulate  the  wine  freely 
^mong  the  guefls,  my  fair  neighbour,  when  it 
was  my:  turn  to  drink  her  health,  propofed 
that  I  (hould  fill  a  bumper.     Though  1  had 
already  drank  one  in  honour  of  his  majefty, 
and  would  willjugly  have  declined  another,  I 
could  not  difobcy  th^  ordess  of  an  agreeable 
.\vpmapi  attd^did  tifee  f^me  homage  to  beauty 
that  I  had  beforp  -p^id  to  royalty.;    The  neift 
turn  was  thd  health  of  the  other  lady,  whiph 
my  fair  u^ighbotir  urged  me  to  do  iuftice  to 
ioW  fame  manner  i  but  \  ejjcijfed  myfelf  by 

iqtimatmg, 
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intiiiiatiiigtfaat  (he  akne  was  ddervmg  of  fbcli 
a  tribate. 

In  the  ercningthe  ooaiit  gatrc  m  a  ball  000^- 
doded  bjr  an  elegant  fupper.  The  ball  was 
lively  and  agreeaUe*  The  company  amuied 
diemielves  with  Polifli  and  En^fh  cxmntiy- 
dances :  the  former  was  fimple,  bnt  not  defi- 
eient  in  grace^  and  was  acoon^nnied  by  a 
moft  pleaiing  air  ;  the  ccMnpany  flood  in 
pairs ;  the  firft  man  led  his  partner  round  the 
room  in  a  kind  of  flep  not  much  unlike  that 
of  a  minuet,  he  then  quitted  her  hand,  made 
a  fmall  circle,  joined  hands  again,  and  re- 
peated the  fame  movements  until  the  conclu- 
fion«  The  fecond  couple  began  as  fbon  as 
the  firft  had  advanced  a  few  fteps,  and  was 
quickly  fi^lawed  by  the  remainder,  fo  that  all 
the  parties  glided  after  one  another  at  the 
fame  time.  The  Poles  are  very  fond  of  this 
dance :  although  it  has  little  variety,  they 
continued  it  for  half  an  hour  without  inter- 
million,  and  frequently  renewed  it  during  the 
courfe  of  the  evening.  The  intervals  be- 
tween this  national  dance  were  filled  with 
Englifh  country  dances,  which  they  perform- 
ed with  equal  expertnefs,  and  with  no  lefs 
delight.  An  elegant  fupper,  to  which  only  a 
felcd  party  was  invited,  agreeably  concluded 
the  entertainment  of  the  day. 

The  count  politely  prefled' us  to  continue 
fome  time  at  Grodno,  anfd*  V&  take  up  our  a- 
bode  in'  hishoufe  •,  but  as  we  were  defirous  of 
arriving  at  Pcterfburgh  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  winter,  we  declined  the  invitati- 
on^ which  we  ihould  otherwife  have  accepted 

with 
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with  the  greatefi  plcafurc.  Some  of  the  com- 
pany, however,  had  kindly  endeavoured  to 
detain  us  by  the  following  ftratagem:  they 
]H^ivatety  defired  the  coach-maker  employed 
in  mending  our  carriage  to  execute  the  com- 
miilion  in  a  dilatory  manner  ^  and  although 
we  had  accidentally  difcovered  this  prqjed^ 
yet  it  was  not  without  the  moft  urgent  re- 
monfirances  that  we  obtained  the  neceifaryi 
repairs.  In  order  to  fpara  our  acquaintance 
the  trouble  of  making,  and  ourfelves  the  pain 
of  rejcding,  dny  further  folicitations,  we 
thought  it  moft  expedient  to  fteal  away  in  the 
night  without  apprifing  anv  one  of  our  delign. 
It  was  our  intention  to  nave  gone  to  Vilna, 
but  as  this  was  the  time  of  elefting  nuntios, 
the  poftmafter  informed  us,  that  for.  want  of 
horfes  we  fhould  be  delayed  upon  the  road  at 
fome  wretched  vifiage  without  a  poflibility 
of  proceeding;  we  therefore,' very  unwilling- 
ly, altered  our  itotite,  to  pur '  great  difappoint- 
ment,  as  we  wifhed  much  to  have  vifited  the 
capital  of  Lithuania. 


GHAml* 
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C   H    A   P.      vn. 

Continuation  df  the  ioiir  through  tbi  duchy  of 
Lithuania. — Number  of  Jtws.—^Badnefs  of 
the  roads  and  tvant^  of  accommodations.^--^ 
Clofe  of  the  dietine  at  Mitlik. — Poverty  and 
nvretcbednefs  of  the  natives  .^-^Comparativi 
view  of  the  Swifs  and  Polifli  peqfants. — Re^ 
-  marks  oh  ibf^Vica,  Polonica. 

XN  our  route  tlirougli  Lithuania  we  coula 
not  avoid  being  flruck  with  the  fwarms  of 
Jews,  who,  though  verv  numerous  in  .every 
part  of  Poland,  leem  to  have  fixed  their  head- 
qja^rters  in  this  duchy*  If  you^ik.for  gin  iur 
tcrpreter,  they  bring  you  a  Jew  •  if  you  come 
to  an  inn,  the  landlord  is  a  Jew ;  if  you  want 
poft*horfes,  a  Jew  procures  them,  and  a  Jew 
drives  them  \  if  you  wifh  to  purchafe,  a  Jew 
is  your  agent :  and  this  perhaps  is  the  only 
country  in  Europe  where  Jews  Cultivate  th6 
ground :  in  paiiing  through  Lithuania,  we 
frequently  faw  them  engaged  in  fowing, 
reaping,  mowing,  and  other  works  of  HtiC* 
bandry. 

The  roads  in  this  country  are  quite  neg- 
Iccfled,  being  fcarcely  ftiperior  to  by-paths 
winding  through  the  thick  foreft  without  thef 
lead  degree  of  artificial  diredioii:  they  are 
frequently  fo  narrow  as  fcarcely  to  admit  a 
carriage ;  and  are  continually  fo  obftrudJed 
by  flumps  and  roots  of  trees,  and  in  many 
parts  fo  exceedingly  fandy,  that  eight  fmall 
horfes   could  fcarcely  drag,  us   along.     The 

poflillions 
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poft^lliotis  were  frequently  boys  of  ten  of 
twelve  years  of  age,  hardy  lads,  who  rode 
pofts  of  twenty  and  even  thirty  Bnglifli  miles 
without  a  faddle,  and  with  fcarcely  any 
covering  except  a  fhirt  and  a  pair  of  linen 
drawers.  The  bridges  acrofs  the  rivulets 
were  fo  weakly  cpnftrnded  and  fo  old,  that 
they  feemed  ready  to  crack  with  the  weight 
of  the  carriage,  and  we  thonght  ouffelves 
fortunate  in  getting  over  them  without  an 
Accident*  •        /• 

Some  travellers  have  remarked,  that  the 
ibreftsy  through  which  our  route  lay,  are  fet 
oii  fife  by  lightnings  or  other  natural  caufcs, 
and  bla;&e  for  a  confiderable  time.  At  firft 
we  conceived  this'  reprefentation  to  be  well- 
founded,  ^s  we  difcovered  in  many  parts  evi* 
dent  tfafees  of  extenfive  conflagrations.  Up- 
on inquiry,  however,  we  were  informed,  thqt 
the  peafants,  being  obliged  annually  to  fur** 
nifh  their  landlords  with  a  certain  quantity 
of  turpentine,  fet  fire  to  the  trunks  of  the 
pines  while  Handing,  and  catch  it  as  it  oozes 
-from  the  ftems.  We  could  obfcrve  few  trees 
ivithout  marks  of  fire  upon  them  :  fome  w^tte 
quite  black,  and  nearly  chiirred  to  cinder ; 
fome  half-bui'nt ;  others  confiderably.fcorched, 
biit  continuing  to  vegetate*  ; 

Auguft  15.  After  twenty  hours  inceflant 
travelling  We  arrived  late  in  the  evening  at 
Bielit^a,  which  is  diftant  about  ninety  Englifli 
liiiles^  from'  Gtodnoj  and  lat  out  before  the 
break  of  day,  anxious  to  reach  Minfk  on  the 
Jnorning  of'  the  i7th,  when  a  dietine  for  the 
deftioii  of  nurilios  was  to  be  affembled.    We 

Hopped 


«7a     TRAVELS  INTO  PCM. ANDl    B.il. 

flopped  a  ihort  time  at  Novogrodec,  which  is 
all  built  of  wood,  except  two  or  three  rain- 
oos  brick-houies,  a  coovent  that  belonged  to 
the  Jcfuits,  and  fbme  mouldering  fione-walls 
furroundmg  a  fmall  eminence^  upon  which 
are  the  remains  of  an  old  citadeL  Near  No- 
Togrodec  we  pafled  a  large  tramber  of  bar>- 
rows,  which  the  peafants  call  Swediih  bury- 
ing places.  In  this  part  the  country  wa$  le& 
fandy,  of  a  richer  foil,  and  fcMsicwhat  divert- 
fified  with  hill  and  dale :  the  fblitary  exteot 
of  the  foreiis  was  more  than  ufual  inter- 
fperfed  with  villages,  and  dotted  with  fidUk 
of  pafture,  in  which  we  ol^rved  numerous 
herds  of  cattle. 

Upon  our  arrival  at  the  fmall  village  of 
Mir,  we  found  that  our  original  intention  of 
reaching  Minlk'  by  the  next  morning  was 
fcarcely  pradicable,  even  if  we  continued  ouf  ' 
journey  during  the  night.  The  diftance  was 
between  iixty  and  fevcnty  miles;  the  night 
extremely  dark  ;  the  roads  bad,  and,  we  were 
informed,  that  in  feme  places  we  ihould  be 
obliged  to  xarofs  feveral  bridges  not  very  paf-  ' 
iable  even  in  the  day  without  the  utmoft  cir- 
cumfpedtion.  Our  defirc  therefore  of  being 
,  prcfent  at  the  elcdion  of  nuntios  gave  way 
to  thefe  fuggeftionfe ;  and  we  facrificed  the 
gratification  of  our  curiofity  to  the  coniidera- 
tions  of  perfonal  fafety.  The  pleafures  of 
Mir  certainly  offered  no  inducement  for  de- 
lay :  the  poverty  of  the  inhabitants  denied 
a  fcanty  fupply  of  the  moft  ordinary  refrefli- 
ments ;  the  higheft  entertainment  which  the 
place  afforded  being  a  fufpenfion  of  the  dan- 
gers 
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gers  of  travelling,  and  the  fum  of  our  comforts 
an  intermiffion  of  fatigue. 

The  badnefs  of  our  accommodations  at  Mir 
led  us  to  coniider  Minik  (where  we  arrived 
on  the  evening  of  the  17th)  as  the  feat  of  tafte 
and  luxury.  We  there  experienced  comforts 
to  which  we  had  lately  been  ftrangers,  a  neat 
white-wafhed  room  with  a  brick  floor,  no 
fleas  or  flies,  plenty  of  clean  ftraw,  good  bread, 
and  frefli  meat.  Aft«r  a  refrefliing  night's 
reft,  we  fallied  forth  the  next  morning  to  the 
refedory  of  the  Jefuits  monaftery,  the  place 
where  the  nuntios  had  been  chofen  the  pre- 
ceding day*  We  had  Ibme  difficulty  in  gain^ 
ijng  admittance  ;  at  length  a  perfon,  who  ap* 
peared  to  be  a»  man  of  confequence,  came  out 
and  inquired  in  the  German  language  our 
country  and  our  bufinefs.  Upon  our  anfwer-» 
ing  that  we  were  three  EnglUh  gentlemen,  de-» 
firous  of  feeing  every  thing  worthy  of  obfer-* 
vat  ion,  he  exprefled  much  furpri^e  at  the 
f^ainnefs  of  oil?  drefles,  particularly  at  our 
want  of  fwords.  "  In  Poland/*  he  faid,  eve- 
"  ry  gentleman  wears  his  fabre  as  a  badge  of 
^^  his  rank,  never  appearing  in  public  without 
^*  it ;  and  I  advife  you  to  obfervie  this  cuftom 
"  as  long  as  you  continue  in  this  country,  if 
"  you  wifh  to  be  confidered  as  gentlemen." 
Thanking  him  for  his  advice,  we  accompanied 
him  into  the  refedory,  where  we  found  the 
majority  of  the  dietine  ftill  aflTcmbled,  though 
not  upon  national  bufinefs;  in  pkin  Englifti, 
they  were  engaged  in  drinking,  a  no  lefs  ef-. 
fential  appendage  of  a  Polifli  than  a  Britifli 
(ledion.     One  perfon,  whom  they  f^emed  ta 

Vol.  I^  T  treat 
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treat  whh  <icferer>ce,  iras  coofiant^T  explored 
in  dci\\a\T»z  cirair^s  to  ibe  ele^on,  who  were 
itzrifV.nz  io  iHncrcrA  parts  cf  the  room :  nanr 
crrerncnies  palfed  at  every  circubttoo  cf  the 
glafs  ;  ther  touched  their  fareafls,  ficoped 
towards  the  groond,  and  drack  the  nantkis* 
and  each  otheiKs  health  trith  ^reat  iotemnitv. 
ScvetBl  cf  the  Pcrfifh  gentlemen  cxmrerfed 
with  me  in  the  Latin  tongue :  ther  informed 
me^  that  every  palatinate  is  di^-ided  into  a 
certain  number  of  didriclsy  and  that  each  dif- 
trid  chufes  two  nuntios.  I  aiked  them  whe- 
ther the  eledion  of  the  diftric^  of  Minlk  had 
been  contcftcd ;  they  told  me,  that  three  can- 
didates had  offered  themielves.  I  then  de- 
manded whether  the  elefled  nuntios  were  of 
the  king's  party ;  and  they  anfwered,  *^  Wc 
have  in  this  inftance  complied  with  his  ma- 
jelly's  recommendation.*' — ^^  You  have  ad- 
^  cd,"  I  replied,  "  with  great  propriety :  is  he 
^  not  a  good  prince  ?" — "  A  good  prince !"  re- 
turned the  Poles,  *^  yes,  the  moft  excellent 
"  that  ever  filled  a  throne." 

Minfk  is  a  large  place :  two  churches  and 
the  monaf^cry  which  belonged  to  the  Jefuits 
arc  conftrudcd  of  brick;  and  the  remaining 
buildings,  though  formed  of  wood,  have  a 
neater  look  than  the  generality  of  dwellings 
in  this  country.  On  returning  to  our  inn,  we 
received  an  invitation  to  dinner  from  a  Polifh 
count  i  but  as  the  weather  appeared  fine,  as 
our  carriage  was  at  the  door,  and  all  things 
prepared  for  our  immediate  departure,  we  de- 
termined to  give  up  an  opportunity  of  focial 

enjoyment 
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enjoyment  to  the  expediency  of  purfuing  our 
journey. 

Auguft  18.  We  were  confiderably  fatigued 
with  our  journey  from  Minflc  to  Smolewit^^o, 
ivhich,  though  fcarcely  thirty  miles,  employ- 
ed us,  on  account  of  the  badnefs  of  the  roads 
and  other  unexpedled  delays,  near  twelve 
hours.  The  weather  was  cold  and  rainy,  the 
wind  higb,  the  roads  worfe  than  ufual  j  and 
the  evening,  when  it  fat  in,  extren>ely  dark* 
We  were  almoft  beginning  to  despair  of  reach- 
ing our  defiined  flation,  when  a  noife  of  fold- 
ing doors  thrown  c^en,  and  the  rattling  of 
our  carriage  upon  a  wooden  floor,  announced 
our  adual  arrival.  The  leathern  blinds  of 
our  carriage  having  been  clofely  faflened 
down,  in  order  to  exclude  the  wind  and  raiuj 
we  were  for  a  few  moments  held  m  fufpenfe 
into  what  kind  of  place  we  were  admitted. 
Upon  alighting,  we  found  ourfelves  in  the 
middle  of  a  large  bam  or  (bed,  at  the  further 
end  of  which  we  defcried  two  large  pines, 
branches  and  ail,  in  full  blaze  upon  an  hearth 
without  a  chimney  :  round  it  feveral  figures, 
in  full  black  robes  and  with  long  beards,  were 
employed  in  ftirring  a  large  cayldron  fufpend- 
ed  over  the  flame.  A  belief  in  witchcraft, 
or  a  little  fuperftition,  might  eafily  have  re- 
prefented  this  party  as  a  group  of  magicians 
engaged  in  celebrating  fome  myftic  rites  j  but, 
upon  nearer  infpedlion,  we  recognized  in  them 
our  old  friends  the  Jew6,  preparing  their  and 
our  evening  repaft. 

We  fat  out  the  next  morning  before  day- 
'^eak,  as  was  our  ufual  ciiftoxji,  having  no 
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inducement  to  remain. any  longer  than  was  ab- 
lutely  neceffary  in  thefe  hovels  abounding  ifi 
vermin,  an4  in  which  filth  and  wretchednefs 
are  united.  Near  Borifow  we  crofled  the  Be^ 
rezyna^  which  has  been  erroneoufly  laid  down 
by  fome  modern  geographers,  as  forming  the 
neJw  boundary  between  Ruffia*  and  Poland^ 
and  on  the  other  fide  of  the  town  palled  a 
camp  of  2000  Ruffian  trpc^,  who  were 
marching  to  Warfaw, 

At  Borifow  the  Jews  procured  us  ten  horfes, 
and  placed  them  all  in  two  rows,  fix  neit  the 
carriage,  and  four  in  front*.  There  was  in- 
deed much  ingenuity  in  contriving  this  arrange^f 
ment,  which  was  effedled  in  the  fijUowing 
manner.  The  two  middle  horfes  in  the  hind- 
er row  were  harr^effed  as  ufual  to  the  fplinter 
bars,  their  two  neareft  neighbours  were  fatt- 
ened to  the  extremities  of  the  axle-tree,  which 
proje<3ed  confiderably  on  each  fide  beyond 
the  boxes  of  the  fore  wheels,  and  the  two  out- 
er moft  were  tied  in  the  fame  manner,  by 
means  pf  long  ropes,  to  the  axle-tree  of  the 
hind-wheels:  the  four  horfes  in  front  were 
harneifed  tp  the  pole  and  /to  the  fplinler-bars 
pf  the  pole.  Well  aiTured  that  horfes,  ranged 
in  this  primitive  manner,  would  require  more 
room  than  the  narrow  rpad$  pf  Poland  gene- 
rally afforded,  we  endeavoured  to  perfuadc 
the  drivers  to  place  them  twp;  by  twoj  but 
fiich  w^§  their  pbftinacy  or  want  of  cpmpre- 
penfipn,  we  could  not  prevail  upon  them  to 
make  any  alteration.  We  therefore  unloofed 
two  horfes  from  the  hindermoft  row%  and  for 

that 

♦  The  Bfual  method  of  harnefling  vrzs.  hj  placbg  four  a-? 
reaft,  and  iwq  in  the  forcmcft  row. 
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that  permiflmn  were  obliged  to  compound 
for  leaving  the  remaining  eight  in  their  origi- 
rial  pofition. 

in  this  manner  we  proceeded ;  aild  ftill 
foiiftd  gf eiat '  drfficulty  in  forcing  our  way 
through  the  wildernefs,  which  was  fo  over-* 
growA  with  thick  underwood,  as  in  many 
parts  fcarcely  to  admit  the  breadth  of  an  or-^ 
dinary  carriage.  In  fome  places  we  were 
obliged  to  take  off  two,  in  others  four  of  the. 
horlfes ;.  and  not  uncommonly  alighted,  in  or* 
der  to  affift  the  dtivers  and  fervants  in  remov- 
ing faHen  trees  which  obftruded  the  way, 
in  diredihg"  the  horfes  tfirough  the  winding 
pathsy  and  iii  finding  a  new  trad  aldng  the 
alrtioft  impeiletrable  roreft.  We  thought  our» 
felves  exceedingly  fortuilate,  that  our  carriage 
v*^as  not  fh^ken  to  pieces,  and  that  we  were 
riot  frecjucntly  overturned. 

Iri-v2trious  parts  of  the  foreft,  we  obferved 
a  circuiat  range  of  boards  fixed  to  feveral  trees 
about  twelve  feet  from  the  ground,  and  pro- 
jeditig  three  in  breadth  from  thp  trunk.  Up- 
oti  intjuiry  we  were  informed,  that  upon  any 
gfeat  hunting  party,  ladders  were  placed  a- 
gainff  thefe  fcaiFdldings ;  and  that  when  any 
perfon  is  clbfely  preffedby  a  bear,  he  funs  up 
the  ikdtfef,  and  draws  it  up  after  him:  the 
beat,  although'  an  excellent  climber,  is  flap- 
ped' in  his  afterit  by  the  projedion  of  the 
boards^. 

'  We  ^erci  Very  iappy  at  length  to  reach 

Naitza,  aftBoiigh  we  t<2>pk  up  our  ftatiori  in 

oner  of  tTie  moft  wfetchecf  of  all  the  wretched 

cottages  ^fe  had  yet  criteredV    The  6nly  arti- 

-    ^  clc 
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de  of  furniture  it  aSaxdcd  was  a  fmall  tabW^ 
and  the  only  utenfil  a  broken  earthen  pot,  la 
which  our  repaft  was  prepared,  and  which 
fcrvefl  us  alfo  for  difiies  and  plates.     We  cat 
our  meagjre  fare  by  the  light  of  a  thin  lath  of 
deal^  about  £ve  feet   in  length,  which  was 
ftuck  into  a  crevice  of  the  wainfcot,  and  hung; 
over  the  table :  this  lath,  thanks  to  the  tur- 
pentine  contained  in  it,  ferved  us  inftead  of  a 
candle,   of  which  there  was  not  one  to  be 
found  in  the  whole  village  of  Naitza.     It  is 
lurprizing>  that  the  carelefs  method  of  udng 
thefe  lights  is  not  oftner  attended  with  more 
dreadful  effeds ;  for  the  cottagers  carry  them 
about  the  houfe  with  fuch  little  caution,  that 
we  frequently  obferved  fparks  to  drop  from 
them  upon  the  ilraw  which  was  prepared  for 
our  beds :  nor  were  we  able  by  the  ftrongeft 
expreffions  of  fear,  to  awaken  in  them  the 
flighteft  degree  of  circumfpedion.     For  fome 
time    after    coming    into    this   country,    we 
ufed  to  ftart  up  with  no  fmall  emotion  in 
order  to  extinguifh  the  fparks ;  but,  fuch  is 
the  irrefiflibfe  influence  orcuftom,  we  became 
at    laft    ourfelves  pcrfedly  infenfible  to  the 
danger  of  this  pradice,  and  caught  all  the  in- 
difference of  the  natives.     I  once  even  fo  far 
forgot  myfelf  as  to  hold  a  lighted  ftick  for  a 
confiderable  time  over  a  heap  of  flraw,  while 
I  was  negligently  fearching  for  fome  trifle. 
This  fupinenefs  which  I  fb  eafily  acquired  in 
this  particular,  convinced  me  (if  I  may  com- 
pare fmall  things  with  great)  that  I  could  live 
with  the  inhabitants  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Ve- 
fuvias  without  dread  of  an  eruption ;  or  fit 

unconcerned 
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unconcerned  with  the  natives  q£  Conftantino- 
ple  amid  the  devaluations  of  the  plague. 

It  is  inconceivable  how  few  are  the  wants 
of  the  Lithuanian  peafants  I  Their  carts  are 
put  together  without  iron ;  their  bridles  and 
traces  are  generally  plaited  from  the  bark  of 
trees,  or  compofed  merely  of  twifted  branches* 
They  have  no  other  inllrument  but  a  hatchet, 
to  conftrud  their  huts,  cut  their  furniture,  and 
make  their  carts.  Their  drefs  is  a  thick  linen 
ihiTt  and  drawers,  a  long  coarfe  drugget  coat, 
or  a  fhecpfkin  cloak,  a  round  black  felt  cap, 
lined  with  wool,  and  fhoes  made  from  the 
bark  of  trees.  Their  huts  are  built  of  trunks 
of  trees  heaped  on  each  other,  and  look  like 
piles  of  wood  in  wharfs  with  penthoufe  roofs. 
How  very  unlike  the  Swifs  cottages,  though 
conftruded  of  the  fame  materials.  Nor  are 
their  houfes  more  dilfimilar  than  their  man- 
ners. The  ftriking  difference  between  the 
Swifs  apd  Polifli  peafants,  in  their  very  air 
and  deportment,  ftrongly  marks  the  contrail 
of  their  refpedive  governments.  The  Swifs 
are  open,  frank,  rough,  but  ready  to  ferve 
you ;  they  nod  their  heads,  or  flightly  pull  off 
their  hats  as  you  pafs  by,  but  exped  a  return 
of  civility :  they  are  roufed  by  the  leaft  rude- 
nefs,  and  are  not  to  be  iniulted  with  impuni- 
ty. On  the  contrary,  the  Polifh  peafants  are 
cringing  and  fcrvile  in  their  expreflions  of  re- 
fped :  they  bowed  down  to  the  ground  j  took 
off  their  hats  or  caps,  ^nd  held  them  in  their 
hands  till  we  were  out  of  fight ;  flopped  their 
carts  on  the  firfl  glimpfe  of  our  carriage  ;  in 
fhort,    their    whole    behaviour  gave  evident 

fymptoms 
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fymptoms  of  the  abjcd  fcrvittide  under  which 
they  groaned.  Yet  liberty  is  as  often  the  fubje<a 
of  encomium  in  Poland  as  in  Swiflerland: 
how  different,  however,  are  its  operations  in 
the  two  countries !  In  the  one  it  is  equally 
diflufed,  and  fpreads  comfort  and  happinefs 
through  the  whole  community :  in  the  other 
it  centers  in  a  few,  and  is  in  reality  the  word 
,  Ipccies  of  defpotifm. 

Before  I  clofe  my  account  of  Poland,  I  ftiall 
juft  curforily  mention,  that  in  our  ptogrefs 
through  this  country  we  could  not  fail  obfcrv- 
ing  feveral  perfons  with  matted  or  clotted 
hair,  which  conftitutes  a  diforder  called  Plica 
Polonica :  it  receives  that  denomination  be* 
caufc  it  is  confidered  as  peculiar  to  Poland  5 
although  it  is  not  unfrequcnt  in  Hungary, 
Tartary,  and  feveral  adjacent  nations,  and  in- 
ftances  of  it  are  occafionally  to  be  found  in 
other  countries. 

According  to  the  obfervations  of  Dr.  Vicat, 
an  ingenious  Swifs  phyfician  long  refldent  in 
Poland,  and  who  has  publiihcd  a  fatisfadbry 
.treatife  *  upon  this  fuhjeiS:^  the  Plica  Polonica 
is  fuppofed  to  procecjd  frpm  an  acrid  vifcoui 
humour  penetrating  into  the-  hair,  which  is 
tubular  % :  it  then  ^udes  either  from  its  (ides 
or  extremities,  and  clots  the  whole  together, 
cither  in  feparate  folds,  or  in, one  undiftinguifli** 
ed  mafs.  Its  fymptoms,  more  or  Icfs  violent,  ac- 
cording ta the  conftitutioaof  the  patient,  or  ma^ 

lignity 

♦  Memoire  fur  la  Plique  I^olonoife. 

t  The  dilatation  of  the  hair  is  fomctiracs  fo  conGderable  as  t^ 
admit  fmall  globules' of  bJood  ;  this  circumftance,  whicll  how- 
titt  yery  rarelj  happens,  has  probably  given  rife  to  the  notion^ 
that  the  patienti  if  his  hair  is  cut  offy  bleeds  to  deaths 
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lignity  of  the  difeafe,  are  itchings,  fwelllrigs, 
eruptions,  ulcers^  intermittiflg  fevers,  pains  ia 
the  head,  languor,  lowncfs  of  fpirits,  rheuma- 
tifm,  gout,  and,  fometimes  even  convulfions^ 
palfy,  and  madnefi.'  Thefe  fymptoms  gradu- 
atly  dccreafe  as  the  hair  becomes  aflfeded*  If 
the  patient  is  Ihaved  in  the  head^  he  relapfes 
into  all  the  dreadful  complaints  which  preced- 
ed the  eruption  of  the  Plica ;  and  he  continues 
to  labour  under  them,  until  a  freih  growth  of 
hair  abforbs  the  acrid  humour.  This  dijfor- 
der  is  thought  hereditary  -,  and  is  proved  to  b* 
Gonta'gious  when  in  a  virulent  ftate. 

Many  phyfkal  caufes  b^ve*  been  fuppofed 
tation'cur  in  rendering  the  Plica  more  frequent 
in  thefe  regions  than  in  other  parts :  it  WouM 
bic  an  endlefs  work  to  enumerate  the  various 
Conjedures-With  which  each  perfon  has  fup*- 
ported  his  favourite  hypothefis :  the  moft  pro-- 
bable  are  thoffe  affigned  by  Dr.  Vicat. 

The  firft  caufe  h  the  nature  of  the  Poiifh 
air,  which  is, rendered  infalubrious  by  numer- 
ous woods  AiidmoraiTes ;  and  occalionally  de- 
rives'  ati  uncommon  keennefs  even  in  the 
mitffi'offumTner  from  the  pofitionof  the-  Car- 
pathian mountains;  for  the  fout hern  and 
ibuth-eafterly  winds,  which  ufually  convey 
Warmth  in  other  regions,  are  in  this  chilled 
in  their  paffage  over  their  fnowy  fummits. 

The  fecond  is  unwholefome  water ;  for  al* 
though  Poland  is  not  deficient  in  good  fprings^ 
yet  the  common  people  ufually  drink  that 
which  is  neareft  at  hand,  taken  indifcrimi- 
nately  from  rivers,  lakes^  and  even  ftagnant 
poQls, 

'  The 
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The  third  caufe  is  the  grofs  inattention  of 
the  natives  to  cleanlinefs;  for  experience 
fhews,  that  thofe  who  are  not  negligent  in  their 
perfbns  and  habitations,  are  lefs  liable  to  be 
affli^ed  with  the  plica,  than  others  who  are 
deficient  in  that  particular.  Thus  perfbns  of 
higher  rank  are  leis  fubje<fl  to  this  diibrder 
than  thofe  of  inferior  flations ;  the  inhabitants 
of  large  towns  than  thofe  of  fmall  villages ; 
the  free  peafants  than  thofe  in  an  abfblute 
jftate  of  vaifTalage ;  the  natives  of  Poland  Pro- 
per than  thofe  of  Lithuania. 

Whatever  we  may  determine  as  to  the  pof- 
fibility  that  all,  or  any  of  thefe  caufes,  by 
themfelves,  or  in  conjund ion  ~  with  others, 
originally  produced  the  diforder ;  we  may 
venture  to  aflert,  that  they  all,  and  particu- 
larly the  lafly  afnfl  its  propagation,  inflame  its 
iymptoms,  and  protra^  its  cure. 

In  a  word,  the  Piica  Polonka  appears  to  be 
a  contagious  diflemper ;  which,  like  the  lepro- 
iy,  ftill  prevails  among  a  people  ignorant  in 
medicine,  and  inattentive  to  check  its  pro- 
grefs;  but  is  rarely  known  in  thofe  countries, 
where  proper  precautions  are  taken  to  pre-^ 
vent  its  fpreading. 
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lE^ntranCf  into^  'Sixiffiz.^^Lmks  and  account  of 
the  fromnci  difmembered  from  Pcdand*— ' 
Cheapnefs  of  the  poji.^^-^yourney  to  Smolen^  , 
{ko.-r^H^ofy  and  defcrtption  of  Smolenflco. 
^r^Divme  fervice  in  the  cathedral. — Fifit  to 
the  bifhop.'-^Dinner  with  a  judge. -^Jcfumey 
to  lMU)fcow.-^PeaJ^nts.'rr^Thfiir  drefs^  c^a^ 

,    ges,food^&Q, 

A  U  G  U  S  T  20.  We  came  into  Ruffia 
at  the  fmall  village  pfTolotzin,  which  in  i^yz 
belonged  to  Poland,  but  i$  now  comprifed  in 
the  portion  of  country  ceded  to  the  empi^fs 
by  the  late  partition  treaty.  The  province  al- 
lotted to  Ru^a  comprif^s  Poliili  Livonia,  that 

part 
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{mt'oT  the  pdatinate  of  PGl0t&  wkaA  Ees 
to  Ihc  oft  of  tbe  Doiim;  tise  pilrtimhn  of 
Vitepflc,  Midllaw,  and  tivoiiiiafl  pnrrii^iTc  to 
the  Dortb-caft  and  fimtb-caft  of  the  pabti* 
mfe  of  Miiiik:  this  tod  of  land  ^P^olifli 
Livonia  cxccpCtd)  b  fitoated  in  White-Suffia, 
and  ioclndcs  at  leaft  one  tfaiid  of  Lidm* 
ania. 

The  Ruffian  limits  of  the  new  pnnrinoc  are 
iomed  hf  the  Dana,  fiom  its  mofntfa  to  above 
Vitepik,  from  thence  by  a  flraig^  line  ron* 
liing  dhe£t\j  fbuth  to  the  (boroe  of  the  Drag 
near  Tolitzin,  bjr  the  Drug  to  its  jnndicm 
with  the  Dnieper,  and  laffly,  bjr  the  Dnieper 
to  the  point  where  it  receives  the  Sotz.  This 
territory  is  now  divided  into  the  two  govern- 
ments of  Polotik  apd  Mohilef  9  its  population 
amounts  to  about  1^600,000  ibuls;  its  pio^ 
dudions  are  chiefly  grain  in  large  quantities, 
liemp,  flax,  and  pafture;  its  foieils  fumi^ 
great  abundance  of  mafls,  planks,  alio  oak 
tor  (hip  building,  pitch  and  tar,  &c.  which  are 
chiefly  ient  down  the  Duna  to  Riga. 

Upon  entering  Ruflia  at  Tolitzin  w^  were 
greatly  aftoniflied  at  the  cheapnefs  of  the 
pofl'horfes;  and  when  our  fervant  had  dif^ 
charged  the  firfl  account,  which  amounted  to 
only  two  copecs^  or  about  a  penny,  a  verft  * 
for  each  horfc,  we  lljpuld  have  concluded,  that 
he  had'cheated  the  poft-mafler  in  our  favour, 
if  wc  had  not  been  well  convinced,  from  the 
general  charader  of  the  Ruffians,  that  they 
were  not  likely  to  be  duped  by  ftrangers.  In- 
deed we   foon    afterwards    difcQvered,    that 

cven^ 

*  Three  (juaricrs  cf  a  mjljc^ 
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even  half  of  the  charge,  which  we  thought 
fo  extremely  moderate,  might  have  been 
faved,  if  we  had  taken  the  precaution  of  ob- 
taining an  order  from  the  Ruffian  embaffador 
at  Warfaw. 

From  Tolotzin,  through  the  new  govern- 
ment of  Mohilef,  the  road  was  excellent,  and 
of  confiderable  breadth,  with  a  double  row  of 
trees  planted  on  each  fide,  and  ditches  to  drain 
off  the  water.  We  paffed  through  feveral 
wretched  villages,  ferried  at  Orfa  over  the 
Dnieper,  there  only  a  fmall  river,  went 
through  DubrofFna,  and  arrived  in  the  even- 
ing at  Lady.  The  country  from  Tolit^in  to 
Lady  is  waving  and  fomewhat  hilly,  abounds 
in  foreft,  and  produces  corn,  millet,  hemp, 
and  flax.  In  the  largeft  villages  We  obferved 
fchools  and  other  buildings  conftrudingat  the 
expence  of  the  emprefs,  and  alfo  churches 
with  domes,  intended  for  the  Polilh  diffidents 
of  the  Greek  fed,  and  the  Ruffians  who  chufc 
to  fettle  in  the  country. 

Lady  is  fituated  in  the  government  of  Smo- 
lenlko,  and  before  the  late  difmemberment, 
was  one  of  the  Ruffian  frontier  towns :  we 
took  up  owr  quarters  at  the  poft-houfe,  where 
we  procured  a  very  comfortable  apartment. 
Thefe  poft-houfes,  which  frequently  occur  in 
the  principal  high-roads  of  Ruffia,  are  moftly 
conftruded  upon  the  fame  plan,  and  are  very 
convenient  for  the  accommodation  of  travel- 
lers :  they  are  large  fquare  wooden  buildings, 
enclofJn^a  fpacious  court-yard  ;  in  the  center 
of  the  front  is  a  range  of  apartments  intended 
/or  fhe  reception  of  travellers,  with  a  gate- 
way 
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way  on  each  fide  leading  into  the  court-yard ; 
the  remainder  of  the  front  is  appropriated  io 
the  nfe  of  the  poil-mafler  and  his  fervants ; 
the  other  three  fides  of  the  quadrangle  are  di- 
vided into  ftables  and  (heds  for  carriages^  and 
large  barns  for  hay  and  corn.  We  were 
agreeably  furprized  to  meet  with,  in  thijj  re- 
mote place,  fome  Englilh  flrong  beer  j  and 
Bo  lefs  pleafed  to  fee  our  fupper  fcrved  up  in 
difhes  of  our  countryman  Wedg^wood'^scream-^ 
€ok>ured  ware.  The  luxuiy  of  clean  ftraw 
for  our  beds  was  no  fmall  addition  to  thefe 
comforts. 

Upon  calling  for  our  bill  in  the  morning, 
we  found  our  charge  as  reafonable  as  the  en- 
tertainment was  good.  The  fatisfa€lion  we 
expreiTed  at  our  reception,  perhaps,  induced 
the  Secretary  (as  the  poft-mafter  himfelf  was 
abfent)  to  think  us  proper  fub)eds  of  impofi-^ 
tion.  The  diftance  to  the  next  ftation  was 
about  ten  miles,  and  the  fecretary  demanded 
three  times  the  fum  allowed  by  the  public  re- 
gulations, under  pretence  of  our  not  being 
provided  with  an  order  for  poft-horfes.  We 
hinted  fome  ftirpri^se  ^t  this  charge :  this  inti-p. 
mation,  though  couveyed  in  the  mildeft  terms, 
the  fecretary  thought  prof)er  to  anfwer  with 
expreffions  of  contempt  and  defiance  ;  he  or-. 
dered  the  hprfes  again  into  the  liable,  and  de- 
clared we  flaovld  not  ftii;  from  the  pbce  until 
iv^'  diich^rged  the  full  fum.  Though  we 
might  eafily  hay^  been  prevailed  upon  by  the 
(iighteft  apology  to  bayis^.J&feaaittcd  to  the 
fraud,  we  determined  to  chaftifb  his.  infolence. 
We  repaired  to  the  dire^or  of  the  c:ufl3om«r 
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houle,  and  were  immediately  admitted:  to 
our  great  fatisfaiftron  he  fpoke  German ;  and 
after  we  had  laid  our  cafe  before  him,  he  told 
us,  that  the  RuiCan  had  demanded  treble  the 
fum  he  was  entitled  to ;  he  alTurcd  us,  that  we 
fhould  receive  inftant  redrefs,  and  that  the  of- 
fender fhould  be  punifhed  for  hi&  impofition. 
Having  difpatched  a  meflenger,  to  whom  he 
whrlpercd  a  private  order,  he  defired  us  to 
wait  his  return,  and  offered  us  coffee.  While 
we  were  drinking  it,  he  gave  us  various  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  Ruffian  pofls;  added 
fcvcral  hints,  which  afterwards  proved  fingu- 
larfy  ufeful ;  and  he  particularly  cautioned  us 

•  to  procure  an  order  for  horfes  from  the  gpver- 
nor  of  Smolenfko:  In  the  midft  of  this  con- 
vcrfation  we  heard  a  carriage  drive  to  the 
door,,  which  we  perceived  to  be  our  ovs^n> 
with  all  things  ready  for  oulr  immediate  de-* 
parture :  our  old  friend,  the  pofl-mafter's  fe- 
cretary,  made  at  the  fame  time  his  appearance, 
m  a  very  fubmiffive  attitude ;  we  interceded 
with  the  diredor  for  his  back,  and  obtained  a 
promife  that  he  fhould  not  be  beat,  but  only 
reprimanded.  After  making  thofe  acknow- 
ledgments to  our  friendly  diredor  which 
were  due  to  his  politenefs,  we  took  our  leave, 

.  and  proceeded  on  our  journey. 

We  were  much  chagrined  at  finding  that 
the  excellent  new  road  lately  defcribed  termi- 
nated at  Lady  :  it  was  fome  fatisfadion, 
however,  that  the  remaining  parts  froni 
thence  to  Smolenfko  proved  far  fuperior  to 
thofe  we  had  encountered  in  the  Lithuanian 
forefts.  The  villages  were  an  exad  counter- 
VaL.  L         ,  U  part 
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part  to  thoic  we  had  ieft  bdiHul,  znd  criiifaited 
fcMOtlf  anj  th:i.g  cjotc  than  a  ir|rtilion  of 
{cents  already  dctskUcd. 

The  Ruffians  ditter  widdy  in  their  appear-- 
ance  and  dreis  from  the  Pc^iih  pfaianfs-  The 
inoft  firiking  coatiafi  aiiies  £am  their  method 
of  wearing  their  hair :  the  Poles  fha^e  their 
heads,  leaving  only  a  fmall  tuft  upon  the 
crown ;  while  the  others  fnfier .  their  hair  to 
tang  quite  down  to  the  eye-brows  and  over 
the  ears,  and  cut  it  fhort  round  the  neck* 
The  country  was  undulating  and  hilly,  and 
more  open  than  ufual  until  we  arrived  within 
a  few  miles  of  Smoleniko,  when  we  plunge 
rd  into  a  thick  forefi,  which  continued  almoft 
to  the  gates  of  that  town  without  the  inter- 
vention of  a  fingle  village,  or  fcarcely  of  a  An- 
gle cottage. 

In  1 403  the  town  of  Smoleniko,  which  be- 
longed to  the  Ruffians,  was  beiieged  and  taken 
by  Vitoldus,  and,  together  with  the  whole 

Province,  united  to  the  dutchy  of  Lithuania*. 
>uring  the  conllant  and  inveterate  enmities 
which  fubHfled  between  the  Ruffians  and 
Poles,  Smoleniko  was  a  place  of  great  impor- 
tance ^  though  only  fortified  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  time,  partly  with  ramparts  of 
earth  and  ditches,  and  partly  with  paliifadoes, 
and  a  wooden  citadel  -f- ;  thefe  fortifications 
were,  however,  fufficiently  ftrong  to  refift 
the  defultory  attacks  of  undifciplined  troops, 
and  it  was  at  different  intervals  ineffedually 
befieged  until  the 'beginning  of  the  i6th  cen- 
tury, 

•  DIugoflHJS»  Lib.  X.  p.  104.  et  feq. 

t  Rerum  Mofc.  Au£l;  p.  $z,   Ma/erber^  Iter  Mofc.  p.  74. 
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tury,  when'  Vaflili  Ivanovitch  great-duke  of 
Mofcovy  got  poffeffion  of  it,  by  corrupting 
the  gartifoh.  It  continued  in  the  hands  of  the 
Ruffians  for  above  a  century,  in  the  fame  fim* 
pie  ftyle  of  defence.  At  length  the  impor* 
tance  of  its  Ctuation  near  the  frontiers  of  Po- , 
land,  and  the  improvements  in  the  art  of  war, 
induced  Boris  Godynof,  prime  minifter,  and 
brother-in-law  of  the  tzar  Feodor  Ivanovitch, 
to  furround  it  with  a  wall :  he  came  in  perfon 
toSmolenlko,  and  himfelf  affifted  in  tracing 
out  the  lite  of  the  fortifications,  which  he 
lived  to  fee  completed  in  his  own  reign  *,  and 
which  are  the  fame' that  fubfift  at  prefent. 
Thefe  additional  fortifications,  however,  did 
not  prevent  Sigifmond  III.  king  of  Poland, 
from  bcfieging  and  taking  the  town  in  161 1  ; 
and  by  the  truce  of  Develina  in  16 18,  thq 
poffeffion  was  confirmed  to  Poland.  In  1654  . 
it  was  again  reduced  by  Alexey  Michaelo- 
vitch;  and  in  1686  finilly  ceded  toRuffia  at 
the  peace  of  Mofcow  -j^. 

Smolenfko,  though  by  no  means  the  mofl 
magnificent,  is  by  far  the  mofl  Angular  town 
1  have  ever  feen.  It  is  fituated  upon  the  ri- 
ver Dnieper,  and  flands  upon  two  hills,  and 
upon  the  valley. which  lies  between  them.  It  • 
is  furrounded  by  walls  thirty  feet  high  and 
fifteen  thick,  with  the  lower  part  of  ttone,  and 
the  upper  of  brick  :  thefe  walls,  which  follow 
the  fhape  of  the  hills,  and  enclofe  a  circumfe- 
rence of  feven  verfls  J,  have,  at  every  angle, 

U  2  round 

♦  S.  R.  G.  vol.  V.  p.  94.    JL.engnich,  Jus  Piib.  v.  I.  p.'  46, 

+  Lengnichy  v.  I.  p.  47. 

i  Four  miles  and  three-quarters. 
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round  or  fquare  towers  of  two  or  three  ilories^ 
much  broader  at  top  than  at  bottom,  and  co- 
vered with  circular  roo&  of  wood.    The  in- 
tervals are  fiudded  with  imaller  turrets ;  on 
the  outfid^e  of  the  wall  is  a  broad  deep  ditch, 
regular  covered  way  with  travcrfes,  glacis,  &c. 
and  where  the  ground  is  highefi  there  are  re- 
doubts of  earth  according  to  the  modem  fty\€ 
of  fortification.     In  the  middle  of  the  town  is 
an  eminence,  upon  which  ftands  the  cathe- 
dral ;  from  whence  I  bad  a  moa  pidurefque 
view  of  the  town,  interfperfed  within  the  cir- 
cuit of  the  walls  with  gardens,  groves,  copfes^ 
fields  of  pafiure,  and  corn.     The  buildings 
are  moflly  wooden,  of  one  ftory  (many  of  them 
no  better  than  cottages)  excepting  here  and 
there  a  gentleman's  houfe,  which  is  called  a 
palace,  and  feveral  churches,  conftrudted  of 
brick  and  ftuccoed.     One  long  broad  fireet^ 
which  is  paved,  interfeds  the  whole  length  of 
the  town  in  a  flraight  line ;  the  other  ftreets 
generally  wind  in  circular  directions,  and  are 
floored  with  planks.     The  walls  ftretching 
over  the  uneven  fides  of  the  hills  till  they 
reach  the  banks  of  the  Dnieper,  their  antient 
ftyle  of  architcdure,  their  grotefque  towers^, 
the   fpires  of  churches  Ihooting   above   the. 
trees,  which  are  fo  numerous  as  almoft  to  con- 
ceal the  buildings  from  view,  the  appearance 
of  meadows  and  the  arable  ground,  all  thefe 
objeds  blended  together  exhibit  a  fcenc  of  the 
moll  fingular  and  contrafted  kind.     On  the 
further  fide  of  the  Dnieper  arte  a  number  of 
ftraggling  wooden  houfes  that  fqfm  the  fr/b- 
urbs  of  the  town,  and  are  joined  to  it  by  a 

woodeik 
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wooden  bridge.  As  far  as  I  could  colled  from 
vague  information^  this  town  contains  about 
4,000  inhabitants :  it  has  no  manufadhires  ^ 
but  carries  on  fbme  commerce  with  the 
Ukraine,  Dantzic,  and  Riga,  The  principal 
articles  of  its  trade  are  flax,  hemp,  honeys, 
wait,  hides,  hogs  bridles,  mails,  planks,  and 
Siberian  furs. 

-  The  Dnieper  rifes  in  the  ibreft  of  Volkoft- 
Iki,  near  the  fource  of  the  Volga,  about  100 
miles  from  Smoleniko.  It  pafTes  by  Smolen-  . 
Iko  and  Mohilef,  leparates  the  Ukraine  from 
Poland,  flows  by  Kiof,and  falls  into  the  Black* 
lea  between  Ot^akof  and  Kinburn,  By  the 
acquifitidn  of  the  province  of  Mohilef,  its 
whole  courfe  is  now  included  within  the 
RuDian  territories.  It  begins  to  be  navigable 
at  a  little  diflance  above  Smolenlko,  though 
in  fbme  leafons  of  the  year  it  is  fo  (hal- 
low near  the  town,  that  the  goods  muft  be  - 
tranfpofted  upon  rafts  and  fmall  flat-bottomed 
boats. 

Having  occafion  for  a  new  paflport  and  an 
order  for  horfes,  we  called  upon  tl^  governor,  ^ 
accompanied  by  a  Ruffian  fliident,  who  fpoke 
Latin,  for  our  interpreter.  The  governor  be- 
ing at  Church,  we  repaired  to  the  cathedral, 
where  we  waited  until  divine  fervice  was  con- 
cluded. The  cathedral  is  a  ftately  building, 
crefted  upon  the  fpot  where  formerly  flood  the 
palace  of  the  ancient  dukes  of  Smolenfko. 
The  infide  walls  are  .covered  with  coarfe 
paintings  reprefenting  oilr  Saviour,  the  Virgin, 
and  a  variety  of  Saints,  which  are  very  abun- 
dant ia  the  Greek  religion.     The  fhrine,  or 

fanduary. 
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fanduary,  into  which  only  the  priefis  are  ad- 
mitted^ is  feparated  from  the  body  of  the 
church  by  a  Screen  with  large  folding  doors^ 
and  is  ornamented  with  twifted  pillars  of  the 
Corinthian  order  richly  carved  and  gilded. 
The  Avorfhip  feemed  to  confifi  of  innumerafaile 
ceremonies :  the  people  crqifed  themfelves 
without  ceafing ;  bowed  towards  the  fhrine 
and  to  each  other,  and  even  touched  the 
ground  with  their  heads.  The  biftic^  of 
Smoleniko  performed  the  fervicc ;  a  venerable 
figure,  with  white  flowing  hair  and  long 
beard ;  he  had  a  crown  upon  his  head,  and 
was  dreffed  in  rich  epifcopal  robes.  The  fold-t 
ing  doors  were  occafionally  opened  and  clofed 
with  great  pomp  and  folemnity  whenever  the 
bifhop  retired  within,  or  came  forth  to  blels 
the  people :  at  the  conclufion  of  the  fervice, 
the  doors  being  throwa  open,  the  biihop  ad-t 
vanced  forward  with  a  candlellick  in  each 
hand,  one  containing  three,  and  the  other  two 
lighted  candles ;  which  he  repeatedly  crofled 
over  each  other  in  different  diredions  5  then 
waving  them  towards  the  audience,  he  con- 
cluded with  a  final  benedidion.  Thefecan- 
dleilicks,  as  I  am  iqfcMrmed,  are  fymbolical ; 
one  alludes  to  the  Trinity,  and  the  other  to 
the  two  natures  of  Chrift. 

The  fervice  being  finifhed,  we  prefented 
ourfelves  to  the  governor,  who,  to  our  fur- 
prize,  received  us  with  an  air  of  coldnefs, 
which  made  fuch  an  impreflion  on  our  inter- 
preter, that  he  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  utter 
a  fingle  word.  At  length  a  gentleman  in  the 
governor's  train  accoftedns  in  French,  and  in7, 
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quired  our  bufinefs.  Upon  our  informing 
him,  that  we  were  Englifh  gentlemen  who 
ilefired  a  paffport,  and  an  order  for  horfes,  he 
told  us  with  a  fmile,  that  the  plainnefs  of 
our  drefles  had  raifed  a  fuipicion  of  our  being 
tradefmen  ;  but  he  was  not  ignorant  that 
Englifh  gentlemen  feldom  wore  lace  on  their 
clothes,  or  fwords  in  a  journey ;  an  intimati- 
on which  recalled  tq  our  memory  the  advice 
of  our  Polifli  friend  at  Minik  *.  He  then 
whifpered  the  governor,  who  inftantly  aflumed 
an  appearance  of  complacency,  and  teftified 
by  his  gcfturc  an  intention  of  complying  with 
his  requeft.  This  matter  was  fcarcely  adjuft- 
ed,  when  the  bifhop  joined  the  company ;  he 
had  laid  afide  the  coftly  garments,  in  which 
he  performed  the  fervicc,  and  was  drefled  in 
a  long  black  robe,  a  round  black  cap,  and  veil 
of  the  fame  colour.  He  addrefled  us  in  La- 
tin, and  invited  us  to  his  houfe.  He  led  the 
way,  and  we  followed  with  the  reft  of  the 
company  to  a  commodious  wooden  building 
adjoining  to  the  cathedral.  Upon  entering 
the  apartment  the  governor  and  Ruflian  gen- 
tlemen kiffed  his  hand  with  great  marks  of 
refpedl.  After  defiring  all  the  company  to 
fit,  he  diftinguiflied  us  by  particular  attenti- 
on, and  obferved,  with  much  politenefs,  that 
our  company  gave  him  greater  pleafure,  as  he 
had  never,  fince  his  rendence  at  Smolenfko, 
received  a  vifit  from  any  Englifhman,  for 
whofe  nation  he  had  the  higheft  refped.  Du- 
ring this  converfation  a  fervant  fpread  a  cloth 
jupon  a  fmall  table,  andplaced  upon  it  a  plate 

of 
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of  bread,  ibme  ialt^  and  fbme  flowers :  another 
followed  with  a  ^Iver  of  fmall  glafles  full 
of  a  tranfparent  lienor ;  the  biihop  bleffixl 
the  bread  aod  the  falver  with  great  folemnity, 
and  then  took  a  glafs  :  we  thought  it  at  &c£t 
a  religious  ceremony;  but  were  undeceived 
by  the  fervants  offering  the  bread  and  falver 
to  us  as  well  as  the  other  perfons  prefent. 
Every  one  being  ferved,  the  biihop  drank  all 
our  healths,  a  compliment  which  the  compa- 
ny returned  with  a  bow,  and  inflantly  emp- 
tied their  glades ;  we  followed  this  example, 
and  found  the  draught  to  be  a  dram  of  cherry* 
wjter.  This  preliminary  being  fettled,  we 
refumed  our  converfation  with  the  biihop, 
and  afked  him  feveral  quefiions  relative  to  the 
ancient  ftate  of  Smolenlko.  He  anfwered 
every  enquiry  with  great  readinefs  ;  gave  us 
a  concife  account  of  the  ftate  of  the  town 
under  its  aiUtient  dukes,  and  informed  us  that 
their  palace  was  fituated  on  the  fpot  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  cathedral,  which  was  built 
by  Feodor  Michaclovitch  brother  of  J^eter 
the  Great,  and  had  been  lately  repaired  and 
beautified.  After  about  half  an  hour's  agree- 
able converfation,  we  rofe  up  and  took  our 
leave,  greatly  pleafed  with  the  politenefs  and 
affability  of  the  bifliop. 

Our  interpreter,  who  was  one  of  tljie  ftu- 
dents,  condudled  us  to  the  fcminary,  which  is 
appropriated  for  the  education  of  the  clergy,  in 
which  the  Latin,  Greek,  German,  and  Polifti 
languages  are  taught :  the  prieil  who  fliewed 
us  the  library  talked  Latin ;  he  introduced  us 
into'his  chamber,  and  according  to  the  hofpita- 
'   \  '   ' ' "  ble 
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fale  cufiom  of  this  country^  offered  ijs  fome 
refrcfhment,  which  conlifted  of  cakes  and 
mead. 

In  the  afternoon  the  Ruffian  gentlemen, 
who  fo  obligingly  relieved  us  frorfi  our  embar- 
raifment  before  the  governor,  kindly  paid  us 
a  vifijt,.  and  invited  us  to  dine  with  him  the 
following  day.  We  accepted  his  invitation^ 
and  waited  upon  him  at  two,  the  ufual  hour 
of  dining:. he  was  a  judge,  and  lived  in  a 
Wooden  houfe  provided  by  the  court;  the 
rooms  were  fmall,  but  neatly  furnifhed.  The 
company  coniifted  of  that  gentleman,  his  wife 
^nd  fitter,  all  of  whom  talked  French :  the 
ladiei^  weredreifed  in  the  French  faihion,  and 
had  on  a  good  deal  of  rouge:  they  do  not 
curtfy ;  but  their  mode  of  lalute  is  to  bow 
their  beads  very  low.  Before  dinner  liqueurs 
were  handed,  about  -,  the  ladies  each  took  a 
fmall  glafs,  and  recommended  the  fame  to  us 
as  favourable  to  digeftion.  The  table  wa^ 
neatly  fet  out,  the  dinner  excellent,  and  ferved 
up  in  Englifli  cream-coloured  ware :  bcfide 
plaix>  roafl  and  boiled  meats,  feveral  Ruffian 
diihes  were  introduced  >  one  of  thefe  was  a 
kind  of  fallad  compofed  of  mufhrooms  and 
onions  ;  and  another  the  grain  of  green  corn, 
baked  and  moiftened  with  fwect  oiL  Before 
we  rofe  from  table  our  hoft  called  for  a  large 
glafs ;  he  filled  a  bumper  of  champagne,  drank 
it  off  to*  our  health,  and  then  handed  the  glafs 
round.  *^  This  is  an  old  cuftom,"  faid  the 
judge,  "  and  was  meant  as  an  expreffion  of  re- 
**  gard ;  the  age  is  now  grown  delicate,  and 
t^f  the  free  effuiibns  of  bofpitality  mull   be 
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^  fupprefled  in  ceremony:  but  I  am  an  old- 
^^  fahiione/i  man,  and  cannot  eaiily  relin- 
^^  quiih  the  habits  of  my  youth." 

After    dinner  we    adjourned    to    another 
•  room,  and  played  two  or  three   rubbers   of 
iwhift.      Coflee  and    tea   were    brought     in, 
and  a  plate  of  fweetmeats  was  handed  round 
to  the  company.     About  fix   we  took  leave 
of  our  friendly   hoft,  and    returned   to   our 
inn,  if  it  may  be  called  by  that  honourable 
appellation.     This  inn,  which  was  the   beft, 
for  it  was  the  only  one  in  the  town,  was  a 
wooden  building,  in  a  very  ruinous  flate,  for- 
merly painted   on  the  outfide.     The  apart- 
ment which  we  occupied  had  once  been  hung 
with  paper,  as  appeared  from  fome  torn  frag- 
ments that  here  and  there  covered  a  fmall  por- 
tion of  the  wainfcot,  which  was  a  patch-work 
of  old  and  new  planks.     Its  furniture  was 
two  benches  and  as  many  chairs ;  of  the  latter, 
•one  was  without  a  bottom ;  and  the  other 
without  a  back  ^  the  only  table  was  an  old 
deal  box.     We  were   inclined  to  conjedure 
there  was  a  heavy  tax  upon  air  and  light  in  this 
country ;  for  all  the  windows  were  nailed  up 
with  planks,  except  one,  which  could  not  be 
opened,  and  it  could  fcarcely  be  feen  through, 
on  account  of  the  dirt  with  which  it  was  in- 
orulled.     In  the  inventory  of  thefe  valuables 
I  fhould  not  omit  a  couch  upon  which  I  flept: 
It  had  been  fo  often  mended,  that,  like  Sir 
John  Cutler*s  ftockings,  immortalized  in  Mar^ 
/iifus  ScriifJerusy  we  could  not  difiinguifli  any 
4>nrt  of  the  original  materials.     It  may  pcr- 
ijaps  appear  furprizing,  that  in  a  town  like 

Smor 
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Smoleniko  there  Ihould  be  no  tolerable  inn  5 
but  the  furprize  will  ceafey  when  we  reflect 
that  few  ftrangers  pafs  this  wav ;  and  that  the 
Ruffians  themfelves  carry  tneir  provifions 
with  them,  and  either  continue  their  journey 
through  the  night,  or  are  received  in  private 
houfes. 

Auguft  25.  We  quitted  Smoleniko,  crof- 
fed  the  Dnieper  over  a  wooden  bridge  into 
the  fuburbs,  and  pjirfued  our  journey  for 
fome  way  through  a  valley  of  fine  pafture  wa- 
tered by  the  Dnieper,  fpottqd  with  under- 
wood, arid  terminating  on  each  fide,  in  gentle 
eminences  clothed  with  wood.  As  we  ad- 
vanced, the  country  became  more  abrupt  and 
uneven,  but  no  where  rofe  into  any  confider- 
able  hill.  Near  Slovoda,  a  large  ftraggling  vil- 
lage where  we  flopped  for  a  few  hours  dji ring 
the  darknefs  of  the  houfe,  vve  again  crofl!ed 
the  Dnieper  upon  a  raft  formed  of  trunks 
of  trees  tied  together  with  cords,  and  fcarcer 
ly  large  enough  to  receive  the  carriage,  which 
funk  it  fome  inches  under  water;  this  ma- 
chine was  then  puflied  from  the  banks  until 
it  met  another  of  the  fame  kind,  to  which  the 
horfes  Aepped  with  great  difficulty  5  and  the 
diftance  of  the  two  rafts  from  each  other  was 
fo  confiderable,  that  the  carriage  could  fcarce- 
ly  be  prevented  from  flipping  between  them 
and  finking  into  the  river. 

The  fecond  poft  from  this  primitive  ferry 
wasDogorobufti,  built  upon  a  rifing  hill^  and 
exhibiting,  like  Smoleniko,  though  upon  a 
IciTeT  fcale,  an  intermixture  of  churches, 
jtippfes,  cottagfs,  ?ornrfieldS|  and,  meadows  j 
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^ucc  of  f>  rxusr  paixa  vbcc  acnrz^Dd  witii 
toe  ararratfe  of  the  iirroitDcr^z  bnrfcL  Tins 
(iace  VM  Cbrmcrhr  a  Sracz  iortic^  and  fie- 
iiytn^iy  hdxzcd  cuiing  tbe  vsrs  btmcjiLa 
Aofiaan4  Po^uad:  tbe  raxnparts  and  dxtczies 
of  the  antkot  dtadd  £iu  tcraim  ;  fiom  tfacm 
we  commanded  an  cxtca&rc  Ticw  cjf  the  ad* 
jaeent  eountiy^  which  wasa  btiee  plain  water- 
ed bf  the  wmding  Dfuepa^  aiid  faoondcd  by^ 
^Ifflaot  hilb.  From  Dogotolmih  we  proceeded 
about  24  miles  to  a  finall  Tillage  called  Zara- 
teih^  where  we  though  omtAva  yetj  finta- 
nate  in  being  honied  for  the  night  in  a  tcde- 
rable  hnt^  which  affivded  "0%  a  rare  inflance 
of  accomodation  in  theie  parts,  a  room  iepa- 
rate  from  that  nfed  by  the  £imily.  Onr  hoft- 
efs  was  a  true  Aiiatic  figure :  ihe  had  on  a 
blue  garment  without  ileeves^  which  defcend- 
ed  to  the  ankles,  and  was  tied  round  the 
waift  with  a  red  fa(h  -,  file  wore  a  white  piece 
of  linen  wraj^d  round  her  head  like  a  tur*, 
baUi  ear-rings  and  necklace  df  variegated 
beads ;  her  flioes  were  fattened  with  blue 
firings  which  were  alfp  bound  round  the 
ankles,  in  order  to  keep  up  tbe  coarfe  linen 
wrappers  which  fcrved  for  ftockings. 

Auguft  27.  Our  route  the  next  morning, 
from  Zaratcfh  to  Viafma,  lay  through  a  conr 
tinuity  of  forcft,  occafionally  relieved  by  the 
intervention  of  paftures  and  corn-fields.  When 
we  rcflcdcd  that  we  were  in  the  gcth  degree 
of  Northern  latitude,  we  were  furprized  at  the 
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forwardnefs  of  the  harvcft;  the  wheat  and 
barley  were  already  carried  in,  and  the  pea- 
fants  were  employed  in  cutting  the  oats  and 
millet.  Since  our  departure  from  Smolenfko 
the  weather  had  proved  remarkably  cold,  and 
the  wind  had  the  keennefs  of  a  November 
blaft  s  the  peafants  were  all  clothed  in  their 
iheepikins,  or  winter  dreffes. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  Viafma  we  pafled 
the  rivulet  of  the  fame  name,  navigable  only 
for  rafts,  which  defcend  its  ftream  into  the 
Dnieper ;  we  then  mounted  a  fmall  eminence 
on  the  top  whereof  ftands  the  town,  making  a 
magnificent  appearance  with  the  domes  and 
fpires  of  ieveral  churches  rifing  above  the  trees. 
Viafma  fprcdds,  in  a  broken  disjointed  man- 
ner, over  a  large  extent  of  ground :  its  build- 
ings are  moftly  of  wood,  a  few  houfes  of  brick 
excepted,  which  had  lately  been  ereiSied  by 
the  munificence  of  the  emprefs.     Part  of  the 
principal  ftreet  is  formed,  like  the  Ruffian 
roads,  of  the  trunks  of  trees  laid  crofs-ways, 
and  part  is  boarded  with  planks  like  the  floor 
of  a  room.  It  contains  above  twenty  churches, 
an  ^ftonifhing  number  for  a  place  but  thinly 
inhabited.  The  churches  in  thcfe  fmall  towns 
and   villages  are  moftly  ornamented  with  a 
cupola  and  feveral  domes :  the  outfide  wall^ 
are  either  white-waifhed  or  painted  red,- and 
the  cupolas  or  domes  are  generally  of  a  differ- 
ent colour  from  the  other  parts.     At  Ibme 
diftance  the  number  of  fpires  and  domes  ri- 
fing above  the  trees,  which  conceal  the  conti- 
guous hovels  from  view,  would  lead  ^  travel- 
ler unacquainted  with  the  country  to  exped  a 

large 
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large  city  in  a  place^  where  perhaps,  upon 
nearer  infpedion,  he  will  only  find  a  collei^ion; 
of  wooden  huts. 

At  Viafma  was  concluded,  in  1634,  the 
treaty  of  perpetual  peace  between  Ladiilaia» 
IV.  king  of  Poland,  and  Michael  Feodoro- 
vitch:  by  this  treaty  Michael  confirmed  the 
cefiion  of  Smolen£ko  Severia,  and  Tchemi- 
chef,  Which  had  been  yielded  to  the  Poles  at 
the  truce  of  Develina;  while  Ladiflaus  re-' 
nounced  the  title  of  Tzar,  and,  acknowledged 
Michael  as  the  rightful  fovereign  of  Rufila  *. 
On  this  occafion  both  monarchs  relinquifhed 
what  they  did  not  poflefs ;  and  wifely  facrific- 
ed  imaginary  pretenfions  to  the  attainment  of 
a  fubilahtial  peace. 

The  Ruffian  peafants  appeared  in  general  a 
large  coarfe  hardy  race,  and  of  great  bodily 
ftrength.  Their  drefs  is  a  round  hat  or  cap 
with  a  very  high  crown,  a  coarfe  robe  of 
drugget  (or  in  wihter  of  fheep-flcin  with  the 
wool  turned  inwards)  reaching  below  the  knee, 
and  bound  round  the  waift  by  a  falh,  trowfers 
of  linen  almoft  as  thick  as  fackcloth,  a  woollen 
or  fiannel  cloth  wrapped  round  the  leg  inftead 
of  ftockings  ;  fandals  woven  from  ilrips  of  a 
pliant  bark,  and  faftened  by  firings  of  the 
fame  materials,  which  are  afterwards  twined 
round  the  leg,  and  fcrve  as  garters  to  the 
woollen  or  fiannel  wrappers.  In  warm  wea- 
ther the  peafants  frequently  wear  only  a  fliort 
coarfe  fliirt  and  trowfers. 

Their  cottages  are  conftruded  in  the  fame 
manner  as  thofe  of  Lithuania,  but  they  are 

larger, 
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larger,  and  foraewhat  better  provided  with  " 
furniture  and  domeilic  utenfils:  they  are  of  a 
fquare  fhape,  and  are  formed  of  whole  trees>. 
piled  upon  one  another,  and  fecured  at  the       ^ 
four  corners  where   their  extremities    meet, 
with  mortaifes  and  tenons. ,  The  interftices 
between  thefe  piles  are  filled  up  with  mofs. 
Within  the  houfe  the  timbers  are  fmoothcd 
with  the  axe,  fo  as  to  form  the  appearance  q£ 
wainfcot  \  but  withput  are  left  with  the  bajk 
in   their  rude  ftate.  .  The  roofs  are  in  the 
.penthoufe   form,  generally   compofed  of  th€> 
bark  of  trees  or  fhingles,  which  are  fometime& 
covered  with   mould  or  turf.     The  peafahts 
ufually  conftrud  the  whole  houfe  folely  with^ 
the  alfiftance  of  the  hatchet,  and  cut  the  planks        • 
of  the  floor  with  the  fame  inftrument,  in  ma-  *^^^ 
ny  parts  being  unacquainted  with  the  ufe  of   ^^ 
the  faw :  they  finiih  the  fliell  of  the  houfe  and 
the  roof  before  they  begin  to  cut  the  windows 
and  doors.     The  windows  are  openings  of  a 
few  inches  fquare,  clofed  with  Aiding  frames-,    "^ 
and  the  doors  are  fo  low  as  not  to  admit  a 
middle-fized  man  without  (looping. 

Thefe  cottages  fbmetimes,  though  very  rare- 
ly confill  of  two  ftories ;  in  which  cafe  the 
lov/er  apartment  is  a  kind  of  ftore-room  for 
their  provifions,  quafs,  &c.  and  the  upper-' 
room  is  the  habitable  part  of  the  houfe  •,  the 
flair-cafe  is  moft  commonly  a  kind  of  ladder 
on  the  outfide  \  moll  of  thefe  huts  are,  how- 
ever, only  one  ftory  in  height ;  a  few  of  them 
contain  two  rooms,  the  generality  only  one. 
In  fome  of  this  latter  fort  I  was  frequently 
awakened  by  the  chickens  picking  the  grains 
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of  corn  in  the  ftraw  upon  which  I  lay,  and 
more  than  once  by  a  lefs  inofienfire  animaL 
At  Tabluka,  a  village,  where  we  pailed  the 
night  of  the  27th,  a  party  of  hogs  gained  ad- 
mittance into  the  room  at  four  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  roufed  me  by  grunting  dole  to  my 
ear.  Not  much  pleafcd  either  with  the  earli- 
ntfk  of  the  vifit  or  the  falutatton  of  my  vifit- 
<Mr8,  I  called  out  to  my  fervant,  **  Jofepfa, 
^  drive  thefe  gentry  out  of  the  room,  and 
^  fliut  the  door.**  "  There  is  no  docw:  that 
^  will  fhut,"  replied  Jofcph  with  great  com- 
pofure,  "  we  have  tried  every  expedient  to 
"  faflen  it  without  fuccefs ; .  the  hogs  have 
^  more  than  once  been  excluded,  but  have  as 
**  often  returned/*  This  converfation  fo 
efFedually  roufed  me,  that  I  determined  ixy 
refign  to  my  unwelcome  guefts  that  litter 
which  I  could  no  longer  enjoy  myfelf :  I  ac- 
cordingly raifed  myfelf  from  the  ft  raw,  and, 
fitting  down,  contemplated  by  the  light  of  a 
flip  of  deal  the  fcene  around  me.  My  two 
companions  were  ftretchcd  upon  the  fame  par- 
cel of  ftraw  from  which  I  had  juft  emerged  -,  a 
little  beyond  them  our  fcrvants  occupied  a 
feparate  heap;  at  a  fmall  diftance  three  Ruf- 
fians with  long  beards,  and  coarfe  fackcloth 
ihirts  and  trowfers,  lay  extended  iipon  their 
backs  on  the  bare  floor ;  on  the  oppoute  fide  of 
the  room  three  women  in  their  clothes  flum- 
bered  on  a  long  bench  ;  while  the  top  of  the 
ftove  aflTorded  a  couch  to  a  woman  drefled  like 
the  others,  and  four  fprawling  children  almoft 
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The  furniture  in  theie  cottages  coafifls 
f^hiefiy  of  a  wooden  table  or  ffi-eOer,  and 
benches  fafiened  to  the  fides  of  the  room :  th^ 
utenfils  are  platters,  bowls,  fpoons,  ^c.  all 
made  of  wood,  with  perhaps  one  large  earth- 
ed pan^  in  which  the  family  cook  their  vidu- 
als.  The  food  of  the  peafants  is  blacWye-* 
bread,  ibme times  white,  eggs,  falt-fifh,  ba^on^ 
muihrooms ;  their  favourite  diih  is  a  kind  of 
hodge-podge  made  of  fait,  or  fbmetimes  frei}i 
meat,  groats,  rye-flour,  highly  feafoned  with 
onions  and  garlic,  which  latter  ingredients 
are  much  ufed  by  the  Ruflians. 

The  peafants  feemed  greedy  of  money,  and 
almoft  wholly  demanded  previous  payment  for 
evefy  trifle  we  bought  or  bargained  for. 
They  feemed  alfo  in  general  much  inclined  tp 
thieving.  In  Poland  it  was  not  neceflTary  to 
be  always  upon  the  watch }  and  we  frequent- 
ly left  the  equipage  during  the  whole  night 
without  any  guard:  but  in  this  country,  with- 
out the  precaution  of  regularly  flationing  a 
fervant  in,  the  carriage,  every  article  would 
foon  have  difappeared ;  and  even  with  this 
expedient,  the  warjchfulnefs  of  our  Argus  was 
continually  baffled  by  the  fuperior  vigilance  of 
the  natives ;  and  the  morning  generally  an- 
nounced fome  petty  lofs,  to  which  the  night 
had  given  birth. 

The  peafants  at  every  poft  were  obliged  to 
furnifli  us  with  horfes  at  a  fixed  and  very 
reafonable  rate,  which  had  one  ill  efied  of 
rendering  them  extremely  dilatory  in  their 
motions ;  and  as  our.  only  interpreter  was  a 

V  o  L .  I.  X  Bohemian 
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Bohemian  ♦  fervant,  not  perfecftly  acquainted 
with  the  Ruffian  language,  his  difficulty  in 
explaining,  joinied  to  their  backwardnefs  in 
executing  our  orders,  occalioned  our  frequent- 
ly waiting  feveral  hours  for  a  change  of  horfes. 
The  peafants  acfted  in  the  capacity  of  coach- 
men and  poftillions:  they  always  harneffed 
four  horfes  a-breall,  and  commonly  put  eight, 
and  Ibmetimes  even  ten  horfes  to  our  carriage, 
as  the  ftages  were  for  the  moft  part  twenty^ 
and  fometimes  even  thirty  miles  in  length, 
and  the  roads  extremely  bad.  They  feldora 
ufed  either  boots  or  faadles,  and  had  no  fort 
of  ftirrup,  except  a  rope  doubled  and  thrown 
acrofs  the  horfe's  back.  Each  horfe  was 
equipped  with  a  fnaffle-bridle,  which  how- 
ever was  feldom  inferted  into  the  mouth,  but 
was  generally  fuffered  to  hang  loofe  under  his 
jaw.  The  general  method  of  driving  was  not 
in  a  fteady  pace,  but  by  ftarts  and  bounds, 
with  little  attention  to  the  nature  of  the 
ground:  the  peafants  feldom  trotted  their 
horfes ;  they  would  fuddenly  pu(h  them  for- 
wards into  a  gallop  through  the  worft  roads, 
and  fometimes  as  fuddenly  check  their  fpeed 
upon  the  moft  level  furface.  A  common  piece 
of  rope  ferved  them  for  a  whip,  which  they 
feldom  had  any  occafion  to  ufe,  as  they  urged 
their  horfes  forwards  by  hooting  and  whittling 
like  cat-calls.  The  intervals  of  thefe  noifes 
were  filled  with  finging,  which  is  a  favourite 
praftice  among  the  Ruffians;  and  has  been 
mentioned  by  moft  travellers,  who,  for  thefc 

two 
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t^o  or  three  laft  centuries^  have  vifited  this 
country,  and  which  I  fhali  enlarge  upon  on  a 
future  occafion. 

From  the  ^Vrelchfed  harriefs,  which  was 
toritinually  breaking,  and  required  to  be  re-^ 
peatedly  idjufted,  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  the 
length  of  time  We  were  dlways  detained  at 
the  polls  before  we  cduid  profcufe  horfes,  and 
other  neceflary  impediments,  we  \Vere  feldoni 
able  to  ti^a viel  more  than  forty  or  fifty  niiles  d 
day,  althbtlgh  we  commenced  our  journey  be- 
fore fun-rife,  and  purfued  it  till  it  was  quite 
dark. 

Auglift  t^:  Nfeai'  Vialtiia  We  Sntereci  the 
Vaft  foreft  Of  Volkonlki,  through  which  we 
continued  for  1 50  miles  without  interruption 
almoft  to  thfc  gatfes  of  MofcoW.  This  foreft^ 
which  ftretches  On  all  fides  to  Ail  imthehfe  ex-^ 
tent,  gives  rife  tb  the  principal  fiviers  of  Eu-^ 
topean  Ruflia,  the  Duna,  the  Dtiiepef,  arid  the 
Volga;  The  iburices  biF  th^  Duna  Were  at 
Ibmp  diftance  from  bur  I'bute  j  but  thofe  of 
the  Dniepet  &nd  the  Volga  roic  at  Ihidll  in- 
tervals from  eifch  other,  not  far  froni  Viafma. 
The  cdlihtiy  in  this  jSart  was  more  than  ufual 
broken  into  hill  arid  dale ;  though  ftill  it  .exhi-^ 
bited  rathet  a  fucceffibh  of  waving  furfacej 
than  any  dorifiderkblb  elevations: 

On  the  28th  we  atriVed  at  th6  vilhgc  of 
Gretkeva  towairds  the  clofe  of  the  evening, 
arid  imprudently  proceeded  ori  our  journey 
ariothfer  ftage  of  eighteen  miles  :  the  evening 
fat  in  exfceedirigly  datk,  cold,  &nd  tairiy  5  the 
road  was  uncommonly  bad,  arid  we  were  iil 
iD&ntiriual  apprehenfions  of  being  oVcrturnedi 
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The  greateft  danger,  however^  wiiicli  we 
coimtered,  was  oaknown  to  us  mntil  we  ar« 
rived  at  the  end  of  the  flatkm :  we  were  then 
infiirmed  by  our  iervants,  that  we  had  adual* 
ly  crofled  a  broad  piece  isi  water  upon  a 
wooden  bridge  without  railing,  {o  infirm  that 
it  ahnoft  cracked  under  the  carriage,  and  fo 
narrow  that  one  oE  the  hiod-wheeb  was  for 
an  inilant  abioiutely  fufpended  over  the  pre* 
cipice  beneath.  Our  ufual  good  fortune 
brought  us  iafe  between  twelve  and  one  to  a 
cottage  at  Moihaiik,  where  we  found  an 
excellent  ragout  of  beef  and  onions  pre* 
pared  for  us  by  the  trufty  fervant,  who  al- 
ways preceded  us,  and  provided  our  lodging 
and  fupper. 

I  have  little  to  fay  of  Mofhaiik,  as  we  enter* 
ed  it  at  fo  late  an  hour,  and  departed  the  next 
morning  by  day-break.  We  changed  horfei 
at  the  village  of  Selo-Naro,  and  arrived  early 
in  the  evening  at  Malo-a*Viafma^  ejnbofooied 
in  the  foreil,  and  pleafantly  fituated  at  the 
edge  of  a  fmall  lake.  This  place  was  diftant 
only  24  miles  from  Mofcow,  where  we  were 
impatient  to  arrive  ;  but  we  prudently  defer- 
red our  journey  until  the  next  morning,  as  we 
did  not  chufe  to  tempt  Fortune  again  by  expo- 
fing  ourfelves  a  fecond  time  tb  dangers  in  a 
dark  and  in  an  unknown  country. 

The  road  for  fome  way  before  we  came  to 
Malo-a-Viafma,  and  from  thence  to  Mofcow, 
was  for  the  whole  fpace  a  bronj^flraiglit  ave- 
nup  cut  through  the  fo/eft.  Tfi(b  trees  which 
compofed  thefe  vaft  plantations,  fet  by  the 
hand  of  Nature,  were  oaks,  beech,  roountain- 
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afh,  poplar,  pines,  and  firs,  mingled  together 
in  the  moft  wanton  variety.  The  different 
ibades  bf  grecrt,  and  the  ricn  tints  of  the  au- 
tumnal colours,  were  inexpreffibly  beautiful ; 
while  the  fiiblime,  but  uniform  cxpanfe  of 
forefi  was  occafionally  relieved  by  receiles  of 
paftures  and  corn-fields^. 
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Arrival  at  Moicow. — Hifiorj  of  its  origin  and 
frogrejs. — Htnunval  of  the  feat  of  empire  to 
Pcterfbnrgh. — General  and  particular  de^ 
fcription  of  Mofoow. — Its  divifions. — Krem- 
lin.—Khitaigorpd.—Bielgorod.—SemlainH 
gorod.— Tift^  Slobodan  or  ^burbs.—^New  pa--^ 
Ifice-gardens. — Old  Jlyle. — HofpitaRty  of  tbe^ 
Ruffian  nobles. ^r^FoUte  attention^  of  Princi^ 
Volkonfki. — Account  of  Mr.  Muller  the  ce-i 
lebrated  btftorian. — Anniverfary  of  St.  Alex- 
ander Nevfki. — Ceremonies  of  the  day-^En^ 
tertainments  at  Count  Alexey  OrloFs— jH/jj 
Jiud-'^Boxing  JWi2/f  A^j.— Vauxhall,  &c. 

/\UGUST  30.  Our  approach  to  Mofcow 
was  firfl  announced  about  the  difiange  of  fix; 
miles  by  fome  fpires,  which  over-topped  an 
eminence  at  the  end  of  the  broad  avenue  cut 
through  the  foi:cft :  about  two'  or  three  milesj 
further  we  afcended  an  height,  from  whence  a 
moft  fuberb  profped  of  the  vaft  city  bui;ft 
upon  our  fight.  It  lay  in  the  form  of  a  cref- 
^ent,  and  (iretched  to  a  prodigious  extent^ 
while  innumerable  churches,  towels,  gilded 
fpires  and  domes,  white,  red,  and  green  builds 
ings  glittering  in  the  fun,  formed  a  ipoft  fpleti-*: 
did  appearance,  yet  ftrangely  coatrafted  by  an 
interpiixtyrc  of  numberlefs  wooden  hovels. 
The  neighbouring  country  was  undulating ; 
\  ^h?  foreil  reached  t^  within  a  mil?  of  the  ram- 
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parts,  when  it  was  fucceeded  1^  an  open  range 
of  paftures  without  enclofures.  We  croffed 
the  river  Mofkva  over  a  raft  floating  upon 
the  water,  and  fattened  to  each  bank,  which 
the  Ruffians  call  a  living-bridge,  from  its- 
bending  under  the  carriage.  After  a  Arid  cKt 
amination  of  our  paflport,  being  permitted  to 
enter  the  gates,  we  drove. through  the  fuburbs! 
for  a  confiderable  way  along  a  wooden  road, 
entered  one  of  the  interior  circles  of  the  town, 
called  Bielgorod,  and  took  up  our  quarters  at 
an  inn  kept  by  a  Frenchman,  at  which  Ibm^, 
of  the  nobility  hold  aflemblies.  Our  apart- 
ments were  convenient  and  fpacious ;  we  alia 
fxmnd  every  accommodation.. in  abundance, 
except  beds  and  fheets  -  for  a.^  no  one  thinks, 
of  trawlling  in  this  country  without  thofe  ar- 
ticles, iiins  are  feldom  provided  with  them. 
With  much  trouble,  however,  we  were  able 
to  obtain  from  our  landlord  two  bedftead* 
with  bedding,  and  one  matrafs  to  place  upon 
tl?e  floor  'y  but  we  could  not  procure  more  than 
three  flueets,  one  whereof  fell  to  my  fliare  :  we 
had  been  fo  long  aceuftomed  to  fleep  in  our 
clothes  upon  ftraw,  that  we  thought  ourfelves. 
in  a  ftate  of  unheard-of  luxury,,  and  bleflTed 
ourfelvesfor  our  good' fortune.    .       . 

Mofcow,  called  by  the  natives  Mofkva,  i&. 
not  fo  antient  a3  Novogorod,  Kiof,  Volodimir, 
and  Tver,  which  towns  had  bejen  the  refi- 
ctcnce  of  the  Rufliaa  fovereigns  before  this 
city  exifted.  The  antiquarians  of  this  coun-. 
try  differ  confiderably  in  their  opinions  con- 
ca^ru.iqg  the  firft  foundation  of  Mofcow ;  the 

foHpwing^ 
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fottowing  relation  is  generally  efltemed  by  the 
beft  authors  the  rnoft  probable  account  *. 

Kiof  was  the  metropolian  when  Gecrge  foti 
of  Volodimir  Monomaka  afcended  in  1154 
t^e  Ri^^a  throne.  That  monarch,  being  in-, 
iiilled  in  a  progrefs  through  his  don^iinions  by 
sk^  rich  and  powerful  nobleman  named  Steplien 
Kutchko,  put  him  to  deaths  and  confifcatedhis 
domains,  which  confifted  of  the  lands  now^  oc- 
cupied by  the  city  of  Mofeow,  and  the  ad^« 
cent  territory.  Pi^afed  with  the  fituation  of 
th^  ground  lying  at  the  conflux  of  the  Moflcvsr 
and  Keglina,  he  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
new  town,  which  he  called  Mofkva  itom  the 
iriver  of  that  name.  Upon  the  dcmife  of 
George,  the  new  town^  was^  not  negledid  by 
his  fon  Andrew,  who  tranafferretd  the  feat  of 
empire  from  Kiof  to  Yolodimir ;  but  it  fell  inte« 
i\ich  decay  undei*  his  immediate  fbccefTors, that 
when  Daniel,  ^n  df  Alexaader  Nevlki,  receiv- 
ed, in  the  divifion  of  the  empii?^  the  duchy  of 
Mufcovy  as  his  portion,  and  fixed  his  c^fidence 
upon  the  oon^x  of  the  M^(k^^  and  Negiina^ 
he  may  be  f&id  to  have  new  founded  th^ 
town.  The  fpot  now  occupied  by  the:  Krem-.. 
lin,  was  at  that  time  overlpread  with  a  thick 
wood  and  a  morafs  y  in  the  midfi  whereof  Was 
a  fmall  ifland,  containing  a  iingle  wooden  hut. 
Upon  this  part  Daniel  conftru<Sfed  churchesr 
and  monafteries,  and  various  buildings,  and 
enclbfed  it  with  wooden  fortifications  j  he  fitft 
sffiimed  the  title  of  duke  of  Mofcow ;  and  was 
fo  attached  to  this  iituation,  that  when,  in 

*  See  Sumorr  kc  f  s  Kleinc  Qironik  Yon  Mofcau  in  St,  Pet. 
Journal  for  1776  -,  and  Scherebllofs  RulT.  G^f.  p.  736, 
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1 304^  he  fucocedcd  hfs  brother- Andrew  Alex- 
an4rovitcb  in  the  great  duchy  of  Volodimir, 
be  did'  fiot  remove  his  court  to  Volodimir, 
biit  continued  his  refidence  at  Mofcow,  which 
then  became  the  capital  of  the  Ruffian  domi- 
nions. His  fucceffors  followed  his  example^ 
aftlong  whom  his  fon  Ivan  considerably  enlarg- 
ed the  new  metropolis  j  and  in  1 367  his  grand- 
fon  Demetrius  Ivanovitch  Donfki  furrounded 
the  KrerftKn  with  a  brick-wall.  Thefe  new 
fonificatioftft,  however^,  were  not  ftrong  enough 
to  prevent  Tamerlane,  in  1382,  from  taking 
the  town  after  a  fhort  fiege*.  Being  foon 
evacuated  by  tthat  defultory  conqueror,  it  came 
into  the  poffeffion  of  the  Ruffians^  but  was 
frequently  invaded  and  occupied  by  the  Tar- 
tars, who  in  the  14th  and  15th  centuries 
ovei*-rai*  the  gteateft  part  of  Ruffia ;  and  who 
even  maintained  a  garrifon  in  Mofcow,  until 
t-hey  tvere  finally  expelled  by  Ivan  Vaffilie- 
viteh  L  To  him  Mofcow  is  indebted  for  its^ 
principal  fplendour  5  and  under  him  it  became 
the  principal  and  moft  confiderable  city  of  th^ 
Ruffiaa  empire. 

The  Baron  of  Herberftein,  who  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fixteenth  century  waB  embaffa- 
dor  from  the  emperor  of  Maximilian  to  the 
great-duke  Vaffili,  fon  of  the  abovementioned 
lv^ail'Vaffilievitch,is  thefirft  foreign  writer  who 
has  given  a  defer ipt ion  of  Mofcow,  which  he 
accompanied  Ivith  a  coarfe  engraving  of  the 
town  in  wood -f*.  In  this  curious,  but  rude 
plan,   we   may  diftinguilh  the  walls  of  the 

Kremlin, 

♦  S.  R.  G  T.  II.  p.  93. 

t  Sec  Rer.  Mof,  Ccm.  in  Rer.  Mof.  Auct. 
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Kremlin,  or  citadel,  in  their  iKefent  flate,  and 
we  may  recognize  federal  ^  the  public  build- 
ings whidi  even  now  contribute  to  its  orna- 
ment. From  this  period  we  are  able  to  trace 
its  fubfequect  ptogrefs  and  gradual  increaie 
under  the  fucceeding  fbvereigns  in  the  ac-* 
counts  of  feveral  En^fh-f*  and  foreign  §  wri^ 
ters,  who,  iince  Herberiiein,  ha^e  publi^ed 
their  travels  into  thefe  parts. 

Mofcow  continued  the  metrc^Hs  of  Rufiia 
until  the  beginning  of  the  pfefent  century  -^ 
when,  to  the  great  diflatisfa^on  of  the  nobi- 
lity, but  with  great  advantage,  probably,  te  the 
^te,  the  icat  of  empire  was  transferred  ta 
Peterfburgh. 

Notwithftanding  the  predilection  which 
Peter  conceived  for  Pcteriburgh,  in  which  alt 
the  fucceeding  fovereigns,  excepting  Pet«r  II. 
have  fixed  their  reiidence,  Mofcow  i$  dill  the 
mod  populous  city  of  the  Rufliaa  empire. 
Here  the  chief  nobles  who  do  not  belong  to  the 
court  of  the  emprefs  refide  ;  they  herefupport 
a  larger  number  of  retainers  ;  they  love  to 
gratify  their  tafle  for  a  ruder  and  more  expen«^ 
iivc  magiatificence  in  the  antieut  ftyle  ctf  feu- 
dal grandeur  ;  and  are  uot,  as  at  Peterf-^ 
burgh,  eclipfed,  by  the  fuperior  fpleudour  of 
the  court, 

Mofcow  is  fituated  in  37'  31"  degree  of 
longitude  from  the  firft  meridian  of  Green-^ 
wich,  a^d  ia  59'  45"  45'"  pf  nocth^a  Uti-* 
tude, 

t  Chiefly  Chancellor  Fletcher,  Smith,.the  author  of  Lord 
Carl^flv^s  Embaffy,  Perry,  Bruce,  &c. 

§  FofleviBus,  Margaret,  Pcircius,  OJearijus,  ^4ay^^berg,  l^c 
Bruyn,  &c. 
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It  IS  certainly  the  largeft  town  m  Europe; 
Jt&  circumfiprence  within  the  rampart,  which 
enclofes  the  fuburbs,  being  exadly  39  verfts, 
or  26  miles*;  but  if;  is  bi^iUin  fo  ftraggling 
and  disjointed  ^  a  manner,  that  its  population 
in  nQ  degree  ^orrefponc}^  t<>its  pxtent.  Som* 
HufGan  authors  flateits  inhabitants  ^t  5^00,000 
fouls;  a  number,  evid^tly  exaggerated^ 
Bufching,  who  -relided  fome  years  in  Ruiliaj^ 
fays,  that  in  i77oMofcow  contained 708  bricl^ 
lioufb^,  and  :  11^84.0  wooden  habitations; 
^^751  males  and  67^059  females,  in  all  only 
r52>790 fouls;  a  cxHnputatiQii  which  fe^m?  to 
err  in  the  other  extreme  ^.  . 

.  According  to  an  account  publifhed  in  tho 
Journal  of  St.  PeterfburghJ,  the  diftrid  of 
^ofc£XW  ^contained,  in  the  beginning  of  i78o» 
^178  hearths  ;  aqd  the  number  of  inhabitants 
•were' 1 37,698  males^  and  134,918  females,  in 
all  272,616  fouls.  In  the  courle  of  that  fame 
yeaSr  the  deaths  amounted  tp  3702,  and  the 
births  to  8621 ;  and  in  the  end^  the  populati-^ 
on  of  the  diftri^was  found  to  be  140,143 
males,  and  137,3.92  females,  in  all  ?77j535 
fouls. 

This  computation  is  certainly  mor^  to  be 
depended  upon  than  either  pf  the  others ;  and 
its  truth  has  been  reieently  confirmed  to  me  by 
ail  Englifh-  gentleman  lately  re;turned  from 
Mofcow,  who  xna^c  thi^  topic  the  fubje^S;  of 

his 

*  Its  circumference  u  nearly  equal  to  that  of  Pckin,  which, 
including  its  fuburbs,  ineafares  40  verfts,  or  a6  miles  and  three 
cuarters.     Journal  of  St.  Pet.  April,  1775,  p.  S43. 
^  t  Bufching's   Neuc  Erdbefchr«ibung.  Y.  I,  p.  841.   Edit. 
1777.- 

$  lor  1781,  p.  20a. 
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bis  mqoiries.      Acoording  to    bis    acoonnt^ 
wbidi  he  received  from  the  lieBtmaiit  of  the 
police  *• 
Mofcow  contains  witUn  the  *) 

ramparte  ^S^^^^CfoJs^ 

And  in  the  adjacent  villages      S^^^^^^y 

H I  was  ftruck  with  the  fingolaritj  of  Smo-- 
Icnikoj  I  was  all  aftmi(hmeBt  at  the  immenfi* 
ty  and  variety  of  Mc^cow.    Somethiag  fb  ir«< 
regnlar,  fb  nneommon^  fo  extraordinary,  and 
^  contraftod,  itever  before  fell  under  my  cb^ 
fervation.     The  ftreefs  are  in  general  exceed* 
htgfy  long  and  broad :  £>ine  of  them  are  paved; 
<»thers,  particularly  thofe  in  the  fbburbs^  tare 
formed  with  trunks  of  trees^oruefooatrdedvirith 
planks  like  the  fk>OT  of  a  rooom>  wtetcfaed 
novels  are  blended  with  large  palaces;  cot- 
tages, of  one  ftery  fiarid  next  to  the  moft  Ib- 
perb  and  (lately  manfion&    Many  brick  fimc-^ 
tnres  are  covered  with  wooden  tops ;  fbme  of 
the    wooden    honfes    are     paiinted,     others 
have    iron    dioors     and    roofs.       Ntraierous 
churches  prefeated  themfelves  in  every  qnar^ 
ter  buift  in  a  pccuh^'ar  ftyle^  of  architecture; 
lame  with  domes  of  copper,  others  of  tin,  gilt 
or  painted  green,  and  many  roofed  with  wood. 
In  a  word,  fome  parts  of  Vhii  vaft  city  have 
the  look  of  a  feqiieftered  deftrt,  othei^  quar- 
ters of  a  populous  town,  fbme  of  a  contempt-n 
ible  village,  others  of  a  great  capital; 

Mofcow  may  be  confidered  as  a  town  built 
upon   the  Afiatia  model,  but  gradually  be- 

comii^ 

*  This  computation  may  be  relied  upon.  For  as  a  new  aque- 
du6i  near  Mofcow  was  jutt  tiniflied,  it  was  neceiTary  to  forui  a3 
exadi  an  eftimate-as  poflible  of  the  number  of  inhabitants,  in  or- 
der to  regulate  the  necelTary  fupply  of  water  for  each  famiJ/. 
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poming  more  and  more  European ;  and  exfai-  ^ 
biting  in  its  prefentftate  a  motley  mixture  of 
difcordant  ardiitedure.  It  is  diilributed  into 
the  folloT^ing  divifions.  i.  Kremlin.  2. 
Khitaigorod.  3*  Btelgored.  4.  SemlainogonxL 
5.  Sloboda  ;  which,  for  want  of  a  more  pre* 
cife  term,  I  (hall  call  the  fuburbs. 

I .  The  Kremlin  was  probably  thus  deno- 
minated by  the  Tartars  when  they  were  in 
pofTeffion  of  Mofcow,  from  the  word  Krem> 
er  Krim,  which  figaifies  a  fortrefs :  it  ilands 
in  the  central  and  higheft  part  of  the  city,  near 
the  conflux  of  the  Moikva  and  Neglina,  which 
was  two  of  its  fides,  is  of  a  triangular  form, 
and  about  two  miles  in  circumference.  It  is 
furrounded  by  high  walls  of  flone  or  brick, 
which  were  conftruded  by  Peter  Solarius,  a 
celebrated  archited  of  Milan,  in  the  year 
1491,  under  the  reign  of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  L 
as  appears  from  the  following  curious  infcrip* 
tion  over  one  of  the  gates. 

^*  Joannes  Vafilii  Dei  Gracia  Magnus  Duk  w 
^*  Volodimeria^    Mofcoviae    Novogardie 
^*  Tiferias    Plefcoviae    Veticie     Ongarie 
^^  Permiie  Buolgarie  ct  Aliar.     Totius 
"  Qj  Raxiae  Dpminus  Anno  Tertio  Im- 
^*  peril   Sui   Has  Turres  Condere   Fet. 
**  Statuit    Petrus     Antonides    Solarius 
^^  Mediolaneniis     anno  .  Nat.    Domini. 
^^  1491.K.  lulii." 
The  reader  will  doubtlefs  be  as  much  fur- 
prized  as  I  was  t-o  find  that   the  Tzars  em*  - 
ployed  foreign  architedls  at  fo  early  a  period 
of  their  hiftpry,    before   their   country  was 
fcarcely  known  to  the  reft  of  Europe.    The 

Kremlin 
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Kfcmlin  is  not  dsngmcd  hy  wooden  hooiics^^ 
and  contains  the  antient  palace  of  the  TzaiSi 
ievcral  draichcs,  two  convents,  the  patriar- 
dial  palace,  the  aricnal  now  in  mins,  and 
one  private  houfe,  which  belonged  to 
Boris  Godnnof  befoce  he  was  railed  to  the 
throne. 

2.  The  fixond  divifion  is  called  Khitaigditxi^ 
a  term  conjedured  by  fome  etymologifls  to  im-^ 
fij  the  Chineie  town.  Voltaire,  in  his  Hif^ 
tory^  of  Peter  the  Great,  peremptorily  iup^ 
ports  this  opinion,  when  he  Calls  Khitaigorod 
^^  La  partie  appellee .  la  ville  Chinoi^,  ou  les 
^  ratet^  de  la  diine  s'etallaient  t«"  But  it 
may  be  rematked^  that  this  divifion  of  Mof^ 
COW  bore  its  prefent  appellation  long  before 
any  connexion  was  opened  between  the  Ruf-^ 
£ans  and  Chineie ;  aiid  the  beft  hifiorians  of 
this  country,  without  pretending  to  afcertain 
its  original  iignification,  fuppole  the  word 
Cathay  or  Khitai  to  have  been  introduced  by 
the  Tartars  when  they  had  pofleflion  of  Mof-« 
cow  f :  in  proof  of  this  conjedure,  it  is  al-» 
leged,  that  there  is  a  town  in  the  Ukraind 
called  Khitaigorod,  and  another  o^  the  famd 
name  in  Podoiia  ;  both  which  countriesi 
though  entirely  unknown  to  the  Chineie^ 
have  been  either  over^run  or  inhabited  by 
Tartars  • 

The  Khitaigorod  is  iticlofed  on  one  (ide  by 
that  wall  of  the  Kremlin  which  runs  from  fh6 
Mofkva  to  the  Neglina  ^  and  on  the  other  fide 

by 

^  See  the  next  Chapter,  where  feme  of  tliefe  bnildiogs  a^l^ 

dcfcribed. 

t  S.  R.G.  V.  8.  p»  S3^**;4«- 


€.  IL  MOSCOW.  319 

by  ^  brick  wall  of  inferior  height.  It  h 
much  larger  than  the  Kremlin,  and  contains 
the  univerfity,  the  printing-honfe,  and  many  ^ 
Other  public  buildings,  and  all  the  tradef* 
mens  fhops.  The  edifices  are  moftly  flue** 
coed  or  white-wa(hcd  j  and  it  has  the  only 
ftreet  in  Mofcow  in  which  the.  houfes  ftand  ^ 
clofe  to  one  another  without  any  intervals  be*- 
tween  them^ 

3.  The  Bielgotod,  or  White  Town,  which 
runs  quite  round  the  two  preceding  divifions, 
is  fuppofed  to  derive  its  name  from  a  white 
wall  with  which  it  was  formerly  enclofed, 
and  of  which  fbme  remains  are  ftill  to  be 
ieen. 

4.  Semlainogorod,  which  environs  all  ihc     . 
three  other  quarters,  taked  its  denomination 
from  a  circular  rampart  of  earth  with  which 

it  isencompaffed.  Thefe  two  laft  mentioned 
divifions  exhibit  a  grotefque  group  of  churches, 
convents,  palaces,  brick  and  wooden  houfes^ 
and  mean  hovelsj  in  no  degree  fuperior  to  pea- 
fants  cottages. 

5.  The  Sloboda,  or  Suburbs,  form  a  vaft 
exterior  circle  round  all  the  parts  already  dc*-  *" 
fcribed,  and  are  invefted  with  a  low  rampart 
and  ditch.  Thefe  fuburbs  contain,  belide 
buildings  of  all  kinds  and  denominations, 
corn-fields,  much  open  pafture,  and  fomc 
fmall  lakes,  which  give  rife  to  the  Neglina. 

The  Moikva,  from  which  the  city  takes  its 
name,  flows  through  it  in  a  winding  channel ; 
but,  excepting  in  Spring,  is  only  navigable 
for  rafts.  It  receives  the  Yaufa  in  the  Sem- 
lainogorod and  the  Neglina  at  the  weftern  ex- 
tremity 
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tremity  of  the  Kremlin;  the  beds  of  both  theie 
laft-mentioaed  rivulets  atie^  ia  fummer>  little 
better  than  dry  channels. 

The  morning  after  our  arrival  we  ordered 
our  Ruffian  fervant  to  hire  a  carriage  for  our 
life  during  our  ilay  at  Mofcow  :  the  equipage 
he  procured  was  a  chariot  and  four  hor^  di 
different  colours ;  the  coachman  and  podiilion 
were  dreffed  like   the  peafants,   with   high 
cylindrical   hats  ;    the  former^    with  a   long 
beard  and  iheep-ikin  robe,  fat  upon  the  box  t, 
the  latter,   in  a  coarfe  drugget  garb,    was 
mounted  upon  the  off  horfe,  according  to  the 
cuHom  of  this  country.     Behind  the  carriage 
was  an  enormous  fack  of  hay:    upon  ex- 
prefling  fome  furprize  at  this  appendage,  we 
were  informed,  that  almofi  every  carriage  at 
Mofcow  is  provided  with  a  viaticum  of  this 
ibrt,  which,  while  the  mafler  is  paying  his 
viiits,  or  is  at  dinner,  is  occafionally  given  to 
the  horfes.     Some  refrefhments  of  this  kind, 
indeed,  feemed  abfbliitely  necefTary,  as  our 
•  horfes  never  faw  the  flable  from  tlie  time  of 
/  leaving  it  in  the  morning,  until  they  returned 
i  to  it  in  the  evening,  or  at  midnight ;   and 
were  kept  during  that  interval,  like  thofe  of 
cur  hackney-coaches,  in  the  flreets.     During 
our  continuance  in  this  city  we,  not  uncom<* 
monly,  perceived  about  dinner-time,  in  the 
court-yards  of  thofe  houfes  where  we  dined, 
many  horfes  without  bridles,  andunharneffed 
from  the  refpedive  carriages,  browfing  upon 
their  portable  provender  flrewed  upon    the 
ground;  with,  them  were  intermixed  different 
parties  of  coachmen  and  poftiUions,  whQ  at  the 

fame 
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fame  time  gratified  the  calls  of  hunger  upon  a 
tepaft  ready  pl'epafed,  like  that  of  their  cattle^ 
and  which  too  required  as  little  ceremony  id 
ferving  tip.  The  frequehfcy  of  thefe  objeds 
foon  rcndeired  them  familiar  to  iis ;  and  wft 
ceafed  to  look  i^pon  dur  trufs  of  hay  as  an  ex^ 
crefcence. 

The  firft  vifit  we  made  in  our  new  eqiji*. 
jpage  was  to  convey  us  to  our  banker,  who 
lived  at  the  furtheft  extremity  of  one  df  the 
fuburbs,  about  the  diflant^e  Of  four  miles  from 
our  inn.     Our  coachman  drove  us  through  the 
town  with  great  expedition,   ceftfetally  in   st       Vv^.<a 
briik  trot,  and  frequently  a  full  galldp,  with*  -  ^'^  ' 
out  any  diftindioh  of  p^ved  or  boarded  ftreets* 
Having  fettled  our  bufinefs  with  the  banker, 
Vho  was  our  coulittymah,  arid  who  obligingJ^ 
ly   furnifhed  us   with  a   large  4:olledipn  of 
Englifh  news^papers,  we  croffed  the  Vaufa 
fover  a  raft-bricfge  to  a  pakce,  whicli%as  con* 
Uruaed  for  the  accommodation  of  the  pfefent 
femprefs,  whenever.  Ihe   may  chufe   to  vifit 
Mofcow:  this  palace  was  not,  according  t6 
bur  otdihary  acceptatioii  df  the  word^  a  finglfe 
ftrudure,  but,  in  the  true  ftyle  of  Afiatic 
;randeuf,    a   vafl   afliemblage    df   numerous 
buildings  diflribu ted  into  feveral  flfeets,  and 
bearing  the  appearance  of  a  moderate  town*  ^ 
The  bafe  of  all  thefe  buildings  is  of  lione,  but 
df  fo  foft  a  nature,  that  it  feemed  fcarcely 
adequate  to  the  fupport  of  the  fuperftrudure ; 
the  bricks  ufed  for  the  remainder  of  the  fa- 1 
1  brie  were  fo  indifferently  prepared,  that  they 
ctumbled  at  the  touch:  nor  did  the  work- 
inanihip  exceed  the  materials  \  fot  it  was  ob- 
Vol.  I.  Y  rious 
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vioas  to  the  moft  carelefs  obferver,  that  the 

>  walls  were  in  many  {Jaces  bat  of  the  perpen->> 

1*     f     1* 
dicnlar  line. 

I  was  aftoniflied  upon  obferving,  that  the 
greateft  part  of  the  timber,  tiied  in  the  con- 
firudion  of  theie  vaft  piles  of  bailding,  no 
lefs  than  ordinary  cottages,  was  fafhioned 
with  the  axe.  Tnough  I  tjften  law  the  car- 
penters at  work,  I  never  once  perceived  a  faw 
in  their  hands:  they  cut  the  treei  through 
with  the  axe ;  they  hewed  planks  with  the 
axe ;  they  formed  the  beams,  and  fitted  them 
together  with  the  axe.  With  this  fimple  en- 
gine they  mortaifed  and  tenanted  the  fmallefl 
as  well  as  the  largeft  pieces  of  wood ;  and 
Imoothed  the  boards  for  the  floor  with  the  ni-» 
ceft  exaftnefs.  The  dexterity,  indeed,  and 
juftnefs  with  which  they  managed  this  inftni- 
ment  was  wonderful ;  but  its  tedious  mode  of 
operation  mnfl  evidently  oCcafion  a  prodigious 
wafte  of  labour  and  wood. 

The  gardens  which  belonged  to  the  old  pa- 
'  lace,  built  by  Elizabeth  near  the  fpot  where 
the  prefcnt  ftru€iure  was  ereding,  are  flill  re- 
tained :  they  are  of  tonfiderable  extent,  and 
contained  fome  of  the  beft  gravel-^walks  I 
have  feen  lince  my  departure  from  England. 
In  fome  parts  the  grounds  were  laid  out  in  a 
pleafing  and  natural  manner ;  but  in  general 
the  old  ftylc  of  gardening  prevailed,  and  con- 
tinually prefentcd  tis  with  rows  of  chipped 
yew-trees,  long  ftraight  canals,  and  a  profii- 
lion  of  prepofterous  flatues.  Hercules  was 
prefiding  at  ^  fountain,  ^yith  a  retinue  of 
gilded  Cupids,  dolphins,  and  lamias ;   every 

Httle 
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little  ftftidurfe  was  a  panthfeon;  and  evcr^ 
grove  was  haunted  by  its  Apoilos  and  Dianas; 
but  the  principal  deity  in  the  place  feemed  to 
be  a  female  figure  holding  a  cornucopia  re- 
Verfed,  which,  inftead  of  diftribilting,  as  ufual, 
all  kinds  of  fruit,  grain,  and  floWers,  poured 
but  crowns,  coronets,  and  mitres.  But  th6 
reign  of  all  thefe  deities  was  doomed  to  be 
very  fhort,:  under  the  aufpices  of  her  prefent 
majefty  all  thefe  inftances  of  grotefque  tafte 
were  to  be  removed,  and  give  place  to  more 
natural  ornaments.  Thia  palace  atid  gardens 
are  at  the  extremity  of  the  fuburbs,  within  the 
fcompafs  of  the  exterior  rampart  which  encir- 
cles the  whole  town. 

We  foon  ceafed  to  be  furprized  that  our 
'carriage  was  provided  with  four  hdrfei,^ 
nothing  being  more  common  than  to  meet  the 
equipages  of  the  nobility  with  complete  fets, 
driving  nierely  about  the  ftreets  of  Mofcow; 
As  the  city  is  of  fo  large  a  compals,  a  great 
number  of  hackney-carriages  are  ftationed  iii 
the  ftreets  for  the  convenience  of  carrying 
paflengers  to  the  different  quarters.  Thefe 
vehicles  are  without  tops,  have  moftly  four 
wheels,  and  are  provided  either  with  a  long 
bench,  or  one,  two,  or  three  feparate  feats, 
like  arm-chairs,  placed  fide-ways  :  their  fares 
are  fo  reafonable,  that  fervants  occafionally 
Ufe  them  upon  errands  to  diftant  parts  df 
the  City.  The  coachman  generally  drives  a 
full  trot  at  the  rate  of  eight  or  nine  miles  in 
an  hour. 

September  i.  This  morning  we  received  a 
izkrd  df  invitation  from  Count  Ofterman,  go- 

Y  2  trferrior 
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vemor  of  Mofcow,  to  dinner  for  the  22d  of 
Auguft ;  but,  as  it  was  the  ift  of  September, 
our  (ervant,  who  took  the  meflage,  came 
laughing  into  the  room,  and  informed  us,  that 
we  were  invited  to  an  entertainment  i^hich 
was  pad ;  he  added,  that  he  had  endeavoured 
to  convince  the  perfbn  who  brought  the  card 
of  the  miftake  ^  but  the  man  infifted  that  the 
enfuing  day  was  the  22d  of  Auguft.  It  was 
indeed  a  natural  miftake  in  our  fervant,  who 
did  not  know  thit  the  Ru^ans  ftill  adhered 
to  the  old  ftylc ;  and  as  he  had  pailed  the  22d 
of  Auguft  in  Lithuania,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
he  was  furprized  at  finding  it  again  fo  foon  at 
Mofcow. 

Until  the  reign  of  Peter  the  Great  the 
Ruftiatis  began  their  year  in  September,  and 
dated  their  aera  from  the  creation  of  the 
world*,  and  not  from  the  nativity  of  our 
Saviour.  In  1700  Peter  infiituted  a  grand 
jubilee  at  Mofcow,  and  ordained,  that  from 
that  period  the  year  (hould  commence  in  Ja- 
nuary, and  be  computed  from  the  Chriftian 
aera,  according  to  the  old  ftyle  then  in  u£e  in 
England.  Out  of  veneration  to  his  memory 
no  alteration  has  been  fince  made  in  the 
Ruffian  calendar;  fo  that  at  prefent  Ruilia, 
and  fbme  of  the  proteftant  Swifs  republics^ 
are  the  only  European  nations  who  ftill  retain 
the  old  ftyle. 

The  fame  mornidg  we  carried  a  letter  of 
recommendation  from  count  Stakelbergh,  the 

Rtiflian 

♦  They  reckoned  alfo,    according   to  the  opinion   of   the 
Greeks,  5  $08  J^ears,  inftead  of  onl/  5369,  from  the  creation  to^ 

the  nativity. 
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Ruffian  embaffador  at  Warfaw,  to  prince 
Volkonlki  governor  of  the  province,  who  re^  •■ 
ceived  us  with  great  franknefs  and  cordiality, 
and  immediately  invited  us  to  dinner,  defir^ 
ii^g  us  to  confidcr  his  table  as  ours  as  long  as 
we  continued  at  Mofcow,  The  prince  is  in 
his  67th  y^ar,  and  remembered,  whepi  he  was 
about  thirteen,  to  have  feen  Peter  the  Great  ^ 
whom  he  defcribed  as  very  tall,  above  fix  feet 
in  height,  flrong  and  well  made,  with  his  head 
touching  and  awry,  of  a  dark  complexion, 
and  a  countenance  continually  fubjeft  to  dif^ 
tortious  ;  he  was  generally  dreffed  in  his  blue 
uniform,  or  a  plain  brown  coat,  was  remark- 
able for  the  fineixefs  of  his  linen,  wore  his 
fhort  black  hair  without  powder,  and  whilk-c 
ers.  The  prince  amufed  us  with  relating  fe^ 
veral  cqrious  anecdotes  of  that  great  monarch, 
and,  amohgft  others,  the  following,  which  h^ 
received  from  prince  Menzikof. 

After  the  battle  of  Pultava,  while  princet 
Volkoniki,  the  father  of  our  noble  hoft,  was 
following  Charles  XII.  with  a  corps  of  light 
horfe,  and  was  at  no  gr^at  diftance  from  him, 
an  aid-de^camp  brought  an  order  from  Men-t 
zikof  to  halt:  he  obeyed,  but  difpatched  a 
meflcnger  to  acquaint  the  prince,  that  he  was 
purfbing  the  king  of  Sweden  with  the  faireft 
profpC(fi  of  over-taking  him,  Menzikof  was 
greatly  ailonifhed  at  this  meffage,  as  no  orders 
for  difcontinuing  the  purfuit  had  iffued  from 
him  :  and  his  fuppofed  aid-de-camp  who  de- 
livered them  was  never  difcovered.  As  Peter, 
when  informed  ofthis  tranfadion,  inftitutcd  no 
inquiry  concerning  thepcrfonwhphad  probably 

prevented 
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jjirevented  the  capture  of  his  moft  formidable 
rivals  it  is  fufpeded  that  the  firatagem  was 
contrived  by  bimfelf^  in  order  to  avoid  being 
embarraffed  with  a  prifbner,  whom  he  would 
be  unwilling  either,  to  releafe,  or  to  detain  long 
i^  captivity. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  hofpitality  of  the 
Ruffians.  We  could  nevej  pay  a  morning 
vifit  to  any  nobleman  without  being  detained 
to  dinner ;  we  alfo  con^ntly  received  leveral 
general  invitations ;  but  as  we  confidered 
them  in  the  light  of  mere  compliments,  we 
were  unwilling  to.  intrude  ourfebres  without 
further  notice.  We  fbon  found,  howexei^  that 
the  principal  perfons  of  diftiadioQ  kept  open 
tables,  and  were  highly  obliged  at  our  refort- 
ing  tp  them  without  ceremony.  Prince  Vol- 
konfl^i  in.  particular,  having  cafually  difco-? 
vered  that  we  bad  dined  the.  pr.ecediAg  day 
at  our  inn,  politely  upbraided  ijs ;  repeatinj 
his  afTurances,  that,  his  tabic  was  ours,  an< 
that  whenever  we  were  not  particularly  en.- 
gaged,  he  Ihoiild  always  exped  lis '  for  his 
guefts.  IiTidccci  the  firoogeft  cxprcffions  can 
fcarcely  dp  juftice  to  the  attention  ancl  kind- 
nefs  of  this  excellent  noblemanr:  not  content 
with  admitting  U3  to  his  table  without  form, 
be  was  anxious  that  our  curiofity  fhould  be 
gratified  with  the  fight  of  every  remarkable 
pbjeft  at  Mofcow;  he  ordered  his  aidrde-camp 
to  accompany  us  to  different  parts  of  the  city; 
and  as  we  were  extremely  defirous  to  become 
acquainted  with  Mr.  Muller,  the  celebrated 
hifto^ia^  of  this  country,  he  one  day  invited 
'  .  '      that 
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that  refpedable  old  gentleman  to  meet  us  at 
dinner, 

Qerard  Frederick  MuUer,  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, was  born,  in  1705,  at  Herforden,  in 
the  circle  of  Weftphalia.  He  came  into  Ruf- 
£a  during  the  reiga  of  Catharine  L  ;  and  was 
not  long  afterwards  admitted  into  the  Impe- 
rial Acad^nty  of  Sciences,  of  which  focicty 
he  is  one  of  the  moft  antient  members. .  In 
1 73 1,  foon  after  the  acceffion  of  the  emprefs 
Anne,  he  commenced,  at  the  expence  of  the 
crown,  his  travels  over  European  Ruffia,  and 
into -the  extreme  parts  of  Siberia.  He  was 
abfent  feveral  years  upoo  this  expedition ;  and 
did  not  return  ta  Peterfburgh  until  th(f  reign 
of  Elifabeth.  The  prefect  emprefs,  an  able 
judge  and  rewarder  of  merit,  conferred  upon 
him  a  very  ample  falary,  and  appointed  him 
counfellor  of  ftate  and  keeper  of  the  archives 
at  Mofcow,  where  he  has  refided  about  fix- 
teen  years.  He  coUeded,  during  his  travels, 
the  moft  ample  materials  for  th^  hiilpry  and 
geography  of  this  cxtenfive  empire,  which  was 
fcarcely  known  to  ^e  K^uffians  themfelves, 
before  his  valuable  i:efearches  were  given  to 
the  world  in  various  pufclicatiQns.  His  prin- 
cipal work  is  a  "  Colledion  pf  Ruffian  Hif- 
•^  tories  •,"  '^^  ^^^  volumes  odavo,  printed 
at  different  intervals  at  the  prefs  of  the  Im-^ 
perial  Academy  pf  Sciences.  The  firft  parb 
<;ame  out  in  173-2,  and  the  laft  made  its  ap- 
pearance in  1764.  This  ftore-ho^fe  of  infor-^ 
mation  and  literature,  in  regard  to  the  anti- 
quities, hiftory,  geography,  and  commerce  of 

Rulfiaj^ 

*  Sainlung  RuiTifcher  Gefcbicbte. 
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Ruffia^  and  many  of  the  neighbouring  couHi- 
tries,  conveys  the  moft  indifputable  proofs  of 
the  author's  learning,  diligence,  and  fidelity. 
To  this  work  the  accurate  and  indefatigable 
writer  has  fucceffiyely  added  many  other  var; 
luable  performknces  upon  (imilar  fubjedls, 
both  in  the  German  and  Ruilian  languages, 
which  elucidate  varioys  parts  in  the  hiftory  of 
this  empire, 

Mr.  Muller  f^aks  and  writes  the  Geripan, 
Ruffian,  French,  and  Latin  tongues  with 
furprizing  fluency ;  and  reads  the  Englifh, 
Dutch,  Swedifh,  Danifh,  and  Greek  with 
great  facility*  His  memory  is  ftill  furprizing; 
and  his  accurate  acquaintance  with  the  mi^ 
nuteft  incidents  pf  the  Ruffian  annals  almoft 
IbrpafTes  belief. 

At  the  conclufion  of  tbe  dinner  at  prince 
Volkonfki's,  I  had  the  pleafure  of  accompany- 
ing this  eminent  hiitorian  to  his  houfe,  and 
paffed  fome  hours  in  his  library.  He  poflef^. 
fes  moft  of  the  books  in  the  different  langua- 
ges of  modern  Europe  which  treat  of  Ruffia  : 
the  Englifli  writers  who  haye  written  upon 
this  country  are  far  more  i;iumerous  than  I 
imagined.  His  colleAion  of  ftate-papei:s  and 
manufcripts  are  invaluable :  they  are  all  ar- 
ranged in  the  exadeft  order,  and  claffed  into 
feveral  volumes,  diftinguifhed  by  the  names  of 
thofe  illuftrious  perfonages  to  whom  they 
principally  relate ;  fuch  as  Peter  I.  Catharine  t 
Menzikof,  Ofterman,  &c.  * 


♦  The  emprefs   has  lately  purchafed  rlils  fine  colleftion  of 
-      becks  and  manufcripts  for  jfzooo,     Bachmcifter  Ruff.  Bib.    for 
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Every  loTer  of  literature  mufl  regret,  that 
Mr.  Mpller,  who  is  admirably  qualified  for 
the  talk,  has  not  favoured  the  public  with  a 
regular,  unbroken  hiftory  of  this  country  j. 
but,  on  account  of  his  advanced  age,  an  un-? 
dertaking  of  this  kind,  althoiigh  all  the  ma-^ 
terials  are  already  prepared,  cannot  be  ex- 
pefted  from  him :  hp  muft  therefore  oonfign 
to  others  the  ufe  of  thofe  papers,  which  he  has 
ib  diligently  accumulated.  He  will,  how- 
ever, always  be  confidered  as  the  gres^t  father 
of  Ruffian  hiftory,  as  well  from  the  excellent 
fpecimens  he  himfelf  has  produced,  as  from  the 
vaft  fund  of  information  virhich  he  bequeaths 
to  future  hiftorians. 

Sept.  lo.  This  day  being  Ikcred  to  Alexan- 
der Nevlki,  a  faint  highly  revered  by  the 
Ruffians,  and  in  whofe  honour  an  order  of 
knighthood  is  inftituted,  was  kept  with  great 
fblemnity  and  magnificence.  Service  was  per- 
formed ip  the  principal  churches  of  Mofcow 
with  aU  the  pageantry  peculiar  to  the  Greek 
jeligion ;  and  the  governor  of  the  province 
gave  a  fplendid  entertainment,  to  which  the 
principal  nobility  and  clergjr  of  this  city  were 
invited.  As  ftrangers  v;p  were  defirous  of  ob- 
ferving  the  ceremonies  of  the  day,  and  by  the 
attention  of  our  acquaintance  our  curiofity 
yyB^s  amply  gratified.  But  before  I  proceed  to 
give  a  defcription  of  what  occurred  upon  this 
occafiori,  it  may  be  neceflary  to  premife  a 

fhort 

1781,  p.  554.  This  great  patronefs  of  letters  has  configned  to 
Mr.  Muller  the  charge  of  arranging  and  printing,  at  her  ex- 
pence,  a  Collection  of  Treaties  between  Ruflia  and  the  other 
powers,  in  the  form  of  Duaiont's  Corps  Diplomatique. 
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Aort  account  of  the  faint  who  gave  rife  to 
this  feftival,  and  who^  though  adored  by  the 
Ruffians,  is  fcarccly  knawn  beyond  the  limits, 
of  this  country, 

Alexander  Nevfki,  a  name  more  refpe£lable 
than  moft  of  the  faints  who  fill  the  Ruffian 
Calendar,  was  fon  of  the  great  dyke  Yaroflaf, 
and  flourifhed  in  the  beginning  of  the  13th 
century,  at  a  period  when  his  country  had 
been  reduced  to  the  utmoft  extremity  by  a 
combination  of  formidable  enemies.     He  re- 
pulfed    an  army    of  Swedes  and  Teutonic 
knights,and  wounded  thq  king  of  Sweden  with, 
Jjis  own  hand  on  the  bank  of  the  Neva,  from 
whence  he  obtained  the  appellation  of  Neviki.. 
He  defeated  the  Tartars  in  feveral  engage- 
ments, and  delivered  his  country  from  a  dif- 
gracefyl  tribute  impofed  by  the  fucceffi^rs  of 
Zinghis  Khan.     His  life  leems  to  have  beea 
almofl  ojae  continued  fcene  of  adion ;  and  he 
ihewed  fuqh  prowefs,  and  performed  fuch  al- 
moft  incredible  ads  of  valour,  that  it  is  no. 
wonder    ignorapt     and  fuperftitious    people 
Ihould  confider  him  as  a  fuperior  being,  and 
fhould  cpnfecratq  his  memory ;  indeed,  of  all 
idolatry,  that  which  is  paid  to  real  merit,  and 
in  gratitude  for  real  fervices,  is  the  moft  na- 
tural, and  the  moft  excuTable.     He  died  about 
the  year  1262  at  GorodetZj  neat  Nifhnei  No- 
vogorod.  The  great  fupei;iority  of  his  charader 
was  evinced,  as  well  by.yidories  which  diA 
tinguiftied  the  Ruffian  arms  during  his  life,  as 
by  the  numerous  defeats  which ^  immediately 
took  place  on  his  deceafe. 

Th(^ 


Ctll.         M    O    S    Q    O;    W;       ,  331 

The  morning  of  this  annivcrfary  was  ufh- 
cred  in  by  the  ringing  of  bells  uncommonly 
loud  'j  incefTant  peals  refounded  in  every  quar* 
ter  of  the  city,  but  more  particularly  in  the 
Kremlin,  which  contains  the  principal  church- 
es and  the  largeft  bells.  Before  eleven,  we 
paid  our  refpedsi  to  prjnc^  Vplkonfki,  who,  as 
governor  of  the  province  of  Mofcx)w,  had  a  le- 
vee :  he  wore  the  red  riband  of  the  order  of 
St.  Alexander,  and  received  the  compliments 
pf  the  principal  nobility  and  gentry.  From 
the  levee  we  repaired  tp  the  cathedra)  of  St* 
Michael,  and  were  prefent  at  high  mafs,  per- 
formed by  thjp  archbifhop  of  RoftofF.  The 
church  was  filled  with  fuch  an  immenfe  con- 
courfe  of  people  that  it  Was  with  the  utmoft 
difficulty  we  copld  penetrate  to  the  bottom 
of  the  fteps  leading  to  the  fhrine,  at  the  top 
of  which  the  bi/bop  :ftood  whenever  he*came 
forth  to  addrefs  the  congregation.  The  con- 
fufion  arifing  from  the  cro^d,  and  th^  rapid 
fucceffion  of  various  ceremonies,  fo  diftraded 
our  attention,  as  to  render  us  incapable  of  dif^ 
;9riminating  the  differept  parts  of  the  fervice. 
We  could  only  obferve  in  general  a  great  dif- 
play  of  pomp  and  fplendour,  and  many  cere- 
monies fimilar  to  thofe  defcribed  on  a  former . 
pccafion  *,  with  the  addition  of  feveral  others 
appropriated  to  the  greater  feftivaljj  pf  the 
Rufllan  church. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  fervice,  which 
lailed  two  hours,  we  returned  to  prince  Vol- 
konfki's,^  where  about  ninety  perfons'  were 
aff^mbled  at  an  entertainment  given  in  honour 

'  of 
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of  the  day:  when  the  archbiihop  of  Roftoff 
entered  the  room,  the  prince  rofe  to  meet 
him  at  the  door,  and  kiffed  his  hand  after  the 
archbifhop  had  made  the  fign  of  the  croft ;  he 
paid  the  fame  marl^  of  refpeft  to  two  other 
bifhops ;  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  company 
fucceflively  followed  the  prince's  example. 
Being  preiented  to  the  archbifhop,  I  had  the 
honour  of  holding  a  long  converlation  with 
him  in  the  Latin  tongue,  which  he  (poke  with 
great  fluency.  He  appeared  to  be  a  fenfible 
well-informed  man,  and  well  verfed  in  various 
branches  of  literature :  he  had  perufed  the 
works  of  feveral  of  our  beft  divines,  either 
originally  written,  or  tranflated  into  Latin, 
and  mentioned  their  compofitions  with  great 
applaufe.  I  troubled  him  with  feveral  quef- 
lions  relative  to  the  fervice  of  the  Ruffian 
church,  which  he  anfwered.with  great  readi-* 
nefs  and  condefcenfion.  He  told  me  that  the 
Bible  is  tranflated  irtto  Sclavonian,  and  that 
the  liturgy  is  Written  in  that  language,  which 
is  the  mother-tongue  of  the  Ruffian ;  and  that 
therefore  the  ftyle  of  the  facred  writings, 
though  fomewhat  aptient  and  obfolete,  is  yet 
underftood  without  inuch  difficulty  even  by 
the  common  people^  He  informed  me,  that 
the  clergy  are  divided  into  fecular  and  regular 
priefts :  that  the  latter  from  whom  are  chofen 
the  dignitaries  of  the  church,  are  not  permit- 
ed  to  marry ;  that  the  feculars  are  the  parifh 
priefts,  and  from  a  literal  obfervation  of  St. 
Paul's  precept,  "  the  huflbanc^  of  one  wife," 
are  required  as  a  qualification  for  orders  to 
marry  j  and  that,  on  the  fpirit  of  the  iame  te- 

net> 


C.  IL  M    O    S    C    O    W.         333 

net,  are  after  the  death  of  their  wives  deemed  ' 
unfit  for  the  facred  ftindion.  The  incapaci- 
tation arifing  from  widowhood  may,  indeed^  '' 
be  healed  by  the  bifhop's  difpenfation*5  but 
the  operation  of  a  fecond  marriage  is  final, 
and  irrevocably  divorces  from  the  altar. 
.The  ^rchbifhop  was  politely  continuing  to 
acquaint  me  with  many  other  circumflances 
peculiar  to  their  ecclefiaflical  efiablifhment, 
when  the  converfation  was  interrupted  by  a 
fummons  to  dinner.  Before  dinner  a  fmall 
table  in^he  corner  of  the  withdrawing-room^ 
as  is  the  ufual  cufiom  in  this  country,  had 
been  covered  with  plates  of  caviare,  red  her- 
ring, bread,  butter,  and  cheefe,  and  different 
forts  of  tiqueursy  to  which  the  company  helped 
themfclves  before  they  adjourned  to  dinner. 

About  ninety  perfons  fat  down  to  table* 
The  entertainment  was  fplendid  and  profufe. 
During  the  fecond  courfe,  a  large  glafs  with  a 
cover  Was  brought  to  prince  Volkonfki,  who, 
flandiiig  tip,  delivered  the  cover  to  the  arch- 
bifliop,  who  fat  next  him,  filled  the  glafs  with 
champagne,  and  drank  the  emprefs's  health, 
which  Was  accompanied  with  a  difcharge  of 
cannon.  The  archbifhop  followed  his  exam-- 
pie,  and  the  glafs  was  in  like  manner  circulat-* 
ed  round  the  table.  The  healths  of  the  great 
duke,  of  the  great  duchefs,  and  of  their  fori 
prince  Alexander  were  then  fuccelEvely  toaft^ 
ed  with  the  fame  ceremonies  $  after  which 
count  Panin  arofe,  and  drinking  a  return  of 
thanks  to  prince  Volkoi^iki  as  mailer  of  the 

feail, 

♦  In  general  the  fecniar  prieft,  when  a  widower,  is  received 
into  a  monad er)% 
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feaft>  was  joined  by  the  whole  com|Ja* 
ny.  When  each  toaft  was  named  by  thfc 
,  prince,  all  the  perfoiis  at  table  got  up  out  df 
refped,  and  remained  ftanding  while  he 
drank.  The  feader  will  excufe  the  mention 
of  thefe  particulars  oh  thi^  and  other  occafi- 
ons  i  as  they  may  be  deertied  not  unworthy  of 
notice,  becallle  they  afe  fdmetimfcs  chara^er- 
iftics  of  national  manners. 

During  our  flay  at  MoFcdv^  we  frequently 
experienced  the  hofpitah'ty  of  count  Alexey 
Orlof,  who,  in  the  laft  ^*^ar  with  the  Poi-te,  com- 
manded the  Rufliaii  fleet  in  the  Archipelago, 
arid  burnt  the  Tutkiffi  drniamerit  in  the  bay 
of  Tchefme,  for  which  adidn  he  has  been  ho- 
noured with  the  title  of  Tdhefiriitlfki.     The 
cuftom  of  conferring  an  additional  namfc  for 
the  performance  of  (ignal  fervices  to  thie  coun- 
try was,  in  imitation  of  the  Romans,  fatnili- 
«rly  praiftifed  by  Conftantine  and  his  fucceflfors 
the  Greek  emperors,  who  reigned  at  Conllan- 
tinbple.     From  that  quarter  it  probably  paf- 
fed  to  the  Ruffiahs,  who  in  the  earlier  times 
of  their  hiftofy  give  appellatiotts  of  this  kind 
to  fome  of  theit"  illuftrious  leadbrs.     Thus  the 
great  duke  Alexander  was  cdlled  Nev^lki  for 
his  vi^flory  over  the  Swedds  dear  the  Neva  5 
and  his  great  grandfon  Detnetriils  Ivanovitch 
was  denominated  Donfki  fdr  his  conqueft  of 
the   Tartars   tipon  the   bartks   of  the    Don. 
This  cuftom^  which  had  long  been  difcon- 
tinued,  hais  been  latefy  revived  by  the  prefent 
cmprefs.     Accordingly  Marfhal  Romanzof  re- 
ceived the  denomination  of  Zadunaifki  froni 
his  vidories  fouth  of  the  Danube ;  prince  Dql- 

gorucia 
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gorucki  that  of  Crimfki  for  Wis  fticceffes  in  the 
Crimea,  and  count  Orlof  this  of  Tchefminiki 
from  the  adion  in  the  bay  of  Tchefme. 

The  houfe  of  count  Orlof  is  fitu^ted  at  the 
extremity  of  one  of  the  fuburbs,  upon  an  ele- 
vated fpot,  commanding  a  fine  viiew  of  the 
Vaft  city  of  Mofcow  and  the  neighbouring 
country.  A  number  of  feparate  buildings 
occupy  a  laifge  trad  of  gtound.  The  offices, 
tables,  manege,  and  other  detached  ftruduies, 
are  entirely  of  brick ;  the  foundation  and  low- 
er ftory  of  the  dwelling-houfe  are  Conftruded 
with  the  fame  materials,  but  the  upper  part 
is  built  with  wood*,  neatly  painted  of  ia  greeA 
colour.  We  carried  a  letter  of  recomfiienda- 
tion  from  prince  Staniflaus  Poniatowlki,  thte 
king  of  Poliaftd's  nephew,  to  the  count,  who 
received  iis  with  great  franknefs  and  cordi- 
ality, and  detained  us  to  dinner ;  he  defired  us 
to  lay  afide  all  form  ;  adding,  he  was  a  plain 
man,  had  a  high  efteem  for  the  Englifh  nation, 
and  fhould  be  happy  to  render  us  every  fervice 
in  his  power  during  our  ftay  at  Mofcow. 
We  had  the  pleafure  of  dining  feveral  times 
with  him,  and  always  met  with  the  moft  po-^ 
lite  reception.  The  (iouht  feemed  to.  live  in 
the  true  llyle  of  old  Ruflian  hofpitality ;  kept 
an  open  table,  provided  with  a  great  variety 
of  Greek  wines,  which  he  brought  with  him 
from  his  expedition  into  the  Archipelago.  One 

diih. 

•  Wooden  houAss  are  by  mafiy  perfohs  ih  this  country  fop- 
pofed  to  be  warmer  and  more  wholefome  ihan  thofe  of  brick 
and  ftone,  which  is  the  reafon  why  feveral  of  the  RufHan  nobi- 
lity cfaufe  that  part  of  the  houle  which  they  inhabit  thenif^ivet) 
to  be  condruded  of  woods 
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di(h,  ferved  on  his  plentiful  board,  mull  be 
mentioned  as  the  mod  delicious  of  the  kind  I 
ever  tailed,  and  which  I  think  only  inferior  to 
our  bell  venifon ;  it  was  a  quarter  of  an  Af- 
trachan  (heep,  remarkable  for  the  quantity 
and  flavour  of  the  fat  -f*. 

We  had  mufic  during  dinneif,  which  indeed 
generally  made  part  of  the  entertaiilment  at 
the  tables  of  the  nobility.  We  obferved  alfd 
another  very  ufual  inftaiice  of  parade-,  namely, 
a  great  number  of  retainers  and  dependents, 
mixed  with  fervants,  but  feldom  aflifling  in 
any  menial  office:  they  occafiohally  flood 
round  their  lord's  chair,  and  feemed  infinitely 
pleafed  whenever  they  were  diftinguifhed  by 
a  nod  or  a  fmile. 

In  this  train  the/e  wis  ati  Armenian  hot 
long  arrived  from  Mount  Caucafus,  who, 
agreeably  to  the  ciiftom  of  his  country,  inha- 
bited a  tent  pitched  in  the  garden,  and  cover-* 
ed  with  a  thick  kind  of  felt*  His  drefs  con-^ 
fifted  of  a  long  loofe  robe  tied  with  a  falh^ 
large  breeches  and  boots:  his  hair  was  cut  iii 
the  manner  of  the  Tartars,  in  a  cii'cular  form; 
his  arms  were  a  poignard,  and  a  bow  of  buf- 
falo's horn  ftrung  with  the  (inews  of  the  lame 
Animal.  He  was  extremely  attached  to  hii 
mafief :  when  he  was  firfl  prefcnted,  he  volun- 
tarily 

f  in  tffllcotirt-yard  1  obferved  feveral  flieep  of  this  fpecies 
ranging  about  the  (tables,  Co  perfectly  tame  that  the]^  fuffered 
OS  10  ftroke  them.  Thej  are  ahnoft  as  large  as  fallow  deer^ 
but  with  much  iliorter  legs  :  they  have  no  horns,  long  flowing 
ears,  and,  inilead  of  tails,  a  large  bunch  of  fat,  fooietimel 
Weighing  thirty  pounds*  Mr.  Pennant  has  given'  an  engraving 
of  thefe  (heep  in  his  Hidory  of  Quadrupeds^  whrieh  he  has  &e« 
coQipanied  with  an  accurate  defcnptton^ 
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tariiy  wok  and^th  of  fealty,  and  iWore  in  thci 
true  language  bf  Eaftem  hypcrborc,  to  attack 
all .  tRe  co\iht's  ^nteniie&,  offering,  as  a  piropF 
bf  the  lince'riLy  pf  this .  dte'claration,  to  ctit  pff 
bis  ovfn  ears;  he  alfo  wiihcd  that  all  the 
iicknteiTs  which  at  any  time  threatened  his 
knafter,  might  b?  IrahsJFerred  to  himfelf.  Hfe 
examinted  bur  clothes,  and  ieiemed  delighted 
with  pointing  out  the  fliperiority  of^  ]bis  bwil 
jdrefs  i^  the  ahicle  pf  toll Veiiifencfe  \  he  threvv 
hin[ifelf  iiato  differeiit  attitudes  with  untom-^ 
hioti  agility,  and  deiSed  Us  to  fiollow  bis  exam^ 
pie  ;  he  daJijiced  i^  Calmuc  dahqe^  whibh  con^ 
jSflted  iid  ftraihitig  every  mufcle^  ^d  writhing 
his  body  into  various  contorfions,  without 
fiirring  from  the  ipbt:  he  .beckoned  tas  into 
the  garden,  took  gireat  pleaiVi 


great  plealpre  ip  thbwihg  ud 
his  tents  and  hif  armjs  j  and  ilibt  feveral  arrows 
to  ah  ama|ihg.heigiit,  .  We  wfereftifiick  with 
the  unaritifici^l  charadeir  of  ,thi^  Armenian, 
5vho  ieemed  like  ii  Wild«^mdn  juft  beginning  to 
be  civilized^  ,  ... 

Cpunt  Orlof,  who  ik  Very  fond  of  the  ma- 
nege, is  etteemed  to  ha.Vc,  though  hot  the 
largteft,  yet  the  fiheft  ftiid  ,in  Ruffia :  and  he 
was  fb  obliging,  as  to  graiifir  our  curiofity  by 
harrying  us  tb  lee  Jt  .faeaf  his  country  houfe; 
at  the  diilanbe  oJF  abotit  fifteen  mile's  from 
Mofcow.  He  conveyed  us  in  .his  owp  carri- 
age, dr;awn  b^  fiic  horleS^  harhfeffeii  wiitktqpes^ 
and  placed  two  in  froht,  and  four  a-bfe^ft  in 
ihe  hinder  i'o\y:  ah.  empty  poath,  with  fix 
Korfcs,  rarigied  two  by  two,  followed  fi>i:  pa- 
rade. He  was  attended  by  four  hiiflars,  and 
ihe  above -mentiohcd  Arjneniari  accoutred  with 

Vol.  I.  2  hife 
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his  bow  and  quiver:  the  latter  continually 
ffaouted  and  waved  his  hand  with  the  ftrong- 
cft  expreflions  of  tranfportj  he  occaiionalTy 
galloped  his  horlc  clofc  to  the  carriage,  theu 
fuddenly  flopped,  and  wheeled  round  to  the 
right  or  left  with  inconceivable  rapidity. 

In  our  route  we  paffed  feveral  large  con- 
vents, furrounded,  like  many  of  the  monafie- 
ries  in  this  country,  with  flrong  walls  and 
battlements  of  brick,  fo  as  to  have  the  appear- 
ance of  fmaH  fortreffes ;  croffed  the  Moikva 
twice,  and  came  in  about  two  hours  into  a 
fyaciavts  circular  pFain  of  luxuriant  pafture,  m 
the  midft  of  which  rifes  an  infulated  hill,  with 
the  count's  houfe  on  the  top.  This  Icat  com- 
mands a  beautiful  view  of  the  circular  plain, 
watered  by  the  Moikva,  and  flcirted  by  gentle 
hills,  whofe  fides  prefent  a  rich  variety  of 
wood,  corn,  and  paftures. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  ftud  was  grazing  in 
the  plain^:  h  confifted  of  a  large  number  of 
the  fincli  ftalliohs,  and  above  fixty  brood 
mares,  moft  of  whom'  had  foals.  The  collec- 
tion was  gleaned  from  the  moft  diftanft  quar- 
ters of  the  globe,  from  Arabia,  Turkey,  Tar- 
tary,  Perfia,  ahd  England.  He  obtained  the 
Arabians  during.  Ws  expedition ' in  the  Archi- 
pelago, fome  as  prefects  from  Ali-Bey,  others 
by  purchafef  or  by  conqueft  from  the  Turks: 
amongft  theie  he  chiefly  prized  four  horfes 
(two  of  vvhieh  we  hati  noticed  in  the  manege 
at  MofooHr)  of  ,the  true  Cochlean  breed,  fa 
'Hiuch  ^fteertied  in  Arabia^  and  fb  feldonx  feen 
-  'but  of  their^native  country. 

The 
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The  count,  after  having  politely  attended 
US  himfelf  to  the  ftud  and  about  the  grounds, 
regaled  us  with  a  moft  elegant  entertainment, 
at  which  his  vivacity  lent  charms  to  his  fplen- 
dour  and  hofpitality.  In  our  return  to  Mof- 
cow,  we  made  a  circuit  to  a  fmall  village 
about  fix  miles  from  the  capital,  where  a  villa 
was  eredingfor  the  emprefs,  called  Tzaricino: 
it  confifted,  befide  the  principal  building,  of 
eight  or  ten  detached  ftrudures  in  the  Gothic 
tafte,  which  were  prettily  difperfed  among  the 
plantations.  The  fituation  js  romantic,  a 
rifing  ground  .backed  with  wood,  and  a  large 
piece  of  water  embracing  the  foot  of  the  hill. 

I  cannot  forbear  to  mention  in  this  place  an 
Z&,  of  almoft  Eaftern  magnificence,  which 
this  vifit  fome  time  afterwards  occafioned. 
One  morning  in  the  enfuing  winter,  at  Peterf- 
burghj  one  of  the  fineft  among  the  Arabian 
horfes,  which  Lord  Herbert  had  greatly  ad- 
mired at  Mofcow,  was  fent  to  him  accompa- 
nied with  the  following  note. 

My  Lord,  I  obferved  that  this  horfe  pleafed 
you,  and  therefore  defire  your  acceptance  of 
him.  I  received  him  as  a  prefent  from  Ali- 
*^  Bey.  He  is  a  true  Arabian  of  the  Cochlean 
race,  and  in  the  late  war  was  brought  by 
the  Ruflian  fhips  from  Arabia  to  me  while 
I  was  in  the  Archipelago.  I  wifh  he  may 
be  as  ferviceable  to  you  as  he  has  been  to 
*^  me  i  and  I  remain,  with  efleem,  your  obe- 
"  dient  fcrvant,  ^ 

"  Count  Alexey  O^^lof  Tchesminski." 

.        Z2.'      •.  "  This 
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This  valuable  horfe  was  fent  from  Peterf* 
burgh  by  fea  to  England^  and  is  now  iti  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke's  poffeflion. 

At  the  clofe  bf  an  entertairimetit  Which  the 
count  one  day  gave  us  at  Mofcow,  hfc  intfo^ 
duced  us  tb  the  fight  of  a  Ruffian  boxings 
match,  which  is  a  favourite  diverfidn  among 
the  common  pedple.  We  repaited  to  the  maiiege 
where  we  found  about  three  hundred  peafants 
affembled.  They  divided  themlelvcs  into  two 
parties,  each  of  Which  fchofe  a  chief,  who  call- 
ed out  the  combatants,  and  pitted  thfem  agninft 
each  other:  only  a  fingle  pait-  was  allowed  to 
engage  at  the  fame^time.  They  did  iiot  ftHp 
as  with  us,  and  had  on  thick  leathcfh  gloves 
with  thumb  pieces,  but  with  no  fepafations 
for  the  fingers.  From  the  ftiffnefs  of  the  Ifea^ 
ther  they  could  fcarcely  double  theif*  fiftsj 
and  many  of  them  ftruck  open  handed.  Their 
attitudes  were  very  different  from  thoffe  ufed 
by  boxefs  in  England :  they  advanced  the  left 
foot  and  fide ;  ftretched  the  left  arm  towards 
the  adverfary  in  order  to  repel  his  blows ;  and 
kept  the  right  arm  (winging  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  other.  They  generally  ftrtick  in  a 
circular  diredioft  at  the  faCe  ahd  head,  never 
attacked  the  breaft  oi^  fides,  and  feemed  to  hav^ 
no  notion  of  aiming  a  bldw  difedly  forwards. 
When  any  combatant  felled  his  antdgonift  to 
the  ground,  he  was  declared  vidor,  and  the 
conteft  between  that  pair  iftimediately  ceafed^ 
Diiflng  our  flay  we  were  witnefs  to  about 
twenty  fuccefliVe  combats.  Some  of  th6  men 
were  of  vafi  ftrength ;  but  their  mode  of  fight- 
ing prevented  any  fiofifchief  ftora  its  exertion ; 

not 
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|ior  did  we  perceive  any  of  thofc  fradwes  an4 
cofitiiflons  in  which  boxing  matches  ill  Engn 
land  fo  frequently  terminate,  ^  Both  parties 
wete  highly  ioteireft^d  in  favour  of  their  i:e- 
fpe£tiye  champions ; .  and  fccimed  at  times  in- 
clined to  enter  the  liftis  in  theirift\ppbrt  5  bui 
the  firft  appearance  of  difpi^te,  or  growing 
beatj,  was  humanely  checked  by  the  county 
who  afted  as.  mediatoi: :  a  kjnd  word,  or  even 
a  nod  from  him,  inftantly  ^nipofed  all  differ- 
ences. When  he  appeared  defirous  to  put  an 
end  to  the  combats,  they  humbly  requefted 
his  permiflion  to  honour  them  with  his  prc^ 
fence  a  little  longer ;  upon  his  alTent,  they 
bow^d  their  heacts  to  the  ground,  and  feemed 
as  pteafed  a&  if  they  h^d  received  the  highefl; 
favour>.  The  count  is  greatly  beloved  by  his 
peafants,  and  their  ftern  countenances  would 
melt/into  the  mofl  affedionate  foftnefs  at  his; 
approach. 

We  made  one  day  an  agreeable  ^xcurfioa 
talV^l^ulka,  th^  vilfe  of  count  Pete^  Panin,  a 
Ruffian  nobleman  of  the  firfl  diflindion,  who 
fignaKzed)  himfelf  in  the  late  war^  agairjft  the 
Turks,  by  the.taking  of  Bender;  aadmor^re-. 
cently  by  the  defeat  and  capture  of  the  rebet 
Pugatchef^    This,  villa  is  fitu^tecjr  at  the  dff-. 
tance  of  fix  mifeSjfromMofcowi  in  tl>e  midft 
of  a  large  forefl.     The  count  originally  pur-, 
piofed  t(>  have  raifed  a  verjr  grand  ilrudure  of  \ 
Dfick,  after  i  defJgn.o^his  late  wife;  but  up-  | 
oa  her  death  he  abandoned;!  this  prpjedl,  and 
consented  himfblf  with  a  comfortable  wooden, 
houfe  at  the  extremity  of  his  grounds,  whigh* 
he  at  firft  ereded  only  as  a  temporary  habita- 

tion* 
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tion.  His  offices,  llablcs,  coach-houfes,  dog- 
kennels,  lodgings  for  his  huntfinen  and  other 
menial  fervants,  form  two  long  rows  of  fepa- 
ratc  wooden  buildings,  all  with  iinifbrm 
fronts  and .  neatly  painted.  The  grounds  are 
prettily  laid  out  in  the  ftyle  of  our  parks  with 
gentle  flopes/fpacious  lawns  of  the  fineft  ver- 
dure, fcattered  plantations,  and  a  large  piece 
of  watei*  fringed  with  wood.  We  could  not 
avoid  feeling  extreme  fatisfadion  at  obferv- 
ing,  that  the  Englifh  ftyle  of  gardening  had 
penetrated  even  jnto  thefo  diftant  regions. 
The  Englilh  tafle,  indeed,  can  certainly  dif- 
play  kfelf  in  this  country  to  great  advan- 
tage, where  the  parks  are  extenfive  and  the 
verdure,  during  their  fhort.  fummer,  uncom- 
monly beautiful,  Moft  of  the  Ruffian  nobles 
have  gardeners  of  our  nation,  arid  refign 
themfelves  implicitly  to  their  dire6lion.  The 
count,  who  is  fond  of  country  diverfions, 
had  a  pack  of  hounds  chiefly  of  the  Englifh 
breed,  confifting  of  an  indifcriminate  mix- 
ture of  harriers,  ftag  and  fox  hounds  feleded 
without  any  regard  to  their  fizes  or  forts. 
With  this  fame  pack  h?  hunted  wptves,  deer, 
foxes,  and  harps.  He  ppfleffed  likewife  a 
fine  breed  of  Ruffian  greyhounds,  in  high 
eftimation  for  their  fwiftnefs:  they  are  ihaggy 
and  wire-fhaired,  and  fome  of  them  are  taller 

than   the  largeft  Newfoundlaii4  do^  I  ever 
faw. 

The  count  entertained  us  with'  a  moft 
fumptuous  dinner:  we  were  particularly  ftruck 
with  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  fruit 
which   made  ;its  appearance  in  the  defTert; 

pines, 
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pine,  peaches.  a,ri««s.  ,rap^,  pea«.  che. 
rics>  none  of  which  can  in  this  country  he 
obtained  without  the  afliftance  of  hot-houfes*, 
were  lerved  in,  the  greateft  profuuoa*     There 
was  a  delicious  fpecies  of  fmall  melon,  which 
had  been  £ent  by  land-carriage  ff om  Aftrachan 
to  Mofcow,  though  at  the  diftsui^pe  of  a  thou^ 
ikod  miles  *.     One  inftance  of  elegance  which- 
driftinguifhed  the  d^ffert,  and  which  had  the 
ptettipft  efFedl  imaginable,  muft  pot  be  omit- 
ted; at  the  upper  and  lower  end  of  the  table, 
were  placed  two  chin^  vafes  containing  cherry 
trpes  in  full  leaf,  and  fruit  hanging  on  the 
t<^g^s,  which  was   gathered   by   the  ccmh- 
pany.     We  obferved  alfo    in   the  deffert   a 
curioys  fpecies  o£  apple,  which  is  not  qncom- 
mon  in  the  neighbourbqcxl  of  Mdfcow:  it  is 
ibmewhat  larger  than  a  golden-pippin^  is  of 
the  colour  and  tranfparency  of  pale  amber, 
and  has  an  exquifite  flavour  ^  the  Ruffians 
call  it  Navlnich.     The  tree  thrives  here  in 
the.  open  air  without  any  particular  attention 
to  its  culture,  but  degenerates  in  other  coun- 
tries ;  its  flips  and  feed,   when  planted  in  -a 
forergn  foil,  have  hitherto   produced  only  a 
common  fort  of  apple^  but  never  the^  tj^ajaf- . 
parent  fpecies. 

In  returning  from  Mikaulka.we  pafled  clofe 
to  the  villa  of  count  Rofomouflci  Hetman  of 
the  Ukraine,  and  it  refembled  more  a  little 
town  than  a  country  houle.  It  xonfifted  of 
forty  or  fifty  buildings  of  diflerent  fizes  5  fome 

of 

*  Thefe  melons  fometlmcs  coft  five  pounds  apiece,  and  at 
mbcr  times  ihcy  may  be  purchafed  in  the  riiarkeis  of  Mofcow 
for  lefs^than  half  a  crown  apiece. 


y 
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of  bri^k ;  odiers  of  wood  ;  ftnne  painted^  and 
pthers  plain.  He  maintains  his  guatd^  a  nu- 
nieroi;is  train  of  retainers,  and  a  large  band 
of  muficians.'  The  Rvflian  nobles  difplaj  a 
great  degree  of  grandeur  and  magnificence  in^ 
their  honfes,  dpmeflics^  and  way  of  living. 
Their  palap^s  at  and  near  Moicow  are  ftu- 
pendous  piles  of  buildings ;  and  I  am  inform- 
^  that  their  manfioQs,  at  a  diflance  from' 
Mofeow  and  Peterfburgb,  a^  upon  a  QiU 
greater  ical^y  where  they  rcfidc  as  indepen- 
dent princes^  like  the  feudal  barpns  in  early 
times;  have  their  ieparate  courts  of  jufiice, 
and  govern  their  yaflals  with  an.  akbpfi  unli- 
mited fway, 

I  did  not  exped  to  have  found  in  this  nor- 
thern climat;e  a  kind  of  Vauxhall,  which  our 
curroiity  led  us  to  yifit.  It  is  (ituated  at  ^^^ 
furtheft  extremity  o£  tlie  foburbs  in  a  fc- 
queftered  fpot,  which  has  more  the  appearanco^^ 
of  the  country,  than  of  a  town,  '  We  entered 
by  a  covered  way,  fimilar  to  that  at  our  Vaux- 
hall,  into  the  gardens,  which  were  fplendidly 
illuminated.  There  was  an  elegant  rotunda 
for  th^  company  to  walk  iiji,  either  in  cold  or 
rainy  weather,  and  feveral  apartments  for  tea 
or  fuppcr.  The  entrance  money  was 'four 
Ihillingg.  The  proprietor  is  ah  Briglifllxpan,' 
whofe  name  is  Mattocki.  The  encourage- 
ment he  met  with  from  the  natives  on  this  oc- 
calion  had  enabled  him  to  engage  in  conftnid- 
ing,at  a  very  confiderable  expencc,  a  fpacious^ 
theatre  of  brick ;  and,  as  an  indemnificatioQ, 
he  had  obtained  from  the  emprefe  an  exclu- 
iivc  patent  for  all  plays,  and  public  mafque-r 

rades, 
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radesi  during  tifii  yf^rs  fr^m  the  time  of  its, 
^:Qmpletion. 

The  ifineft  view  of  li^ofcow  is  ta  hp  fcen 
from  a ^  cmineQce  about  four  or..fi^e  mite$,. 
from  the  town,  pf  which  J  haV^  forgotten  th^ 
Hvflian  name,  but  its  figmficHtkxn.ili  E^giifll^ 
ifi  Sparrow-hill ;  upon  this  «nia)en<:e'  were 
tjhe  ruiijis  of  a  ^arge  palace  built  by  Alexejr 
Michaekvitch^  ypoa  our  return  we  flopped 
at  VafiHof  fki,  the  villa  of  prince  Dolgorucki, 
which  j^ands  upon  $he  brow  of  the  fame  hill. 
The  Mofkva,  broader  than  ufual,  run«  at  its. 
foot  in  a  femiclrcle  ;  and  the  vaft  city  pf  Moli. 
cow  lies  open  before  it :  the  houfe  is  a  large 
wooden  building,  to  which  we  afcended-  by 
mounting  three  terrafles.  The  prefent  poft 
it^cdpr  of  this  villa  is  prince  Dplgorucki  Crim^ 
:(J<i,  who  diftipguifti^  hinifclf  by  his  repeated 
yidories  oyer  tl^  Turks  in  the  Crimea,  and 
by  the  cpnqueft  pf  that  peninftila.  The  mo- 
4ek  of  fcyeral  fortreflps,  whi«h  he  befieged 
and  took,  are  placed  in  the  gardens  ;  I  parti-  ^Jf^--''^'''"' 
<;ularly  Remarked  tjhpife  of  Ye^ikale,  Kerfch,^ 
^nd  Precop. 

'  In  going  over  the  houfb,  the  various  reverfes 
of  fortune  which  haye  befallen  the  family  of 
polgorucki,  occurred  forcibly  to  my  recollec- 
tion^ efpecially  whe^  I  furyeyed  the  portrait 
pf  the  princefs  Catharine  Dolgorucki,  whofe 
adventures,  fo  pathetically  defcribed  by  Mrs. 
Vigor  *,  t^fford  one  of  the  ruoft  afFeding  fto- 
ries  in  the  annals  of  hiftory.  That  unfortu^ 
laate  princefs,  after  having  been  torn  from  the 
peiifoa  fhe  loved,  was  betrothed  againft  her 

!  inclination 

*  Sec  Letters  frcm^RuIIifti  by  a  Lad/, 
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laclination  to  the  emperor  Peter  IL  On  his 
deceafe  fhe  became  a  momentary  (bvereign  ; 
but  was  aimofl  as  inflantly  hurried  from  the 
palace  to.. a"  dungeon,  where  fhe  languiihed 
during  the  whole  reign  of  the  emprefs  Anne. 
Being  at  length  releafed  upon  the  acceiiion  of 
Elizabeth,  flie  married  count  Bruce,  and  died 
without  leaving  any  iflue; 


I  I 


I  . 
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Number  of  churches  in  Mofcow. — Defcription 
of  the  moji  ant  tent. — Their  outward Jiruaure. 
'T^Jnterior  divi/ions.^-^WorJInp  of  painted  ima^ 
ges. ^^Defcription  of  an  enormous  bell — Prin-- 
cipal  buildings  in  /^^  Kremlin. — Antient pa^ 
tace. — Convent ^  of  Tchudof. — JNuknery  of 
Viefnovitlkoi, — Cathedral  of  St.  Michael.— 
Tombs  and  ^hara£lers  of  the  Tzars. — Genealo^ 
gical  tables  ofthefovereigns  of  Mofcow  of  the 
hotife  of  1k\xnQ,.''rrOf  different familes. — Of  the 
line  of  Romanof. 

HE  places  df  xlivine  worfhip  at  Mofcow 
are  exceedingly  numerous ;  including  chapels, 
they  amount  tqi  atove  a  thoiifand:  there  are 
484  public  churches,  of  which  199  are  of 
'brick)  and  the  others  of  wood^  the  former  ate 
commonly  ftuccoed  or  white-walhed,  the  lat- 
ter painted  of  a  red  colour. 

The  moft  antient  churches  of  Mofcow  are 
generally  fquafe  buildings,  with  a  cupola  and 
four  fmall  domes*,  fome  whereof  are  of  cop^ 

per 

*  The  church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  fometimes  called  the 
Church  of  Jerufalem,  which  (lands  in  the  Khiiaigorod,  clofe  to 
the  gate  leading  into  the  Kremlin,  has  a  kind  of  high  fteeple 
and  nine  or  ten  domes  :'  it  was  built  in  the  reign  of  Ivan  Voffi- 
licvirch  II.  An  engrtiving  of  that,  as  well  as  of  lome  of  the  more 
antient  churches,  may  be  feen  in  Olearius  and  Le  Brun's  Tra- 
vels. 
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per  or  inn  ph^  ofeheis  cf^n^aAa  plmmor 
painted  green.  Thefi:  cupchs  aad  domes  ase 
£k  the  nioft  part  ornamented  widi  crafics  en- 
twined with  thin  (Aatigs  or  wiics;  eadi  cio& 
has  two  tianfverie  faan-f-,  the  upper  horinn- 
tal^  the  lower  inclining;  which,  acootdii^  to 
the  foppofitum  of  many  Ruffians,  is  inppofed 
to  have  been  the  fiirm  o£  the  real  pofi,  and 
that  oar  Saviour  was  nailed  to  it  widi  his 
arms  in  an  horizontal  pofition,  and  one  of  the 
legs  higher  than  the  other.  I  fiequcBtly 
obferved  a  creiceat  under  the  lower  bar» 
the  meaning  of  which  no  one  could  ex- 
plain *. 

The  iniideof  the  church  is  moftly  compofed 
of  three  parts ;  that  called  by  the  Greeks  «e>Mc^ 
by  the  Ruffians  Trapes  -,  tlie  body  ;  and  the 
^ndi^ry  w  ihrine. 

la  the  body  of  the  church  there  are  fise* 
quen^  four  iquare  pillars,  very  thick  and 
heavy,  for  the  purpofe  of  fupporting  the  cu-^ 
pola :  thefe  pillars,  as  well  as  the  walk  aad 
cieb'ngs,  are  painted  with  innumerable  repre- 
sentations of  our  Saviour,  the  Virgin  Mary, 
aij^d  pf  different  faiiits.     Many  of  the  figures 

*^.  I  am  here  defcribing  the  moft  ftjitieni  churches  ;  the  mo- 
dern croiTes  oven  tbofe  6f  Sj.  I^eteribiirgb  a^e  mofti/  feigle. 

*  Dr.  King  srccounrs  for  the  crefcent  in  the  following  ingenN 
cm  manner.  *•  Some  churches  have  a  crefcent  under  the  crofs; 
**'  for  when  the  Tartars,  to  whom  M^fcovy  was  fubjefVed  two 
**  hundred  years,  converted  any  of  the  churches  into  mofques 
**  i'or  the  ufe  of  their  own  religion ^  they  fixed  the  crefcent, 
'Mbe  badge  of  Mahometanifm  upon  them:  and  «(^en  the 
*•  grand-duke  U'an  Bafilovirch  had  delivered  his  country  from, 
**  the  Tartar  yoke,  and  rcftored  thofe  ediBces  to  the  CiHi^i^^^ 
**  vvQrfliip,  be  left  the  crefcrnt  remaining,  and  planted  a  crofi. 
'  **  upon  ir  as  a  mark  of  its  vi£tory  over  its  enemy.**^  Rjtes  and 
Ceremonies  of  the  Greek  Church,  p.  23,. 
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are  cnormotlfly  lafge,  ailtd  are  extecuted  in  the 
rudeft  manher ;  iTome  are  daubed  uf)dn  the 
bare  walls ;  others  upon  large  maffive  jplates 
of  filver  or  brafs,  or  fentlofed  ih  fraihes  of^ 
thofe  metals.  The  head  of  each  figure  is  in- 
variably detkcd  with  a  glory ;  which  is  a 
ttiaffy  fcmicircle,  greatly  rfefemblittg  an  hbrf^- 
Ihbe,  tof  brafs,  filver,  or  gold,  and  foipetimes 
tom^fed  almoft  fentirely  of  pearls  and  preci- 
ous ftones.  Some  of  the  favtourite  faiiits  are 
adoriied  Avith  filken  dtapery  faftehed  to  the 
walls,  anid  ftudded  with  jewels ;  fome  are 
l^ainted  upon  a  gold  ground,  atid  others  are 
gilded  in  all  ^arts  but  their  fabe  and  hands. 
Towards  the  extremity  of  the  body  iJf  the 
chuirch  is  a  flight  of  fteps  leading  to  the 
fhrine;  and  between  thefe  fteps  and  the 
ihrine  is  ufxially  a  platform,  upon  which  the 
bfBciating  minifter  Hands  and  petfornis  ^art  of 
the  fefvice. 

The  fhrine  br  fandiiary  is  divided  frbiti  the 
body  of  the  dhurch  by  the  Iconajius^  or  flcrecii^ 
generally  the  {)art  the  moft  richly  orhamehted^ 
iahd  on  whicli  thfc  moft  holy  pidtlres  are  pairitfed 
br  hung*,  Ih  its  centre  a^'e  the  foldifag,  calffed 
the  holy,  rbyal,  br  beatitiftil  dbors,  which  lead 
to  the  mrine,  within  which  is  tlie  hbly  table, 
as  Dh  king  vi'fell  defqribes  it,  ^«  \vith  folif 

;     «  ^mall 

*  *•  On  the  nonh-fide  of  the  royal  doors  the  picture  of  the 
*•  T^irgin  is  always  placed;  and  that  of  jefuSon  theiboth  %  next 
*^  to  u^hich  is  that  of  the  faint  to  vi^ horn  ihe  church  \%  dedicated  $ 
*'  the  utuation  of  the  red  is  indifferent.  Candles  or  la^nips  ttro. 
**  ufoaliy  fufpended  before  the  inmges  of  Jefus  and  the" Virgin, 
'/  and  feveral  oiberi,.and  fometiines  kept  perpetually  burning." 
ht.  King,  oh  the  Greek  Church,  p.  29 ;  to  vrhich  book  X 
ivould  refer  the  reader  ^'ho  deitrcf  further  informaiiaa  oiith^ 
fubjefi. 
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imall  columns  to  fupport  a  canopy  over  it ; 
from  which  z  pertjierion^  or  dove,  is  fuf- 
pended,  as  a  fymbol  of  the  Holy  Ghofl ; 
upon  the  holy  table  the  crofs  is  always 
laid,  and  th^  Gofpel,  and  the  pyxis,  or  box, 
in  which  a  part  of  the  confecrated  elements 
is  preferved,  for  viiiting  the  fick  or  other 
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**  purpofes*/' 

It  is  contrary  to  the  tenets  of  the  Greek  re- 
ligion to  admit  a  carved  ima^e  within  the 
churches,  in  conformity  to  the  prohibition  in 
Scripture,  "  Thou  flialt  not  make  to  thyfelf  a 
<«  graven  image,"  &c.  By  not  confidering, 
however,  the  prohibition  as  extending  to  re- 
prefentations  by  painting,  the  Qreek  canoniils, 
while  they  have  followed  the  letter,  have  de- 
parted from  the  fpirit  of  the  commandment, 
which  pofitively  forbids  us  to  worfliip  the 
likenefs  of  any  thing  under  whatever  form,  or 
in  whatever  manner  it  may  be  delineated :  for 
if  we  transfer  our  adoration  from  the  Creator 
to  any  objed  of  his  creation,  it  is  of  little 
confequence  whether  we  bow  down  to  the 
produdipns  of  the  painter,  or.  to  thofe  of  the 
fculptor. . 

Over  the  door  of  each  church  is  the  por- 
trait of  the  faint  to  whom  it  is  dedicated,  to 
which  the  ccwiimon  people  pay  their  homage 
as  they  pafs  along,  by  taking  off  their  hats, 
crofling  themfelves,  and  occafionally  touch- 
ing the  ground  with  tlieir  heads,  a  ceremony 
which  I  often  faw  them  repeat  nine  or  ten 
times  in  fucceflion, 

"Before 

t  Dr.  King,  ibid.  p.  26.  ^*' 
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Before  I  clofe  the  general  defcription  of  the 
Kuflian  churches,  I  muft  not  forget  their  bells, 
which  form,  I  majr  almoft  fay,  no  incorifider- 
able  part  of  divine  worfhip  in  this  country,  as 
the  length  or  fhortnefs  of  their  peals  afcer- 
tains  the  greater  or  lefler  fandity  of  the  day. 
They  are  bung  in  beffreys  detached  from  the 
church  :  they  do  not  fwing  like  our  bells,  but 
are  fixed  immoveably  to  thfe  beams,  are  rung 
by^a  rope  tied  to  the  clapper,,  and  pulled  fide- 
ways.  Some  of  thefe  bells  are  of  a  ftupen- 
dous  fize:  one  in  the  tower  of  St.  Ivan's 
church  weighs  3551  Ruffian  poods,  0^127,836 
Englifli  pounds.  It  has  always  been  efteem- 
ed  a  rneritorious  ad  of  religion  to  prefent  a 
church  with  bells  ;  and  the  piety  of  the  do- 
nor has  been  meafured  by  their  magnitude. 
According  to  this  mode  of  eftimation,  Boris^ 
Godunof,  who  gave  a  bell  of  388,000  pounds 
to  the  cathedral  of  Mofcow,.  was  the  moft 
pious  fovereign  of  Ruffia,  until  he  was  fur- 
pafTed  by  the  emprcfs  Anne,  at  whofe  ex-* 
pence  a  bell  was  caft  weighing  43i2/)oa 
pounds,  and  which  exceeds  in  bignefs  every 
bell  in  the  known-world.  Its  fize  is  fo  enor- 
mous, that  I  could  fcarcely  have  given  credit 
to  the  account  of  its  magnitude  if  I  had  not 
examined  it  myfelf,  and  afcertained  its  di- 
mepfions  with  great  exadnefs.  Its  height  is 
nineteen  feet,  its  circumference  at  the  bottom, 
twenty-one  yards  eleven  inches,  it?  gred-teft 
thicknefs  twentynthrec  inches  *.  The  beam 
10[  which  this  vaft  machine  was  faftened  be- 

*  Mr.  Hanwaf ,  in  his  travels,  has  given  aji  accurate  defcrip- 
tion and  engraving  cf  this  be!!. 


^52     "TRAVELS  INTO  RUSSIA.    BAUi 

itig  atcidentaily  burnt,  the  bell  fell  down^ 
jand  a  fragment  was  bhiken  off  towarcis  the 
bottom,  whi(ih  left  an  ipertnre  large  enough 
to  admit  t^o  perfohs  a^breafi  Withdiit  iloop^ 

Our  inn  beidg  cloie  to  the  walls  of  Kremlin^ 
t  had  frequent  opportudities  df  examining  its 
principal  buildings. 

The  pihce^  idhabited  bjr  the  antietit  t^rs^ 
(lands  at  the  extremity  of  th6' Kremlin.  Part 
bf  this  {)alace  is  old,  and  remains  iii  the  faine 
ftate  in  which  ii  was  built  uiider  tvaii.Vaffi- 
iievitcb  ti  The  remaiiider  has  been  fuccef- 
fively  added  at  different  intervals  without  aiiy 
plan,  and  in  Various  ftyles  of.  arqhite<^ure  ^ 
which  ha$  produced  a  motley  pile  of  building, 
remarkable  for  nothing  but  ihe  inco^ginity  of 
the  fevctal  ftfudilres.  ,The  top  js  thickly 
iet,  with  nunieroiis  liiUe  gilded  fpires  atid 
globes^  and  ^  lirge  po{*ticni,.of  the  fh)nt  is 
decorated  with  the  arms  of  all  thfe  provinces^ 
which  compbfe  the  Rufiiati  empire.  ^The 
iipartments  are ,  in  geileral  excebdiHgly  fmall^ 
Excepting  btie  fitigle  rdom^  called  the  cduncil- 
trhambei*,  ih  which  the  ahtieht  izzH  iiied  td 
give  aiidiehce  to  foreign  emb^iladorsj  ai^a 
Which  has  been  repeatfedljr  defctibed  by,  fc- 
Veral  Englilh  travellers,  who  vifited  Mofcow 
before  the  Imperial  fefidence .  was  transferred 
to  Peterfbiirgh.  'the  room  is  large  and  Vault- 
ed)  and  has  in  tjie  centre  an  enormous  pillar 
of  ftorie,  which  fupjiorts  thfe  cieiing  -f.  ; 

Thi^ 

t  "  The  roof  of  the  :ltidlenco-chamber  w,2^  arched  and  fup* 
*^'  ported  bfr  a  great  pillwr  in  ihk  middle."    Lord  Carliifc's  Erp- 

badjr. 
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This  palace,  which,  prior  to  the  aera  of 
Peter  the  Great,  was  efteemed  by. the  natives 
as  an  edifice  of  unparalleled  magnificence,  in 
which  the  tzars  held  their  courts  in  all  the 
fplendour  of  Eaftern  pomp*,  is  now,  fince 
the  late  improvements  in  architedure,  far  fur- 

VoL.L  A  a  paffed 

fcafl}',  p.  149.  Id  the  feaft  wliich  Alex^y  Michaelovitdi  ga¥«  to 
{he  Earl  of  Carlifle,  this  great-  pillar  was  adorn'ed  with  a  won- 
derful variety  of  gold  and  filver  veflels,  p.  zgz. 

*  The  author  of  Lord  Carlifle's  EmbaflTy  defcribes,  in  the  fol-  - 
Jowing  hyperbolical  exprefiions,  the  Afiatic  magnificence  of  the 
court  of  Alexdy  Michaelgvitcb,  at  the  firft  audience  of  the  em- 
bafladors.  •*  And  here  (in  the  audience  chamber)  it  was  we 
**  were  like  thoCp  who  coming  fuddenly  out  of  the  dark  are  daz- 
•*  zltd  with  the  brightncfs  of  the  fun  :  the  fpiendour  of  their  - 
**  jewels  feeming  to  contend  for  priority  with  that  of  the  day  ; 
*•  fo  that  we  were  loft  as  it  were  in  this  confufion  of  glory.  The 
**  tzar,  like  a  fparkling  fun,  (to  fpeak  in  the  Ruiian  dialed) 
**  darted  forth  moft  fumptuous  rays,  being  moft  magnificently 
**  placed  upon  his  throne,  with  his  fceptre  in  his  hand,  and  hav-  ' 
**  mg  his  crown  on  his  head.  His  throne  was  of  niallive  filver 
•*  gijtj  wrought  curioufly  on  the  top  with  feveral  works  and  py- 
•*  ramids  •  and  being  feven  or  eight  fteps  higher  than  the  floor, 
**  it  rendered  the  perfon  of  the  prince  tranu:endently  niajcftic. 
•*  The  fceptre  glittered  ail  over  with  jewels,  his  veft  was  fct 
**  with  the  like  from  top  to  the  bottom  down  the  opening  be- 
**  fore,  and  his  collar  was  anfwerable  to  the  fame.  By  his  fide 
•*  he  had  four  of  the  talieft  lords  ftanding  beiow  his  throne, 
**  e^ch  of  them  with  a  battle-ax  upon  his  ihoulder,  and  with  a 
**  profound  gravity  cafting  their  eyes  now  ancj  then  upon  the 
*•  tzar,  as  inviting  us  to  an  admiration  of  his  grandeur.  Their 
**  habits  were  no  lefs  remarkable  than  their  countenances  be* 
••  ing  all  four  of  them,  from  the  top  of  their  head  to  the  fole  of 
•*  their  foot,  clothied  in  white  vefts  of  ermine,  and  having  chains 
**  of  gold.  But  that  which  was  farther  admirable  was  the  glo- 
**  rious  equipage  of  the  Boyars  prefent  at  this  audience,  who 
•*  Were  as  fo  many  beams  of  the  fun  elevated  in  his  triumphant 
**  car,  and  feemed  to  have  no  luftre  but  to  do  homage  withal  to 
**  their  great  monarch.  They  were  about  two  hundred,  clothed 
**  all  with  vefts  of  clorh  and  gold,  cloth  of  .filver  or  velvet  fet 
**  with  jewels,  all  placed  in  order  upon  benches  covered  with 
"  tapeftry,"  &c.  p.  147  10  149.  The  reader  will  find  many  de- 
fcriptionsof  the  tzar*s  magnificence  and  court,  in  the  feveral  ac- 
counts of  the  different  embaflics  in  Hackluyi's  Colleftion  of 
Voyages, 
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pai&d  bjr  thp  ordinary  maafions  of  the  nobi- 
lity, and  by  no  means  calculated  even  for  the 
temporary  refidence  of  the  ibvereign.  In  this 
palace  Peter  the  Great  came  into  the  world, 
m  the  year  1672;  an  event  here  menticmed, 
not  only  becauXe  it  is  remarkable  in  the  an* 
nals  of  this  country,  but  becaufe  the  Ruffians 
themfelves  were,  till  very  lately,  ignorant  of 
the  place  in  which  their  favourite  hero  was 
bom.  That  honour  was  ufually  afcribed  to 
Columna,  which,  on  that  fuppofitipn,  has 
been  profanely  flyled  the  Bethlehem  of  Ruf- 
fia;  but  the  judicious  MuUer  has  unquef- 
tionably  proved,  that  the  Imperial  palace 
of  Mofcow  was  the  place  of  Peter*s  nati- 
vity ♦. 

I  was  greatly  difappointed  that  we  could 
not  view  that  part  of  the  palace  called  the 
treafury.  The  keeper  being  lately  dead,  the 
door  was  iealed  up,  and  could  not  be  opened, 
until  a  fucceflbr  was  appointed.  Befide  the 
crown,  jewels,  and  royal  robes,  ufed  at  the 
coronation  of  the  fovereign,  this  repofitory,  as 
we  were  informed,  contains  fevcral  curiofities, 
which  relate  to  and  illuftrate  the  hiftory  of  this 
country. 

There  are  two  convents  in  the  Kremlin ; 
one  is  a  nunnery,  and  the  other  a  monaftery 
for  men,  called  Tfchudof.  The  latter  does 
not  merit  any  particular  defcription ;  I  enter- 
ed it  merely  becaufe  it  is  well  known  in  the 
Ruffian  hiftory  as  the  place  wherein  the  tzar 
Vaffili  Shuiiki  was  confined  after  his  depofiti- 
on,  and  from  whence  he  was  taken  in  order 

to 

♦  Sec  Jour.  St.  Pet. 
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to  be  carried  into  Poland :  where  he  only  ex- 
changed one  prifon  for  another  ftill  more  dif- 
mal ;  and  where  he  fell  a  yidim  to  his  own 
difappointment  and  chagrin,  as  well  as  to  the 
ill-treatment  of  the  Poles.  We  are  natural- 
ly led  to  companionate  the  fate  of  an  exiled 
and  depofed  monarch,  who  dragged  on  a  jni- 
ferable  exiftence  amidfl  the  hotrors  of  perpe- 
tual imprifonment :  but  the  black  ingratitude 
of  Vaffili  Shuiiki  towards  Demetrius,  his  fb- 
vereign  and  benefedor,  almoft  extinguifhes 
our  fenfe  of  his  calamities.  For  even  if  the 
perfon  who  affumed  the  name  of  Demetrius 
was  an  impoftor,  Shuiiki,  when  condemned 
for  high-treafoli  to  an  ignominious  death,  was 
equally  indebted  to  him  for  his  pardon ;  an  acS 
of  clemency  ill  requited  by  the  depofition  and 
murder  of  his  benefaftor  *. 

The  nunnery,  called  Viefnovitfkoi,  was 
founded  in  1393  by  Eudoxia,  wife  of  the 
great^duke  Dmitri  Ivanovitch  Donlki.  The 
abbefs  politely  accompanied  us  over  the  con- 
vent herfelf,  and  pointed  out  to  us  every  ob- 
jed  in  the  leaft  degree  worthy  of  attention. 
She  firft  conduced  us  to  the  principal  chapel, 
which  contained  the  tombs  of  feveral  tzarinas 
and  princeffes  of  the  Imperial  family.  The 
tombs  are  a  kind  of  ftone  coffins  laid  on  the 
floor,  and  ranged  in  rows  very  near  each 
other;  fome  were  inclpfed  with  brafs,  and 
others  with  iron  balluftrades,  but  the  greateft 
number  had  no  diftindioii  of  this  fort.  Each 
iepulchre  was  covered  with  a  pall  of  crimfon 

A  a  2  or 

♦  See  Chap.  VIL 
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or  black  velvet,  omameoted  with  an  embroU 
dered  crofs  in  the  middle,  and  edged  with  a 
border  of  gold  and  filver  lace.  Over  the(e,  on 
great  fefiivals,  are  laid  other  coverings  of  gold 
and  filver  tiiTue,  richly  ihiddcd  with  pearls 
and  precious  fiones.  The  foundrefs  of  the 
convent  is  a  faint,  and  is  buried  under  the 
altar.  The  abbefs  very  obligingly  prefented 
me  with  a  MS.  Ruflian  account  of  the  prin-* 
cedes,  who  are  interred  in  the  church.  After 
we  had  fiiUy  examined  thefe  repofitories  of 
the  dead,  and  furveyed  the  rich  veftments 
of  the  priefts,  and  the  figures  of  various  faints 
painted  on  the  walls,  the  abbefs  invited  us 
into  her  apartments.  She  led  the  way,  and 
at  the  top  of  the  flairs,  as  we  entered  the  anti-^ 
chamber,  flruck  the  floor  two  or  three  blows 
with  her  ivory-handled  cane,  when  inflanta- 
neoufly  a  chorus  of  about  twenty  nuns  re-» 
ceived  us  v/ith  hymns,  which  they  continued 
finging  as  long  as  we  flaid  :  the  melody  was 
not  unpleafing.  In  an  adjoining  room  tea  was 
ferved  to  the  company,  and  a  table  was  plen- 
tifully fpread  with  pickled  herrings,  flices  of 
fait  fifh,  cheefe,  bread,  butter,  and  cakes : 
champaigne  liqueurs  were  tendered  by  the  ab- 
befs herfelf.  After  we  had  partaken  of  thefe 
refrefhments,  we  attended  the  abbefs  through 
the  apartments  of  the  nuns,  many  pf  whom 
were  employed  in  embroidering  facerdotal  ha-, 
bits  for  the  archbiftiop  of  Mofcow,  and  we 
took  our  leave. 

The  nuns  wore  a  long,  robe  of  black  fluff, 
black  veils,  black  forehead-cloth,  and  black 
wrappers  under  tfie  chin,  which  ma^c  them 

Ipok 
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look  very  difmal  and  pale.  The  abbefs  was 
diftinguiflied  by  a  robe  of  black  filk.  The 
nuns  are  totally  prohibited  from  meat,  living 
chiefly  upon  fifh,  eggs,  and  vegetables.  In 
other  refpeds  the  order  is  not  rigid,  and 
they  are  allowed  to  pay  occafional  vifits  in  thd 
town. 

I  have  already  had  occafion  to  mention  the 
great  number  of  churches  contained  in  this 
city.  The  Kremlin  is  not  without  its  Ihare ; 
in  a  fmall  compafs  I  counted  eight  almoft  con- 
tiguous to  each  other.  Two  of  thefe  churches, 
namely  that  of  St.  Michael,  and  that  of  the 
Aflumption  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  are  remark- 
able ;  the  one  for  being  the  place  where  the 
fbvereigns  of  Ruflia  were  formerly  interred ; 
and  the  other  where  they  are  crowned.  Thefe 
edifices  are  both  in  the  fame  ftyle  gf  archi-^ 
tcdure,  and  were  probably  conftruded  by 
Solarius  of  Milan,  who  built  the  walls  of  the 
Kremlin.  Though  the  archited  was  obliged 
to  conform  his  tafte  to  the  models  of  ecclefiaf^ 
tical  buildings  at  that  time  ufed  in  Rulfia,  yet 
their  exterior  form  is  not  abfolutely  inelegant, 
although  it  is  an  oblong  fquare,  and  much  too 
high  in  proportion  to  the  breadth. 

In  the  cathedral  of  St,  Michael  I  viewed 
the  tombs  of  the  Ruffian  fovereigns.  The  bo- 
dies are  not,  as  with  us,  deponted  in-  vaults, 
of  beneath  the  pavement,  but  are  entombed 
in  raifed  fepulchres,  moftly  of  brick,  in  the 
fhape  of  a  coffin,  and  about  two  feet  in 
height.  When  I  vifited  the  cathedral,  the  moft 
antient  were  covered  with  palls  of  red  cloth, 
othdrs  of  red  velvet,  and  that  of  Peter  II.  with 

gold 
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gold  tiflue  *,  bordered  with  filver  fringe  and 
ermine.  Each  tomb  has  at  its  lower  extre- 
mity a  fmall  filver  plate,  upon  which  is  en- 
graved the  name  of  the  d^afed  fbver^ign, 
and  the  aera  of  his  death. 

From  the  time  that  Mofcovr  has  been  the 
Imperial  refidence  to  the  clofe  of  the  laft  cen- 
tuiy,  all  the  tzars  have  been  interred  in  this 
catnedral,  excepting  Boris  Godunof,  whofe 
remains  are  depofited  in  the  convent  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  §,  the  tzar  under  the  name  of 
Demetrius  -f ,  who  was  deflroyed  in  a  tumult, 
and  Vaflili  Shuifki,  who  died  in  captivity  at 
Warfaw. 

The  tomb  of  Ivan  Vaflilievitch  I-  claimed 
my  principal  attention,  who  may  juftty  be  es- 
teemed the  founder  of  the  Ruffian  greatnefs. 
At  his  acceflion  to  the  throne  in  1462,  Ruflia 
formed  a  colledion  of  petty  principalities  en- 
gaged in  perpetual  wars  with  each  other,^ 
fome  of  them  nominally  fubjeS  to  the  great-- 
duke  of  Mofcow,  and  all  of  them,  together 
with  that  monarch  himfclf,  tributary  to  the 
Tartars  J. 

Ivan 

*  Upon  great  feftivals  all  the  fepalchres  are  covered  with  rich 
palls  of  gold  or-fiiver  brocade,  ftvdded  with  pearls  and  jewels* 

§  See  Chapter  VI. 

f  See  Chap.  VII. 

t'The  fervitude  of  the  great-duke  will  beft  appear  from  the 
foliowing  circumflances,  recorded  by  Cromer  the  Poliili  hiftori- 
an.  •*  Whenever  the  Tartar  emba^adors  were  fcnt  to  Mofcow 
**  in  order  to  colled  the  accuftomed  tribute^  the  great-duke 
**  ufed  to  meet  them,  and  offer,  as  a  mark  of  his  refpe€t,  a  cop 
**  of  mare's  milk ;  aiKi  if  a  drop  chanced  to  fall  upon  the  mane 
**  of  the  horfe,  on  which  the  Tartar  embafSVdor  was  fitting^  he 
**  would  himfelf  lick  it  pp.  When  they  reached  the  h«il'Of  aii-> 
**  dience,  the  embafbdors  read  the  Khaa*s  letter  feated  upon 

•*  a  caroet 
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Ivan  in  fhc  ctmrfe  of  a  jfrofpcfoiis  reign  of 
above  forty  years^  gave  a  new  afpe£l  to  the 
RtiflRafft  affairs  :  he  aflinejred  to  hfe  dominions 
the  duchies  of  Tve^  and  other  rterghbotrrifig 
princfpafiiies,  fubdned  Novogorod,  ^nd,  what ' 
was  ftill  jfnore  glotiotiS  a(nd  beneficial,  he  tefcu- 
ed  thi*  country  from  the  Tartar  yoke,  and  re- 
fufcd  iht  payment  of  the  ignominrous  tfibiitcf 
v^l^ich'  f6r  above  a  centiify  had  been  eXsL&ed 
from  bis  pfedec-efTors.     He  had  no  fooiier  de- 
livered Ruffia  from  this  dependence,  than  hid 
afliancewas  courted  by  many  European  fove-^ 
reigns  ;  and  duifing  hi^  feign  Mofcow  faw,  for^ 
tbc  fir  ft  time,  embaifad'ors  from  the  emperof 
of  Geftaafny,  fr6fti  the  pope,  the  gf aind-fignor, 
from  the  kings  of  Polanti  and  Denmark,  and 
from  the  republic  of  Veftice, 

The  talents  of  this  abfe  riionai*ch  TKrerc  not 
Confined  to  military  atchievemcntd :  Rulfi^ 
was  indebted  to  him  for  the  improvement  of 
her  cotamerce,  and  for  opening  a  More  i*eady 
communication  with  the  European  nations. 
Under  his  aufpices,  the  knowledge  of  gu;i- 
powderand  the  art  of  calling  cannon  was  firft 
brought  into  Ruffia  by  Afiftotle  of  Bologna*: 
he  employed  the  fame  artift^f*,  as  well  as 
Other  foreigners,  to  ftrike  anew  the  Ruifian 
coins,  which  had  hitherto  been  disfigured  by 
Tartar  infcriptions ;  he  engaged,  at  a  vaft  ex- 
pence,  Italian  artifts  to  enclofe  the  Kremlins 
of  Mofcow   and   Novo^orod  with   walls   of 

brick, 

^*  a  carpet  of  the  choiceft  furs,  while  the  great-duke  with  his 
"  nobles  knelt,  and  liftened  in  icfpeftful  filence."  Crormer!, 
**  L.  29.  p.  6^7. 

*  Bachmeifter*sE(rai  fur  la  Bib.  de  PctcrC  p.  at. 

t  PofTcvinus. 
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bfid^  and  to  cotsStruA  icvcfal  diuidics  and 
ether  public  flmdiires  with  tlie  £udc  mate- 
thd^X*  For  his  v^rkms  cnrfl  and  militaiT 
iarioea  he  ddcrrcdlT  aoqaiicd  the  name  of 
the  Great.  He  is  deicnbed  as  a  pcifin  of 
pffkntie  flatwe  and  IbtocioBS  aiped.  His 
manners  and  deportment,  fiiong^  infisded 
with  the  faarbarifin  of  his  age  and  ooontiyy 
were  fomewhat  ioftened  and  polifhed  b]^  the 
cxamf^  of  his  feoond  wife  Sophia  ^,  a  Gre- 
cian princeis  of  confnramate  beauty  and  win- 
ning zddrds ;  who,  to  all  the  fbfter  graces  of 
her  fex,  added  a  vigorous  and  manly  fpirit  v 
and  wbo^  while  fhe  infufed  into  her  hufband  a 
tafie  for  the  arts  of  peace,  animated  him  to 
thoie  glorious  enterprises  which  tended  to  the 
aggrandizement  of  his  country. 

Ivan  the  Great  died  in  1 505,  in  the  67tb 
year  of  his  age  :  on  each  fide  of  his  remains 
are  depofited  thofe  of  his  &ther  Vaflili  Vafli- 
fievitch,  furnamed  The  Blind*;  and  of  his 

fbn 

t  A  vaft  elFort  in  tbe(e  barbarous  tnnes«  and  wbich  delcrTes 
to  be  mentioned,  becaufe  at  his  acceffion  to  the  throne  almoil 
all  the  buildings  of  Mofcow  were  of  wood. 

i  Sophia  was  daughter  of  Thomas  P'alaeogolus,  brother  of 
Conftantine  the  laft  Grecian  emperor,  who  loft  hit  life  when 
Conftantinople  was  taken  by  the  Turks  in  14S3.  ^^^^  ^^^^ 
that  event  Sophia  repaired  to  Rome  witb  her  father,  where 
they  lived  under  the  proteftron  of  the  pope.  The  latter  is  faid 
ID  have  negotiated  her  marriage  with  the  great-duke,  and  even 
to  have  beftowed  her  portion,  in  hopes  of  procuring,  through 
her  influence,  great  advantages  to  the  Roman  catholic  religion 
tn  Ruilia.  But  thefe  hopes  were  fruftrated  ;  for  Sophia,  imme- 
diately upon  her  marriage  in  1482,  embraced  the  Greek  reli- 
gion. She  encouraged  her  hufband  in  ihaking  off  the  Tartar 
yoke  I  and  probably  affifted  him  in  procuring  the  fibleft  archi- 
tects from  Italy.  See  Heiberfteui,  in  Rer.  Mof.  Comm.  p.  7.  ali» 
?au.  Jovii  De  Leg.  Mof. — Ibid.  p.  rzg. 

*  He  received  the  appellation  of  The  Blind,  becaufe  his  eyes  ; 
had  been  put  out  by  order  of  his  unclcy  who^  having  formerly 

depofed 
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fbn  Vaffili  Ivanovitch,  who  fucceeded  him  in 
the  throne,  iand  expired  in  i533« 

.In  a  fmall  chapel  adjoiniijg  to  thefe  tombs 
is  the  fepulchre  of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  11.  f  fon 
and  fucceflbr  of  Vaffili  Ivanovitch.  This  fo- 
vereign  is  branded  by  many  writers  with  the 
name  of  tyrant ^  and  represented  as  the  moft 
odious  monfter  that  ever  difgraced  human  na- 
ture.' In  delineating,  however,  his  general 
charadcr,  they  are  fometimes  guilty  oi  falfe- 
hood  J,  and  often  of  exaggeration,  and  feem 
totally  to  forget  many  great  qualities  which 
he  certainly  poffefled.  Though  we  fhould 
not  give  implicit  credit  to  many  idle  reports 
which  are  related  of  his  favagenefs  and  in- 
humanity J  yet  it  would  be  equally  as  abfurd, 

and 

depofed  hipn,  pra6tiTed  this  cruel  expedient  in  order  to  difqua- 
hfy  him  from  re^'afcendtng  the  ikrone.  He  was  afterwards^ 
however,  re-inftated  in  the  fovereignty  by  the  affedioo  of  his 
fubjedls. 

f  Called,  by  the  Englifli  writers,  John  Bafilovitz. 

t  Thus  fome  writers  afTert*  that  when  he  walked  out^  of 
made  a  progrefs  through  his  dominions,  if  he  met  any  one  whofe 
mien  dilpleafed  him,  he  would  order  his  head  to  be  ftruck  off,  or 
do  it  himfelf. 

Others  as  abfurdly  relate,  that  he  would  order  bears  to  be  let 
loofe  upon  a  croud  of  people  aifembled  in  the  ilreets  of  Mofcow, 
and  diverted  himfelf  with  the  cries  and  agonies  of  the  perfons 
devoured  by  thofe  ferocious  animals. 

Olearius  informs  us,  that  Ivan  wantonly  commanded  the  eyes 
of  the  architect,  who  built  the  church  of  the  Holy  Trinity  ftt 
Il^ofcow,  to  be  put  out,  that  he  might  never  conftrudtany  build- 
ing of  fuperior  beauty. 

Thefe  idle  tales  confute  themfelves  ^  but  the  following,  re- 
port we  are  able  to  contradi6t  from  our  own  hillory.  Ivan  i^ 
faid  to  have  ordered  the  hat  of  the  EngliHi  embaflador,  Si>r  Je- 
rome Bowes,  to  be  nniled  to  his  head,  becaufe  herefufed  to  tak^ 
it  off  in  the  tzar*s  prefence. 

This  report  was  occafioned  by  the  exaggerated  account  of  a 
mifunderftanding  between  the  tzar  and  Sir  Jerome  Bowes,  which 
is  related  in  the  etnbafTador's  difpatches.  Hackluyt's  Collediioa 
tf  Voyages,  v.  I.  p.  460,  &c. 
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and  contrary  to  hiflorical  evidence^  to  deny  or 
attempt  to  apologife  for  many  cruelties  *  adn- 
ally  committed  by  this  monarch,  who,  no 
more  than  Peter  the  Great,  reckoned  cle- 
mency among  the  number  of  his  virtues. 

But  while  we  regard  the  ferocity  and  im- 
placability of  his  temper  with  abhorrence^  we 
cannot  refufe  the  tribute  of  admiration  to  his 
political  charader.  He  raifed  the  fuperllruc- 
ture  of  the  Ruffian  grandeur,  of  which  his 
grandfather  had  laid  the  foundation.  Inftead 
of  a  defultory  militia,  coUefted  in  hafte,  and 
always  impatient  to  diiband,  he  inftituted  a 
flanding  army ;  he  aboHihed  the  ufe  of  the 
bow,  hitherto  the  principal  weapon  amoi!ig  the 
Ruffians ;  he  trained  them  to  fire-arms,  and 
accuftomed  them  to  a  more  regular  difcipline. 
By  means  of  this  formidable  body,  he  ex- 
tended his  dominions  ori  all  fides,  and  parti- 
cularly conquered  the  kingdoms  of  Cafan  and 
Aflrachan,  and  rendered  the  Ruffian  name  re- 
ipedtable  to  the  diftant  powers  of  Europe. 
He  gave  to  his  fubjeds  the  firft  cQde  of  writ- 
ten laws  5  he  invited  foreign  artifls  -f  to  Mof- 
cow  ;  he  introduced  printing  into  Ruffia  5  he 
promoted  commerce,  and  regulated  the  duties 
of  export  and  import ;  he  permitted  Englifh 
merchants  to  efiabliih  factories  within  his  do- 
minions, 

*  loftances  of  whicH  the  reader  will  find  in  the  6th  chap,  of 
this  Book,  and  the  id  of  Book  IV. 

f  Above  three  hundred  artiftsof  all  profelHons,  namely,  pain- 
ters, fculptors,  archite^s,  watch-makers,  cafters  of  bells,  mi- 
'  ners,  armourers,  ftationers,  mafons,  &c.  have  already  arrived  at 
Lubec  in  their  way  to  Mofcow,  but  were  prevented  from  pro»- 
ceeding  by  the  intrigues  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lubec,  and  the 
natives  of  Livonia*     See  Bacbmeifter^s  Effai  fur  la  Bib«  &c. 
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minions,  and,  with  a  Kbcrality  not  alwiyjr 
pradlifcd  by  more  enlightened  fovercigns, 
granted  to  them  the  free  exercifc  of  their  re- 
ligion J  he  had  even  formed  the  defign,  which 
death  alone  prevented,  of  inflitnting  various 
femJnaries  for  the  cultivation  of  the  Latin 
and  German  languages.  In  a  word,  he  may 
fairly  be  efteemed  one  of  thoie  fovereign^, 
who  have  contributed  to  improve  and  civilize 
their  fubjeds. 

Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  died  in  1584,  in  an 
agony  of  grief  at  the  death  of  his  eldefl  fort 
Ivan,  whofe  remains  are  placed  contiguous  tof 
thofe  of  his  father,  Hiftorians  have  recorded, 
that  this  prince  received  his  death,  from  the 
perlbn  to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  his  life, 
l3y  an  unfortunate  blow  upon  his^  temple. 
The  enemies  of  the  tzar  have  not  failed  to  im^ 
pute  this  melancholy  cataftrophe  to  defign  j 
while  his  apologifts  nave  no  lefs  flrcnuouflfy 
laboured  to  repieient  it  as  merely  accidental. 
Upon  weighing  thefe  difcordant  accounts 
with  impartiality,  it  appears,  that  the  blow 
was  either  cafual,  or,  if  defigned  to  chaftife, 
certainly  not  intended  to  be  fatal. 

Feodor,  the  fecond  fon  and  fucceflbr  of  Ivan 
Vaffilievitch  IL  is  interred  in  the  fame  chapel; 
a  prince  of  fuch  weak  intelleil^  and  notori* 
ous  incapacity,  as  to  be  a  mere  phantom  of 
fovercignty^  and  entirely  under  the  dirediion 
of  his  brother-in-law  Boris  Godunof.  Feodbf 
'  afcended  the  throne  in  1584,  and  expired  in 
1 598 :  in  him  ended  the  male  line  of  the  fove- 
"reigns  of  the  houfc  of  Ruric  *,  a  femily  wh<^ 

had 

*  Unlefs  D^metriiif  was  the  real  Ton  oflvao  VaffiUcTitch  II. 
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had  reigned  over  Rnflia  for  a  period  of  more 
than  ieven  centuries. 

Among  the  tombs  in  this  church,  the  moil 
remarkable  is  that  which  contains  the  body 
of  a  child,  fuppofed  by  the  Rullians  to  have 
been  the  third  fbn  of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  11. 
who  is  faid  to  have  been  ailal&nated  at  Vglitz, 
in  the  ninth  year  of  his  age,  by  order  of  Boris 
Godunof.  This  tomb,  which  is  more  diftin- 
guifhed  than  thofe  of  the  Ruffian  fovereigns, 
is  of  brafs  and  highly  ornamented.  The 
child  is  claffed  among  the  faints  of  the  Ruffian 
calendar,  and,  according  to  the  legends  of  the 
church,  his  body  is  faid  to  have  performed 
miracles,  and  is  believed  by  the  credulous  to 
remain  uncorrupted.  The  top  of  the  fepul- 
chre  is  frequently  uncovered,  and,  during 
divine  fervice  on  the  feftival  of  St.  Alexander 
Nevfki,  I  obferved  feveral  Ruffians  killing 
the  iniide  with  great  marks  of  devotion.  The 
hiftory  of  the  aflaffination  at  Vglitz,  and  the 
adventures  of  the  real  or  pretended  Demetrius, 
who  filled  the  throne  for  a  Ihort  time,  require 
a  feparate  narrative. 

The  fovereigns  of  the  houfe  of  Romanof 
are  interred  in  the  body  of  the  church :  their 
tombs  are  placed  on  each  lide  between  the 
xnalTv  pillars,-  which  fuppprt  the  roof. 

Tne  firfl  of  this  illuftrious  line  is  Michael 
Feodorovitch,  whofe  eledion  in  161 3  put  a 
final  period  to  a  long  fcene  of  civil  bloodfhed, 
and  reftored  tranquillity  to  his  diftraded 
country.  He  owed  his  elevation  to  his  high 
rank  and  princely  defcent ;  but  more  particu- 
larly to  the  virtues,  abilities,  and  popularity  of 

his 
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his  father  Philaretes.  A  body  of  Ruffian  nobles 
having  tendered  the  crown  to  Ladiflaus  prince 
of  Poland,  that  prince  had  adually  affumed 
the  title  of  tiar,  and  eftablifhed  a  garrifon  at 
Mofcow  :  foon  afterwards  a  powerful  party, 
averfe  to  the  government  of  a  foreigner,  ex- 
pelled the  Poles  from  the  capital,  and  una- 
nimoufly  advanced   Michael    to  the   throne, 
though  at  that  time  fcarcely  feventeen  years 
of  age.     It  is  lingular,  that  he  was  raifed  to 
this  high  ftation,  not  only  without  his  know- 
ledge, but  even  in  repugnance  to  his  own  in-  ' 
clination.     When  the  deputies  from  Mofcow 
arrived  at  Coftroma,  where  he  at  that  time 
relided  with  his  mother,  and  acquainted  him 
with  his  eledion ;  Michael,  recolleding  the 
dreadful  cataftrophes  which  had  befallen  all 
the  tzars  fince  the   demife  of  Feodor  Ivano- 
vitch,  and  refleding  on  the  prefent  diftraded 
ilate  of  Ruffia,  burft  into  tears  j  and  for  a 
while   declined   the  proffered   crown,  which 
feemed  to  entail  deftrudion  upon  thofe  who 
had  ventured  to  wear  it  *.     Overcome,  how- 
ever, by  the  importunities  of  the  deputies,  and 
partly  dazzled  with  the  fplendour  of  royalty, 
Michael  at  length  yielded  to  the  wifhes  of  his 
country;    and    repairing   without    delay    to 
Mofcow,  was  crowned  with  the  ufual  folem- 
nities.     Though  he  afcended  the  throne  with 
reludance,  he   filled   it   with   dignity ;    and 
found  a  protedion  from  thofe  difafters  which 
overwhelmed  his  immediate  predecelTors   in 

his 

*  See  Bufching's  Account  of  ;he  Ele^ion  of  Micbs^el.  Hift^ 

M.  n.  p,  403, 
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his  own  dilcretion,  in  the  wife  connicls  of  bis 
father,  and  in  the  afiedion  o£  his  fubjeds. 
Michael  died  in  1648,  after  a  jnofperous  leiga 
of  28  years.  ^ 

Alexey  Michaelovitch  his  fan,  who(e  afhes 
lie  contiguous  to  his  remains,  is  chiefly  known 
hy  fi^reigners  as  the  fether  of  Peter  the  Great ; 
but  he  deierves  likewife  our  attention  for  his 
own  public  virtues,  and  for  a  variety  of  faluta- 
ry  inftitutions.  Her  reviled,  amended,  and  new- 
inodeiled  the  code  of  laws  compiled  by  Ivan 
Vaiiilievitch  II. ;  he  introduced  a  more  regular 
difcipline  into  the  army ;  and  invited -f-  foreign 
officers  into  his  fervicc;  he  procured  from 
Amfierdam  feveral  fhip-builders,  whom  ht 
employed  in  conftruding  veflels  for  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Caipian  Sea;  in  a  word,  he 
traced  the  great  outlines  of  many  of  thofe 
regulations  which  were  afterwards  improved 
and  enlarged  by  the  vaft  genius  of  bis  fbn 
Peter  the  Great.  Alexey  deceafed  in  1676, 
in  the  3  ad  year  of  his  reign,  and  the  49th  of 
his  age. 

Oppoiite  to  the  fepulchre  of  Alexey  arc 
thofe  of  his  fons  Feodor  and  Ivan:  Feodor, 
who  fucceeded  his  father  in  the  throne,  has 
been  defcribed  by  Voltaire  and  others  as  a 
prince  who  poiTCTfed  a  vigorous  mind  in  a 
we^k  frame,  and  whofe  adminiilration  was 
dignified  with  many  ufeful  and  glorious  regu- 
lations. T  he  truth  is,  however,  that  incapa- 
city, 

t  Maycrbcrg  fays,  among  the  foreign  officers  in  the  ieryice 
of  A\c%hf  Mtchaelovitch,  were  two  generals,  two  field  mar- 
fhals,  more  than  an  hundred  colonels,  majors,  captains,  liei^te* 
nantsy  and  enligns  in  proportion. 
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cityy  no  jbfs  th^n  ill-hedth,  disqualified  him 
from  conduding  the  affairs  of  government  j 
that  he  adually  refigned  himfelf  jto  the  direc- 
tion of  his  fifier  Sophia ;  and  that  ail  the 
jbeneficial  ads  of  his  adminiilration  muft  be 
afcribed  to  her  influence^  and  to  the  abilities 
of  his  prime  miniiler  the  great  Galitzin. 
Feodor,  after  9.  fhort  reign  of  fix  years,  funk 
^n  1682  under  the  diforders  which  bad  long 
preyed  upon  his  frame, 

lyan,  fecond  brother  of  Feodor,  and  rights 
ful  heir  of  the  throne,  was  fo  debilitated  by 
epileptic  fits,  both  in  body  and  mind  *,  that 
he  w^s  at  firft  excluded  from  the  iucceflioa 
as  incapable  of  difcharging  the  fundtions  of 
government,  but  was  afterwards  recognized 
as  joint-fovereign  with  his  half-brother  Peter 
the  Great ;  he  was  confidered  merely  as  9, 
puppet,  held  up  to  fatisfy  the  multitude,  and 
to  fecure  to  his  adherents  a  (hare  in  the  admi- 
niilration of  affairs.  He  was  allowed  to  con- 
tinue this  ftage-pageant  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  lifej  and  his  death,  which 
happened  in  1698,  was  fcarcely  perceived 
by   his  fubjeds,  and  not  known  to  the  reft 

of 

*  Schleifiings  who  \vas  at  Mofcow  during  the  adminiilration 
of  Sophia,  thus  defcribes  the  peifon  of  Ivan,  **  Ivan  Alexdy, 
**  the  eldeft  tzar,  is  ill-formed  by  nature,  infomuch  that  he  can 
•*  neither  riehtlj  fee,  read,  or  fpeak.  He  always  wears  a  piece 
*•  of  green  ulk  before  his  tyts,  in  order  to  prevent  the  upper 
**  part  of  his  face  from  being  feen  pn  account  of  irs  deformity, 
*'  But  he  is  very  pious  and  devout  ;  and  as,  on  account  of  his 
**  weak  conditution,  he  cannot  hunt,  or  take  any  violent  exer* 
^''  cife,  he  is  the  more  conftant  in  his  attendance  at  church,  and 

never  miifes  a  proceffion.     He  is  fliort  in  bis  perfon,  Ytiy 

i^in,  and  is  n9m  30  years  of  age^*' 


«4 
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of  Europe,   except   by  the  omiffion    of  his 
name  in  the  public  ads. 

The  fovereigns  fubfequent  to  Ivan  are  in- 
terred at  Peter{burgh,  excepting  Peter  II. 
whofe  afhes  repofe  in  this  cathedral.  This 
monarch,  the  fon  of  the  unfortunate  Tzaro- 
vitch  Alexey,  was  born  in  171 5,  fucceeded  in 
1727,  Catharine  I.  and  died  in  1730  of  the 
fmall  pox  in  this  city,  on  the  very  day  which 
had  been  appointed  for  his  marriage  with  the 
princefs  Dolgorucki.  His  death  was  occafi- 
oned  by  the  ignorance  of  the  phyficians,  who 
treated  his  diforder  as  a  malignant  fever. 
Peter  II.  acquired  great  popularity  by  fixing, 
during  the  latter  part  of  his  Ihort  reign,  his 
imperial  refidence  at  Mofcow.  He  was  greatly 
regretted  as  the  grandfon  of  Peter  the  Great, 
and  as  the  perfon  in  whom  the  male  line  of 
the  Houfe  of  Romanof  became  extind. 
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TiARs  of*  difFefent  Families. 


I-  Boris  Coduttof^  elcacd 
Tztr   1598.  died  in  1^05. 

II  fon  Fcodor  proclaimed 
Tzar  Iq  April  by  his  father's 
prty,  and  pat  to  death 
iA  June,  can  fcarcely  be 
cUffcd  among  the  Ruffian 
lovcrcigns. 
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Dmitri,  ctr  Demetrius,  the  Falfe 
Demetrius  of  the  Rilffian<; 
by  others  called  the  fon  o'' 
Ivan  VaflTilievitch  11.  af* 
<5enHed  the  throne  in  June, 
1605;     aiTaOinJitcd      M»y, 

mo. 
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V^ffili  Ivifiovitch  Shniiki  cle^e^l 
Tzar  upon  the  alTaffifiaiioii 
0f  Demetrius  in  1606  ^  de« 
ilepofed  in  i6to;  died  la 
captiViiy  at  WarfAW. 
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CHAP.      IV. 

C dihedral  dftbe  Ajfumption  qf  the  Virgin  Mary 
in  the  KtttxAm.^^^TomB^  of  the  Ruffian  pa^ 
ttiarcbs.^-^Origin  and  afiolkivn  of  the  patri^ 
drchdi  dignity — Account  of  the  patriarch 
Philaretes  father  of  the  bvufe  of  Komanof. 
'-^Biographical  anecdotes  of  the  patriarch 
Nicon. 

Another  church  m  the  Kremiin, 
namely^  the  oathe4ral  of  th<^  Affiiitiption  of 
the  Virgin  Mary>  which  hajs  Ibog  been  appro- 
priated to  the  coronation  of  the  IB^uffian  fpve- 
feigns,  reiliaiains  to  be  defcrih^d*  -  This  church 
is  the  mod  fplendid  and  mag^nLifioetit  in  Mof-* 
cow.  The  fcreen  is  in  many  parts  covered 
with  plates  of  folid  filvcr  and  gold  richly 
worked.  Ffom  the  centre  of  the  roof  hangs 
an  enormous  chandelier  of  maffy  filver,  weigh- 
ing 2940  pounds:  it  was  made  in  England, 
and  was  a  prefdnt  from  Morofof,  prime  mini- 
iter  and  favourite  of  Alex^y  M ichaelovitch. 
The  facred  utcnfils  and  epifcopal  veftments 
are  extraordinarily  rich,  but  the  tafte  of  the 
workmanfhip  is  in  general  rude,  and  by  no 
means  equal  to  the  materials. 

Many  of  the  paintings  which  cover  the  in- 
fide  walls  are  of  a  Cololtal  fize;  fome  are 
very  antient,  and  were  executed  fo  early  as  in 
the  latter  end  of  the  fifteenth  century.  It 
contains  amongft  the  reft,  a  head  of  the  Vir* 

B  b  2  |!n> 
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an^  fuppofCed  to  have  been  ddineated  by^  Sl 
Luke,  ajid  greatly  celebiated  in  this  coontiy 
for  its  ian^tj  and  the  power  of  working  mi- 
racks*  Its  hce  is  almoft  Ua<^;  its  bead  is 
omamented  with  a  ^kny  of  precions  flcMies, 
and  its  hands  and  body  are  gilded,  which 
gives  it  a  moft  groteique  appearance.  It  is 
placed  in  the  fkreen,  and  encloied  within  a 
largp  filver  covering,  which  is  only  taken  off 
on  great  feftivals,  or  for  the  cnriofity  of 
ftrangers.  This  pi^ure  is  nxire  antient  than 
the  other  paintings :  according  to  the  tradi- 
tion of  the  chnrch,  it  was  brought  from  Greece 
to  Kiof  when  that  city  was  the  refidence  of 
the  Rnflian  (bvereigns ;  from  thence  it  was 
conveyed  to  V<Jodimir,  and  afterwards  trans- 
ferred to  Mofcow.  It  feems  a  Grecian  paint- 
ing, and  was  probably  anterior  to  the  revival 
of  that  art  in  Italy  ♦. 

In 

*  I  faw  fercral  paiotingt  of  the  Virgin  id  iBe  oortli  of  Italy 
iioiilar  to  this :  a  tew  were  faid  to  be  the  productions  of  St. 
Luke,  others  of  Cimabue,  or  hit  fcholars.  The  complexion  in 
tbefe  was  likewife  of  a  didky  hue,  and  plainly  from  the  fancj  of 
the  painters*  This  leads  me  to  imagine  that  the  Grecian  paint- 
ers originally  reprefented  the  Virgin  of  a  dark  complexion, 
which  was  copied  by  the  earlieft  Italian  artafts,  Cimabue  and  his 
immediate  fcholars,  who  recet?ed  the  art  fram  the  Greeks.  Le 
Bniyn,  fpeaking  of  this  pidure  of  St.  Luke  at  Mofcow,  fays, 
**  It  is  ?ery  gloomy  and  almoft  black  ;  but  whether  this  pro^ 
**  ceeds  from  the  eiFe^  of  time,  or  the  fmoke  of  tapers,  or  the 
**  fancy  of  the  painter  ;  certain  It  is,  there  is  no  great  matter 
••  in  it."  &c.  Travels,  t.  I.  p.  70.  An  ingenious  author,  in  2 
late  publication,  mentions  in  the  monaftery  of  Monte-Virgine, 
a  Coloffal  portrait  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  which  paflTes  for  the 
work  of  Sr.  Luke  the  Evangelift,  and  adds,  *•  There  arc  in 
**  Italy  and  elfewhere  fome  doxens  of  black,  ugly  Madonnas, 
«'  which  ail  pafs  for  the  work  of  his  hands,  and  as  fuch  are 
••  revered."  To  which  pafTage  he  fubjoins  the  following  note, 
but  without  citing  his  authority  •  ••  The  original  of  this  fable, 
*»  or  rather  xniftake,  appears  to  be,  that  about  the  time  that 
*  *•  painiings 
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In  this  cathedral  are  depofited  the  remains 
of  the  Ruffian  patriarchs. 

The  firft  of  thefe  was  Job,  before  whofc 
lime  the  primate  of  the  Ruffian  church  was 
TufFragan  to  the  patriarch  <)f  Conftantinoplc. 
Job,  being  metropolitan  archbifhop  of  Mof- 
cow,  was,  in  the  year  1588,  inftalled  in  this 
cathedral  patriarch  of  Ruffia,  by  Jeremias  pa- 
triarch of  Conftantinoplc,  with  all  due  Iblem- 
nities.  The  ceremony  of  tranflating  the  fee 
from  the  capital  of  Turkey  to  this  city  is 
thus  defcribed  by  an  author,  who  was  himfelf 
prefent  K 

''  On 

*^  pamtlngs  of  holj  fubjedts  came  into  fa(h!on»  there  lived  at 
**  Gonftantinople  a  painter  called  Luke,  who,  hj  many  repre- 
-**  fentations  of  the  Virgin,  acquired  a  very  tranfcendantreputa- 
"  tion.  He  was  a  man  of  exemplary  life,  and  on  account  of 
**  his  piety,  and  the  edifying  ufe  he  made  of  his  talents,  was 
•*  generally  known  "by  the  name  of  the  Holjr  Luke.  In  procefs 
**  of  time,  when  the  epocha^ind  circumftances  of  hvs  life  were 
'*  forgotten  by  the  vulgar,  and  his  performances  had  acquired 
**  by  age  a  fmokv,  dufty  caft,  fufficient  to  perplex  the  fliort- 
**  lighted  xonnoiiTeurs  of  thqfe  days,  devotees  afcribed  his 
**  pictures  to  the  Evangelift,  who  was  pronounced  a  painter* 
becaufe  they  knew  of  no  other  i^int  x>f  the  name,  and  be- 
caufe  if  he  had  been  a  painier,  no  ot>e -could  have  had  fiich 
opportunities  of  examining  and  delineating  the  features  of 
the  holy  model.**  Swinburne^s  Travels  in  the  Two  Sicilies, 
p.  123.  For  proof  of  the  introdudtion  of  painting  into  Ruflia 
and  Italy  by  the  Greeks,  fee  the  Defcription  of  the  Cathedral 
of  St.  Soohia  atNovogorod. 

*  Fletcher's  Ruffii,  Chap.  21.  This  author  adds,  that  Jere- 
mias whom  he  cftlls  Hieronimo,  had  been  either  baniihed  from 
Contlantinople  by  the  Turks,  or  depofed  by  the  Greek  clergy, 
that  he  came,  to  Mofcow  without  any  invitation  from  the  Ruf- 
fians, m  order  to  obtain  money  from  the  tzarFeodorlvanovitch, 
and  that  with  this  vienvhepropofed  the  tranflation  of  the  pa- 
triarchal fee  from  Conilantinople^  to  Mofcow. 

Others  deny  that  he  was  either  depofed  or  banifhed  ;   and 

relate,  that  the  tzar  having  formally  demanded  the  confent  of 

the  four  patriarchs  of  Alexandria,  Antloch,  Conftantinoplc,  and 

Jeriifaleoi,  to  the  eilabliAiment  of  a  new  patriarch  in  RulBa, 

they 


4( 
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^  On  the  £5th  (rf*  January,  1 588,  the  Greek 
*^  patriarch,  accompanied  with  the  Ruffe 
^^  cleargte,  went  to  the  great  church  of  Pre- 
*^  chefte,  or  our  Ladie,  within  the  Emperour's 
"  caftle,  where  he  made  an  oration,  and  deli- 
*•  vered  his  refignation  in  an  inftrument  of 
*^  writing,  and  fo  laid  doy^n  his  patriarchal 
^^  fiaffe ;  which  was  prefently  received  by  the 
^^  metropolite  of  Mofko,  and  divers  other 
^'  ceremonies  ufed  about  the  inauguration  of 
*^  the  new  patriarch.** 

The  molt  venerable  of  Job's  fucceflbrs  in 
the  patriarchal  fee  was  Philaretes,  who,  though 
no  fovereign  himfclf,  is  celebrated  as  being 
father  to  that  line  of  Ruffian  monarchs,  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the  Houfe  of  Ro- 
manof  *.     His  fecular  name  was  Feodor :  he 
drew  his   lineage  from  Andrew,  a   Pruffian 
prince,  who  iame  into  Ruffia  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  fourteenth  century,  and  whole  im- 
mediate defcendants  enjoyed  the  moft  confi- 
derable  honours  and  the  higheft  offices  under 
the  fovereigns  of  this  country,     Feodor  was 
fon  of  Nikita  Romanovitch,  great  grandfon  of 
Andrew,  and  nephew  of  Anallafia  firft  wife 
of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  11.     By  the  will  of  that 
.  monarch   he  was,  in   conjundion  with  two 
other  noblemen,  appointed  to  fuperintend  the 
adminiftration  of  government  under  Feodor 

Ivanovitch, 

they  Acceded  to  the  rcqueft,  anti  foleronly  deputed  Jcremias 
to  Mofcow,  who  invefted  (he  meiropolitan  Job  with  the  new 
dignity.     King  on  the  Greek  Church,  p-  496. 

*  In  confequence  of  a  cuftoiu  prevalent  ainoiig   the  RufHans 
to  adopt  the  appellation  of  the  is^randfatbex  for  a  family  name, 
f,he  new  royal  line  wks  called  Romanoff  in  honour  of  Roman, 
•  Feodoi's  grandfather. 
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Ivanovitch,  who  was  extremely  deficient  m 
his  underftanding ;  but  fbpplanted  by  the  arts 
of  Boris  Godunof^  wbofe  filler  had  efpoufed 
the  young  tzar,  he  yras  excluded  from  all 
ihare  in  the  direction  of  affairs  during  the 
•whole  reign  of  that  weak  prince.  When 
Boris  himfelf  was  elevated  to  the  throne,  the 
high  birth,  great  abilities,  and  popularity  of 
Fcodor  Romanof  rendered  hiim  fo  obnoxi- 
ous to  the  new  monarch,  that  he  was  compell- 
ed to  afifume  the  pfiefthood,  and  was  confined 
in  a  monastery;  when,  according  to  the  Ruifiaa 
cuftom,  he  changed  his  name  to  Philaretcs. 

Upon  the  acqefiion  *  of  the  fovereign, 
whom  the  Rufiians  call  the  Falfe  Demetrius^ 
he  was  releafed  from  his  confinement,  and  ap- 
pointed to  the  archbifhoprick  of  Roftof;  but 
in  this  period  c^  his  life  he  feemed  doomed  to 
a  fucceifion  of  imprifonments.  Soon  after  the 
depofition  of  Vaflili  Shuifki,  when  a  ftrong 
party  among  the  nobles  had  agreed  to  eledt 
Ladiflaus,  fon  of  Sigifmond  III.  king  of  Po- 
land, tzar  of  Ruifia,  Philaretes  was,  in  1610, 
difpatched  at  the  head  of  an  embafify  to  Sigif- 
mond, in  order  to  fettle  the  conditions  of  his 
f(Mi*s  eledlion.  He  fiDund  the  Polifli  monarch 
engaged  in  the  fiege  of  Smolenfko ;  and  when 
the  king  demanded  the  immediate  cefiion 
of  that  town,  Philaretes  warmly  returned, 
^*  When  your  fon  has  afcended  our  throne  he 
*^  will  pofiefs  not  only  Smolenfko,  but  all 
"  Ruifia  ;  and  it  ill  becomes  you  todifmember, 
"  his  territories."  Sigifmond,  exafperated  at 
this  Ipirited  reply,  and  dill  farther  inflamed  by 

the 
'    *  1605. 
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the  remonArances  which  Philarctcs  and  the 
embaiTadors  urged  againil  his  condudt  towards 
RuiCa^   arretted  and  threw   them    into  pri- 
fon.     Philaretes    langnifhed    nine    years    in 
the  caftle  of  Marienburgh  *,  in  Pruffia,  un-r 
der    a    moft    rigorous    confinement,    during 
which  even  many   of  the  common  neccfla- 
ries    were    frequently    withheld    from    him. 
His  abfence,  however,  did  not  diminifh  the 
refped   and  veneration  which   the  Ruffians 
entertained  for  his  charadcr  :  the  whole  nati-f 
on  unanimoufly  conferred  th?  crown  upon  his 
fon  Michael,  a  youth  only  in  the  feyenteenth 
year  of  his  age,  in  hopes  that  a  peace  with 
Poland  would  reftore  Philaretes  to  his  coun- 
try, and  render  him  the  diredor  of  that  power 
with  which  they  had  invefted  his  fon.     This 
expedation  was  gratified  at  the  peace  of  Viaf-r 
ma,  concluded  in  1619,  between  Ruiiia  and 
Poland,  which  gave  Philaretes  to  the  wifhes 
of  the  people.     Immediately  upon  his  arrival 
at  Mofcow  he  was  confecrated  patriarch,  and 
became,  the  real,  though  not  the  oftenfible, 
fovereign  of  this  country,  as  the  fon  may  be 
faid  to  have  held  the  reigns  of  government 
under  his  abfolute  diredion.   He  was  invefted 
with  the  adminifiration  of  affairs^  his  name 
was  frequently  aflbciated  in  the  public  ads 
with  that  of  the  tzar  •f  5  he  gave  audience  to 
embaffadors  J ;  and  upon  many  public  occafi- 
ons  was  permitted  to  take  precedence  of  his 
fon§.  .  His  experience,  moderation,  and  abi- 
lities^ 

•  Bofching.  Hlft.  Mag,  v.  11.  p.  403. 
f  Scbmid.  RuiT.  Gc(.  v.  D.  p.  13. 
t  Bufching.  Hift.  Mag.  V.  VII.  p.  329. 
§  OJearius. 
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lities,  rendered  him  worthy  of  thefe  high  ho- 
nours, and  this  unbounded  authority ;  and 
the  profperity  of  Michael'?  reign  proclaimed 
the  wifdom  of  his  fage  monitor.  Philaretes 
died  in  1653  in  an  advanced  age,  regretted  by 
his  fon  and  th^  whole  kingdom. 

The  laft  of  thefe  patriarchs  was  Adrian,  at 
whofe  demife,  in  1699,  Peter,  attentive  to 
the  true  interefts  of  his  crown,  could  never 
be  prevailed  upon  to  nominate  a  fucceflbr  5 
and  in  1 72 1  the  patriarchal  dignity  was  for*r 
mally  abolilhed. 

In  a  former  chapter  I  obferved,  that  there 
are  ho  feats  in  the  Ruffian  churches,  the  cCt 
remonial  of  the  Greek  worfhip  requiring  all 
perfons  to  ftand  during  the  performance  of 
jdi  vine  fervicc.  In  this'cathedral,  facred  to  the 
Affumption  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  I  obferved 
two  elevated  places  near  the  ikreen,  enclofed 
with  rails  without  feats :  one  of  them  is  ap- 
propriated to  the  fovereign,  the  other  was  for^ 
merly  deftined  for  the  patriarch,  whofe  ftate 
and  grandeur  were  in  fome  inftances ,  not  in^ 
ferior  to  thofe  of  the  tzar  himfelf.  Upon 
fome  public  occafion  the  archbifhop  of  Novor. 
gorod,  who  afpired  to  have  the  patriarchal 
dignity  revived  in  his  perfon,  pointing  to  the 
place  formerly  occupied  by  the  patriarch,  re-, 
marked  to  reter,  "  Sire,  that  ftrudure  isi 
^^  now  ufelefs ;  will  not  your  majefty  order 
^*  it  to  be  removed  ?'*  Peter  was  filent  j  but 
upon  the  archbifhop's  repeating  the  queftir 
on,  turned  to  him  and  faid,  "  That  place 
^'  fhall  pot  be  removed,   nor   thall  you  fill 

it." 

Thp 
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The  Ruffians  reckon  eleyen  patriarchs  from 
the  firft  efiabliihment  of  the  dignity  in  the 
perfon  of  Job,  to  its  final  abcrfition  after  the 
death  of  Adrian.  Of  tbefe  the  greatefi  and 
moft  confpicnous  was  the  celebrated  Nicon, 
whom,  as  he  is  the  only  patriarch  not  interred 
in  this  cathedral,  I  could  not  mention  upon 
contemplating  their  tombs.  It  is  hoped  that 
no  apology  needs  be  offered  for  the  following 
account  of  a  man,  whom  fbme  Ruffians  fliU 
abhor  as  Antichrift,  and  others  adpre  as  a 
faint ;  and  whofe  extraordinary  charader  has 
never  been  faithfully  reprefented  to  the  Eng- 
li(h  reader. 

Nicon  was  born  in  1613,  in  a  village  of  the 
government  of  Nifhnei  Novogorod,  of  fuch 
obfcure  parents,  that  their  names  and  ffation 
are  not  tranfmitted  to  poflerity.  He  received, 
at  the  baptifmal  font^  the  name  of  Nikita^ 
which  afterwards,  when  he  became  monk,  he 
changed  to  Nicon,  the  appellation  by  which 
he  is  more  generally  known.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  convent  of  St.  Macarius,  under 
the  care  of  a  monk.  From  the  courfe  of  his 
ffudies,  which  were  almoft  folely  direded  to 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the  exhortations  of 
his  preceptor,  he  imbibed,  at  a  very  early  pe- 
riod, the  ftrongeft  attachment  to  a  monaflic 
life  ;  and  was  only  prevented  from  following 
the  bent  of  his  mind  by  the  perfuafions  and 
authority  of  his  father.  In  conformity,  how- 
ever, to  the  wiflies  of  his  family,  though  con- 
trary to  his  own'^'inclination,  he  entered  into 
matrimony  J  and,  as  that  ftate  precluded  him 

from 
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from  being  admitted  into  a  convent^  he  was 
ordained  a  fecular  prieil. 

With  his  wife  he  palTcd  ten  years  ;  firft  as 
a  parifli-prieft  in  fome  country  village,  and 
afterwards  at  Mofcow  in  the  fame  capacity  ; 
but  lofing  three  children,  whom  he  tenderly 
loved,  his  difguft  for  the  world  and  his  pro- 
penfity  to  folitude  returned  with  redoubled 
^  violence ;  and,  having  perfuaded  his  wife  to 
take  the  veil,  he  entered  into  the  monaftic 
order.  He  chofe  for  his  own  retreat  a  fmall 
ifland  of  the  White-Sea,  inhabited  only  by  a 
few  peribris,  who  formed  a  kind  of  ecclefiaf^ 
tital  efiabUniment,  as  remarkable  for  the  fb- 
Ikude  of  dieir  fituation  as  for  the  aufterity  of 
their  rules :  about  twelve  monks  dwelled  in 
feparate  cells  fcattered  at  equal  diftances  from 
each  other*,  and  from  the  church  which  ftood 
in  the  center  of  the  ifland.  Thefe  lonely 
cenobites  aflembled  regularly  on  Saturday 
evening  in  the  church,  where  they  aflified  in 
the  performance  of  divine  fervice  during  the 
whole  night,  and  the  next  day  until  noon, 
when  they  retired  to  their  refpe^^live  habitati-* 
ons.  This  pra<3ice  was  repeated  on  certain 
feftivals ;  while  at  other  times  each  reclufe 
occupied  his  cell  undifturbed  by  any  mutual 
intercourfe.  Their  food  was  bread,  and  fifh 
which  they  caught  themfelves,  or  procured 
from  parts  of  the  contiguous  continent. 

Such  was  the  fituation  which  Nicon  adopt- 
ed as  congenial  to  the  gloomy  ftate  of  his  own 
mind ;  where,  brooding  in  folitude  upon  the 
uncertainty  of  human  life,  he  was  unhappily 

led 

*  Two  verfts,  or  a  mile  and  an  half.     ^ 
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led  to  confider  the  moft  debafing  aufterities 
as  acceptable  to  the  Supreme  Being ;  and  ne- 
/ceffarily  contracted  that  cloiftexed  pride, 
which  gave  an  alloy  to  his  fubliiiie  virtues, 
and  which  proved  the  greateft  defed  in  his 
character,  when  afterwards  called  upon  to 
fulfil  the  duties  of  a  public  and  exalted 
flation. 

After  a  ^ort  refidence  in  this  ifland,  Nicon 
was  ichofen  to  accompany  the  chief  of  the  ec- 
clefiaflieal  ^ftablifhment  to  Mofcow,  in  order 
to  raife  a  colledion  for  the  building  of  a  new 
.church.  He  was  fcarcely  returned  from  this 
expedition,  when,  at  the  inftigation  of  the 
chief  whom  he  had  offended  during  his  jour- 
ney, he  was  cotnpelled  by  the  other  monks  to 
retire  from  the  ifland :  he  embarked  in  an 
open  boat,  with  only  a  fingle  perfon  to  affift 
him,  in  an  high  fea  ^  being  overtaken  by  a 
violent  ftorm,  he  was  toffed  about  and  in 
continual  danger  of  perifhing,  but  was  at 
length  driven  upon  an  ifland  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Onega. 

From  this  ifland  he  repaired  to  a  monaflery 
upon  the  contiguous  continent ;  and  being  ad- 
mitted into  the  fociety,  inftead  of  inhabiting 
an  apartment  in  the  convent,  he,  in  imitation 
of  his  former  folitude,  conftruded  a  fepa- 
rate  cell  on  an  adjacent  ifland,  where  he  lived 
upon  the  fifli  that  he  caught  with  his  own 
hands,  and  never  vifited  the  monaftery  but 
during  the  time  of  divine  feryice.  By  this 
reclufe  and  rigid  way  of  life  Ije  was  held  in 
fuch  high  efteem  by  the  brethren,  that  upon 
the  death  of  their  fuperior  they  unanimoufly 

raifed 


CIV.         M    O    S    C    0    W.  38f 

raifedhim  to  the  vacant  dignity.  He  conti-^ 
nued  in  this  capacity  for  three  years,  when, 
being  drawn  by  fome  family  affairs  to  Mof- 
cow,  he  was  cafually  prefented  to  the  tzar 
Alexey  Michaelovitch  ;  that  monarch  was  fa 
captivated  with  his  various  talents,  extenfive  — 
learning,  and  natural  eloquence,  that  he  de-  - 
tained  him  at  Mofcow,  and  took  him  under 
his'  immediate  protection.  Within  lefs  than* 
the  fpace  of  five  years  he  was  fucceffively 
created  archimandate  or  abbot  of  the  Novof* 
patfkoi  convent,  archbifhop  of  Novogorod,' 
and  patriarch  bf  Ruffia.  He  deferved  thefe 
rapid  promotions  by  a  rare  affemblage  of  ex- 
traordinary qualities,  which  even  his  enemies 
allow  him  to  have  poffeffed,  undaunted  cou- 
ra^ge,  irreproachable  niorals,  exalted  charity,  " 
comprehenfive  learning,  and  commanding 
eloquence. 

While  archbifliop  of  Novogorod,  to  which 
dignity  he  was  raifed  in  1649,  ^^  S^^^  ^  ^^" 
morable  inflance  of  his  firmnefs  and  difcre- 
tion.  During  a  tumult  in  that  city,-  the  Im-^ 
perial  governor,  prince  Feodor  Kilkof,  took 
refuge  in  the  archiepifcopal  palace  againft  the 
fury  of  the  infurgents  ;  who,  burfting  open 
the  gates,  threatened  inftant  pillage  if  the  go- 
vernor'was  not  delivered  to  them  without  de*- 
lay.  Nicon,  inftead  of  acceding  to  their  de- 
mand, boldly  advanced  into  the  midft  of 
them,  and  exhorted  them  to  peace.  The  po- 
pulace, inflamed  to  madnefs  by  the  prelate's 
appearance,  trarisferffed  their  rage  from  the 
governor  to  him ;  affaulted  him  with  ftones, 
dragged  him   by  the  hair,  and  offered  every 

fpecies 
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fpecies  of  violence  and  indignity  to  his  per« 
iba.  Being  conveyed  to  the  palace  in  a  fiate 
of  infenfibility,  he  was  recovered  by  immedi- 
ate ailiftanccj  but,  regardlefs  of  the  immi-- 
nent  danger  from  which  he  had  juft  eicaped^ 
he  perfifted  in  his  refolution,  either  to  ap- 
peafe  the  tumult^  or  peri(h  in  the  attempt. 
With  this  defign,  as  if  devoting  himfelf  to 
certain  deaths  he  confeiTed  and  received  the 
facramenty  and  repaired  to  the  town-hotife, 
where  the  infurgents  were  aflembkd.  He 
confounded  them  by  his  prefence ;  foftened 
them  into  repentance  by  a  firm^  but  pathetic^ 
addrefs;  and^  perfuading  them  to  difperfe, 
tranquillity  was  inftantly  reftored  to  the  town, 
which  the  moment  before  had  exhibited  a 
fcene  of  confulion  and  uproar. 

This  calm^  however,  was  of  no  l(Hig  dura- 
tion :  the  fedition,  which  had  been  thus  al- 
layed by  the  fpirit  and  eloquence  of  Nicon, 
being  fomented  by  the  ringleaders  of  the  tu- 
mult, broke  into  open  rebellion  ;  many  of  the 
inhabitants  renounced  their  allegiance  to  the 
tzar,  and  propofed  to  deliver  the  town  into 
the  hands  of  the  king  of  Poland.  The  pre- 
late, however,  not  daunted  by  this  change  in 
their  fentiments,  did  not  difcontinue  his  ef- 
forts to  bring  them  back  to  their  duty :  his  re- 
monfirances  and  exhortations  were  gradually 
attended  with  fuccefe;  many  flocked  to  his 
palace,  defiring  his  interceffion  with  their  en- 
raged fovereign ;  and  though  the  remainder 
of  the  infurgents  blocked  up  all  the  avenues 
to  the  town,  yet  he  contrived,  at  the  peril  of 
his  life,  to  fend  information  to  the  tzan  Be- 
ing 
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ing  armed^  by  a  commifSon  firom  Mo&ow, 
with  full  authority,  he,  with  a  proper  degree 
erf  vigour,  yet  without  the  efFuJfion  of  bloody 
finally  quelled  the  rebellion.  To  him  was 
remitted  the  trial  of  the  rebels,  aiKl  the  ab(b^ 
iute  difpofal  of  life  and  death;  an  office 
which  he  executed  with  as  much  judgment  as 
liejiity.  Only  the  leader  of  the  fedition  was 
piini(hed  with  death ;  teii  of  his  mofl  muti- 
nous adherents  were  knooted  and  baniihed : 
and  a  few*  others  were  condemned  to  a  fhort 
imprifonment«  Nicoii  nobly  overlooked  and 
forgave  the  outrage  committed  againft  his  own 
perfon ;  and  in  cbaftizjcg  the  public  offence 
tempered  the  fe verity  of  juftice  with  the  feel- 
ings of  humanity. 

He  obtained  the  refpefl  of  the  inhabitants 
by  the  unwearied  affiduity  with  which  he  peri- 
formed  the  fundions  of  his  atchiepifcopal  of- 
£cc  ;  and  conciliated  their  affedion  by  ads 
of  unbounded,  charity.  During  a  dreadful 
famine  he^appropriated  the  revenues  of  his 
fee  to  the  relief  of  the  poor ;  he  conftrudcd 
a)ms-houfes  for  widows^  old  men,  and  or- 
phans :  he  was  the  great  patron  of  the  in- 
digent ;  and  the  zealous  protedor  of  the  lower 
clafs  of  men  againf):  the  oppieflicHis  of  the 
grfeat. 

He  was  no  lefs  conlpicuous  in  the  vigilant 
difcharge  of  the  high  duties  of  his  patriarchal 
office  to  which  he  was  appointed  in  1652^  only 
in  the  39th  year  of  his  age.  He  inftituted  fe- 
minaries  for  the  inftrudion  of  priefts  in  the 
Greek  and  Latin  languages ;  he  enriched  the 
patriarchal  lihraiy  with  many  rare  ecclefiaftical 

and 
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and  claffical  manafcripts  drawn  hoim  a  oonvieiit 
at  Mount  Athros :  by  a  diligpit  reviial  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures^  and  a  collation  of  the  various 
editions  of  the  Old  and  New  Tefiament,  per- 
ceiving that  many  errors  had  crept  into  the 
printed  copies  of  the  Bible  and  Liturgy  ufcd 
for  divine  iervice^  he  prevailed  upon  the  tzar 
to'  fummon  a  general  council  of  the  Greek 
dhurch  at  Mofcow,  in  which  he  preiided.  By 
his  arguments,  authority,  and  influence,  it 
was  determined  that  the  moft  antient  Sclavo- 
nian  verfion  of  the  Bible  was  exad,  and  that 
the  errors  with  which  the  later  copies  abound-* 
ed  fhould  be  correded.  He  infpeded  and 
fuperintended  the  printing  of  a  new  edition 
of  the  Sclavonian  Bible,  which  was  become  fb 
rare  as  not  to  be  pufchafed  at  any  price.  He 
removed  from  the  churches  the  pldures  of  dc- 
ceafed  peribns,  to  which  many  of  the  Ruffians 
offered  the  mod  blind  adoration ;  he  abolifhed 
a  few  ceremonies  which  had  been  carried  to 
a  moil  fuperilitious  excefs  :  in  a  word,  his  la^ 
hours  tended  more  to  the  reformation  of  the 
church,  than  the  united  efforts  of  all  his  pre* 
deceffors  in  the  patriarchal  fee. 

Nor  did  he  folely  diftinguilh  himfelf  in  his 
profeffional  duties  ;  but  fhewed  himfelf  no  lefs 
qualified  in  a  civil  capacity.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  courfe  of  his  ftudies  hitherto  Iblely 
confined  to  eccleiiaftical  fubjeds,  and  the  re*- 
clufenefs  of  his  former  life  which  fecmed  to 
have  impeded  the  attainment  of  political 
knowledge,  yet  he  was  no  fooner  called  to  a 
public  ftation,  than  his  abilities  expanded  in 
proportion  as  the  objeils  which  they  embraced 

became 
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became  more  numerous  and  impodrtant:  his 
fag^city^  fharpened  by  coatmiial  application^  ^ 
foon  rendered  him  maikr  of  the  moil  intricate 
affairs  of  government  ^  taught  him  to  com*^ 
prehend  anddifcriminate  a  variety  of  the  moll  $ 

oppofite  interei^s  ;  and  to  adopt  that  decifive       y 
line  of  condud  which  marks  the  great  aivl  ,y'^v\ 
enlightened  ftatefmen.     Being  c<Hi&ilted  by  v*'^^/ 
the  t2ar  upon  all  occaiionS;^  he  £x)n  became    ^' 
the  foul  of  his   councils  ^  \  and  gained  the 
afcendancy  in  the  cabinet  by  the  iplendour 
^f  his  reafbning,  and  by  a  vaft  fuperiority  of 
genius^  ever  fertile  in  expedients,  and  prone 
to  recommend  the  moil  vigorous  and  ipirited 
meafures. 

When  he  (eemed  thus  to  have  attained  the 
highefl  fummit  of  human  grandeur  to  which 
a  fubjed  can  arrive,  he  fell  a  vi^im  to  po- 
pular difcontents,  and  to  the  cabals  of  a  court 
His  fell,  no  lefs  fudden  than  his  rife,  muft  be 
traced  from  the  following  caufes.  The  re*- 
moval  of  the  painted  images  from  the  churches 
^iifgufted  a  large  party  among  the  Ruflians 
-ibperftitioufly  addided  to  the  adoration  of 
their  anceftors;.  the  corretaion  of  the  errors  in 
the  Liturgy  and  Bibie^  the  abolition  of  Ibme 
x:eremonies,  and  the  admiflion  of  a  few  others 

Vol..  I.  C  c  (in^ 

I 

^  The  influence  which  Nicon,  from  the  fuperiorlty  of  his 
genius,  obtained  in  the  tzar's  councils^  perhaps  induced  Vol- 
taire, in  his  erroneous  accouat  of  this  patriarch,  to  dedart, 
that  he  *'  vouiuK  elever  fa  chains  au->deflus  du  trooe  ;  non 
**  fenlement  it  ufurpait  le  droit  de  s'alTeoir  dansje  fenat  d  cotd 
^*  du  cx«r,  mais  il  pr6tendait,  qu'on  ne  pouvait  faire  ni  la 
'*  guerre,  ni  la  paix  faoi  foo  confcnteroent/'  &c.  Hift.  de  Pierre 
1«  Grand,  p.  7^.  From  Voltaire  the  compiler  pf  the  article  of 
Ruiiia,  in  the  Univerfal  HiftoJYy  has  adopttd  ibis  idle  atTertion. 

>;xxxvin,p.  140, 
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(introduced,  perhaps,  with  too  much  hafie, 
and  without  paying  a  due  deference  to  the 
prejudices  of  his  countrymen),  occafioned  a 
ichifm  in  the  chyrch ;  many  perfbns  averfe  to 
all  innovations,  and  adhering  to  the  old  te-^ 
nets  and  ceremonies,  formed  a  very  confide* 
rable  fed  under  the  appellation  of  Old  Belie^ 
luers^  and,  rifing  in  feveral  parts,  created 
mudi  diflurbance  to  the  fiate,  circumilances 
naturally  imputed  to  Nicon  by  his  enemies  : 
he  attracted  the  hatred  of  an  ignorant  and  in^ 
dolent  clergy  by  the  Appointment  of  Greek 
and  Latin  feminaries  ^  he  raifed  the  envy  and 
jealoufy  of  the  prime-minifler  and  courtiers  by 
his  predominance  in  the  cabinet,  and  by  the 
haughtinefs  of  his  deportment;  and  by  the 
fame  means  he  offended  the  tzarina  and  her 
father,  who  were  implacable  in  their  rcfcnt-. 
inent 

All  thefe  various  parties  uniting  in  one 
great  combination  againft  him,  Nicon  haften-r 
ied  his  fall  by  a  ftipercilious  demeanour,  which 
occafionallv  bordered  upon  arrogance,  by 
trufting  folely  ffar  his  fupport  to  the  rcditudc 
of  his  conduft  and  the  favour  of  his  fovercign ; 
and  by  difdaining  to  guard  againft,  what 
he  considered,  as  the  petty  intrigues  of  a 
court. 

The  only  circumftancc  which  fecmed  want- 
ing to  complete  his  difgrace  was  the  lofs  of 
Alexey's  protedion ;  and  this  was  at  length 
cffeded  by  the  gradual,  but  ffecrct,  infinuati- 
pns  of  the  tzarina  and  her  party,  who  finally 
availed  themfelves  of  an  unfuccefsful  war 
^*i^h  Poland,  of  which  the  patriarch  is  faid  tp 

have 
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have  been  the  principal  advifer,  to  excite  the 
tear's  difplekfure  againft  him.  Nicon,  find- 
ing himfelf  excluded  from  the  prefence  of  a' 
ibvereign  accuftomed  to  confult  him  upon 
every  emergency,  and  difdaining  to  hold  the 
higheft  office  in  the  kingdom,  when  he  had 
ion  the  confidence  of  his  maftcr,  aflonifhed  the 
public  by  a  voluatary  abdication  of  his  patri- 
archal dignity.  This  meafure,  cenfured  by 
many  as  hafty  and  imprudent,  arid  as  highly 
expreffive  of  that  pride  which  ftrongly  mark- 
ed his  charadler,  muft  yet  be  efteemed  manly 
and  refolute;  which  even  thofe  who  condemn 
cannot  but  admiie,  It  may  alfo  admit  of 
great  paMiartion^  if  we  co^ifider,  what  is  mof! 
probable,  that  the  popular  odium  was  rifing 
againft  «him,  that  a  powerful  party  had  abfo- 
lutely,  though  fecretly,  effe<fhiated  his  dif- 
grace;  and  that,  as  he  forefaw  "his  fall,  he 
preferred  a  voluntary  abdication  of  his  dignity 
to  a  forcible  depofition,  chufiftg  t<0  refign  witn 
Spirit'  what  be  ^thought  he  could  not  retaipi 
-without  meannefe*. 

This  abdication  took  pkce  on  the  2  ift  -f  of 
July,  1658,  onlyiix  years  after  he  had  been 
created  patriarch;  when  he  quitted  that  ex- 
alted ftation  with  the  -fame  greatnefs  of  foiil 
with  which  he  had  afcended  it.  He  was  pcf- 
anittcd  to  retain  the  title  of  patriarch,  while 

C  c  2  the 

*  This  IS  the  opinion  of  Mayerherg,  who  came  to  Mofcow 
i\x  years  after  his  abdication  :  •*  After  enumerating  the  caufe^ 
**  of  his  fall,  he  adds,  propter  €\\ix  owmm  ommif us  exofus^  et  ad 
**  exilium  cammunihus^MHiscxpcuiusp^XTOciaium  nullum  inveneric 
^'  in  favore  Alexii,  cujus  animum  feniim  abalienaverant  jaftls 
-'  in  longum  odiis  uxor  ^t  foctr  ill!  ob  privatas  caufas  infenf^p" 

p.  87. 
,t  The  loih,  O.  U 
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the  fundions  of  his  office  were  performed  by 
the  archbifliop  of  Novogorod;  He  chofe  for 
the  place  of  his  reiidence  the  conycnt  of  Jcru- 
falem^  built  and  endowed  by  himfelfj  which 
IS  Htuat^d  about  the  distance  of  thirty  miles 
from  the  city  of  Mofcow.  Upon  his  arrival 
at  the  convent  he  immediately  re-affumed  his 
^rmcr  rcclufe  way  of  life,  and  pradlifed  the 
mofi  rigid  mortifications «  His  hermitage, 
which  he  inhabited,  lay  about  a  mile  &om  the 
inonaflery,  and  is  thus  defcribed  by  aa 
author  *,  who  viiited  the  fpot  in  the  beginning 
of  this  century :  *^  A  winding  ftair-caf^^  fo 
^  narrow  that  one  man  c6uld  hardly  pafs, 
*^  ieads  to  the  little  chapel  of  about  a  fathoiq 
f^  in  the  fquare,  in  which  the  patriarch  ufed 
^*  to  perform  his  fblitary  worlhip.  The  room 
**  in  which  he  lived  was  not  much  larger  ^ 
^^  in  it  hung  a  broad  iron-plate,  with  a  crofs 
**  of  brafs  fixed  to  a  heavy  chain,  weighin| 
^*  above  twenty  pounds,  all  which  the  faii 
^^  patriarch  wore  about" his  neck  for  twenty 
^  years  together.  His  bed  was  a  fquarejftone 
^*  two  ells  in  length,  and  fcarcely  one  in 
^^  breadth,  over  which  was  fpread  nothing  but 
"  a  cover  of  rufhes.  Below  in  the  houfe  wa? 
"  a  fmall  chimney,  in  which  the  patriarch 
^^  ufed  to  drefs  his  own  viduals." 

While  we  admire  the  firtnnefs  with  which 
he  fupportcd  this  reverfe  of  fortune,  we  can- 
not without  regret  obferye  a  pcrfon  of  his  en- 
lightened underflandipg  fubmitting  to  thefe 
mortifying  penances,  which  the  moft  igno- 
ppt  and  fuperftitious  cenobite  was  no  lefs 

capable 

♦  Parry's  State  of  Ruffia,  v.  I.  p.  140. 
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capable  of  perfbrming :  he  did  hot,  however, 
wafle  his  whiJe  time  in  the  performance  of 
frivolous  aofterities ;  htit  employed  great  part 
of  his  retirement  in  compiling  a  regular  feries 
of  Ruffian  annalifls  from  Neftor,  the  earlieft 
hiftorian  of  this  country,  to  the  reign  of 
Alcxey  Michaelovitch.  He  purfued  this  plan 
with  the  fame  zeal  which  had  diftinguifhed 
all  his  other  purfuits.  He  compared  and  col- 
lated the  numerous  manufcripts,  and,  aftef 
the  moSk  diligent  examination,  he  digeftcd  the 
whole  colledion  in  chronological  order  into  a 
work,  which  is  called  fometimes,  from  its  au* 
thor,  the  Chronicle  of  Nicori  ;  and  fometimes, 
from  the  place  where  it  was  begun  and  depo- 
iited,  the  CSironicle  of  the  Convept  of  Jeru- 
falem.  This  compilation,  the  labour  of  twenty 
years,  is  juftly  efteemed,  by  the  beft  Ruffian 
hiftorians,  as  a  work  of  the  greateft  ufe  and 
authority  5  and  was  confidered  by  its  vene- 
rable author  of  fuch  importance  to  the  hiftory 
of  his  country,  that,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  en- 
thu^fm,  he  begins  the  performance  by  ana- 
thematizing all  thofe  who  Ihould  attempt  to 
alter  the  miiiuteft  expreffion. 

The  innocent  manner,  however,  in  which 
he  feems  to  have  paffed  his  time  could  not 
prote^  him  from  the  further  perfccutions  of 
his  enemies,  who  were  apprehenlive,  that 
while  he  retained  the  name  of  patriarch  he 
might  be  reinftated  in  his  former  dignity. 
Repeated  complaints  were  lodged  again^  him  j 
every  difturbance,  occafioned  by  the  old  be- 
lievers, was  made  a  matter  of  ferious  accufa- 
tion  V  not  0oly  his  former  condud  was  dif- 

cuffed 
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cnfled  and  arraigned,  but  new  crimes  were 
iQvented  to  render  him  fiill  mme  otMionoas. 
He  was  accufed  of  writing  to  the  patriarch 
of  Conflantinople  in  a  difrefpedful  man* 
ner  againft  the  tzar,  of  holding  a  treaibn- 
able  corxefpondence  with  the  king  of  Po* 
land,  and  of  receiving  bribes  from  the  fame 
monarch. 

The  tzar,  continually  befet  by  the  patri- 
arch's enemies,  was  prevailed  npoa  to  proceed 
to  the  moft  violent  extremities  agaisn  him. 
With  this  view  he  convened,,  in  i666,  a  ge- 
neral council  of  the  Greek  and  Ruflian  clergy 
at  Mofcow,  who,  after  a  fhoFt  deliberation, 
formally  depofed  Nioos  from  the  patriarchal 
fee,  and  banifhed  him  to  a  diflant  convent. 
The  principal  caufe  afligned  for  this  depofition 
Was,  that  Nfcon^  having  by  his  voluntary  ab- 
dication meanly  deierted  his  flock,  was  un- 
worthy to  fill  the  patriarchal  feat  y  a  fuffici- 
ent  pnx>f  that  the  other  crimes*  were  malici- 
oufly  imputed  to  him,  circulated  merely  to 
prejudice  the  tzar,  and  to  influence  the  jud- 
ges againfl  him :  for  if  he  had  been  found 
guilty  of  a  treafbnable  correfpondence,  that 
alone  would  have  been  a  much  better  plea 
foT  his  depofition  and  imprifbnment,  than  ar 
trifling  charge  diawn  from  his  voluntary  abdi- 
cation. 

Ivf  conformity  to  his  fentenee,  Nicon  was 
degraded  to  the  condition  of  a  common  monk, 
and  imprifbned  in  the  ccMivent  of  Therapont, 
in  the  government  of  Bielozero.  His  con- 
finement was  for  fome  time  extremely  rigo- 
rous,, becaufe,  confcious  of  his  own  integrity, 

hfi 
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lie  perfifted  in  a  denial  of  guilty  and  r6fufed 
to  accept  a  pardon  for  fcrlmes  which  he  had 
never  committed.  Upon  the  death  of  Alexiy- 
in  1676,  Feodor,  pr6bably  it  thd  inftigatioa 
^f  his  prime-minifter  prince  Galitzin,  the  pa- 
tron and  friend  of  genius,  permitted  Nicon  to 
remove  to  the  convent  of  St.  Cyril  in  the  fame 
government,  where  h?  enjoyed  the  moft  per- 
feA  liberty, 

Nicon  turvived  his  depofition  fifteen  years. 
In  1 68 1  he  requeued  and  obtained  permifTioii 
to  return  to  the  convent  of  Jerufalem,  that  he 
might  end  his  days  in  that  favourite  fpot; 
but  he  expired  upon  the  road  near  Yaroflaf, 
in  the  66th  year  of  his  age.  His  remains  werd 
tranfported  to  that  convent,  and  buried  with 
all  the  ceremonies  ufed  at  the  interment  of 
patriarchs*. 

♦  For  the  Hiftory  of  Nicon,  1  have  followed  Muller  in  his  — 
Nacbricht  von  Novogorod  in  S.'R.  G.  Vol.  V.  p.  541  to  $59^ 
L^Evefqn^  has  drawn  from  this  fanae  fource  a  fpirited  and  can- 
did account  of  this  great  patriarch/  to  which  I  hold  mjfelf  in- 
debted for  a  few  reflections.  Hift.  de  Raiiie,  v.  III.  p.  391  to 
394  }  alfo  417  to  430. 


CHAP. 


592    TRAVELS nrro snssu.    b.]il 


CHAP. 


MCti€€tM9it  Of  tb€ COtUuSioM  UttWitM  tot  €999' tS^ 

cf  LondoH  a$td  McRfbow. — CorreJ^omdence 
hftveen  queen  Kisabeth  and  the  tznr  Ivaa 
Vafflievitch  II. — His  demand  ef  the  ladf 
Anne  Haftings  in  marriage^'-^Accmmt  if 
that  negotiation. — Other  ^patches. — Alet^ 
terfrem  the  emperor  Maximilian  L  to  Vafilr 
Ivaiicnriteh.—- >1{^  rf  the  title  rf  txar. — 
Negotiation  betveen  Peter  the  Great  etnd  tbe 
European  courts  relative  to  tbe  title  ofempe^ 
ror  .—Vniverfity  .^^SyUabus  of  tbe  k&nresj'^ 
Account  of  Matthas's  Catalogue  of  tbe  Greek 
manufcripts  in  tbe  library  if  tbe  Holy 
Synod. — Hymn  to  Ceres  attributed  to  Kb- 
mer^  &c.  &c. 

xVJL  R«  Moller  obHgin^y  aceompanied  us  to^ 
the  plaee  in  the  Khitaigorod,  wher^  the  pub- 
lic archives  a:re  depofited ;  which  is  a  ibrong, 
brick  building,  containing  feveral  vaulted 
apartnlents  with  iron  floors.  Thefe  ar- 
chives, confining  of  a  numerous  colle£tion  of 
flate-papers,  were  erouded  into  boxes,  and 
thrown  afide  like  common  lumber,  until  the 
prefent  emprefs  ordered  them  to  be  revifed 
and  arranged.  In  conformity  to  this  mandate, 
Mr.  MuUer  has  difpofed  them  in  chronologi- 
cal 
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cal  order  with  fuch  perfect  regularity,  that 
any  fingle  document  may  be  infpeded  with 
little  trouble.     They  are  enclofed  in  feparate 
cabinets  with  glafs  doors:    thofe  relative  to 
RuiOa  are  all  clafied  according  to  tho  feveral 
provinces  which  they  concern  5  and  over  each 
cabinet  is  infcribed  the  name  of  the  province 
to  which  it  is  appropriated.      In   the  fame 
manner  the  manufcripts  relative  to  foreign 
kingdoms  are  placed  in  feparatfe  divifions  un-- 
der  the  rclpedive  titles  of  Poland,  Sweden^ 
England^  France,  Germany,  &c.    The  papers 
which  concerned  my  native  country  firft  en- 
gaged my  attention.     The  earlieft  correfpon- 
dence  between  the  fovereigns  of  England  and 
Ruflia  commenced  about  the  middle  of  the 
i6th  century,    foon  after  the    difcovery  of 
Archangel,  and  chiefly  relates  to  the  permifli- 
on  of  trade  granted  exclufively  to  the  Englifh 
company  of  merchants  fettled  in  this  country. 
The  firft  record  is  an  original  letter  of  Philip 
and  Mary  to  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  IL  acknow- 
ledging the  receipt  o^  a  difpatch  tranfmitted 
to  England  by  his  embaifador  Ofef  Niphea, 
anl  returning  thanks  for  the  liberty  of  open- 
ing a  free  trade  throughout  the  Ruffian  domi- 
nions^     The  charter  of  privileges  granted  by 
the  fame  t2ar  to  the  EngKfh  merchants,  and 
the  numerous  letters  which  he  received  from 
Elizabeth  are  all  preferved  in  this  colleflion  ^ 
and  are  for  the  moft  part  printed  in  Hackluy  t's 
Voyages :  I  obferved  one,  however,  not  to  be 
found  in  that  work  -,  it  is  dated  the  1 8th  of 
May,  1570,  and  Eli(2abeth,  among  other  ex- 
premons  of  friendihip,  offers  to  Ivan  Vaililie- 

vitch. 
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▼itch^  in  cafe  he  (houkl  be  compelled  hy  ztt 
infurredioQ  to  quit  his  country,  an  afylum 
for  himfelf  and  family  in  England.  This 
letter  was  figned  by  Elis&abeth  in  the  prince 
of  her  fecret  council :  amongft  the  iignatures 
I  noticed  the  names  of  Bacon,  Leycefter,  and 
Cecil. 

As  fome  hiflorians  have  aflerted  that  the 
tzar  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  IL  carried  bis  perfbnal 
refpcifl  for  queen  Elizabeth  fo  far  as  to  be 
one  of  her  fuitors,  while  Camden  only  relates 
that  he  propofed  to  marry  lady  Anne  Mailings, 
daughter  of  the  earl' of  Huntingdon,  my  cu^ 
riofity  led  me  to  make  inquiries  into  this  tranf- 
adion.  With  refped  to  any  treaty  of  mar- 
riage between  the  tzar  and  Elizabeth,  the  ar^ 
chives  are  entirely  iilent  ^  but  in  regard  to  the 
intended  efpoufal  of  lady  Anne  Hafiings,  they 
furniihed  me  with  the  following  curious  parti* 
culars. 

The  firft  hint  of  this  match  feems  to  have 
hecn  fuggelled  by  Dn  Robert  Jacob  a  phyfi- 
cian,  whom  Elizabeth  in  1581,  at  the  tzar's 
defire,  fent  to  Mofcow.  Dr.  Jacob,  not  un* 
acquainted  with  the  ficklenefs  of  Ivan  in  his 
amours,  and  his  defire  of  contradling  an  alli^ 
ance  with  a  foreign  princefs,  extolled,  in  the 
moft  extravagant  terms,  the  beauty*  accorn*- 
plifhmeiits,  and  rank  of  lady  Anne  Hailings, 
and  adlually  infpired  the  tzar  with  a  ftrong 
inclination  to  efpoufe  her,  although  he  had 
juft  married  his  fifth  wife  Maria  Feoderofna. 
Dr.  Jacob  reprefented  this  lady  as  a  niece  of 
.the  queen,  and  daughter  of  an  independent 
prince  j  both  which  circumilances  being  falfe, 

fufficiently 
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fufficiently  feem  to^  prove  that  he  a6ted  from 
his  own  fuggellions^  without  the  leaft  autho- 
rity from  Elizabeth.  The  tzar,  fired  by  his. 
defcription,  difpatched  Gregory  Pirfemfkoi,  a 
Ruffian  nobleman  of  the  firfl  diAindion,  to 
Bngland,  to  make  a  fonrial  demand  of  the 
lady  for  his  wife :  according  to  his  inftrudi- 
ons,  he  was  ordered,  after  a  conference  with 
the  queen,  to  procure  an  interview  with  the 
lady,  obtain  her  portrait,  and  inform  himielf 
of  the  rank  and  fituation  of  her  family :  he 
was  then  to  requefl  that  an  Englifh  embaffa* 
dor  might  return  with  him  to  Mofcow,  with 
full  powers  to  adjuft  the  conditions  of  the 
marriage.  If  an  objedion  fhould  be  raifed, 
that  Ivan  was  already  married,  he  fhould  an- 
fwer,  that  the  tzar,  having  efpoufed  a  fubjed, 
was  at  liberty  to  divorce  her  ;  and  if  it  was 
aiked,  what  provrfion  ihould  be  made  for  the 
children  by  lady  Anne  Haftings,  he  ihould  re- 
ply, that  Feodor  the  eldcft  prince  was  un- 
doubtedly heir  to  the  throne,  but  that  her  chil- 
dren fhould  be  amply  endowed. 

Pirfemfkoi,  in  confequence  of  thefe  orders, 
'  repaired  to  London,  had  an  audience  of  Eliza- 
beth, faw  lady  Haflings,  who  bad  jufl  reco- 
vered from  the  fmall-pox,  procured  her  por- 
trait, and  returned  to  Mofcow  rn  1583,  ac- 
pompanied  with  an  Engliib  embafTador,  Sir 
Jerome  Bowes.  The  latter,  who  was  a  per- 
fon  of  a  capricious  difpofition,  at  his  firfl  in- 
terview greatly  offended  the  tzar  by  his  free- 
dom of  fpeech^  and  more  particularly  as  he 
was  not  commiffioned  to  give  a  final  affent  to 
•the  marriage,  but  only  to  receive  a  more  ex- 
plicit 
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plicit  cffa,  and  tranfinit  it  to  tbe  queen^ 
The  tzar,  little  accuftomed  to  broc^  delay, 
declared,  ^  that  no  obfiacle  ihoald  prevent 
^  him  from  marrying  fmne  kinfwoman  of  her 
^  majefty^s ;  that  he  ihonld  fend  again  Jnto 
^  England  to  have  fbme  one  of  them  to 
^  wife ;  adding,  that  if  her  raajefty  wonld 
^  not,  upon  his  next  embafly,  fend  him  fbch 
^  an  one  as  he  defired,  himfelf  would  then  gd 
^  into  England,  and  carry  his  treafure  with 
•*  him,  and  marry  one  of  them  there.**  Sir 
Jerome  Bowes,  probably  in  conformity  to  his 
inftradions,  threw  every  obi^de  in  the  way 
of  the  marriage :  inflead  of  fpeaking  hand^ 
Ybmely  of  lady  Hafiings,  mentioned  her  pedbn 
with  indifference,  and  denied  that  (he  was 
tny  relation  to  the  queen ;  addiiig,  with  fbme 
marks  of  contempt,  that  his  mifhrefs  had 
many  fuch  nieces.  By  thefe  means  the  affair 
was  fufpended,  and  the  ne^tiatidn  was  finally 
terminated  by  the  death  or  the  tzar  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  following  year. 

The  cofrefpondcnce  between  the  Rui&an 
and  Englifh  fovcreigns,  begun  in  tbe  reign  of 
Ivan,  appears,  from  thefe  archives,  \^  no 
means  to  have  ceafcd  upon  his  deitiife.  The 
amity,  indeed,  between  the  two  courts  Was 
fb  firmly  eflablifhed,  that  Charles  I.  fent  a 
corps  of  troops,  under  colonel  Sanderfon,  to 
the  affiflance  of  Michael  Feodorovitch,  againft 
Ladiflaus  king  of  Poland ;  and  Alexcy  Mi- 
chaelovitch  occafionally  furnifhcd  Charles,  in 
the  period  of  his  gfeatefl  diflrefs,  With  money 
and  corn.  The  laft  letter  from  our  unfortu- 
nate   fovcreign  to  Alexcy  is  dated    Ifle  of 

Wight, 
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Wight,  June  i,  1645,  and  was  written  during 
hiis  confinement  in  Cariibrook-Caftle*  I 
obferv^ed  one  from  Charles  II.  to  the  fame 
tzar^  announcing  the  execution  of  his  fa^ 
ther  I  it  is  dated  September  the  i6tb,  164^1 
and  was  brought  to  MofcQW  by  Lord  CuU 
pepper. 

During  the  ufurpation  of  Crpmwelli  Alex^y 
inaintaiqed  a  conftant  correfpondence  with 
the  exiled  Charles.  He  was  accuilomM  to 
declare,  that  all  monarchs  ought  to  eileem  the 
caufe  oi  Charles  L  as  their  own ;  and  fhoi^dd 
^ot,  by  countenancing  an  ufurper^  encourage 
the  fubjeds  to  rebel  againfl  their  king*  In 
conformity  to  thefe  fentiments  he  refuied^  for 
a  time*,  to  hold  any  intercourfe  with  th^ 
protciftor;  and  theie  archives  contain  n<^ 
letters  between  Cromwell  and  the  tzar. 

The  ielioratLon  of  Charles  XL  renewed  the 
friondly  harmony  between  the  two  courts  s 
and  as  from  this  interval  the  difpatches  re^ 
iceived  from  England  were  fo  numerous,  that 
it^would  have  required  feveral  days  to  have 
examined  them  with  any  degree  of  attention ; 
I  was  compdled  to  retire  \jrithout  having  fuf- 
ficiently  latisfied  my  curipfity.  Thefe  pa*- 
jpers  'fy  as  they  c^tait^  a  p dmplet^  hiftorieai 

(ptitf 

■f  I  hyfir  a  timf ;  for  although^  if  I  rightly  remember,  theie 
^archives  contain  no  difpatches  between  the  tzar  and  Ctomweif* 
j^et  it  is  certain,  thdt  after  fometime  Alexej  maintained  a  cor- 
refpondence with  the  prote^or,  and  had  once  confented  to  re- 
ceive his  embafladors  at  Mofcow.  This  wiH  hiWy  appear  in  thi? 
chapter  on  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  the  Engtifti  Trade  to  Ru(Ga 
in  this  work. 

•  t  Thefe  papers  appeared  fo  curiotu,  that  foon  after  tfiy  arri- 
val at  Pcterlkirgh,  I  abtaioed^  by  the  )cind  inteiictffion  of  SiV 

Jamqs 
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feries  of  the  alliances,  connexion,  corrcfpon* 
dence,  and  commerce,  between  Ruflia  and 
England,  could  not  fail  of  forming  a  very  in* 
terefiing  publication,  if  they  were  printed  in 
chronological  order,  and  interfpeiied  with  hif- 
torical  ob(ervations. 

I  had  fcarcely  time  to  take  a  glance  of  the 
numerous  ftate-papers  which  relate  to  the 
other  European  powers;  but  the  keeper  of 
the  archives  did  not*  omit  pointing  out  to  me 
one  document  of  great  importance  in  the  hif^- 
tory  of  Ruilia  ;  J  allude  to  the  famous  letter, 
written  in  the  German  tongue  *,  from  Maxi- 
milian I.  emperor  of  Germany,  to  Vaffili 
Ivanovitch,  confirming  a  treaty  of  alliance  of- 
fenfive  and  defenfive  againft  Sigifmond  king 
of  Poland.  The  difpatch,  which  is  dated 
Auguft  the  4th,  15 14,  and  is  ratified  with  the 
feal  of  the  golden-bull,  is  remarkable  beeaufe 
Maximilian  addreflfes  Vaflill  by.  calling  him 
Kayfer  und  Herrfchcr  aller  Ruffen ;  Emperor 
and  ruler  of  all  the  Rufiias.  This  deed, 
which  was  difeovered  by  baron  Shavirof  \n 
the  archives  about  the  beginning  of  this  cen- 
tury, is  faid  to  have  firft  fuggefted  to  Peter 
the  idea  of  affuming  the  appellation  of  em- 
peror, and  of  formally  demanding  that  it 
4bould  never   be  omitted  by  the  European 

courJ:s. 

James  Harris,  permii&on  from  co«nt  Panin  to  have  them  copied. 
Bur  the  demands  of  the  copyid  being  greatly  difproponionaie  10 
fay  finances,  I  was  unwillingly  obliged  to  relinqniili  mj  delign  ; 
^nd  I  rouft  leave  to  feme  rrVi&^  traveller  the  happioeis  of  dif- 
playins;  to  the  public  this  treafure  of  political  information. 

.*  'The  reader  will  find  a  copy  of  the  original  German  in 
Weber's  Verandprtes  Hufsland,  v.  I.  p.  1%J  *p  an,d  a /ailh&il 
^•LiiflatioQ  in  ferry's  State  of  Ruffia,  p.  2jb. 
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courts.  The  demand  gave  rife  to  various 
negotiations,  and  occaiioned  a  curious  con* 
troverfy  among  the  learned,  concerning  thd 
rife  and  progrefs  of  the  titles  by  which  the 
monarchs  of  this  country  have  been  diftin-r 
guifhed.  .  From  theirorefearches,  it  appeared 
that  the  early  fovereigns  of  Ruflia  were  called 
greatf-duke,  and  that  VaffiH  Ivanovitch  *  was 
probably,  the  firft  who  llyled  himfelf  ts^ar,  art 
£ixpreiIion  which,  in  the  Sclavonian  language, 
fignifies  king ;  and  that  his  fucceiibrs  conti^ 
nued  to  hear  within  their  i3wn  dominions 
that  title  as  the  nioft  honourable  appellation, 
until  Peter  the  Great  firft  took  that  of  Paveli-^ 
teU  or  emperor.  It  is  neverthelefs  as  certain, 
that  the  foreign  courts  -f-  in  their  intercourfe 
With  that  of  Mofcow,  ftyled  the  fovereigns 
indifcriminately  great-duke,  tzar,  and  empcr*- 
r6r  %.  With  refped  to  England  in  particu- 
lar, we  know  for  certain,  that,  in  Chancel- 
lor's Account  of  Ruffia,  fo  early  as  the  mid- 
dle of  the  fixteenth  jcentury,  Ivan  Vaffiiie- 
vitch  II.  ie  called  lord  and  emperor  of  all  Ruf- 
fia ;  and  in  the  Englifh  difpatches,  from  the 
fcign  of  Elizabeth  to  that  of  Anne,  he  is  ge^ 

nerally 

*  The  appie^llation  of  tzar  was  not  taken^  as  feme  authors 
fuppofe,  from  ihe  Tartars,  when  Ivan  conquered  Qafan,  for  the 
prince  of  Cafan  was  called  Khan. 

t  This  is  a0*erted  upon  the  pofitive  teftimonf  of  fjerberftein, 
and  his  authorirjr  is  unquedionahJe,  becaufe,  as  he  was  iwice 
emb?iffadbr  to  Mofcow,  the  firft  time  to  Vaffili  Ivanovitch.  and 
afterwards  to  Ivan  VafliHevitch  II.  he  mufthave  been  acquaint^ 
cd  wiih  the  ijtles  born  by  thefc  two  fovereigns.  Other  author^ 
fuppofe  that  bis  fon  Ivan  was  the  fiid  who  aflumed  the  title  of 

X  According  to  Majerber^^  the  liile  of  Alexdy  MichaelovItcU 
prefixed  to  his  Code  of  Laws»  was***  Tzar,  et  Magnus  Dox, 
^'  totius  Ruflix  Autrocaior.'*    Iter  ia  Mof.  p.  1 13.  ' 
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oMtily  addieflibd  nadct  the  6ae  appeUatioiL 
We  may  at  the  iaoie  time  lanark,  that  wlicii 
the  Eoropeaa  powcfs  %Ied  tbe  tsar  emperor 
of  Mafcovy,  they  by  no  means  mf ended  to 
give  him  a  title  fimilar  to  that  whipb  wais  pe- 
collar  to  the  emperor  of  Germany ;  fast  they 
beflowed  upon  him  that  ai^iellatioii  as  upon 
an  Afiatic  ibvereign,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
we  now  lay  the  emperors  of  China  and  Japan. 
When  Peter,  therefore,  determined  to  affiirae 
the  title  of  emperor,  he  found  no  difficulty 
in  proving  that  it  had  been  confirmed  npoii 
his  predewilbrs  by  moft  of  the  European  pow- 
ers ;  yet,  when  he  was  defirons  of  affixing  to 
the  term  the  European  ienfe,  it  wsts  oonfider* 
ed  as  an  innovation,  and  was  prodn^vb  of 
more  negotiations  than  would  have  been  re- 
quifite  for  the  termination  of  the  moil  impor* 
tant  flatc-afiair.  After  many  delays-  and  cb^ 
jedlions,  the  principal  courts  of  Europe  con«- 
fented,  about  the  year  1722,  to  addrefs  the  fo* 
vereign  of  Ruffia  with  the  title  of  emperor, 
without  prejudice,  neverthelefs,  to.  the  other 
crowned  heads  of  £^urope  *• 

The 

*  M%n7  fl.uthors  hare  erroneoufl/  advanced^  that  the  Englifh 
cmbaiTador  Lord  Whitworth,  foon  after  the  battle  of  Pultava, 
gave,  by  order  of  queen  Anae,  tbe  title  of  .emperor  io  its  EarQ- 
peanfenje  to  Peter  ihe  Great.  But  the  following  eztrafts,  ia  a 
difpatch  of  lord  Carteret  to  Sir  (^uke  Schaube,.tbe  £ng)i/h  ml- 
nider  at  Paris,  which  fell  upder  my  obfervatiop)  •fince  1  bad  fi- 
^'fhed  the  account  in  the  text,  will  fully  contradifi  thefe  afler« 
tions  ;  and  are  here  inferted,  beca^fe  thqy  will  help  to  throw 
further  light  ppon  this  fubjed.  The  united  proxinces  and  the 
king  of  PruiTia  bad  already*  in  171 1»  acknawiedged  Peter's 
right  to  the  title  of  ^ooperor  :  but  tbe  courts  o^ London  and 
Par:s  withheld  their  confent.  J^uxing  the  a^goiiation  pending 
between  thofe  courts  and  Fieter^  feyeul  4i^pAi£bes  pafled  be- 
tween 
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The  archives  contain  alio  thirteen  volumes 
of  letters,  journals,  notes  and  other  manu- 
.fcripts,  of  Peter  the  Great,  written  with  ht» 

owi> 

tween  lord  Carteret,  fecretary  of  date,  the  cardinal  Dubois, 
and  Sir  Luke  Scbaube,  Englifh  ministers  at  Paris. 

**  Le  cardinal,"  writes  lord  Carteret  in  one  of  his  difpatches 
to  Sir  Luke,  dated  Jan.  17x1-2,  **  croit  qu*on  pourroit  accor- 
•*  der  le  titre  de  fempereur  au  czar,  de  nianiere  que  les  couronnes 
n'en  fufTent  point  prejudicids.** 

'*  Le  Roy  [George  L]  a  irouv6  la  r6ponre  tris  fage,  que  Id 
'*  cardinal  a  faite  aux  miniflresdy  czar  touchant  la  demandedu 
**  titre  iPemfereur,  Nous  agirons  de  concert,  avec  fon  eminence 
^' dans  cetie  affaire.  £t  pour  luy  donner  les  6clairciflements  $ 
•*  qu'clle  fouhaitte,  touchant  ce  qui  s'cll  paflfe  entre  la  Grande 
•*  Bietagne  ei  le  czar  a  Tegard  du  titre,  je  vous  envoye  un  ex- 
**.  trait,  qui  a  616  tire  des  regiftres  de  nos  archives,  pour  luy  kxxt 
"  coninmnique.  Les  miniftres  Mofcovites  he  font  nuUeoDent 
**  fondez  en  ce  qu'ils  alleguent  que  ce  titre  a  6t6  accords  au 
*'  czar  cornmeune  partie  de  la  fatisfaftion  dans  Taffaire  de  Ma-' 
**  tueof.  II  eft  conftant  que, Pen  ne  fit  alors  aucun  cbangement 
•*  a  ceite  occafion  Id. 

*'  £n  ezaminant  le  ftile,  dont  les  roys  de  la, Grande  Bretagne 
fe  foot  fervis,  en  ecrivant  aux  czars  de  Moicovie,  on  eft  re- 
nnont6  jufqu'au  tems  de  la  reine  Elizabeth.     On  trouTequ'od 
leur  a  toiijours  ecrit  en  Anglois,  et  que  cette  princeire^ 
An.  1559.  Se  fervoit  du  ftiiedT^w/^roi/r  et  de  highnefs. 
An.  1616..  Le  roy  Jaques  L  de  celuy  itemptrwr  et  de  majefiy. 
An.  1633.  Le  roy  Charles  L 

1660.  Le  roy  Charles  IL  0 

1687.  Jaques  H.  et  GuillaumeIII.de  celuy /Pemperour 
1 6-|i.  de  d* imperial  majefty, 

1707.  La  reine  Arnie  s'eft  fervie  du  ftile  itemper^ur  ti 
^imperial  majefly^  jufqu*d  Pah  1707,  et  alofs  on 
conimen9a  ^  dcrire  commander y  &c.  et  czatic  ma- 

An.  1708.  £n  1708  le  19  Juilletet  le  i9Septedibre,  tomman-* 
der  et  imperial  majefty ;  et  le  9  Noveilibre  de  la 
iD^me  ann^e  emperour  et  imperial  majefty.  En  1 709, 
1710*  1-7 1 1 .  Emperour  et  imperii  majefty. 
En  1712,  1713,  1714,  emperour  tt  csutreon,  cza^ 
rifljy  et  imperial  majefty  tant6t  Tun,  tantot  I'autre^ 
et  fouvent  czarifli,  et  imperial  majefty ^  dans  une 
m^me  lettre.  En  1714  le  27  Septembre,  le  ftile  de 
la  lettre  de  notification  de  Tavenement  du  roy  d  la 
Couronne,  eft,  emperour  etyour  majefty^  et  dan«  pin- 
fieurs  aotres  lettres  depuis  ce  temps  la  cxun^ijb^  ou 

Vol.1.  Dd  imperii 
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gmn  hand :  tbcfe  papers  ^fofidentty  Aiom  the 
inde&tigible  ^paing,  widi  which  diat  great 
jDonardi  noted 'dcnmi  tbe^uniiteft  ckcmnfiaii- 


tMKferiid  m^€jljf  ct  qvclqacfoif  jMur  majtfy  fimple- 


Voicjie  titre  «atier. 
To  the  moft  high,  moft  potent ,  and  moft  iHaftrt- 
cut,  oor  moft  dear  brother,  the  great  lord,  czar, 
and  great  duke,  Peter  Aiezejewitz,  of  all  the 
Greater,  Lefer,  and  White  Rnffia,  Self-Upholder 
of  Mofcovia,  Kiovia,  Ulodoaiiria,  Novogardia, 
cxar  of  Cazan,  c«ar  of  Aftrachan,  czar  of  Siberia, 
lord  of  Plezoe,  :iikS  great-duke  of  Smoleniko, 
Ttieria,  Ugoria,  Fermia,  Viatkya,  Bolgaria,  and 
ofhers,  lord  and  great-duke  of  Novogardia,  and 
of  the  Lower  Countries  of  Czernegoiikx,  Refau&ft 
Roftoveikf,  Yerofiave,  Belooneril^,  Udorfltj,  Ob- 
dof&jTyCoiKiinlky,  and  emperour  of  all  the  Northern 
Co^ils,  lord  of  the  Lands  of  Iverftj,  Cartilioikf, 
and  Gmzenlk/,  czar  of  the  Lands t>fCaberdii]ik7, 
Czerealky,  and  duke  of  the  Mountains,  and  of 
tnanf  other  Dominions  and  Countries,  Eaft,  Weft, 
and  North,  from  Father  and  from  Grandfather, 
Heir,  Lord  -and  Conqueror* 

Lord  Carteret  in  a  letter  to  the  cardinal  Dubois,  writes. 

Le  roi  concoura  fans  difficult^  avec  fa  majeft^  tres 
Ghretienne,  i.  faire  ce  que  V.  Eminence  jngcra 
con  Tenable,  par  rapport  au  nowveau  titre  ^ut  le 
czar  ddlNande,  et  tn  parfait  concert  £  faire  efperer 
i  ce  priace'  one  telle  comptaifahce  pour  fervir  a  le 
gagner,  et  a  nous  faire  tirer  fruits  de  ion  ambition, 
jwi.  go,  1721-2. 

Aad  in  a  difpatch  to  Sir  Luke  Schaube*  he  thus  exprefies 
himfelf : 

La  co^ume  icy  a  tolijours  6t6  d'^Crire  aux  czars 
de  Mofcovie  fur  du  velin  enlumind  peint  'et  dor6, 
comcne  on  fait  -aux  cmpercurs  de  Maroc  et  Fez,  et 
A  pluiienrs  autres  princes  non-Europeens,  lefqueis 
felon  cette  cod*umc  feroient^gjrlemfent  fondezd'in- 
iiftcr  fur  le  tiire  d^empcfeur.  On  n'a  jamais  voulu 
,  changer  PuTage  stably,   quoique  les  Mofcovites 

I-afeiit  fort'folictt^  durant  rarhbaffade  de  my  lord 
W'hitworth  a  Mofcow.  Ce  miniftre  s'excufa  tod- 
jours  d'en  faire  \k  proportion,  II  leur  dit,  qu'il 
fepr  donneroit  ^e  titre,  fans  difficult^,  tel  qu'il  le 
tirouvoit  6tabJi ;  i;nai)  qn*^il  ne  leur  confeilloit  pas 

dc 
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des,  th^t^raight^fJroveoitfefui^ft  liis  extenfi^e 
^lans^r  the  civHia^dfion  and  afggra'ndifetafejftt 
of  hrs  icoufirtty.  ^Mr.  Mtfllcr  has  lately 
given  to  the  public  feveral  letters  and  other 
pieces  'of  this  kind,  which '  throw  a  confider- 
able  light  xipon  the  tranfa-dioris  of  Peter's 
reign,  and  afford  fttfldng  iriftances  of  his  per- 
fevering  genius. 

From  the  archives  we  repaired  to  the  tini- 
ver^ty,  dlfo  (itn^ted  ^  the  "Khitaigc^od :  it 
wa^^founded,  at  the  iriftance  of  count  Shuva- 
Idf,  by  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  for  fii  hun- 
dred ftuderits,  who  are  clothed,  boarded,  arid 
inftrihftcd^t'the expence  of  thectown.  We 
were  received,  with  great  civility,  by  the  di- 
retJlor  dF  the  trnitetfity  'and  profeflors,  who 
coAtftrifted  \ls  *firft  to  the  printing  office  be- 
longing to  their  focrety.  'One  of  the  prefies 
bfetng  at  work,  feveral  iheets  werfc  ftrnck  dff 
antl  prdfented  to  trs  as  fpecimdns  df  the^Ruf- 
ifian  printing.  We  next  proceeded  ^o  the  nni- 
verfity^library,  which  contains  a  Tmail  collec- 
tion of  books,  and  a  moderate  apparatus  of 
e^peritne  Atal '  phifefojihy . 

Upon  taking  leave  of  the  drre£lor,  he  obi  15. 
gingly  prtfehtdi  m6  with  tiTaJrtar'Grttiniriar^ 

Bti  2  which 

« 

de  remaifr  cctt«  maticre,  nf  de  s'eclairoir  trop  fbig* 
peufement  Turxjuel  picdon  >lcur  donnoi^  Cc  litre. 
Les  Mofcovites  cri^rent  Ton  avis  bon  podr  lors. 
Quand  my*  lord  Wbitworth,  et  Mr.  Pamirat  Norrk 
•  fi)rent  chargez  d'uoe  comtiilflion  auprez  du  czar  ft 
Aii)ftej[dani,  iis  a^eilrent  que  des  lettres  de  cachet, 
dont  le-ftfle  6toit  ^iwire  majtfti  j  les  miniidres  RuiT- 
iiens  en  firent  d'abord  quelque  icrupule,  mais  n'/ 
iofifterent  pas. 

Tbkfe  cstra£ls  tre  drtwa  from  Sir  Lake  Schaabe*i  State  Pipers,  ia  ihe  rare 
and  ample  colled^ion  of  the  earl  of  Hardwicke,  a  nobleraan  as  dUtiagaiflMi 
for  the  extent,  as  the  liberal  communieatioB  of  hU  knowledge. 


404    TRAVELS  INTO  RUSSIA.      B,  IK, 

which  lan^age  is  taught  in  this  fociety^  a 
Syllabus  of  a  year's  leduies,  and  a  Catalogue 
of  the  Greek  Manufcripts  in  the  library  of  the 
Holy  Synod, 

.  The  following  extract  from  the  Syllabus  * 
will  difplay  to  the  reader  the  general  ftudies, 
and  the  principal  books  ufed  in  this  univerfity 
for  the  inftrudion  of  the  ftudents. 

I.  A  courfe  of  ledures  on  the  Hiftory  of 
the  Ruffian  Law,  on  Nettelbadianus,  Syjiema 
univerfa  ^urifprudentitZy  and  on  the  ^us  Cam-' 
biale\  eight  hours  in  the  week.     2.  On  Cice- 
ro's Orations  againil  Catiline,  the  fixth  book 
of  Virgil's  Eneid,  plays  of  Plautus  and  Te- 
jrence,  inftru£tions  on  the  manner  of  writing 
Latin  and  Ruffian  verfes  from  the  examples 
(rf*  Lomonofof  and  Horace ;  an  expofition  of 
the  panegyrical  orations  of  Lomonofof,  toge- 
ther with  tranflations  and  exercifes  in  Latin 
and  Ruffian  profe  :  eight  hours  in  the  week. 
3.  On   arithmetic,  trigonometry,  and   optics, 
from  Weidler^s  Matbematica  Inftitutiones  ;  and 
experimental  philofbphy  from  Kruger's  Com- 
pendium.    4.  On  ancient  and  modern  hiflory. 
5.    Intrpdudion  to  the  knowledge  of  moral 
philofophy,  from  Bielfield's  Jnftitutes.     6.  On 
clinic  medicine,  or  the  remedies  ufed  by  anti- 
ent    and    modern    phyficians,  from    Vogel's 
Compendium.     7.  On  the  panded^  from  the 
compendium  of  Heineccius,  and  a  comparifon 
between  the  Roman  and  Ruffian  law :  eight 
hours  in  the  week.     Profeffor  De^itlky,  who 
reads  this  ledure,  teaches   alfo  the  Englifli 

language 

*  It  IS  entitled  **  Catalogue  pracleftlonum  publicarum  in  Urt- 
*•  verfitate  Cxfarci  Mofquenfi  habendaruna.'* 
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language  from  a  Grammar  compiled  by  him- 
lelf :  four  hours  in  the  week.  8.  Logic  and 
metaphyfics  from  Baumeifter's  logic^  eight 
hours  in  the  week  ;  and  four  hours  geometry 
and  trigonometry  from  Wcidler.  9.  On  phy- 
lic,  under  the  following  heads,  pathology, 
diatetics,  and  therapeutics,  from  Ludwig's 
compendium.  10.  On  Botany,  after  the  fyf- 
tem  of  Linnaeus.  11.  Anatomy  from  Lud- 
wig.  1 2.  On  the  etymology,  fyntax,  and  ftylc 
of  the  French"  tongue :  eight  hours  in  the' 
week.  13.  Etymology,  fyntax,  and  ftyle  of 
the  German . 

Befide  the  univerfity,  there  are  two  gym- 
nafia,  or  feminaries,  for  the  education  of 
youth,  endowed  alfo  by  Elizabeth,  in  which 
are  taught  divinity,  claflics,  philofophy,  the 
Greek,  Latin^  Ruffian,  German,  French,  Ita- 
lian, and  Tartar  languages  ;  hiftory,  geogra- 
phy, mathematics,  architecture,  fortification, 
artillery,  algebra,  drawing  and  painting,  mufic, 
fencing,  dancing,  reading  and  writing.  There 
are  twenty-three  profefTors  :  amongft  thefe, 
the  Syllabus  informed  me,  that  Mr/Alexief 
teaches  divinity  two  hours  in  the  week.  Mr. 
Matthaei,  profeffor  and  redor  of  both  femi- 
naries, explains  fome  of  Cicero^s  Orations  and 
feled  Epiftles,  Libanius's  Letters,  Ernefti's 
otatorical  effays,  Xenophons  Anabajis^  teaches 
the  Roman  antiquities  from  Burman*s  com- 
pendium, and  continues  his  ufual  Latin  exer- 
cifes  upon  oratory.  Mr.  Sinkovfki,  every 
morning  from  feven  to  nine,  treats  of  the 
principles  of  rhetoric,  particularly  concerning 
tlie  Periodologiay  both  as  to  theory  and  prac- 
tice. 
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tice,  from  Burgiuss  Eknmaih  Or^toruh^,  ex^ 
plains  Csefar's  Commentaries  and.  Jvftia  ;  em- 
ploys his.  ibholars  in  Latin  aod  Ruffiaa  tran- 
ilations^  and  in  the  etymology  and  fynta^ 
of  the  Greek  tongue:  readsPlutarch  «i^  htuxii.; 
andj  from  nine  to  twelve  on  Mondays^  Wed- 
nefdayS)  and  Saturdays,  Ovid-s  Metamoi^o- 
&>  and' oonneds  mythology  withrantient  hi(^ 
tory  and  gec^aphy.  Mr.  Tflierbotaref^  ex- 
traordinary profeiTor  of  logic  and  morality> 
and  under4ibrarian  to  the  univarfity,  four 
hours  in  the;  week^  comments  upon  Heiwcdi- 
elementa pbilojbpbia  rationalis  et  mora/isi,as  wcH 
in  the  original  Latin^as  in  the  RuffiaQv'^' tran- 
flation,  for  the  benefit  of  tho£e  who  aire  unac- 
quainted- with  the  Latin  ton^a^.  Mr*.  Ur- 
baniki  gives  inftrudlions  in?  rhetoric  Bom  tlie 
compendium  of  Burgius-,  both  iui  theory  and 
pradice.  M  r .  Holberfiof  explpanfr; Qouat  Tef^ 
fin's  Letters  to  a  young,  prince -fr* 

The  acoount  of  the  Greek.  ma«i»]fcriptB  in; 
the  library  of  the  Holy  Sy^oi  ^  Moscow, 
prefented  to  me  by  the  dire(Stor,.b^rfl.th8  fpU 
lowing  title:  ^^  Notttia  codkum^tM^tfUripttfrum 
'^  Graeiorum  Biblhtkefarum  Ahfqa^Jivm-Ji^'^ 
**  tiffimat  Jytibdi  Rcciefim  ^tho^mae  Qfaffo^ 

^^  indictius  /ocupi^ti^mis.  £di4k  Qbf^^am^ 
**  Fredericus  Matthaeiy  Gymnqfiorum  VnhiS^ 
"  tatis  Mojquenjis  Reflor.  Mofqjij^tf  typi^ 
*y  TJniverfitat$s$  Anno  1776."  fo^ip^  .The 
author  is  Chriftian  Frederic  Mattb^h  a*  Je?fci;p- 

ed 

*  lis  prxcipur,  qui  ]inguas  Latinse  funt  ignari,  nee  fo^  ftudia 
jtCHdemica  in  univcrfitate  ulterius  profequi  poifunt. 
t  The  prefect  king  of  Sweden  when  prince  royal. 
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f  ^ 

ed  Germfln^  who  was-educaiad  at  Ecipfic  un^ 
der  the  cdebrafedfErnefti,  andf  bcing^  drawni 
to  Mofbow  by  tile  libemliby  of  th©  etnpre%i 
was  appointed  a  profeffot;  of  this  utiiverfity^- 
Soon  after  his  arrival  in-  tbise  city,  be  turned^ 
his  firft  attention  to  the 'ftate' of  Greeki  Ibarn*- 
ing  in  this  countty ;  and  being  informed^  that 
the  libmiy  of  the  Holy,  Synod  contained  $ 
large  ai>d  curious  coUedion^  of  Gtteek  m^rrai- 
fcript»5  tfee  greateft  jjart  of  which'  had-,  at  the 
fuggeftion  of  the  patriarch*  Niooti,  and*  at  the 
expeiice  of  Alexey  Micbaelovitch,.  been  col- 
lected by  the  monk  Arfenius-ftoni'  the  n»Dnal^ 
tery  of  Mount  Athos, .he  immediately  essplored 
this  literary  treaflire. 

And  as  a  catalogue  of^  thefe  manuferipts^, 
publifhed^  by/  AthanafiurSchiada,  at^the  ondfer 
of  Peter  the  Great,  wasj  CKCecdingly  iit^ktiu^ 
rate,  ISi^attlMei,  who  hadMifplayed  his  eruditi- 
on by  fcveral  excellent  editions*  of  the  Claf- 
iics>  was  encoutaged  by  Prince  J^otemkinthe 
great  patron'  of  antient  literatiire  who  paid 
all  the  expence  of  the  publication,,  to  under- 
take this>work^  upon  a  more  extenfive  plan. 
Accordingly;  in  1^7765  the  learned  editor  ga^ve 
to  the^pubKcthrs^firft  parfcofHthe  penfoimance, 
in  which' Iw  has)  laid  d«)wnr  a-  very  aiccurnte 
and  circumifladitiai'  detail'  of  fifty>one  msmu- 
fcripts> .  afcoompanied  with  mtny^  judkious-  re- 
marks and  criticar  inquiries  V  he'defcribes  the 
niaterialsj  upon  which  each  ntanuifcript'  i$ 
written  j  he  mentions  the  number  of  pages,  - 
the  ag€>  the  writer,  the  fqrmer  poffeffors  ;  tho 

contents, . 

*  The  late  ingenious  Mr.  Harris  has  enumerated  the  edition* 
pablifh^d  bj  Mr.  Mattbsei.     Philof,  iiiquirics,  p.  564. 
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contents,  the  firfi  and  htt  word.  The  author 
propofes  to  contmne  the  publication  at  difie- 
nent  intervals  until  he  has  finifhed  the  ac- 
count.  But  as  it  would  require  many  years 
thus  minutely  to  detail  and  defcribe  all  the 
manufcripts,  whofe  number  amounts  to  502 ; 
the  learned  author  has,  in  the  mean  while, 
favoured  the  public  with  a  complete  cata* 
logue,  in  a  lefs  circumftantial  manlier,  under 
the  following  title:  ^^  Index  codicmm  manu^ 
^^  /criptorum  Graecorum  Bibliotbtcamm  Mof- 
^^ '  quenfiumfanSlsffimae  Synodi  ecclefiae  crtbodoxae 
^  GracO'Ruficae  :  edidit  Cbrijiianus  Fredericus 
^  Mattbaei.  Petropolu  typis  Academiae  Scien^ 
^*  tiaruin^  1780."  4to.  To  this  index  is  pre- 
£yed  a  very  fatisfa<flory  and  comprehenfive 
introdudion  \  in  which,  after  having  informed 
lis  that  he  compiled  it  for  the  ufe  of  jHince 
Yufapof,  an  enthufiail  in  Greek  literature,  be 
enters  into  a  fhort  account  of  the  principal 
manu{crip(;s.  Among  thefe  he  enumerates 
fevcral  of  the  Septuagint,  and  one  in  particu- 
lar of  )the  Books  of  Kings,  which  is  of  the 
ninth  century,  and  contains,  in  fome  places, 
many  various  readi^ngs,  materially  differing 
from  the  printed  editions.  He  mentions  alfo 
ifeveral  of  the  New  Teftament ;  fome^ca>m- 
panied  with  antient  commentaries,  which 
have  never  been  publiHied,  and  which  the  in- 
genious author  has  tranfcribed,  collated,  and 
prepared  for  the  prefs.  The  moft  antient  of 
fhefe  pontaining  the  New  Teftament,  was 
written  at  different  periods  j  the  firft  part  fo 
.  pjarly  as  the  feventh  or  eight  century,  and  the 
remainder  in  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth.     He 

adds,. 
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addsj  4hat  this  collet icm,  although  chiefly 
confined  to  theological  fubjeds,  is  by  no  means 
deficient  in  the  claflics  ;  amongft  which  he 
enu Iterates  Homer,  iEfchylus,  Sophocles, 
Demdfthenes,  ifefchynes,  Hefiod,  Paufanias, 
Plutarch,  and  a  moft  beautiful  Strabo,  which 
he  has  collated  for  the  new  edition  of  that 
author,  preparing  for  the  Clarendon  prefs  by 
Mr.  Falkener  of  Oxford*. 

In  this  library  of  the  Holy  Synod  Mr. 
Mdttha&i  difcovered  an  antient  hymn  of  Ceres 
in  a  manufcript  of  Homer,  written  about  the 
conclufion  of  the  fourteenth  century,  but 
which  he*  fuppofes  to  have  been  a  tranfcript^ 
&om  a  moft  antient  and  valuable  copy :  this> 
manufcript,  befide  a  fragment  of  the  Iliad, 
contained  the  fixteen  hymns  ufually  attribu- 
ted to  Homer,  in  the  fame  order  as  they  are 
generally  printed.  At  the  end  of  the  fixteenth 
he  found  twelve  verfes  of  an  hymn  to  Bac- 
chus, and  an  hymn  to  Ceres,  which,  except- 
ing the  laft  part,  was  entire.  Mr.  Matthasi, 
well  acquainted  with  the  delays  which  would 
have  attended  the .  publication  at  Mofcow, 
fcnt  a  copy  of  the  hymn  to  the  celebrated, 
Ruhnkenius,  of  the  univerfity  of  Leyden, 
who  gave  it  to-the  public  in  1780  ;  and, 
as  by  roiftake  twenty  lines  had  been  omit- 
ted, he  put  forth  a  fecond  edition  the  follow* 
^ng  year  -f^ 

The- 

•  It  was  «  cohfiderable  difappointnieni  to  me,  that  Mr.  Mat- 
fiiaei  was  a  brent  from  Mofcow  during  my  continuance  in  thpt 
city,  as  I  fhould  have  derived  great  information  from  his  ac- 
quaintance. 1  have  Ukewife  to  regret,  thai,  on  account  of  his 
abfence,  I  could  not  obtain  a  fight  of  thefe  manufcripts. 

f  Homeri  Hymous  in  Cefar^ui  nunc  primum  eiiitus  a  Da  vide 
)R.uknkepi9. 
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The  learned  editor  has  preyed  «  critical 
diiquiiition  upon  this*  hymn,  in  which  he  a£- 
ieits  that  it  is  undoubtedly  of  great  antiquity, 
and  written,  if  not  by  Homer  himielf,  y^ 
certainly  by  a*  very  diligent  imitator  ^  his 
ilyle  and  phrafec^gy^  The  exprefs  te^mcmy 
of  Paufanias,  who  rq)eatedly  meotions  that 
Homer  had  compofed  an  hymn  to  Geres^  may 
perhaps  fcem  to  Ibme  readers  a-  ftrong  argu- 
snent,  that  it  is  the  genuine  production  of  the 
^eat  author  whofe  iiame  it*  bears :  and  yet 
the  joint  opinion  of  the  two  antient  gramma^ 
rians  *,  quoted  by  Rufankenius  in  his  preface,, 
may  be  thought  of  fuffident  weight  to  coun- 
terbalance  the  iingle  evidence  of  Paufanias ;. 
whofe  judgment  (as  the  editor  has  well  ob- 
fcrved)  in  this  cafe  is  of  the  lefs  value,  be- 
caufe  he  has,  without  difcrimination,  adjudge 
ed  the  reft  of  the  Homeric  hymns^to  the  re- 
puted parent,  many  of  which  bear  much 
Wronger  marks  of  a  lefs  honourable  origin, 
than  this  compofition  in  queftion.  Though 
the  ftyle  and  plan  of  this  hymn  appears  to 
me  (as  well  as  to  the  celebrated  editor)  infe- 
rior to  Homer,  and  in  fome  places  unworthy 
of  him,  yet  this  argument,  depending  on  the 
tafte  and  feelings  of  the  reader,  will  not  ope- 
rate on  all  with  equal  force;  nor  will  even 
they  who  allow  its  inferiority  to  the  other 
produdions  of  the  divine  poet,  be  immedi- 
ately inclined  to  grant  the  conclufion,  that  it 
is  not  his  work ;  becaufe  that  obje<3ion  may 
he  removed  by  fuppofing,  that  Homer  might 

in 
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in  one  particular  com()ofition  fall  below  his 
ufual  ftandard  of  perfeQion.  A  llronger 
proof  againft  its  originality  may  be  drawn 
from  the  words,  {ihraies,  ^id  inflexions  oc- 
curring in  this  poem,  which  are  either  of  a 
later  date  than  the  age  of  Homer,  or  not  found 
in  his  unfufpeded  works.  Some  of  thefe  the 
editor  has  enumerated  **. 

The  claflical  reader  who  is  defirous  of  fur- . 
ther  information  relative  to  the  gcnuiheneis  of 
this,  antient.  poem,  is  referred  to  the  laft^  edition 
prtbe  Hymn  by  Ruhnkenius,.and  to  the  Pre-' 
iace  bf  Mr.  Hole's  Tranflation  f. 

♦  The  hyointo  Ceres li^s Ai&ered many  mutiUtioni  and'cor* 
raptioBs.     it   muf  not   be<  improper*  to*  praduce  an  >  inftance. 
AoMi^^otber particulars;  iB/Vwliich'cKis^byma  rerenfrblM\  the  Iliad 
and  Odyifej,  one  of  the  ipoit  confpicuous  is-that  pronejiefslo 
iteration,  which  makes  a  dtftinguifhing'feaiure  of  Hbmer.     The 
author  of  this  hymn,  from  v.  443  to  447  incJufive,  mentions 
the  promifes  which  Jupiter  coinmii&ons  Rhea  to  make  in  his 
name  to  Ceres  ;.  the(e.Rhea.rcp^ats,.v.  46L— 404;/  The4<^5ih 
verfe  confifting  of  the  fame  words  with  the447tfa9  itfe  copier  ' 
ofthe'paeni  absurdly  tranfcrili^d.th^  BVe  folio wi b g  littes  (v.- 
448'r«*4$.20;  ^d  prx) ha bly,  admitted  ait   ieaft  aa.- many^  which,^ 
originally  conneded  this  part  with  the  fequel, 

t*  Homer's  -Hymn  to  Geres  tranflated  into*  BngMi  Verfc  oj 
Ricbard  H^le,  LLJft. 
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CHAP.       VL 


Retail  trade  in  the  Khitaigorod. — Market  for 
tbefale  of  houfes. — Expedition  ufed  in  build- 
ing wooden  JiruBures.'^Excellence  of  the  po^ 
lice  in  cafes  of  riot  or  fire. — Chefs  very  com-* 
mon  in  Ruilia. — Account  of  the  Foundling 
Hofpital. — Excurfion  to  the  monafiery  of  the 
Holy  Trinity. — Delays  of  the  poft. — Defcrip- 
tion  of  the  monajiery. — T^omb  g/^  Maria  titular 
queen  of  Livonia.-— jTA^  hijlory  of  that  queen 
and  oj  her  hujband  Magnus.; — T^omb  and  cha- 
raiier  qf  Boris  Godunof.  ^ 

jM  O  S  C  D  W  is  the  centre  of  the  inland 
commerce  of  Ruffia^  and  particularly  con- 
neds  the  trade  between  Europe  and  Siberia. 

^he  pnly  navigation  to  this  city  is  formed 
by  the  Mo&va,  which,  falling  into  the  Occa 
near  Colunlna,  communicates  by  means '  of 
that  river  with  the  Volga  *.  But,  as  the 
Mofkva  is  only  navigable  in  Spring  upon  the 
melting  of  the  fnows,  the  principal  merchan- 
dize is  conveyed  to  and  from  Mofpow  BDPB 
fledges  in  winter. 

The  whole  retail  commerce  of  this  city  is 
(Carried  on  in  the  Khitaigorod,  where,  accord- 
ing 

*  For  the  communication  of  the  Volga  with  th»  Baitic,  fee 
the  chapter  on  the  Inland  Navigation  of  Rufiia  in  the  next  vo* 
JMine. 
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ing  to  a  cuflom  common  in  Ruflia^,  as  well  as 
in  moft  kingdoms  of  the  Eafl^  all  the  (hops 
are  coUeded  together  in  one  fpot.     The  plaee 
is,  like  a  kind  of  fair,  confifting  of  maily  rows 
of  low  brick  buildings  j  the  interval  between 
them    refembling    alleys.     Thefe    (hops    or 
booths  occupy  a  confiderable  fpace ;  they  do 
not,  as  with  us,  make  part  of  the  houfes  in- 
habited by  the  tradefmen,  but  are  quite  de* 
tached  from  their  dwellings,  which  for  the 
moft  part  are  at   fome  diflance  in   another 
quarter  of  the  town.     The  tradefman  comes 
to  his  fhop  in  the  morning,  remains  there  all 
day,  and  returns  home  to  his  family  in  the 
afternoon.     Every  trade  has  its  feparate  de- 
partment ;  and  they  who  fell  the  fame  goods 
have  booths  adjoining  to  each  other.     Furs 
and  ikins  form  the  moft  confiderable  article 
of   commerce    in    Mofcow,    and.  the  fhops' 
which   vend   thpfe   commodities   occupy   Ic- 
vcral  ftreets. 

Among  the  curiofities  of  Mofcow,  I  muft 
not  omit  the  market  for  the  fale  of  houfes. 
It  is  held  in  a  large  open  fpace  in  one  of  the 
fuburbs,  and  exhibits  a  great  variety  oi  ready-- 
made houjesj  thickly  ftrewed  upon  the  ground. 
.The  purchafer  who  wants  a  dwelling,  repairs 
to  this  fpot,  mentions  the  number  of  rooms 
he  requires,  examines  the  different  timbers, 
which  are  regularly  numbered,  and  bargains 
for  that  which  fuits  him.  The  houfe  is  fome- 
times  paid  for  upon  the  fpot,  and  taken  away 
by  the  purchafer^  or  fomctimes  the  vender 
contrads  to  tranfport  and  ere£l  it  upon  the 
place  where  it  is  defigned  to  ftand.     It  may 

appear 
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n^pear  incredible  to  effort,  'that  a  'dwelling 
nfoy  be  lihnfi  bougttt^  removed,  raifed,  and 
kihtfbked^  within  the  fpace  of  a  week  ;  birt 
ti^^fhAll  conceive  k  pfpa<fticable  by  confider- 
iflg  that  Chefe  reaS^mdtde  boufes  are  in  general 
merely  colleftions  of  trunks  of  trees,  te- 
nanted and  mortaJfed  dt  each  extremity  into 
one  another,  fofhat  nothing  more  is  required 
thrtn  the  labour  <X,  transporting  and  Te- 
adjufting  them. 

But  this  fummary  m©de  of  building  is  not 
always  peculiar  to  the^  meaner  hovels  ;  as 
wooden  ftrudlures  of -very  large  dimenfions 
afiti  han(}fome  appearance  are  oiccalionally 
formed  in  Ruffia  with  an  expedition  almoft 
inconceivable  to  the  inhabitants  of  other  coun- 
tries. A  ncmarkafbie  inftance  of  this  dif- 
^atch  was  difplayed  the  laft  time  the  euiprefs 
tame  to  Mofcow.  Her  majefty  propofed  to 
Tefide  in  the  manfion  of  prince  Galitzin,  which 
is  efteemed  the  completeft  edifice  in  this  city  \ 
feut  as  it  was  not  fuiEciently  fpacious  'for  her 
rfeception,  a  temporary  addition  of  wood,  lar- 
ger than  the  original  houfe,  ahd  containing 
ia  magnificent  ftilte  of  apattmerits,  was  began 
•and  finifhed  within  the  fpace  of  fix  wtefcs. 
This  'meteor-like  fabric  was  ix^  haridfome 
find  commodious,  that  the  material*,  which 
«were  taken  down  at  her  maj^y^s  depar- 
ture, were  to  be  re-conftrudad,  as  a  kind 
t)f  imperial  villa,  upon  an  eminence  neair  the 
city. 

In  Mofcow  I  obferved  an  admirable  police 
for  preventing  riots,  or  for  ftopping  the  con- 
courfe  of  people  in  cafe  of  fires,  which  arc 

very 
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"v^iy   frequenft  and  /i^k>lieat 'in  llhofc  paitoy 
where  the  houfes  are  m6fily4>f^vroody  ax^dthe 
^Dreets  are  laid  with  timber.     At  the  ieKtv&a&b 
of  each  flreet  thf^e  i^  a  devauX'^dffjffixe  >gate9  ^ 
one  end  whea^of  turns  upon  a  pivet,^  and 
the  other  rolls  ^poa  a  wheel;  near  it  is  a     • 
oen try-box,  in  which  a  in«^  is  ooc^ooal]^ 
ftationed^     In  times  of  riot  or  fire  the  centia«^  ^ 
jhuts  the  gate,  and  all  paiTa^e  is  imni^itttefy 
Jftopped. 

Chefs  is  fo  common  in  Rufliai  that  dxaiwg 
our  contintiance  at  Mofcow,  ilicai?ecly  cntei^ 
«d  into  any  company  where  pa^tties  wtt^ndt 
engaged  iii  that  div^iion ;  ^atid  I  ^mry  :&<>- 
qnently  obferved,  m  my  paffage  th«^u^  thfc 
dnreets,  the  trade!&nen  and  comtn^m  fe&fit^ 
playing  it  bolbre  the  doovs  of  their  fhops  w 
houfes.  The  Rufiians  are  efleemed  ^grea^ 
^c^cients  in  x^befs.  With  them  the  queen 
lias,  in  additicm  to  the  other  moves,  jthat  ^<if 
the  knight,  Which,  ^cordrng  to  PWlJidor, 
'fpoils  the  giame,  but  Whidi  ee^aidly  tenders 
it  mote  complicated  and  dtiicult,  asid  <if  -^ 
€ourle  mMe  ibtereiliiig.  The  R^uilians  >  have 
alfo  another  method  of  playii^atdbc;f%nanieu 
ly,  Wfth'fdUr  perfons  at  the  lame  time,  liwo 
lagaiofi  tWo;  and  for  this  pi^rpofe  the  iioard  ib 
longer  than  ufual,  contains  mote  raeia,  ^  and  is 
-provided  wkh  a  greater  number  of  fquares. 
I  Was  informed,  that  this  method  is  more^difv.  - 
Ikttlt,  4mt-^far4iidre  agreeable,  than  the  ccwn-' 
Hion  game* 

Among  the  publkr  inftitutions  of  Molcow, 
the  moft  remarkable  is  the  Foundling  Hofpi- 
taU  endowed  in  1 764  by  the  prefcnt  emprefe, 

and 
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and  fupported  by  voluotaiy  contributions  and 
legacies,  and  other  charitable  gifts.  In  order 
to  encourage  donations,  her  majefty  grants  to 
all  benefactors  fome  valuable  privileges,  and 
a  certain  degree  of  rank  in  proportion  to  the 
extent  of  their  liberality.  Among  the  prin- 
cipal contributors  mufl  be  mentioned  a  pri- 
vate merchant,  named  Dimidof  *,  a  perfbn  of 
great  wealth,  who  has  expended  in  favouf  df 
this  charity  above  ^^  100,000.  The  holpital, 
which  is  fituated  in  a  very  airy  part  or  the 
town  upon  a  gentle  afcent  near  the  river 
Moikva,  is  an  immenfe  pile  of  building  of  a 
quadrangular  fhape,  part  of  which  was  only 
finifhed  when  we  were  at  Mofcov/.  It  con- 
tained, at  that  time,  3000  foundlings ;  and, 
when  the  whole  is  completed,  will  receive 
8000. 

The  children  are  brought  to  the  porter's 
lodge  and  admitted  without  any  recommen-* 
dation.  The  rooms  are  lofty  and  large ;  the 
dormitories,  which  are  feparated  from  the 
work  rooms,  are  very  airy,  and  the  beds  are 
not  crouded:  each  foundling,- even  each  in- 
fant, has  a  feparate  bed  ;  the  bedfleads  are  of 
iron  ;  the  flieets  are  changed  every  week,  and 
the  linen  three  times  a  week.  In  going  over 
the  rooms,  I  was  particularly  flruck  with 
their,  neatnefs ;  even  the  nurferies  being  un-^ 
commonly  clean,  and  without  any  unwhole- 
fome  fmells.  No  cradles  are  allowed,  and 
rocking  is  particularly  forbidden.  The  in- 
fants 

*  The  ancedors  of  this  gentleman  firft  difcovered  and  worked 
the  ncheft  mines  ot  Sibeiia  ;  from  whence  his  famiij  acquired 
immenfe  riches. 
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fants  are  not  fwaddled  according  to  the  cuf- 
torn  of  the  country,  but  loofely  dreffcd." 

The  direftor  obligingly  favoured  us  with 
his  company,  and  fhowed  us  the  foundlings 
at  their  refpedive  works.  Immediately  upon 
his  appearance  the  children  crouded  round 
him  ;  fome  took  hold  of  his  arm  ;  fome  held 
by  his  coat  j  others  killed  his  hand,  and  they 
all  expreffed  the  higheft  fatisfadion.  Thefe 
natural  and  unfeigned  marks  of  regard  were 
the  moft  convincing  proofs  of  his  mrldnefi 
and  good-nature  5  for  children,  when  ill  ufed, 
naturally  crouch  before  thofe  who  have  the 
management  of  them.  I  could  be  ho  judge 
merely  in  vifiting  the  hofpital,  whether  the 
children  were  well  inftruifted,  arid  the  regu- 
lations well  obferved  5  but  I  was  perfedly 
convinced,  from  their  behaviour,  that  they 
were  in  general  happy  and  contented,  and 
could  perceive  from  their  looks  that  they  werd 
remarkably  healthy.  This  la tter  circumftance 
mud  be  owing  to  the  uncommon  care,  which 
is  paid  to  cleanlinefs  both  in  their  perfons  and 
rooms. 

The  foundlings  are  divided  into  ifeparate 
clafTes,  a^xording  to  their  refpe6live  ages. 
The  children  remain  two  years  in  the  nur- 
fery,  wheri  they  are  admitted  into  the  loweft 
clafs ;  the  boys  and  girls  continue  together 
until  they  are  fevcn  years  of  age,  at  which 
time  they  are  feparated.  They  all  learn  to 
read,  write,  and  caft  accounts.  The  boys 
are  taught  to  knit;  they  occafionally  card 
hemp,  flax,  and  wool,  and  work  in  the  diffe- 
rent manufa<5lures.     The  girls  learn  to  knit, 

Vol.  I.  Ec  net, 
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net,  and  all  kinds  of  needle^Work ;  they  ipia 
ftnd  weave  lace  ^  they  are.  employed  in  cooker 
try,  baking  and  houfe^-work  of  all  forts^ 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  the  foundlings  enter 
into  the  firft  clafs  ;  when  they  have  the  liber^ 
ty  of  chufing  any  particular  branch  of  trade ; 
and  for  this  purpoie  there  are.  different  fpecies 
of  manufadures  efiablifhed  in  the  ho^ital, 
of  which  the  principal  are  embroidery,  iilk 
Aockings,  ribbands,  lace,  gloves,  buttons,  and 
cabinet-work.  A  feparate  room  is  appropri-* 
ated  to  each  trade. 

Some  boys  and  girls  are  inilruded  in  the 
French  and  German  languages,  and  a  few 
boys  in  the  Latin  tongue ;  others  learn  mufic, 
drawing,  and  dancing. 

About  the  age  of  twenty,  the  foundling 
Ireceive  a  fum  of  money,  and  feveral  other 
advantages^  which  enable  them  to  follow 
their  trade  in  any  part  of  the  empire;  a 
very  confiderable  privilege  in  Ruflia,  where 
the  peafants  are  flaves,  and  cannot  leave 
their  village  without  the  permifficm  of  their 
mailer. 

In  another  vifit  which  I  paid  to  this  hoipi* 
tal  I  iaw  the  foundlifitgs  at  dinner :  the  girls 
and  boys  dine  feparateiy.  The  dining  rooms, 
which  are  upon  the  ground-floor,  are  large 
and  vaulted,  and  dinind  from  the  work 
rooms.  The  firft  clafs  fit  at  table ;  the  reft 
fiand  :  the  little  children  are  attended  by  fer- 
vanis }  but  thofe  of  the  firft  and  fecqnd  dais 
alternately  wait  upon  each  other.  The  din- 
ner confified  of  beef  and  mutton  boiled  in 
broth,  with  rice^    I  tafted  both,  and  they 

were 
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were-r^piarkably  good:  the  bread  was  very 
fweet,  and  was  baked  in  the  houfe,  chiefly 
by  the  f9]andhngs.  Each  foundling  has  a 
napkin,  pewter-plate,  a  knife,  fork,  and 
fpool):  t\\e  n^pkio  and  t^ble-cloth  are  clean 
three  t;iflaes  in  the  week.  They  rife  at  fix, 
dinei  at  eleven,  9nd  fup  at  fix.  The  little 
chil<i^m  have  bread  at  feven,  and  at  four. 
When  tjhcy  are  not  employed  in  their  necef- 
iary  occupations,  the  utmoft  freedom  is  aU 
lovHbed,  ^pd^  they  are  encouraged  to  be  as 
niuiph  in  t)ie  air  as  poflible.  The  whole 
was  a  lovely  fight ;  and  the  countenances  of 
the  Qhildreu;  exprefledthe  utmoft  content  and 
happinef^. 

In  tki  hofpita)  there  is  a  theatre  in  which 
all  the  decprations  are  the  work  of  the  found- 
lings  :  they  conftruded  the  ftage,  painted  the 
fceqesjt,  and  made  the  drefifes.  I  was  prefent 
at  the  reprefent^tioQ  of  the  Honnete  Crimine/, 
an^  the  (^omip  opera,  Le  Devin  du  FiUage^ 
both  tr^pOajted  intp  the  Rufiian  tongue.  Not 
underftan^ing  the  language,  I  could  be  no 
judg?.  whether  th^y  fppk^e^with  propriety ;  but 
I  i?ras ;  fvurpriz^d  at  the  eafe  with  which  they 
trod  thq  ftagj^i  and  ,w^s  pleafed  with  the 
gracefvtlqffs  of  .their  ai^ion*  There  were 
fome  agreeable  voices  in  the  opera.'  The  on- 
che^r4  w^s,  filled  with  h  band  by  no  means 
contemptible^  wjiich  confifted  entirely  cif 
fpundlings,  excepting  the  firft  violin,  who  was 
their )  mi)ilpk*-n)aiier.  On  this  occafion  the 
play  wa@i  ppt,  as  ufual,  concluded  with  a  bal-* 
Iqt,  bec^ufe  the  principal  performer  was  in- 
difpofed,  which  was  no  fmall  difappointilient, 

E  e  2  as 
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as  we  were  mCormtd  fbat  thcj  dance  baBets 
with  great  tafle  and  elegance. 

The  emprefs,  I  am  told,  is  induced  to 
countenance  theatrical  reprefcntations  in  a 
ieminary  of  this  kind,  frora  a  defire  Hf  Hif- 
fbling  among  her  fnhjcAs  that  fpecies  of 
entertainment^  which  (he  eorifider?  a  meaifs 
of  civilization,  and  of  enriching  the  Rnffiaa 
theatres  with  a  eonfiant  fappfy  of  pcrfxm 

Many  and  great  are  the  advsiiits^cs  of 
this  excellent  charity.  It  diffnfes  a  know- 
ledge of  the  arts  among  the  peopfe;  efH 
creafes  the  number  of  free  ftibjeds  ;  imA 
above  all  has  confiderably  diminiihed  the 
horrid  praQice  of  deftroying  infants,  fo  preva- 
lent in  thefe  parts  bpfbre  the  inftitntiotf  of  iht 
hcffpitah 

We  were  nnwiltmg  to  quit  this  part  of  the 
country  without  paying  a  vifit  to  TroitlkcS 
Kloftct,  dt  the  mbnaflery  of  the  Holy  Tri- 
nity, which  i^  diftinguimed  in  the  anftals  of 
this  countiy  as  the  aiylum  for  the  Rtiffian  fo- 
trereigns  in  cafes  of  infiirfeQiott  and  daftgef, 
and  is  more  particularly  kitowri  to  foreigticm 
fot  the  refuge  it  afforded  to  Peter  the  Great, 
when  heptit  an 'end  to  the  acfminiftfatioft  of 
his  lifter  Sophii*. 

The  diltafice  fi'om  Mofcotvto  the  fiionaf- 
tery  being  forty  miles,  we  otdered  poft-horfes 
to  be  ready  at  five  ift  the  motnmg,  with  an 
intention  of  viev<ring  the  convent,  and  return- 
ing to  this  city  by  night.  We  thought  that 
We  (hbuld   eafily  have  made  this  excurfion 

in 

*  See  Chap.  VHI. 
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in  the  time  propofed  ;  but  obflacles  conti-r 
nually  occur  ia  foreign  countries,  unforc^ 
feen  bjr  thofe  wh<»  are  not  fufiiciently  ac^ 
quainied  witib  the  manners  qI  the  natives  i 
and  tbe/fflofi  trivial  circumftancesyv  which' 
if  k^own  are  readily  obviated,  produce, 
when  unknown,  confid^rable  embarrafTments* 
Some  petty  diftrefles  of  this  defcription 
iengthened  our  expedition  from  one  to  three 
dayfi.  ^\ 

We  rofe  at  fiv«  in  the  morniag,  but  were 
detained  by  the  want  of  poft-horfes^  which 
we  found  great  difficulty  in  procuring,  not-^ 
withftanding  that  our  orders  for-  them  were 
iign^ed  by  the  governor  of  the  province  and 
the  goveri»^r  of  the  city,  aad  although  we 
importuned  i&he  poflrma&er  with  2)q)eated 
meffagps.  The  cafe  is,  that  as  -t^e^^rice  for 
the  hir^  of  ^hoffes  is  very  iaconfiderabie,  the 
owners  can  employ  them  in  other.  femce$  to 
greater  advantage  :  a^d  on  this  accQiint  a 
l^ranger,  unlefs  h^  ^  jbceompa^ied  with  a 
Ruffian  &ddier  to  <|uicken  the  eKpeiiition  of 
thojfe  who  furnifti  the  poll,  muft  neceflarily 
meet  with  infinite  delays  in  travelling  through 
this  country.  We  were,  indeed,,  iirongly 
advifed  by  ibme  of  ou^;  acquaintance  to 
ufe  this  precaution  i  but,  thinking  that  we. 
ihould  have  no  occafion  for  it  during  fo 
ihait  a  journey,  we  imprudently  omitted  it^ 
to  our  gre^t  mcpnyenience,  ^  wp  foon  expe- 
rienced. 

After  waiting  nine  hours  we  at  length 
thought  ourfelves  fortunate  in  feeing  the  poft- 
lioffes  ma|i:e  their  appeafanp^  abput  two  in 

the 
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the  afternoon ;  and  fat  off  with  ait  expe^iati* 
on  of  proceeding  without  interruption  to  Bre- 
tofifaina,  where  we  knew  that  A  reky  was 
waiting  for  us.     But  our  drivers- flopped  at  a 
village  only  four  miles  from  Mofcow,  and  pe- 
remptorily refufed  to  carry  us  aWy  farther.  In 
vain  we  produced  our  order  for  hotfes--,  they 
contended  that  it  Authorized  us  only  to  take 
them  from  village  to  village ;  and  '6pon  the 
flrength  of  that  conftrudion  returned  without 
further  ceremony  to  Mofcow.      Two   hours 
more  were  now  employed,  and  niuch  broken 
Ruffian  fpoken  by  our  Bohemian  interpreter, 
before  we  were  able  to  prevail  upon^the  in- 
habitants of  the  place  to  ftipply  us  with  horfes, 
who  depofited  us  in  a'  village  afootiC  the  dif- 
tance  of  three  miles ;  where  all'  the  old  procefs 
of  altetcatibn,   threats,   and  promifes,   were 
again  renewed*     Iki  this  manner  we  continu- 
ed  wrangUng  and  proceeding  from  village  to 
tillage,  which  uftfbrtunarely  lay  very  thick 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  until  near  mid- 
night, when  we  found  ouffeltes  at  Klifma, 
only  feventeen  miles  from  Mofcow,  where  we 
took  up  our  abode  in  a  peafarit's  cottage.  Our 
Bohemian  fervant  having  fortunately  devoted 
great  part  of  the  night  in  rambling  to  differ- 
ent houies,  and  adjufiing  the  difficult  negotia- 
tion for  frefh  horfes,  we  Were  able  to  depart 
^Imoft  by  day-break  ^  and  had  the  ftill  fa^er 
fatisfadion  to  pafs  over  the  imfnenfe  {!pdi^  of 
feven  miles  without  either  halt  or  delay ;  fo 
that  by  eight  in  the  inorning  we  reached, 
much  to  our    furprize,   Bretoffhini^    which 
ftands  about  half-way  between  M<rfcQw  and 

the 
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the  convent.  Here  we  found  a  Ruffian  £cr^ 
jeant>  whon)  prini^e  VolkoUiki  had  obiigingl^f 
ient  forwards  to  procure  the  horfes,  which  ha 
had  promifed  we  fhould.  find:  in  this  place^i 
and  to  accompany  us  during  the  remainder  of 
our  journey :  the  experience  of  the  preceding 
day  had  taught  us  tht^  value  of  this  militarv 
attendant 

At  Bretoffhina  we  viewed  a  palace  built  bf 
Ahxhy  ]VJichaelovitch,,in  which  he&equently 
rejSded :  it  is  a  long  wooden  building,  paint-^ 
cd  yellow,  only  one  ftory  jn  height,  containing 
a  fuite  of  ihiall  aUd  low  rooms,  ..This  palace 
(if  it  defer vea  that  name)  has  long  been  unin*; 
habited,  The  empre^,.  pleafed  with  the 
beauty  of  the  fituation,  and  xefpe«fHn^  a  place 
which  had  once  been  the  ArvQurite  cefidence 
of  Peter  the  Qreat's  father,  purpofed  to  build 
a  large  brick  palace  near  the  iite  of  the  old 
manfion ;  and '  part  of  the  materials  were  aU 
ready  collected  for  that  purpofe.  Upon  our 
return  to  the  village  wc  ordered  the  horfes, 
and  were  pleafed  to  find  our  order  obeyed 
alnioft  as  loon  as  it  was  ifiued :  we  had,  in^ 
deed,  a  very  fuccefsful  agent  in  our  friend  the 
ierjeant  j  for  the  peafknta,  who  were  begin-^ 
ning  to  wrangle  among  themfeWes,  and  to 
maKC  their  ufual  altercations,  were  inllanta^ 
neouily  difperfijd  by  hia  cudgel,  whofe  clo-* 
quence  was  more  perftjafive  than  the  moft 
pathetic  remonftrances.  The  .  peafants  were 
certainly  accu domed  to  this  fpecies  of  rhe- 
toric} for  they  bore  it  patiently,  and  with 
perfe^  good  humour ;  and,  the  moment  they 
were  ieated  upon  the  box,  began  wbiftling 

and 
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and  finging  their  national  fongs  as  ufual.  We 
now  continued  our  route,  and  arrived  at  the 
convent,  though  diftant  from  Bretoflhina 
about  twenty  miles,  without  once  flopping  to 
change  horfes. 

Troitikoi  Sergief  Klofter^  or  the  Monaftery 
of  the  Holy  Trinity,  is  fo  large  as  at  a  little 
diflance  to  have  the  appearance  of  a  fmall 
town ;  and,  like  many  convents  in  this  coun- 
try, is  ilrongly  fortified,  according  to  the 
antient  mode  of  defence,  being  furrounded 
with  high  brick  walls,  ftrengthened  with  bat- 
tlements and  towers.  The  parapet  is  roofed 
with  wood,  and  the  walls  and  towers  are  pro- 
vided with  holes  for  mufkets  and  cannon :  the 
whole  18  furrounded  by  a  deep  ditch.  This 
place  flood  feveral  fiegesv  and  particularly 
baffled  all  the  efforts  of  Ladiflaus  prince  of  Po- 
land, who  attacked  it  with  a  large  army. 

Befide  the  convent  or  habitation  for  the 
monks,  the  walls  enclofe  an  imperial  palace, 
and  nine  large  churches  conflruded  by  differ- 
ent fovereigns.  The  convent  is  a  large  range 
of  building  encircling  a  court,  and  is  far  too 
fpacious  for  the  prcfcnt  inhabitants :  it  for- 
merly contained  300  monks,  and  a  proporti-, 
onate  number  of  fludents ;  and  was  the  richeft 
ecclefiaflical  foundation  in  Ruffia.  The  fra- 
ternity poffeffed  confiderable  cflates  which 
contained  at  leafl  ioo»ooo  peafants:  thefe 
efiates,  as  well  as  all  the  other  church-lands, 
being  now  annexed  to  the.  crown,  the  mem- 
bers receive  fmall  penfions.  With  their  re- 
venues their  number  has  been  greatly  dimi- 
ni(hed>  and  they  fcarcely  amount  at  prefent  to 

100 
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roo  monks.  Their  habit  is  blacky  widh  a  veil 
of  the  fame  colour ;  they  eat  no  tneat,  and  the 
difcipUne  of  the  order  iis  very  ftrid-  Within 
the  convent  is  a  feminary  for  the  education  of 
perfons  intended  for  the  clergy  j  which  con  • 
tained,  as  we  were  informed,  about  200 
Undents. 

The  imperial  palace,  which  was  much  fre- 
quented when  the  fovereign  refided  at  Mos- 
cow, is  fmall ;  one  of  the  apartments  is  orna- 
mented With  reprefentations  in  Aucco  of  the 
principal  adions  of  Peter  the  Great.  The 
churches  are  like  all  the  churches  which  fell 
under  my  obfervation,  fuperb  and  fplendid^ 
and  extremely  rich  in  gold  and  filver  orna- 
ments, and  coftly  vcftments.  The  principal 
church  has  a  cupola  and  four  domes,  the  for- 
mer is  of  copper  gilt,  the  latter  of  tin  or  iron 
,  painted  green.  #  We  afcended  a  new  belfry, 
built  by  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  which  is  not 
an  inelegant  piece  of  architedure:  it  com- 
mands a  fine  view  of  the  adjacent  country, 
which  is  gently  waving,  richly  cultivated, 
producing  much  grain,  and  thickly  ftrewed 
with  villages.  The  archimandrite  or  abbot  of 
the  monaftery  being  abfent^  wc  could  not  ob- 
tain permiflion  to  fee  the  library,  which  occa- 
(ioned  fome  regret,  becaufe,  according  to  Bun- 
ching, it  contains  a  curious  coUedion  of 
books  *. 

In  the  principal  church  a  few  tombs  drew 
my  attention. 

The  firft  was  that  of  Maria  queen  of  Livo- 
nia, probably  the  only  perfon  who  ever  bore 

that 

♦  Bufching's  Erd-befchre!bung.    V.  I.  p.  852. 
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that  titfey  an  empty  hofKrar,  which  ihe  nny 
truly  be  faid  to  have  fmrchaied  at  a  dear  rate. 
A^ma,  lioeally  defceoded  from  Ivan  Vaffili- 
evitch  L  was  a  rdatioa  of  Ivan  11.  as  will 
plainly  appear  by  the  fc^wii^  genealogical 
table. 

Irao  VtflilieTich  I. 


VafliU  Ivftttovltcli.  Aodrcw  Ivaoovitch  of 

Staritra,  died  1537* 


Ivtn  VtiBiicf  iub  n. 


Vobdimir  AndrcYitcb^ 
died  IS70, 


Maria,  inariied  to  Magnns, 

Endokia. 

She  ef^ufed  in  1573  Magnus  duke  of  Hol- 
ftein  -f^  at  that  tiiqe  titular  king  of  Livonia, 
who  was  raifed  to  that  dignity'by  Ivan  Vaffili- 
evitch  II.  in  a  very  eYtraordiqary  manner. 
Livonia^  hordcring  upon  Ruffia^  Sweden,  and 
Poland,  and  reciprocally  claimed  and  po^eiled 
by  thofe  three  powersj^  was  in  the  middle  of 

the 

f  Thi^  Ma^Qs  Mras  (on  of  Chriftian  III.  king  of  Dennark  ; 
aod  is  known  m  hiftorj  by  feYcral  different  appellations.  (le  it 
(boietinies  ft/led  king  of  Livonia,  froaa  his  mock-fovereignty  in 
that  country  ;  fometimes  duke  of  Holftetn,  from  his  inheriting 
a  |)ortion  of  that  duchy  upon  the  deceafe  of  his  /ather  i  and  hi* 
ihop  of  M(cU  from  hi«  cJ^changing  bis  part  of  Holftein  for  the 
bifhoprtcks  of  ^fel  and  Courland,  which  he  fecularifed.  Hol- 
berg,  the  Danifli  hiftoriaa,  raentiod^a  bond  for  i$oq^  9^rl^f^ 
which  was  thus  figned.  '*  We  Magnus,  by  the  grace  o  God, 
**  l^rd  of  ^fel  and  Wick,  Bilbop  of  Courland,  Adminiftrator 
**  of  the  biihoprick  of  Reval,  Heir  of  Norway,  Duke  ofSchlef* 
*'*  wick,  Holftein,  Stormar,  and  Ditmacib,  Count  of  pldenbucgh 
**  and  Delmenhurft.*^  Titles,  as  the  hiftorian  remarks,  which 
could  not  procure  htm  a  fmall  fum  of  money  ^ithoi^t  his  bond* 
Holberg.  V.  11.  p,  488. 
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the  fixteenth  century,  partly  free,  partly  fub- 
JC&,  to  Poland,  and  partly  to  the  Swedes,  when 
the  tzar  made  ^ri  irruption  into  that  province, 
and  conquered  a  ixnall  portion.  Well  ac- 
quainted, however,  with  the  averfion  of  the 
natives  to  the  Ruffian  fceptTe,rhe  declared,  that 
he  had  entered  their  country  with  no  inte- 
refted  viewy;  that  he  had  no  other  ambition 
thantorefcue  them  from  the  SwediHi  yoke; 
that  he  hitnfelf  renounced  all  right  of  conqueft, 
would  ftyle  himfelf  thcif  protedor;  and  pro* 
pofed  that  they  fhould  elcd  for  their  fovereign 
Magnus,  whofe  brotherFrederick  II.  king  6f 
Denmark,  had  fom6  ptetenfions  to  Livonia. 
This  propofal  being  cheerfully  complied  with 
by  a  great  party  amohg  the  natives,  the  tzar 
difpatched  att  embaffy  to  Magnus,  who  ac- 
cepted the  proffered  crown,  repaired  without 
delay  to  Mbfoow;  where  be  was  formally  in- 
flailed  in  hi?  new  dignity,  upon  condition  of 
efpoufing  Maria,  and  of  paying  an  annual  tri- 
bute to  the  tzan 

Magnus,  however,  was  ftill  only  a  titular 
fovereign,  being  oppofed  by  the  Swedes,  who 
maintained  a  large  army  in  Livonia,  and^not 
unanimoufly  acknowledged  even  by  the  pa-^ 
tives.  After  a  fruitlefs  attempt  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of  his  crown,  he  continued  to  difplay  his 
mock-dignity  at  Mofcow,  At  length,  in  1577, 
being  efcorted  to  Livonia  by  the  tzar,  at  the 
head  of  50,000  troops,  he  obtained  his  portion 
of  the  province,  the  town  of  Wenden  and  the 
adjacent  territory,  the  remainder  being  referv- 
ed  to  Ruffia. 

Magnus 
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Magnus  was  fcarcely  admitted  iato  Wen- 
den,  where  he  was  received  with  great  de- 
monfirations  of  joy,  tiban,  defpifing  a  precarious 
and  dependant  ibvereignty,  he  wa$  prevailed 
upon  by  his  new  fubje<^s,  ever  averie  to  the 
Ruffian  yoke,  to  form  a  fecret  alliance  with 
the  king  of  Poland,  and  to  counterad  the  tzar's 
progrefs  in  Livonia.  Ivan,  apprized  of  this 
negotiation,  determined  to  chaftife  the  perfidy 
of  Magnus,  by  precipitating  him  from  that 
throne,  which  he  had  fo  lately  aifiiled  him  in 
afcendiog.  With  this  view  he  laid  immedi- 
ate fipge  to  Wenden  with  fo  numerous  an 
army,  that  the  inhabitants,  finding  all  oppo- 
iition  inefiedual,propofed  to  capitulate.  Mag- 
nus himfelf  carried  the  terms  of  capitulation, 
and,  advancing  to  fupplicate  the  incenfed 
monarch,  threw  himfelf  at  his  feet,  and  inter- 
ceded for  the  town.  The  tzar,  fpurning  at 
him  with  his  foot  *,  and  firiking  him  in  the 

face, 

*  Hcnning,  *<iibor  of  the  Livonian  Chronicle,  relates  this 
franfa^ion  tiiore  to  the  honour  of  Ivan.  He  is  thus  quoted  by 
iht   authors  of  the   yniyerlal   Hiftoiy,   vol.  XXXV.  p.  242. 

V  The  izar  lai^  fiege  to  thi;  place,  till,  at  the  earned  requeft  ot' 
**  the  citizens,  Magnus,  with  qnly  a  few  attendants,  went  into 
*"*  the  tzar's  camp,  and,  falling  on  his  knees,  begged  pardon  for 

V  himfelf  and  the  city.  Btiilowits  no  ibpner  faw  tbe  kiogof 
'*  Livonia  thus  proftrate  before  hitii,  than  be  difuioonted  from 
**  bis  horfe,  and  delired  bira  to  rife,  returned  him  his  fword, 
**  and,  after  reproaching  bi^  vf'n\^  kbe  ^ngra^tude  of  his  late 
**  cond|i£t,  (rcely  pardoned  him  a^d  ^hc  city,  and  a^red  t|ieiii 
♦*  of  his  protedion.  At  this  in(tant  a  canrion  bail  from  the  caftic 
•*  nfirrowly  miiTed  killing  the  izar  ;  which  fo  incenf^  hinn,  that 
**  he  mounted  his  horfe  aind  rode  away  dire^l)%  fi^earing  by  St. 
*'  Nicholas  that  for  this  frefli  inftance  of  perfidy,  every  perfon 
'.*  in  Weadon  iliould  fuier  death.  Magnus  was'tken  put  under 
•'  an  arreft  in  a  farm>houfe,  and  obliged  to  iign.  aij  pbligation, 
*•  by  which  he  engaged  ro  pay  the  tzar  40,090  Hungarian  flo- 

V  fius/by  the  neitt  Chriftmas,  as  a  faiisfadtion  for  the  money 

V  takco 


C.VI.        MOSCOW.  429 

face,  loaded  him  with  reproaches  for  his  in- 
gratitude^  and  ordered  him  to  prifon;  then 
entering  the  town,  his  troops  committed  every 
fpecies  of  horror  and  devaftation.  Many  of 
the  ptiilcipal  inhabitants,  retiring  into  the 
citadel,  determined  to  defend  it  to  the  lafl  ex- 
tremity ;  but  foon  perceiving  all  refinance  to 
be  fruitlefs,  and  expediog  no  quarter,  they 
calmly  afSs:mbled,  received  the  facrament,  and 
then  deftroyed  themfelves  by  blowing  up  the 
citadel.  Thus  ended  the  kingdom  of  Livonia 
four  years  after  it  had  been  ereded  into  a  fo« 
vereignty.  Magnus,  who  thought  himfelf 
extremely  fortunate  to  obtain  his  enlargement 
upon  paying  a  confiderable  fum  of  money, 
repaired*,  with  his  confort  Maria,  to  Pilten  in 
Courland,  where  he  died  in  i$83»  in  extreme 
dillrefs  *.  After  the  death  of  her  hufband, 
Maria,  the  titular  queen  of  Livonia,  was 
enticed  into  Ruflia,  and  thrown  into  a  nun- 
nery-with  her  only  daughter  Eudokia  'f.  She 
was  never  releafed  from  her  confinement, 
and  the  time  of  her  deceafe  is  uncertain. 
The  remains,  both  of  the  queen  and  her 
daughter,  were  depofited  in  the  convent  of  the 
Holy  Trinity. 

In  the  fame  church  repofe  the  afhes  of  Boris 
Feodorovitch  Godunof,  who,  upon  the  de- 

mife 

^*  taken  from  Polnbenfki ;  and  in  cafe  of  failure  of  payment  at 
*•  that  time,  to  forfeit  double  the  fum,  and  remain  a  prifoner  at 
<•  Mofcow  till  the  whole  fhould  be  difchargcd/*  I  have  fol- 
lowed the^  principal  hiftorians  of  Sweden  and  Denmarlc,  alfo 
Heidenftein,  and  Oderborg,  who  fcem  10  have  given  the  moft 
probable  account  of  this  event. 

♦  Holberg.  V.  IL  p.  4B8. 

t  Fletcher's  State  of  Ruffia,  Chap.  V. 
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mife  of  Feodor  Ivanovitch  ia  i  $97^  was  raif- 
cd  from  a  private  Aation  to  the  thcoQC  of  Ruf- 
iia.  It  is  circumftance  extremely  &yoiirabIe 
to  a  virtuous  oondud^  thata  fbvereign  cannot 
commit  one  flagrant  oflence  without  the  im- 
putation of  many  others ;  and  that  fuppofiti- 
tious  cruelties  are  always  added  to  ^€ts  of  real 
tyranny.  This  has  been .  the  fate  of  Boris 
Godunof,  who,  having  defervedly  acquired 
the  deteftation  of  pofierity  by  the  perpetration 
of  one  crime,  has  been  unjuftly  branded  with 
infamy*  even  for  thofe  adlions  which  merit 
the  highefl  applaufe. 

Boris. Godunof  was  defcended  from  a  Tar- 
tar ancefior,  who  came  into  Ruffia  in  1329, 
and,  having  embraced  Chriflianity,  ailumed 
the  name  of  Zachary.  From  3inK)h  Godun, 
one  of  his  defcendants,  the  family  Was 
known  by.  the  furname  of  Godunof,  and  be- 
came greatly  difUnguifhed  by  the  elevation 
of  the  perfonage  who  is  now  under  confider* 
ation. 

Boris,  fon  of  Feodor  Ivanovitch,  a  noble^ 
man  of  thcRuflian  court,  was.  bom  in  1522^ 
and  in  the  20th  year  of  his  age  was  appoint- 
ed, by  Ivan  Vaffilicvitch  II.  to  attend  tlie  pcr- 
ibn  of  his  ion  prince  Ivan :  being  fucceillvely 
promoted  to  higher  offices,  and  obtaining  ad- 
ditional influence  by  the  marriage  of  his  flfler 
Irene  with  Feodor  Ivanovitch,  he  was,  upon 
that  monarches  fucceflion  to  the  throne,  creat- 
ed privy  counfcllor,  mafter  of  the  horle,  and 
invcfted  with  the  fole  diredtion  of  affairs. 
His  authority  was  fo  abfblute,  that  his  reign 
may  be  dated  from  the  acceffion  of  Feodor ; 

he 
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he  wanted  only  the  title  of  tzar,  and  all 
the  adis  of  government  muii  be  attributed  to 
hinr. 

Upon  the  death  of  Feodor  without  iffue, 
the  election  fell  unanimouily  upon  Borid 
Godunof,  who  owed  his  elevation  to  the 
high  opinion  which  all  parties  entertained  of 
his  eapacity.and  wifdom^  to  the  influence  of 
his  iifter  Irene,  and  to  the  artful  manner 
with  which  he  affeded  to  decline,  while  he 
was  moA  ambitious  to  poflefs,  the  crown. 
He  deferved  his  elevation  by  his  confummate 
abilities  and  popular  manners  ;  and,  for 
his  political  and  civil  deportrbent,  he  is 
juflly  ranked  among  the  greateft  fiatefmen  of 
his  age. 

Happy  would  it  have  been  for  himfelf  and 
his  cotintry,  if  he  had  united  moderation  and 
humanity  to  thefe  fplendid  qualities.  His 
perfecution  of  feveral  noble  families,  who 
flood  in  the  way  of  his  ambitious  defigns,  and 
fiill  more  the  affaflination  *  of  Demetrius, 
brands  his  charader  with  indelible  infamy. 
But  while  we  allow  and  deteft  in  this  inflance 
the  full  extent  of  his  guilt,  let  not  our  horror 
at  this  tranfadion  lead  us  to  mifreprefeiit  his 
mott  laudable  anions.  Let  us  not  aifert  with 
his  enemies,  that  in  order  to  turn  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  from  the  catafirophe  of  the 
prince,  and  to  ingratiate  himfelf  in  their  fa- 
vour by  an  a£l  of  public  munificence,  he  pur- 

pofely 

♦  Tt  Is  not  here  the  place  to  inquire  whether  Deinetilus  was 
really  aiTaillnated,  or  whether  he  efcaped^  for  the  crime  cf  Boris 
was  the  fame,  whether  his  orders  were  carried  into  execution, 
or  illuded.     See  the  next  chapter. 
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pofely  fet  fire  to  fevcral  parts  of  Mofcow, 
that  he  might  rebuild  them  at  his  own  ex- 
pence.  Nor  let  us,  no  lefs  abfurdly,  accufc 
him  of  privately  inviting  the  khan  of  the 
Tartars  to  invade  Ruffia,  that  he  might 
occupy  the  public  with  a  fweign  war,  and 
acquire  frefti  glory  by  repelling  the  enemy. 

>  We  may  add  to  the  lift  of  his  fuppofititious 
crimes,  that  he  poifoned  Fcodor-f,  for  the 
tzar  had  long  laboured  under  a  declining  ftate 
of  health  % ;  and,  the  year  before  his  death, 
had  requefied  a  phyiician  from  England  §. 
Even  his  paternal  attention'  and  unbounded 
generofity  towards  his  fubjeds  during  a  fa* 
mine,  which,  foon  after  his  elevation  to  the 
throne,  defolated  Mofcow,  has  been  turned 
againft  him  ;  for  prejudice  has  not  been  want^ 
ing  to  infinuate,  that,  from  an  abfurd  deli- 
cacy, he  would  not  permit  foreigners  to  fup- 
ply  the  Ruffians  in  iJieir  extreme  diftrefs  with 
com ;  and  that  he  joined  feveral  banditti  in 
plundering  the  houies  of  the  rich*;  calum- 
nies which  have  been  ably  and  imanfwer^ 

ably 

f  I  am  at  a  1o($  to  know  where  tbe  compiler  of  the  ankle  of 
Ruflia,  in  the  Univerfal  Hiftory,  obtained  the  following  anec- 
dote. '*  Theodore  died,  after  a  reign  of  twelve  years,  not 
**  without  fufpkion  of  having  been  poifoned  by  bis  brother-io* 
•*  law.  The  czarina  feemed  fo  fenfible  of  this,  that  flie  ftrong- 
**  ly  reproached  her  brother,  Boris  Godunof,  with  the  murder 
**  of  her  htiiband,  and  would  never  fpeak  to  him  afterwards." 
Vol.  XXXV.  p.  273.  For  all  authentic  hiftorians  agree^  that 
his  elevation  to  the  throne  was  finally  owing  to  the  pofitlve  re- 
commendation of  his  fifter  the  tzarina^  whofe  in terceflion  over- 
came his  affected  refufal  of  the  crown. 

t  Fletcher  fays  of  Feodor,  that  he  was  inclining  to  a  dropfy. 

§  As  appears  from  a  letter  in  the  Ruflran  archives. 

•  This  report,  Mr,  Muller  conjedtures,  arofe  from  his  compel- 
ling the  biiliops  and  nobles,  who  hadafuperfluity  of  corn,  to  dif- 
pofe  of  it  to  the  poor  at  an  under  price.     S.  R.  G.  V. 


re 
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ably  refuted  by  Muller.  Bit  the  higheft 
:Q)lendour  of  abilities,  and  even  the  riioll  up- 
right ufe  of  power,  will  iiot  compenfate  for 
the  ill  iteans  of  acquiring  it  5  and  the  time  ar- 
rived, when  Boris  paid  the  price  fo^r  the  a^f- 
fination  of  Demetrius.  The  death  and  cha- 
rader  of  Boris  Godunof  are  thus  deliineated  by 
an  impartial  hiftorian  ♦. 

The  party  of  the  pretended  Demetrius  in- 

creafed  daily,  and  the  Ruffians  flocked  to 
^^  him  frohi  all  quarters.  This  circuiiiftaftcd, 
^^  joined  to  the  inadivity  of  the  Ruffian  army, 
[  **  had  fuch  an  effedt  upon  Boris,  that,  driven 
*^  to  defpair,  hfe  fwaliowed  poif6h'f.  The 
*^  a<x:6unts  are  falfe,  which  attributed  his 
^  death  td  a  pbifon  given  to  him  by  one  Peter 
*"^  Bofmano^f ;  or  which  relate  that  while  he 
^  wars  giving  audience  to  fome  foreign  efiibiaf- 
"  fadors,  he  was  feized  with  d  violent  colic, 
**  and  fodh  afEerwar<is  the  blood  gulhfed  from 

his  mouth,  nofe^  and  ears.     He  felt  the  firft 

effeds  of  th^  pbifon  at  dinner,  and  thfe 
^^  fyinpltoms   were  fo  violent,  thiat  he  hid 

fcarcely  time  to  enter  into  the  monaftic  or-^ 
^*  der  before  he  expired,  According  to  the 
^*  Ruffian  cuftom,  he  changed  his  name  from 

Boris  to  Bogolep.   His  deceafe  happened  on 

the  1 3th  of  April,  or  the  24th,  according  to 

the  new  ftyle,  1605,  after  a  reign  of  eight 

years  and  two  months. 

^*  It  muft  be  allowed  that  his  death  was  a 
**  great  lofs  to  Ruffia ;  for  if  we  except;  the 
**  unjuftifiable  means  bv  which  he  raifed  him- 

VoL.  I.  Ff  «  felf 

♦  MuHer,  Ibid.  p.  247. 

f  Captain  Margarei  fajrs,  that  he  died  of  an  apoplexj.     Etat. 
de  la  Ruiiie,  p.  118. 
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^  felf  to  the  throne,   and  the  craelty  with 

^^  which  he  perfecuted  feveral  illnffarioos  fa- 

^^  milies,  particularly  the  houie  <^  Romanof, 

^^  he  muft  be  efteemed  an  excellent  (bvereign. 

Ambition  and  revenge  were  his  principal 

vices;    on  the  contrary,  his  penetration 

and  fagacity,  his  affability  and  mnnificence, 

his  political  knowled^,  his  diligence  in  the 

^'  adminifh^tion  of  affairs,   his  affidnity  in 

^  introducing  into  Ruflia  the  improvements 

^^  of  foreign  nations,  in  a  word,  his  unwearied 

^^  attention  to  promote  the  advantage  of  his 

country,  and  the  welfare  of  his  fubjeds, 

were  confpicuous  parts  of  his  charafter. 

We  are  apt  to  overlook  the  vices  of  a  fove- 

*'  reign  in  coniideration  of  his  princely  vir- 

^  tues,  and  in  this  reiped  Boris  is  entided  to 

^  our  efteem.     When  we  add  to  theie  confi- 

^  derations  the  long  chain  of  calamities  which 

^  fucceeded  his  death,  his  lo(s  could  not  but 

^  be  fenfibly  felt."     His  remains  were  at  firfi 

clepofited  in  the  Imperial  fepukhre  at  Mofcow; 

but  were  afterwards  removed  to  the  ooavent 

of  the  Holy  Trinity  *. 

•  For  the  biftoiy  of  Boris  Godanof,  kt  Mslkr.  S.  R.  G.  toL 
V.  |l.  27  to  2^$. 
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CHAR       VIL 


Inquiry  into  tht  bijiory  and  adnxentures  of  tbt 
tzar  nvbo  reigned  under  the  name  of  Peiiic- 
trius.— fl/V  reception  in  ¥o\^nA.'^---Invafion  of 
^xifRz.'-^Acknowledged  as  the  fon  of  Ivan 
VaffiHcvitch  II. — Seats  himfelf  upon  the 
tbrone.^^His  cbaraSier. — Confpiracy  againfi 
him. — Is  ajffqfiinated. — Various  opinions  con^ 
teming  him. — Called  an  impofior  by  tbe  Ruf- 
fian bifiorians. — By  Petreius.'—'Te/iimony  of 
Margaret  in  bis  Javour. — Grounds  for  fup^ 
pofing  bim  to  be  tbe  real  Demetrius. 

A  M  O  N  G  the  tombs  in  the  cathedral  of  - 
St.  Michael  I  had  occafion  to  mention  that 
of  a  child,  called   by  the  Ruffians  Dmitri,  ~ 
or.  Demetrius,   whofe  intricate  and^  contro- 
verted hifiory  was  referved  for  a  feparate  nar-> 
rative. 

Ivan  ♦  Vaffilievitch  11.  left  two  fons ;  Feo- 
dor,  who  fucceeded  to  the  throne ;  and  De^- 

Ff  2  metrius, 

*  I  had  entirelj  finiihed  this  chtptfer  hthrt  the  publicatioa 
of  L'Evefqoe's  Hiftoirede  Ruflie.  T h^t  ingenious  author  has, 
in  his  account  of  the  perfon  who  ftyled  himfelf  Demetrius,  ad- 
vanced many  plaufibie  arguments  to  ihow,  «hat  he  wasprobabi/ 
not  an  impoftor  ;  and  though  they  appear  to  vat  unan(werab)e» 
and  it  is  eaf^  to  perceive  that  he  entirely  leans  to  that  opinion^ 
yet  he  candidly  concludes  with  aflerting,  **  Plufieurs  objediona 
**  que  j'ai  hazard^es  contre  I'impofture  d'Otrdpief  nne  paraiiTent 
"  d'une  grandc  fcrcef  je  n'oferai  cependant  decider  la  queftion.** 

See 
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metritis^  -an  infant,  who  was  educated  at 
Uglitz  under  the  care  of  his  mother  the 
tzarina  Maria  Feodorofna,  and  in  the  eighth 
year  of  his  age  was  faid  to  have  been  ailafii- 
nated  by  order  of  Boris  Godunof  *.  The  real 
circumftances  of  this  aifaffination,  being  pur- 
pofely  withheld  from  the  public,  are  vari- 
pufly  related  j  and  the  following  particulars 
can  alone  be  unqueflionably  depended  upon. 
A  body,  fuppofed  to  be  that  of  the  young 
prince,  was  found  weltering  in  its  blood ; 
certain  perfohs,  confidered  as  the  aiTafliiiSj 
were  inftantaneoufly  put  to  death  by  the  in- 
habitants 

Sec  Hif.  dc  Ruff.  V.  III.  p.  226  to  236.  It  may  ferve,  perbaps, 
as  an  additiofta)  proof  in  favour  of  Demetrius,  tbat  two  foreign- 
ers, .wbo  liad  viftied  Ruffia,  both  UDbiafled  bj  an'j  national  pre- 
judices, and  witbout  the  leaft  communication  witb  each  otber, 
ftiould  hold  nearlj  the  fame  opinion  upon  fo  intricate  a  fubjeft. 
I  have  inferted  into  the  notes  a  few  of  bis  remarks^  which  feem- 
'ed  to  me  the  moft  important.  I  ani  alfo  toforoard,  that  the  learn- 
ed profeffor  Schloetzer  of  Gottingen  has  ftrongly  fupported  this 
4ide  of  the  queftion,  in  his  Nordifche  Gefchichle. 

*  Muller  relates  from  a  Ruffian  manuicripc,  tbftt  twelve  per- 
fons  were  piivy  to  the  murder^  among^.  whoQi  ^ere  the 
prince's  nurfe  and  her  fon,  who  perpetrated  the  deed  ;  that  it 
was  committed  at  mi'd-day  in  the  court-yard  Af  tbepahce,  and 
that  a  bell-ringer,  who  was  upon  the  top  of  an  zdjoiQiqg  cttb&- 
dral,  faw  the  who^e  tranfadtion.  PeK^ip^  afierts,  that  the  prince 
'Was  murdered  during  the  confuHon  of  a  fire,  purpofely  occafiOQ- 
x4  by  one  of  t^e  aCfiSo^  Margar.et  aod  Ocevenbuck  fay  tbac 
the  affailin  was  fon  of  the  tzarina  MariaS  fecretary  ;  and  it  is 
generally  affirmed,  that  it  happened  at  midnight.-^The  Ruffian 
authors  naturallv  prefer  the  iirft  account  becaufe  it  was  more 
<difficnlt  at  mid*^ay  to  fubftitute  a  child.  We  need  not  be  fur- 
prized  at  thefe  contradictory  opinions,  when  we  confider,  as 
L'Evefque  has  juftly  expreffed  himfelf,  •*  que  Bc^is  fiipprima 
'*  tous  les  derails  de  cet  horrible  affaire  j  qu'il  trpmpa  le  tzar  et 
.**  le  public.  Le  public  fut  done  alors  nial  inftruit  dcs  circon- 
**  dances  de  cet  6v6nen)enr,  et  le  temps' n*a  pu  y  ajouter  que  dc 
**  nouvelies  obfcurit(6s.v  D*aiHenrs,  comme  le  dit  Margaret,  on 
***  obfervait  en  Rufiie'un  fecret  (1  pro  fond  fur  toutes  les  affaires, 
**qu*il  etait  fort  diBiciie  d'apprendre  la  v6rit6  dece  qu*on  n'avait 
'*♦  pas  vu  de  {es  yeux,"    V.  III.  p.  tzS. 
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habitants  ofj  Uglitz.  When  the  account  of 
the  cataftrophe  was  tranfmitted  to  Mofcow^ 
Boris.  Godunof,  having  firft  fpread  a  report 
that  Demetrius  had,  in  a  violent  fit  of  frenzy; 
put  a  period  to  his  own  life,  difpatched  his 
creatures  Vaffili  Shuiiki  and  Cletchnin  to 
make  inquiries  into  the  circumfladces  of  the 
prince's  death,  Thefe  perfons,  having  exa-^' 
mined  the  body  of  the  deceafed,  declared  ii 
to  be  fhat  of  Demetrius,  and  confirmed  the 
former  report  which  had  been  circulated  by. 
Boris  Godunof.  Maria  Ffeodorofna,  accufed 
of  grofs  inattention  to  her  fon's  fecurity,  was 
compelled  to  affume  the  veil,  and  confined  in 
a  convent ;  many  inhabitants  of  Uglitz,  who 
fpoke  freely  Upon  the  murder,  were  capitally 
puniihed,  forne  were  imprifoned,  and  others 
were  banifhed. 

Boris  Godunof  managed  this  horrid  tranf* 
a£tion  with  fuch  art  and  fecrecy,  that  fcarcely 
any  fufpicions  were  entertained  againft  him, 
until  thirteen  years  afterwards  a  perfon  made 
his  appearance  who  declared  himfelf  to  be 
Dfemetrius;  he  gave  out  that  his  mother,  fuf-- 
picious  of  the  attempts  againfl  her  fon's  life^ 
had  taken  the  precaution  to  remove  him  from 
Uglitz,  and  to  fubftitute  another  child,  who 
was  ailafiinated  in  his  place ;  and  that,  being 
educated  in  a  Convent,  and  concealed  from 
the  knowledge  of  his  perfecutors,  he  hadef- 
caped  from  Ruflia  into  Poland.  Being  there 
admitted  into  the  fervice  of  Wiefnovitfki,  a 
Pole  of  great  diftindtion,  hfe  difcovered  him- 
felf to  that  nobleman ;  who,  convinced,  or 
pretending  to  be  fo,  that  he  was  the  foaof 

Ivan 
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Ivan  Vaflilieyitch  II.  warmly  efpotifed  his 
gaufe.  Boris  Godunof,  having  received  in- 
teUigence  of  this  unexpeded  claimant  of  his 
throne,  diffeminated  a  report,  that  the  impof- 
tor  who  aflumed  the  name  of  Demetrius,  was 
a  monk  fiyled  Gregory  or  Griika  Otrcpief ; 
and  fpared  neither  threats  nor  bribes  te^  ob- 
tain pofleffion  of  his  pcrfon  *,  but,  when 
thefe  expedients  failed  of  fuccefs,  he  dif- 
patched  his  emiiTaries  into  Poland  to  a&ffi- 
nate  him. 

Wiefnovitlki,  alarmed  for  the  fafety  of  his 
fugitive,  recommended  him  to  the  protedlion 
of  the  fenator  George  Mnilhek  palatine  of 
Sendomir,  a  nobleman  of  the  largeft  eftate 
and  greatefi  confequence  of  Poland.  Deme- 
trius (if  I  may  be  allowed  to  call  him  by  that 
name)  being  acknowledged  by  him  as  the 
rightful  heir  of  the  Ruffian  throne,  foon  af- 
terwards betrothed  himfelf  in  marriage  to  the 
palatine's  daughter  Maria ;  and,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1603,  was  introduced  to 
Sigifmond  III.  king  of  Poland.  Being  admit- 
ted to  a  public  audience'  before  the  diet,  he 
excited  the  compaffion  of  that  affembly  by  the 
afieding  manner  in  which  he  related  his  ex- 
traordinary adventures  ;  and  though  Sigif- 
mond and  the  diet  regretted  that  the  fituation 
of  their  country  prevented  them  from  openly 
Seconding  his  pretenfions,  yet  they  teftified 
the  moft  cordial  attachment  to  his  intcrefts, 
and  laid  rio  prohibition  on  thofe  nobles  who 
inight  be  difpofed  to  engage  in  his  fupport. 
By  the  affiilance  of  his  two  patrons,  Wiefno- 
yitfki  and :  the  palatini  of  Sendomir,  Deme- 
"**'•'..  trius 
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trius  entered  Ruflia  in  the  month  of  Augyft, 
1604,  at  the  head  of  about  4000  Pojes,  and 
being  foon  joined  by  ma/iy  Ruffians,  particu-* 
larly  by  the  Coffacs  of  the  Don,  advanced  almofl 
without  oppofition  to  Novogorod  Severlkoi, 
routed  in  December  an  army  of 40,000  men; 
but  was  himfelf  not  long  afterwards  defeated, 
with  great  flaughter,  by  prince  Vaffili  Shuifki 
general  of  Boris  Godunof  Eight  thoufandof  his 
followers  were  either  killed  6r  taken  prifoners ; 
all  his  artillery  and  colours  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy  ;  his  horfc  was  wounded  under 
him,  and  he  himfelf  efcaped  with  difficulty. 

This  overthrow  occafioned  the  almoft  total 
defcdion  of  thfe  Polifli  troops;  atid  Demetrius 
himfelf  was  fo  difmayed  with  his  lofs,  that  hp 
would  have  retreated  precipitately  into  Po- 
land, if  he  had  not  been  diffuaded  by  the  im- 
portunities of  his  Ruffian  adherents,  many  of 
whom  believed  him  to  be  the  true  Demetrius, 
and  all  dreaded  the  vengeance  of  Boris  Go^ 
dunof.  Overcome  by  their  fuggeftions,  he 
continued  his  march,  and,  notwithftanding  his 
late  difcomfiture,  foon  faw  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  a  numerous  army  of  Ruffians,  who  flocked 
to  his  flandard  from  aU  quarters.  Not  only 
th^  p)opulace,  ever  prone  to  credulity,  but  even, 
men  of  the  higheft  birth  and  quality,  gave 
credit  to  his  pretenfions :  his  caufe  was  fup- 
ported  not  only  by  the  diftant  provinces,  but 
the  people  rofe  even  at  Mofcow,  and  publicly 
proclaimed  in  the  flreets  that  Demetrius  had 
had  efcaped  from  his  aflaffins,,  and  claimed  al- 
legiance as  their  rightful  fovereign.  This  in- 
furre4^ion  was  indeed  iminediately  quelled  ^ 

but 
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but  an  almoil  uoiverfal  belief  fpre^d  iticlf 
through  all  ranks,  that  the  pretender  to  the 
throne  was  the  rpal  fon  of  Ivan  VaffiHevitch 
II.  although  Boris  Godunof  inflided  the  ie- 
vereft  punifhment  upon  his  adherents,  though 
the  patriarch  publiflied  a  ban  of  excommuni- 
cation agamfl  him  and  his  party,  and  though 
Vaifili  ohuilki  openly  affirmed  that  he  had 
himfelf  examined  the  body  of  the  deceafed 
prince  at  Uglitz, 

The  fudden  death  of  Boris  Godunof,  which 
happened  in  the  month  of  April,  i6o^,  ha^en^ 
ed  the  fuccefs  of  Demetrius.  Feodor  Borifo- 
vitch  was  fcarcely  declared  fucceffor  to  his  fa-, 
ther  by  the  patriarch  and  nobles  who  wer? 
prefent  at  Mofcow,  before  he  was  deferted 
by  the  principal  generals  of  the  Ruffian  army, 
and  by  many  perfons  of  diftin<Sion.  His 
faroops  at  this  inaufpicious  jundure  were  fud-. 
denly  attacked  and  defeated,  and  thofe  who. 
efcappd  were  pei:fuaded  to  fwear  fealty  to  De- 
metrius, who,  ftrengthened  by  this  acceffion, 
advanced  by  hafty  marches  towards  the  capi-. 
tal  without  the  leaft  oppolition  :  the  highways 
were  lined  wnth  people ;  the  towns  opened 
their  gates  with  every  demonftration  of  joy, 
while  Demetrius  fupported  the  prepoffeffion 
of  the  Ruffians  in  favour  of  his  birth  by  the 
affability  of  his  demeanour,  and  the  graceful^ 
nefs  of  his  perfon.  Having  published  a  mani- 
fejftp,  in  which  he  held  out  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Mofcow  offers  of  clemency  and  favour  on 
their  return  to  their  duty,  they  rofe  in  arms, 
ftormed  the  palace,  depofed  and  firangled 
Feodor  Borifovitch,  aixi  recognized  his  title. 

On 
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On  the  30th  of  June  the  new  tzar  entered 
Mofcow  in  triumph,  and  took  poffeflion  of  the 
throne  with  nnivcrfal  approbation.  His  pre- 
tentions to  the  crown,  as  real  fon  of  Ivan  Vaf^ 
iilievitch  IL  were  ftill  further  confirmed  by  the 
public  teftimony  of  Maria  Feodorofna,  whom 
ISorigGodunofhadimprifonedinadiftant  mona^ 
fiery,  and  whom  Demetrius,  at  his  acceffion,  in-r 
ftantly  releafed  from  her  confinement.  Upon  her 
approach  to  Mofcow,  on  the  8  th  of  July,  Deme- 
trius rode  to  meet  her  at  the  head  of  a  numerous 
proceffion ;  and  at  the  firft  appearance  erf"  her 
carriage,  he  alighted  from  his  horfe,  and  ran. 
to  embrace  her.  The  tendernefs  and  afFee-^ 
tion  which  both  parties  difplayed  on  this  in- 
terefting  occafion  drew  tears  from  the  fpeda- 
tors;  and  the  ftrong.  expreflions  of  tranfport 
with  which  the  t^^arina  openly  acknowledged 
him  for  her  fon,  feemed  to  afford  a  pofitivot 
confirmation, of  the  reality  of  has  imperial  line- 
age. Soon  after  this  interview  he  was  crown- 
ed; with  the  ufual  pomp  and  magnificence,,  and 
feemed  now  firmly  feated  upon  the  throne  ;  in 
the  pofieflion  of  which  he  would  have  main-* 
tained  himfelf,  whether  he  were  the  real  De- 
metrius or  an  impoftor,  by  a  proper  confor-^ 
mity  to  the  manners  of  his  fubjeds,,  and  by  3L 
prudent  deference  to  their  civil  a«d  religious 
eilablifhment.  But  his  avowed  contempt  of 
the  Ruflian  cuftoms,  and,  above  all,  his  public 
negledl  of  their  religious  ceremonies,  foon 
alienated  the  affedlions  of  his  fubjeds,  and  pre- 
cipitated him  from  the  throne  as  rapidly  as  he 
had  afcended  it. 

Margaret,  who  had  freqijent  accefs  to  the 
perfbn  of  Demetrius,  has  fketch^d  his  por^ 

trait 
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trait  in  the  following  (hort,  but  lively  manner. 
^*  He  had  no  beard,  was  of  a  middle  fiature, 
^  and  of  dark  complexion,  his  limbs  were 
^'  ftrong  and  nervous,  and  he  had  a  wart  un^ 
der  bis  right  eye.  He  was  a£iive,  fpirited, 
and  merciful,  foon  offended,  and  as  foon  ap^ 
peafed^  liberal,  ambitious,  and  defirous  of 
*^  making  himffelf  known  to  pofterity;  in  a 
word,  he  was  a  prince  who  loved  honour, 
and  recommended  it  by  his  own  example*/' 
If  we  (hould  allow  that  Margaret  has  conceals 
ed  many  of  his  defers,  and  has  placed  his  vir-r 
tues  in  the  moft  advantageous  light,  yet  the 
acrimony  atid  injufiiqe  which  appear  in  many 
parts  of  the  following  extrajSls  from  his  cha- 
rader,  as  drawn  even  by  Mr.  Muller  the  moft 
pandid  of  his  opponents,  will  prevent  every 
impartial  pcrfon  from  giving  implicit  credit  to 
the  rcprefentations  of  his  enemies. 

'^  The  falfe  ^f  Demetrius  was  of  a  middle 
^^  fi25e,  dar^c  complexion,  and  had  one  of  his 
^^  arms  ihorter  than  the  other.  He  would 
"  have  been  efteemed  not  deficient  in  wifdom 
5^  if  be  had  not  been  fo  precipitate  in  his  con-r 
^^  dudl,  and  if  he  had  conformed  his  behavi^ 
our  to  the  di^ofition  and  temper  of  his 
fubje6ls.  In  Poland  he  applied  himfelf  to 
the  ftudy  of  languages,  arts,  and  fciences ; 
ff  he   converfed  in  Latin  t  and  Poli/h  with 

*t  fluency  J 

*  Margaret,  p.  14?, 

t  S.  R.  Cr.  vol.  V.  30Z,  &c. 

X  His  vnc^^rftaoding  Latin  bas  \e.^n  i^^ged  ag^inft  bkn  as  a 
proof  that  he  was  educated  by  tJie  Jefuits.  "  Margaret,  however, 
pofinveiy  aflerts,  that  he  was  not  in  the  leaiS^  acquainted  with 
that  language.  II  eft  trds  certain  qu*il  ne  parJjDJt  nullemen; 
latin,  j*en  puis  temoigner,  moijis  le  icavoit  11  lire  et  ecxir6. 
Ibid.  p.  163.  * 
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fluency  5  he  was  well  acquainted  with  hif- 

tory,  and  particularly  with  that  of  Ruffiaj 
'  **  and  the  neighbouring  kingdoms  ;  he  was 
•*  well  verfed  in  mufic,  and  pofleffed  other 
•*  liberal  accompUfhments.  On  account  of 
**  his  addrefs  and  good  fortune  in  obtaining 
**  the  crown,  he  was  efteemed  a  magician. 
"  Warlike  exercife  and  hunting  were  his  prin-? 
*^  cipal  amufements.  He  had  fome  know* 
*'  ledge  of  engineering  and  artillery,  was  fond 
*^  of  calling  cannon ;  and  (hot  with  fuch  fkill 
**  and  addrefs  as  to  furprize  the  moft  dextrous 
**  markfmen.  He  was  anxious  to  improve 
^*  the  difcipline  of  his  army,  for  which  purpdfc 
**  he  would  often  review  his  troops,  inftrudl 
^*  them  in  different  manoeuvres,  ftorm  ramr 
"  parts  and  fortifications-,  and  as  he  was  always 
"  foremoft,  and  the  moft  eager  among  the  afl- 
^^  failants,  he  frequently  was  rudely  handled  in 
**  the  fray. 

"  Defirous  to  be  efteemed  a  patron  of  juf-^ 
^*  tice,  he  put  to  death  feveral  judges  who  had 
"  been  convidied  of  iniquitous  pradices.  But 
*^  was  not  this  mode  of  proceeding  rather  a 
f^  proof  of  his  inclination  to  cruelty?  and 
^'  might  it  not  arife  from  a  defire  of  ftriking 
f*  terror  into  his  fubjeds  *  ? 

"  He  has  been  praifed  for  his  munificence, 
*^  but  it  was  both  extravagant  and  ill-placed;  he 
"  heaped  bounties  upon  Polifh  muficians  and 
f^  other  minions,  and  drained  tfie  treafury  by 

/  "  the 

*  A  fuppoiition  which  ihows  a  ftrong  difpoiition  in  the  op- 
po^xe  party  to  mifreprefent  the  moti  favourable  part$  of  his 

ioadua, 

•4   i    w.i 
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"  the  moft  enormous  expences'f'.  Like  all 
volnptuaries  he  was  fickle  and  impetuous. 
All  his  adions  proved  an  extraordinary 
pronenefs  to  prefer  his  own  precipitate  refo- 
"  lutions  to  the  moft  prudent  advice,  and  to 
**  adopt  the  raiheft  meafures.  .  His  fudden 
^*  elevation  rendered  him  infolent:  he  was 
*^  fo  ambitious,  that  even  the  Ruffian  empire 
"  appeared  too  fmall  to  fatisfy  his  luft  of  do- 
"  minion ;  and  he  extended  his  views  to  the 
redudion  of  Turkey  and  Tartary.  His 
ebriety  and  incontinence  were  his  moft  no- 
^^  torious  vices,  which  frequently  expofed  him 
in  the  eyes  of  the  public.  ,  Befide  the 
princefs  Irene,  the  daughter  of  Boris  Godu- 
^^  nof,  all  who,  pleafed  him  were  facrificed  to 
his  deiire^,  without  the  leaft  regard  to  rank 

•*  Upon 

f  The  accounts  of  his  exrravagancc  were  grofsly  exaegerat- 
•i.  Hr  i^  faid  to  hare  givcir  orders  for  a^ibroneof  maify  filver, 
Supported  with  fix  lions  of  the  fame  coftly  mateiialsiand  for. a 
footftooj  of  pure  gold,  for  the  ceremony  of  his  cororiation  :  the 
latter  ^as.  ftudded  with  600.  diamonds,  600  rubies,  600.  fappiirs, 
600  emeralds,  6oQTurki(h  ftones,  all  of  a  Urge.  fize,..  l^ut  fonse 
of  the  latter  were  as  big  as  half  a  pigeon*s  egg.  It  rou{£  be  re- 
Si^rked,  that  th^s  fhofft6ol  was  alreatiy  in  the  tEcaftfry  when  De- 
metrius afcended  the  throne  •  and  had  been  prefented  from  the 
Sophy  of  Perfia  to  Ivan  Vaflilievitch  II.  S.  R.  G.  vol.  V.  p.  33  j, 
^^any  limihr  ornaments  employed  at  his  coronation'  had  been 
l^frd  by  the  foi;jaer  fovereignsi^  who  were  crowned  wuhLA^^.^ic 
l^agnrfkence. 

J  Thefe  parts  of  his  condu^were  alfo  greatly  oiifreprefeated. 
V^vefqire  afi^rts,  with  great  appearance  of  probahility^  thac 
t-befe  reports  of  his  incontinence  were  not  founded-  in  ti^utb, 
and  particularly  denies  that  the  princefs  Irene  was  facrificed  ta 
fiisdeftres.  ^*  On  a  ec^ft,  qu'elle  avoit  ^16  referyee  poui;  fe^vir 
^'  aux  plaifirs  brutaux  du  bourreau  de  fa  famille  •  mais  cette  ac- 
*'  cufation^  di£t£e  par  La  hai^e,  n'ed  ni  vraifemblabie  ni  coafk- 
^'  m6e  par  I'ancienne  chronique  que  nous  fuivons,  et  qui  parait 
**  fidele.  On  peut  en  croire  que  Dmitri  fut  no  impofteur  ;  majs 
••  rien  ne  fait  foupconqer,  qu'ii  fut  adonn6?^de  fales.dcbauchca." 
'V.  m.  p.  50% 
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^^  Upon  his  firft  acceflion  to  the  throne  he 
^^  was  eafy  of  accefs,  but  he  gFadiially  became 
fufpicious  of  his  fubjedls ;  he  had  a  fofeign 
guard;  he  often  refufed  audience  to  the 
^*  Ruffian  nobility,  when  he  admitted  the 
^^  Poleaf  without  relerve.  He  feemed  to  fum- 
^^  mon  the  privy-counfellors  only  for  the  pur- 
^^  pofe  of  turning  them  to  ridicule.  If  a 
**  Ruffian  lodged  a  complaint  againft  a  Pole, 
^^  he  could  never  obtain  juftice,  and  infult 
^^  was  even  added  to  injury.  Probably  this 
*^  inlblence  was  the  chief  caufe  of  his  fbbfe- 
*^  quent  misfortunes;  and  his  fall  would  at 
^*  leaA  have  been  retarded,  if  he  had  endea- . 
^  voured  to  conciliate  the  afFe^Slion  of  the 
^^  principal  nobles. 

^*  But  the  circymftance  which  principally 
contributed  to  his  lofs  of  popularity  was  the 
^^  little  reverence  which  he  profeffed  f6r  the 
^  ceremonies  of  the  Greek  church.  Upon 
**  his  firft  arrival  at  Mofcow  he  entered  the 
^*  tv^o  cathedrals  with  drums  beating  and 
trumpets  founding ;  he  paid  no  refped  to 
the  clergy ;  he  made  no  difiindion  between 
"  fails  and  feftivals ;  would  neither  bow  nor 
^*  crofs  himfelf  before  the  facred  paintings; 
he  profaned  the  churches  by  admitting 
foreigners  at  the  time  of  divine  fervice,  and 
ftill  more  by  the  number  pf  dogs  which  fol** 
^^  lowed  him  upon  the  fame  occafion. 

"  He  was  not  only  fo  much  attached  to 
*V  to  the  Polifh  cuftoms  and  drefs  as  to  prefer 
"  them  upon  ail  occalions;  but  he  even  ridi- 
"  culed  the  Ruffian  manners,  and  in  every 
"  inftance  deviated  from ,  the  examples  of  the 

^^  tzars' 
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*^  tzars  his  predcceflbrs.  Inftead  of  fliowing 
^^  himfelf  to  the  people  feldom^  and  only  upon 
"  extraordinary  oceafions  with  a  large  retinne, 
"  he  was  accuftomed  to  traverfe  the  ftreets 
"  without  any  fuite  but  a  few  iervants ;  he 
commonly  fode,  and,  as  he  was  an  excel- 
lent horfeman,  he  was  generally  mounted 
upon  the  moft  fiery  fteeds  -,  he  hunted  fre-^ 
quently ;  he  had  mufic  at  his  repaiis ;  he 
never  flept  at  mid-day ;  he  never  bathed. 
Thefe  trifling  circuraftances  were  at  that 
time  regarded  in  fb  ferious  a  light,  that  the 


cc 
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*^  omifiion  of  them  rendered  him  the  objed 
"  of  general  hatred;  and  it  was  commonly 
*^  reported,  that  the  pcrfon  who  could  ihow 
•^  fuch  a  diflafle  for  the  cuftoms  of  his  coun«^ 
try  could  never  be  defcended  from  the  racd 
of  its  ancient  fovereigns.  It  was  an  obvi^ 
ous  inference,  to  confider  the  defpifer  of  his 
fubjeds  as  their  enemy.  Under  fuch  cir- 
*^  cumflances  his  deftrudlion  feemed  incvit- 
"  able  *  5  and  yet  near  a  year  elapfed  before 

"  any 

*  Mr.  MuIIer,  in  this  place  relates  an  account  of  a  match 
with  fnow  balls  between  the  Ruffian  foldiers  and  the  Poles  ^ 
when  the  latter  were  faid,  at  the  command  of  Demetrius,  to 
have  filled  their  fnow  balls  with  fand  and  ftones^  by  which  the 
Rufllans  (blaue  Augen  und  blutige  Koepfe  bekamen)  received 
manj  black  eyes  and  bloody  heads.  Such  abfurd  accufatiooi 
do  not  merit  any  ferious  refutation..  Many  other  idle  tales  arc 
alfo  gravely  related  againft  him  ;  and  indeed  every  circumflance 
of  his  condu6t  feems  to  have  been  niatevoleml/  interpreted. 
Among  the  public  diverfions  which  he  gave  in  honour  of  his 
marriage  was  a  fire  work.  In  which  a  dragon  was  reprefented 
with  three  heads  fpitting  out  flames.  Such  a  fpe^acle,  being 
uncommon  in  the  country,  affrighted  the  Ruflians;  and  it  was 
rcporred,  that  the  tzar  had  contrived  it  on  purp^fe  to  alarm  his 
ftrbjefts.  ''I'he  Poles  were  not  wanting  upon  tbisand  all  other 
occdiiioDs  in  ridiculing    the  ignorance  and  fimplicity  of  the 

Rufllansy 
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"  any  tumult  broke  out  agalnft  him.  At 
**  length  his  marriage  with  a  foreign  lady 
*^  cloied  the  fcene ;  and  it  would  have  been 
*^  a  wonder  if  he  had  continued  any  longer 
**  upon  the  throne.'* 

Having  in  Poland  betrothed  himfclf  to 
Marina,  the  daughterof  the  palatine  Mnifchek, 
he  difpatched  a  fplendid  embaiTy  into  that 
country  to  demand  her  in  marriage:  the 
efpoufals  were  performed  at  Cracow ;  and  the 
bride,  having  made  her  entry  into  Mofcow, 
accdmpanied  with  a  large  fuite  of  Poles,  was 
lodged  in  a  nunnery  until  the  folemnization 
of  the  nuptials :  during  this  interval  he  dif- 
turbed  the  devotion  of  the  holy  fifterhood  with 
repeated  feafls,  concerts,  and  balls,  whereby 
be  excited  public  horror,  as  the  facrilegious 
violator  of  religious  difcipline.  By  this  infa- 
tuated behaviour  he  inflamed  the  difafFedion 
of  his  fubjedts  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  a  regular 
confpiracy  was  concerted  againli  him.     The 

leader 

» 

Ruflians,  which  rncreafed  the  hatred  againft  them  and  the  fo- 
vereign  who  prote6!ed  them.  A  wooden  tower  was  alfo  con- 
ilru6ted  near  the  citj,  which,  upon  a  certain  daj,  was  to  be  at- 
lacked  with  a  cannonade  and  ftormed.  After  the  aifadlnatioi] of 
Demetrius,  Vafllii  Shuifti  publicly  aiferted  in  a  manifefto,  that 
It  was  the  intention  of  Demetrius  to  hate  taken  the  opportunity, 
which  the  (lorming  of  this  tower  prefented,  of  mafTacring  many 
inhabitants  of  MoTcow.  The  gates  of  the  city  were  to  be  fud- 
denlj  fhut;  the  cannon  to  be  fired  among  the  people  afTembled 
upon  the  occadon  ;  and  thofe  who  efcaped  were  to  be  hewn  in 
pieces  by  the  Coflacs  and  Strelitz.  At  the  fame  time  the  RufTian 
nobles  were  to  be  murdered  by  the  Poliffi  troops.  This  ac- 
count, fo  improbable  in  itfelf,  is  only  fupported  by  the  fuppofed 
confeOlon  of  two  Polifh  nobles,  to  whom  Demetrius  is  faid  to 
have  revealed  it  a  day  or  two  before  his  afTaflination  ;  but  we 
may  more  juftly  believe  it  to  have  been  a  calumny,  invented  b/ 
Vailili  Shuifki,  to  render  the  memory  of  his  rival  more  odicui.. 
See  S.  R.  G.  vol.  V,  34Z— 346^ 
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leader  of  this  confpiracy  was  prince  Vaflili 
Ivanovitch  ShuifkJ,  the  fame  perfon  who  had 
owed  his  life  to  the  lenity  of  Demetrius ;  and 
on  whom  this  a^fl  of  clemency  had  no  other 
efFedl  than  to  render  him  more  cautious  in  his 
fublcquent  machinations  againft  his  benefac- 
tor. Demetrius  had  frequently  received  inti- 
mations from  different  quarters  of  a  projeded 
infurredion.  The  popular  odium  betrayed 
itielf  by  the  moft  alarming  fymptoms.  Perfons 
were  heard  crying  in  the  ftreets,  *^  The  tzar  is 
**  an  heretic  worfe  than  a  Turk,  and  not  the 
•*  fon  of  Ivan  Vaflilievitch/'  But,  either 
from  natural  magnanimity  that  braved  all 
danger,  or  from  the  inconfiderate  levity  of  his 
charader,  which  would  not  attend  to  it,  he 
was  infenfible  to  all  thefe  prognoftics ;  and  by 
obftinately  perfevering  in  his  obnoxious  and 
unpopular  mode  of  condud,  feemed  almoft 
to  invite  the  deftrudion  which  awaited  him. 

The  infurredion  broke  out  early  in  the 
morning  on  the  27th  of  May,  The  confpira- 
tors  poffefled  themfelves  of  the  principal  ave- 
nues leading  to  the  city ;  the  great  bell  in  the 
Kremlin,  the  common  fignal  of  alarm,  was 
tolled ;  and  a  confufed  cry  was  fpread  among 
the  people  that  the  Poles  were  preparing  to 
maffacre  the  inhabitants.  Vaffili  Shuiiki, 
who  had  fecretly  fomented  and  inflamed  the 
public  difcontents,  led  the  way  to  the  palace, 
bearing  a  crofs  in  one  hand,  and  a  fabre  in  the 
other,  accompanied  by  a  vaft  multitude  armed 
with  the  firft  weapons  which  chance  prefented. 
\This  party,  having  overpowered  the  guards, 
burft  open  the  gates  of  the  palace,  and  rufhed 

towards 
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towards  the  apartment  of  Deitietrius.  The  lat- 
ter, awakened  by  the  tumult,  fummooed  the 
few  guards  who  were  ioimediately^  about  bis 
f)ei1km,  and  feJlying,  without  a  moment's  de- 
liberation^  againA  his  ai&ilants^  hewed  down 
feveral  of  the*  foremoii :  being  foon  overborn 
by  numbers,  be  attempted  to  retreat  into  the 
interior  part  of  the  palace  5  but,  clofely  preffed 
By  hia  purfuers,  he  precipitated  himfeif  from  a 
window  into  a  court,  and  diflocated  his  thigh 
r^ith  the  fell. 

Being  difcovered  in  this  deplorable  condi*- 
tion,  he  w^as  conveyed  back  to  the  palace,  and 
broiigjit   before  Vaffili  Shuiflki,  who  loaded 
him  with  reproaches  for  his  impofturc.     Not 
difaaayed,  however,  with  the  menaces  of  his 
enemy^  be  perfifted*  itt  maintaining  himfelf 
to  be  the  realfon  of  Ivan  Vaflilievitch  IL  and, 
as  a  proof  of  the  truth  of  his  aflfertion,  ap- 
pealed to  the  teftiiBony  of  his  mother,  w^  rcr 
£ded  in  the  neighbouring  convent  of  Viefno- 
vitikoi.     The  firau3fe£s  amd  oonfiftency  of  his 
alTeverations   made  a  confiderable  impreffioQi 
upon  many  of  the  Rulfian  foidiers,  who  pe- 
remptorily declared,  that  they  would  prote(3: 
him  from  all  injury,  unlefs  Maria  Feodorofna 
fonaaUy  renounced  him  as  her  fon.     On  this  . 
unexpeded  declaration,    Vaffili  Shuifki,  ac- 
companied with  fome  Ruffian  nobles  of  his 
party,  repaired  to  the  convent,  and  returned 

Vol.  I.  Gg  inftantly 

•  Mr.  Muller  fays,  all  ihe  RufEan  writers  declare,  that  be 
confclTed  bis  iinpofture  •  but  it  is  certain  tbathe  did  not ;  other- 
wife,  why  did  VaiTili  Shuilki  repair  to  the  convent  to  obtain  th« 
tznrina's  declaration,  when  his  own  confefiion  would  have  been 
fu!!/  fufikieni  ? 
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inftantly  with  the  following  anfwer  fit>m  that 
princefs  j  *'  That  the  real  Demetrius  was  flain 
"  at  Uglitz ;  that  the  perfon  who  at  prefenf 
^^  afTumed  his  name  was  an  impofior;  and  that 
^  fhe  had  been  conftrained  by  menaces  to  ao* 
^  knowledge  him  as  her  fon."  Upon  the  de- 
livery of  this  mefTage,  the  unhappy  m^march 
was  inflantly  facrificed  to  the  fury  of  hts  ene-* 
mies»  Neither  was  their  vengeance  appealed 
by  his  death,  but  extended  even  to  his  inani« 
mate  corpfe;  it  was  pierced  with  repeated 
wounds,  flripped  naked,  and  expofed  for  three 
days  in  the  fireets  to  the  infults  of  the  popu-^ 
lace;  it  was  then  depofited  in  the  public 
chamel-houfe,  and  afterwards*  reduced  to 
alhes^  from  a  notion  that  the  earth  would 
foe  polluted  by  the  interment  of  fo  unholy 
a  body. 

The  aflaflination  of  Demetrius  was  follow- 
ed by  a  general  tumult :  the  houfes  €i  all  the 
foreigners  were  pillaged,  and  not  only  the 
Poles,  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  people, 
but  even  many  Ruffians  who  wore  the  Polifh 
dfcfs,  w6re  mafTacred.  Though  this  flate  of 
anarchy  lafled  only  ten  hours,  yet  more  than 
two  thoufand  perfons  lofl  their  lives.     The 

'  dreadful 

*  It  feems,  by  other  accovnts,  that  the  body  was  firft  bniied 
without  the  ciiy  ;  and  that  the  multitude  flocked  in  crouds  to 
the  place.  "  The  common  people  believed  that  mufic  was 
**  heard  in  the  night,  and  that  fpe^tres  were  feen  hovering 
•<  about  the  place  where  he  was  buried.  For  thefe  reafons  the 
*'  body  was  dug  up,  and  Hiot  from  the  mouth  of  a  caanon.*' 
Schmidt  R.  G.  vol.  I.  p.  362.  The  author  of  the  Rufliac  ini- 
poftor  alfo  writes,  ••  The  people  dug  up  his  poor  carcafs  out  of 
'*  an  obfcure  grave  ;  and  after  a  repetition  of  barbarities  upon 
**  him,  they  burnt  the  body,  and  fcattered  the  aibesin  the 
*•  air.**  p.  laj. 
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dreadful  fcenc  was  finally  clofed  by  the  elec-* 
tion   of  Vaffili  Ivanovitch    Shuifki   to    the 
throne  of  Ruflla.     Man ifcftos  *  were  iminedi- 
atdiy  publiflied,  in  which  the  new  tzar  jufti- 
fied  his  condud,  and  detailed  the  hiftdfy  and 
fortunes  of  his   predeceffor,   whom  he   jmto- 
nounced  an  adventurer,  whofe  real  name  was 
Grifka.  Qtrepief.     He  afcribes  to  him  an  in- 
tention of  extirpating  the  prrncipal  Ruffian 
nobility,  and  of  introducing  the  Roman  catho- 
lic religion   into  Ruffia ;  he  accufes  him  of 
holding  a,  correfpondoice  with  the  pope  for 
that  purpofe ;  he  infinuates  that  he  had  even 
promifed  to  cede  the  provinces  of  Smolenlko 
and  Seyeria  to  the  king  of  Poland  ;  he  repre-^ 
fents  him  as  an  heretic  and  a  forcerer  j  he  dif- 
playsj  in  the  moft  odious  colours,  his  averfion 
to  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  Ruffians, 
bis  attachment  to  foreigners ;  and  expiates  with 
much  art  upon  every  part  of  his  charaiSer  which 
might  excite  the  public  hatred  and  abhorrence. 
A  few  days  afterwards  a  manifeflo  appeared 
in  the  name  of  the  tzarina  Maria  Feodorofna, 
in  which  (he  apologizes  for  having  owned  the 
impofior  for  her  fon,  and  again  acknowledgesf 
that  the  real  Demetrius  was  aflkffinated  at 
Uglitzf;  that  the  impoftor,  upon  their  firft  in- 
terview   near    Mofcow, »  firft     accofted    her 
alone  •!•,  and  threatened  her   and  hdr  family 

G  g  2  with 

*  Mr.  Mthller  found  thefe  nranifeftas  in  the  archives  of 
T/herdin.    -S.  R.  G.  347,  364,  366. 

t  Habe  ftiit  ihr  geredet  ohne  dafs  jemand  von  dtn  Boia- 
ren,  oder  andern  Lemen,  da  bey  fey  n  doenfen.  S,  R.  G.  vol. 
V.  p.  367.  Margaret,  on  the  contrary,  who  was  probably  pre- 
fent  at  this  interview,  fays  exprefsiy,  "  aprds  conferences  d'un 
**  quart  d'heur,  en  pre/ence  des  tons  hs  nohhs  et  deceux  dt  la  vilU,' 
I'C,  p.  125. 
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with  the  moft  cruel  torments,  if  ihe  lefofed  to 
recognize  him  as  her  ofispring. 

All  thefe  allegations,  however,  thus  urged 
againft  the  pretenfions  of  Demetrius,  could  not 
dSsLce.  the  prepoiTeifions  entertained  by  the 
generality  c^  the  Ruffians  in  favour  of  his 
imperial  defcent.  A  frefh  infurredion  was 
hourly  expeded ;  and  fome  tranfient  tumults 
took  place,  in  which  Vaffili  Shuiiki  narrowly 
escaped  defbu^ion.  In  this  critical  ftate  oi 
a&irs  he  had  recourfe  to  the  following  expe- 
dient, for  the  purpofc  of  appeafing  the  public 
fufpicions.  A  rumour  being  fpread,  that  the 
body  of  the  young  prince,  formerly  murdered 
at  IJglitz,  had  performed  miracfes ;  a  deputa- 
tion of  feveral  bifhops  and  nobles  was  £ent  to 
that  town  to  take  up  the  hallowed  corpfe 
from  the  fepukhre,  and  to  tranfport  it  to 
Moicow. 

"  Upon  opening  the  tomb,"  relates  Mr. 
Mullcr  from  the  Ruffian  archives,  "  an  agree- 
*'  able  odour  filled  the  whole  church :  the 
*^  body  was  uncorrupted,  and  the  very  clothes 
^^  entire  -,  one  of  his  hands  grafped  fome  nuts 
**  that  were  fprinkled  with  blood,  and  which 
"  the  young  {Mrince  had  been  eating  at  the  in- 
^^  flant  of  his  aiTaffination.  His  relics  were 
*^  carried  in  great  ftate  to  Mofcow :  ontheir 
"  approach  to  the  city  they  were  met  by 
^^  Vaffili  Shuifki,  the  widow  of  Ivan  Vaffili- 
•^"evitch  II.  and  a  ||arge  concourfe  of  people, 
"  and  depofited  with  miich  folemnity  in  the 
"  cathedral  of  St.  Michael.  During  the  pro- 
^  ccffion  many  troubled  with  various  difor- 
"  dcrs  were  miraculoufly  reftgred  to  health : 

^*  after 


C.  VIL      D  E  M  E  «r  R  I  U  S.  453 

*^  after  the  body  had  been  placed  in  the  ca- 
*^ '  thedral,  thirteen  fick  perfons  declared  them- 
*^  felves  to  have  been  .relieved  of  their  com- 
"  plaints  by  the  interpofition  of  the  faint; 
*^  and  the  fame  number  were  healed  on  the 
^  enfuing  day  */' 

Let  us  contraft  this  account  with  the  rela- 
tion of  the  oppofite  party*  "  On  the  4th  of 
"  June  a  difpute  concerning  Demetrius  arofe 
**  between  the  Strelitz  and  the  people, 
**  who  afferted  that  he  was  not  an  impoftor. 
**  The  tzar  and  the  boyars  cry  out.  The  peo- 
^^  pie  Ihall  have  ocular  convidion  that  the 
"  true  Demetrius  was  killed  at  Uglitz ;  his 
"  body  is  now  rcmevingto  Mofcow,  and  has 
**  performed  many  ftupendous  miracles.  The 
*^  boyars  procured  a  poor  man's  child,  about 
^*  thirteen  years  of  age,  cut  its  throat,  and 
*^  having  committed  it  for  a  few  days  to  the 
"  ground,  conveyed  it  to  Mofcow,  ftiowed  it 
*'  to  the  people,  and  declared  this  was  the 
*^  true  Demetrius,  whofe  body,  although  fo 
**  long  interred,  was  ftill  uncorrupted,  which 
*'  the  foolilh  multitude  believed,  and  were 
"  appeafed -f*." 

The  reader  will  judge  which  of  thefe  two 
accounts  is  moft  likely  to  be  true. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  circumftances  in 
the  adventures  of  tne  perfon,  who  feated  him- 
felf  upon  the  Ruffian  throne  under  the  pamc 
of  Demetrius.  His  hiftory  is  greatly  involved 
in  contradidion  ^nd  obfcurity :  unbiafled, 
however,  by  the  prejudices  of  either  party,  let 

us 

*  S.  R.  G.  vol.  V.  p.  371. 

f  Payern«  )n  Schmidt  RulT.  Gef.  vol.  I.  p.  364. 
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us  compare  with  candour  their  oppofite  repre- 
fentations  ;  and  endeavour  to  afcertkin,  whe- 
ther he  were  an'  impoftor,  or  the  real  fon,  6f 
Ivan  Vaffih'evitch  II. 

They  who  contend  that  he  was  an  impoftof, 
thus  relate  his  hiftory.  He  was  of  the  family 
of  Otrepief ;  his  real  name  was  George,  which, 
upon  his  alTuming  the  monaftic  habit  in  the 
fourteenth  year  of  his  age,  he  changed  into 
Gregory,  and  was  generally  known  by  theap- 
.  pellation  of  Grilka  §  Otrepief :  'for  fome  time 
he  refided  at  Sufdal,  and  having  afterwards 
wandered  from  convent  to  convent,  he  was 
confecrated  deacon  in  the  monaftery  of  Tchu- 
dof  at  Mofcow,  where  he  was  employed  by 
the  patriarch  in  tranfcribing  books  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  church.  It  is  not  afcertained,  even 
from  thefe  accounts  of  his  life,  at  what  peri- 
od he  firft  ftyled  himfelf  Demetrius.  Some 
report,  that  while  he  continued  in  the  monaf- 
tery of  Tchudof,  he  obtained  the  moft  minute 
information  relative  to  the  perfon  and  charac- 
ter of  the  prince,  and  even  began  to  affume  his 
name,  for  which  he  was  deemed  infane,  and 
excited  the  laughter  of  the  monks.  Others 
relate,  that  he  was  in  poffeffion  of  feveral 
jewels  which  had  formerly  belonged  to  Deme- 
trius ;  and,  having  one  day  declared  that  he 
ihould  afcend  the  throne  of  Ruflia,  he  was 
confined,  by  order  of  Boris  Godunof,  in  a  dif- 
tant  monaftery,  from  whence  he  efcaped 
into  Poland  j  his  adventures  in  which  country 

have 

§  Gri(k',  in  the  RuiTian  tongue,  figpific5  little  Gregory.     He 
K.as  called  silfo  Roftriga,  or  Pcleflcr,   from  having  qau(c4  li« 

f:onyenr. 
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have  been  already  delineated.  On  the  con- 
trary, Margaret,  who  aijerts  that  he  is  the 
true  Demetrius,  gives  the  following  detail. 

Demetrius,  bemg  refcued  from  aflaffination 
by  the  fubftitution*  of  another  child,  was  fe- 

cretly 

*  The  principal  objefllon  agalnft  the  account  of  Margaret 
arifes  from  the  difficulty  of  iiibftituting  a  child  in  the  place  of 
Demetrius,  particularly  if  rhe  fon  Orf  his  nurfe  was  one  of  the 
aira(rinis4  and  as  Vaffiii  Shuifki  is  faid  to  have  examined  the 
body  of  the  deceafed,  foon  after  the  fuppofed  aflaffination.  In 
chCw^r  to  this  it  may  he  faid,  that  his  mother  had  fufficieat 
reafons  to  be  upoii  her  guard  againil  the  attempts  of  Boris  Go- 
dunof ;  and  it  is  evident  that  fuch  attempts  had  been  made 
previous  to  the  alTaflination,  from  the  following  paffage  m 
Pletcher,  who  was  at  Mofcowr  in  thtf  beginning  of  Feodor'« 
reign.  •*  Befides  the  "emperor  that  flow  is^  who  bath  no  child» 
*•  nor  ever  like  to  have,  tbcre  is  but  one  more,  a  child  of  fix  or 
*•  fcvcn  years.old,  in  whom  cefteth  all  olie  hope  of  the  fucceifi- 
'*  on,  and  the  pofterity  of  that  houfe.  He  isiept  in  a  remote 
**  place  from  Motko,  under  tlie  tuition  of  his  mother,  luid  her 
"  kindred  of  the  houfe  of  Nagaies  ;  yet  n<ft  fafe  (as  I  have 
**  heard)  from  attempts  of  making  atvay  hy  fradice  $f  fame  that 
**  af fire  to  the  fuccefjion^  if  ihis  smferftr  die  naithout  ijfue."  Flet- 
cher's Ruflia,  Chap.  V. 

•*  II  eft  aflez  a  prefuppofer,"  as  Margaret  juftly  obferves^ 
**  que  la  mere  &  les  autres,  &c.  voyant  ce  but  od  le  dit  Boris 
**  tendoit,  eflkyerent  par  tous  moyens  ^  delivrer  Tenfant  du  da«- 
•^'^er  o^  i\  eftoit.  Or  je  fcay  et  je  crois  que  Ton  confeifera 
**  qu'il  n'y  avoit  nul  autre  moyen  que  dele  changer  et  en  fup- 
**  pofer  un  autre  en  fa  place,  et  le  faire  nourrir  fecretement,  en 
**  attendant  fi  le  temps  ne  changeroit  ou  empecheroit  f>oint  les 
**  defleins  du  dit  Boris  Federvits.  Ce  qu'ils  effeduerent  ^  bien 
**  que  nuls  fors<:euz  de  la  partie  n'en  fcurent  rleii,"^.>p.  <54., 

With  refpedt  to  the  privity  of  the  nurfe,  ^ni^  her  fon,  the 
witnefs  of  the  bell-ringer,  and  rhe  teftimony  of  Vaffiii  Shuiiki,  ^ 
L'Evefque  makes  the  following  judicious  obfervatiohs. 

*•  Mais  ces  circonftances  fo»t  elies  bicn  confirm6es.  Tons 
**  les  affaflins  du  izar6i^tch  ^fiirent  maflacr-s  pjefqu'  aulfi-tot 
**  qu'ils  eurent  commis  ce  crime.  lis  n'ont  point  et6  interrog6s, 
'*  on  n*a  rien  fu  de  la  leur  4>ouche.  Un  fonneur  de  cathedrale  fut 
^'  temoin  du  raeurtrede'Dmicri.  Mais  qui  a  recu  fon  icmoignage  } 
'^  Eft  il  m^me  certain  que  ce  temoin  ait  exift6  ?  Si  les  aiTaillns  furent 
**  tromp^Sy  n*ait  il  pas  pu  T^trelui  m^.me,  et  prendre  pour  le  tza- 
*^  r6vitch  un  enfant  du  m6me  age !  Ne  convient-on-pas  que  BorU> 
f '  &c.     Mais  Chouiilii  mais  Ciechnin  furent  envayes  «l  Ouglitch 

"par 
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eretly  educated  in  Rtrffia  until  the  ebdion  of 
Boris  Godunof,  wImi  he  mM  convened  intoPo^ 
land  under  the  care  of  th«  monk  Griika^  ik^hich 
afterwards  gave  rife  to  the  report  that  Griika 
had  perfonatdd  Demetrius.  As  a  proof  that 
they  were  two  diftin<9:  perfons,  he  informs  us, 
that  Boris  Godunof  fent  repeated  exprefles  to 
his  guards  upon  the  frontiers,  to  prevent  all 
travellers  from  quitting  the  country,  even 
fhould  they  be  provided  with  paffports,  for 
there  were  two  traitors  who  were  endeavour* 
ing  to  efcape  into  Poland.  Margaret  adds, 
Griika  was  thirty-five  years  of  age,  and  De- 
metrius fcarcely  twenty-four-,  he  accompanied 
the  new  tzar  tq  Mofcow,  and  was  feen  by 
many  in  that  city,  being  a  perfon  well  known, 
and  having  a  brother  who  .  poffefled^  an  eftatc 
near  Galitz:  he  was  notorious  before  his  flight 
into  Poland  for  his  infolence  and  drtrnkennefs,* 
and,  on  account  of  his  mifcoildud,  he  was 
banifhed  by  Demetrius  to  Yaroflaf.  Margaret, 
moreover,  was  informed  by  an  Englifh  mer- 
chant of  Yaroflaf,  well  acquainted  with 
Griflca^  that  the  latter,  upon  the  news  of  the 

tzar's 

•*  par  Boris  ;  ils  rircnt  et  reconourent  le  corps  du  tzar^vitch  ct 
••  Fui  rendircnt  Jcs  bonneurs  funcbres.  Eh !  fail  on  ce  qu'ont 
*'  Tu  ces  deux  ^ffltifaires  de  Boris,  ce  qu'its  fcii  oftt  rapport^  en 
*'  fecret  ?  Le  corps  m^me  qii'ils  examinerent,  defigur6  par  des 
•*  bleiTures,  et  gard6  fong-temps  fans  ^tre  enibaom6,  dcvaic 
*'  ftre  meconnaifTable.  On  ignore  abfotument  ce  qii' its  onr  de- 
*•  convert,  et  ce  qu'ils  ont  penftfe.  S'ils  ont  dibhi  H  leur  retour 
**  une  fable  concert6e  enir'eux  et  le  mlniftre,  ils  n'ont  pu  dan& 
**  Ic.fuite  faire  connditre  la  ▼erit6,  fans  avouer  qa'ils  avoient 
**  €i€  des  fourb^s  t cndus  ^  nn  fcel6rat/*  &c.  Vol.  II!.  p.  447.— 
In  a  word,  the  belief  that  a  child  was  fubdrtvted  rn  the  place  of 
Demetrius,  though  liable  to  manjr  obje^ioasy  is  yet  atteirded 
with  much  fewer  difiicuIHca,  than  the  notion  that  fhc  tzar  who 
reigned  under  the  name  of  Oemetrias  was  an  impoftor. 
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tMir'^  death;  and  even  rafter  the  eledltdii  of 
Vaflili  Shuiiki,  folemnly  protefted  that  the  faid 
De^oiettius  was  the  real  ion  of  Ivan  Vaffilie- 
vitch  y  and  that  he  htmfelf  was  Griika  Otre- 
picf,  who  had  conduced  the  prince  into  Po- 
land^  Soon  afterwards  Oriika  waa  conveyed 
to  Mo&ow  by  order  of  ^aflili  Shuiiki^  and 
totally  difappeared  *. 

If  this  imrrative  is  authentic^  according  to 
the  confeffion  of  Mr.  MuUer,  it  completely 
refsntes  the  reprefentation  of  the  oppofite  party. 
In  what  inanner  thea  does  this  ingeniotas 
atUhor  attempt  to  diicredit  the  pofitive  tefii*- 
mony  qf  Margaret ;  lor  upon  this  the  whob 
queilioQ  feems  to  turn.  "  But  how,**  fays  he, 
**  can  we  imagine,  that  any  one  could  ever 
^*  hold  two  perfons  to.be  the  fame  individual, 
at  a  time  when  the  contrary  could  be  fo  eafily 
proved  ?"  The  contrary  indeed  could  be 
eafily  proved  during,  the  reign  of  Demetrius, 
when  Griika  was  at  Mofcow  or  at  Yaroflaf,and 
at  a  time  when  few  Ruffians  doubted  the  fad ; 
but  the  affertion  was  not  fo  eafy  to  be  refuted 
when  Grifka  was  fent  no  one  knows  where, 
and  when  no  perfon  durft  contradift  the  ma- 
nifefto  of  Vaffili  Shuilki.  "  Let  us  fuppofe/' 
adds  Mr.  MuUer,  "  that  the  oppolite  party, 
*^  in  defiance  of  all  truth,  had  firft  invented 
**  fo  groundlefs  a  fable ;  let  us  fuppofe, 
*^  that  Griika  was  immediately  banrflied,  as 
^*  foon  as  the  enemies  oif  Demetrius  had 
**  made  the  latter  pafs  for  that  monk  ^  how 
^*  does  ,it  happen    that    no    writer,    befide 

"  Margaret, 

*  Margtret,  i$z  to  157. 
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^^  Marg^irt^,    has  taken    notice  of  ib   re- 
^  markable  a  drcnmfiance  T 

It  is  genially  allowed  that  one  good  evi- 
<knoe  ou^t  to  outweigh  a  croud  of  preju- 
diced witneiies^  fo  that  if  Margaret's  ciedil»^ 
lity  is  fnperior  to  that  of  his  o[^)ODcntSy  we 
muR,  though  he  ftands  fingie^  ailent  to  the 
truth  of  his  account.  And  who  are  the  wri- 
ters wh(^  authiMTity  is  preferred  to  that  <^ 
Mai^ret  i  The  native  hifiorians,  who  wrote 
after  the  acceffion  of  Vaffili  Shuifld-^But  their 
teftimony  cannot  be  admitted  in  this  caie  ^  for 
could  any  Ruffian  venture  to  contradict  the 
manifefio  of  the  ibvereign,  or  call  in  queflion 
the  iandity  of  the  relics  eflabliihed  by  a  de- 
cree of  the  chardi  -f-f 

It 

*  Margaret,  however,  does  not  (land  fingle  in  (sppoGng  Grif- 
lea  and  hitn  who  pafTed  for  Denied  rims  to  be  diftind  perfons. 
For,  among  athers,  Conrad  Biiffau*  who  was  prefcnt  at  Mofcow 
during  the  troubles,  aiferts,  that  Demetrius  was  the  natural  fon 
of  Stephen  Bathori  king  of  Poland,  which  is  iofficient  to  ihow 
that  tbe  report  was  rife  at  that  time  of  Griflca  and  the  other  be- 
ing different  perfons.    S.  R.  O.  vol.  V.  p.  191. 

f  It  may  perhaps  be  thought  by  many  too  bold  xo  fet  afidc 
the  amhofity  of  all  the  RkiHian  hiftorians  who  may  be  itippofed 
■CO  have  obtaired  better  intelligence  than  foreigners.  But  Mr. 
Mullcr  calls  in  queiUon  the  teftimony  of  a  Ruffian  embaffador  in 
favour  of  Demetrius,  becaufe  he  wrote  at  a  time  when  tbe  latter 
was  upon  the  throne,  and  acknowledged  by  the  whole  nation : 
ibr  the  fame  reafon,  tberefort* ,  we  fi»uft  fee  afide  the  evidence  of 
the  Ruffians  who  wrote  after  his  alfaffination,  and  at  a  time 
when  his  being  an  -impoftor  was  made  an  ardde  of  ^he  public 
faith. 

And,  indeed^  if  it  is  confidered  from  whet  fufpicious  memori'- 
ikh  the  Ruffian  authors  mufl  have  drawn  their  materials,  this 
mode  of  proceeding  will  not  appear  unjuftifiable.  Of  all  the 
Kufiian  writings  relating  to  the  hiftory  of  Demetrius,,  cited  by 
Mr.  Mulier,  the  principal  are  the  manifeflos  of  Shuifki,  and  a 
ttiaoufcr-ipt  account  of  the  troubles,  compiled  by  order  of  the 
tzar  Michael,  and  fent  to  the  king  of  France  as  a  juftification  of 
ihe  war  entered  into  againft  Sweden.    But  ^uch  documents  iffu- 
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It  mull  be  confeffed,  however,  that  there  is 
one  author  who  is  not  liable  to  thefe  fufpici- 
ons.  * "  Petreius/'  cbntifiues  Mr.  Muller,  "  has 
"  given,  in  manv  inftances,  the  moft  exadt  in- 
**  tclligencej  and  he  has  demonftrated  the 
"  impofture  of  the  falfe  Demetrius  with  many 
^'  proofs.  Is  it  poffible,  therefore,  to  fuppofe' 
**  him  ignorant  that  Demetrius  and  Grifka 
*^  were  two  different  perfons,  if  that  fa^  had 
'^  been  well  grounded  ?*'  Here  then  the  tef- 
timony  of  Petreius  is  put  in  the  fcale  with 
that  of  Margaret,  both  foreigners,  both  pre- 
leht  at  Mofcow  at  the  time  of  the  infuf- 
redlion,  and  both  fuppofed  to  be  unbiaffed  by 
the  civil  and  religious  prejudices  of  the  Ruf- 
fians, and  yet  both  of  different  fentiments. 
Let  us  therefore  examine  their  character  and 
fituation,  and  conlider  whether  there  are  any 
circumflances  which  render  one  writer  more 
worthy  of  credit  than  the  other.  Margaret 
was  a  Frenchman,  who  entered  the  Ruffian 
fervice  in  the  reign  of  Boris  Godunof,  was 
prefent  in  the  army  which  was  fent  out 
againfl  Demetrius,  and  always  aded  with  ap- 
proved bravery  and  fidelity.  Afterwards, 
when  Demetrius  afcended  the  throne,  he  was 
continued  in  his  fervice  as  captain  of  the 
guards.  He  polTeffed,  thereforci  many  oppor- 
tunities of  inveftigating  his  rea]  hiflory  ;  and 
he  has  recorded  it  in  a  v/ork  which,  upon  his 

return 

i-ng  from  government  muft  in  ibi.«  inftance  be  allowed  ro  be  ver^r 
exceptionable  record?.*— In  all  affairs,  wherein  the  national  pre- 
judices are  not  concerned,  the  evidence  of  a  native  is  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  that  of  foreigners  ;  but  the  teftimon/  of  the  latter  be- 
comes fupcrior,  when  the  fonner  are  warped  by  fear  or  pre^ 
judice,. 
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return  to  Fi-ance^  he  publilhed  at  the  command 
of  Henry  IV.  * 

Mr.  Muller,  however,  objeds  to  the  au- 
thenticity of  Margaret  s  narrative  iii  the  fol- 
lowing words.  "  A  witnefs  of  this  fort  would 
*^  not  be  admitted  in  any  court  of  juftice,  and 
*^  cannot,  in  this  inflance,  merit  our  belief. 
"  His  judgement  might  be  warped,  partly 
^*  from  confidering  it  as  a  difgrace  to  have 
*^  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  an  impoftor,  and 
^^  partly  from  not  being  well  ufed  by  the  op- 
**  poiite  party  after  the  death  of  the  fklfe 
*^  Demetrius. ,  Hence  he  might  be  enticed, 
"  from  motives  of  refentment,  to  brand  with 
** '  infamy  the  enemies  of  Demetrius,  and  to 
**  treat  as  mere  falfehoods  all  the  reports  of 
"  the  impoftor's  real  origin.  We  muit,  there- 
*^  fore,  accufe  Margaret  either  of  having 
*^  advanced  a  falfehood,  or  fuppofe  that  he 
"  had  heard  of  another  Otrepicf,  who  was 
**  at  that  time  prefent  at  Mofcow,  and  whom 
^*  he  ftrangely  confounds  with  Grifka  ^/* 

This  is  the  only  objedion  which  even  the 
ingenuity  of  Mr.  Muller  can  urge  againft 
Margaret. 

Petreius,  whofe  authority  is  fo  fondly  pre^ 
ferred  to  that  of  Margaret,  was  minifier  J 
from  Charles  IX.  king  of  Swede^  to  the  court 
of  Mofcow  in  the  reigns  of  Boris  Godunof, 
Demetrius,  and  Vaffili  Shuifki.  -The  clofe 
connedion  of  Demetrius  with  Sigifmond  king 
of  Poland,  the  inveterate  enemy  of  Charles  IX. 

induced 

♦  Eftat  de  TEinpire  de  Ruflie,  &c.  par  Ic  Capita ine  Margaret. 

t  S.  R.  G.  vol.  V,  p.  182  and  193. 

X  Dalin's  Gcfchichte  voa  Schwcden,  vol.  IV,  p,  475. 
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induced  the  latter  to.  tejjdcr  bi$  affiftanoc 
to  Boris  Godunof,  upon  the  iirft  entrance  of 
the  new  qhim^nt  into  Rttifia.  Charles  le 
alfo  reprefented  as  greatly  alarmed  at  the  fue- 
cefs  of  Demetrius^  and  immediately  after  his 
aiTafiinatiop  entered  into  a  treaty  of  th« 
ftcidieft  amity  with  Vaffili  Shui£ki.  It  was 
tliierefore  the  intereft  of  the  Swedifh  comt  to 
reprefent  Demetrius  as  an  impoftor^  and  Pe^ 
treius,  as  Swediflj  minifter,  was  obliged  to 
CQuntenance  the  repcwrt  patronized  hy  his 
ipafter,  Bpt  if  we  fbould  even  allow  that 
Petreius  was  not  influenced  in  his  judgment 
by  the,  politics  of  hh  own  oonrt,  yet  as  an 
author,  be  i^  liable  to  great  exception ;  for  the 
numbiQrlefs  fi(3ions  and  grofs  raifreprefentati- 
ons,  which  he  retails  in  his  Chronicle,  prove  his 
ejttrepae  prqneikeis  to  credulity  -(-.  Whereas, 
on  the  contrary,  the  credibility  of  Margaret 
ilands  unimpeached,  and  even  the^penetratini^ 
fagacity  of  Mr.  Muller  himfelf  can  oaaly  dis- 
cover in  his  work  a  few  triflmg  errors  which 

afe 

'  t  Mr.  iMuIler  has  noticed  and  correQed  innumiferable  errors 
rttsitive  to  the  moft  ImportaDt  tranfodtidns  in  the  Chrbmclt  of 
P«treius«  Ii  would  be  endJefs  to  memioA  rbem,  I  flial)  there- 
fore onl^  relate  one,  which  will  unqucftionably  prove  the  credu-« 
Htf  of  PetTCitts.  "  Feodor  Ivanovrich/*  fays  that  auifaofy 
*'  upon  fail  death'^bed,  be4f>g  re<)tieftcd  by  \he  nobility  .to  name^ 
*•  a  iiicceffor,  anfw^red,  *  That  perfon  to  whom  1  ftiall  deliver 
•*  tar  fceptre  ibiH  be  txar  after  nae/  8oon  afterwards  he  ofFer^ 
'^  pdl  it  to  Ffodor  Nikititcb  Rioniaoaf;  but  be  delivered  i>t  to 
•'  his  brother  Alexander,  who  gave  it  to  a  third  cailed  John, 
**  who  prefented  it  to  a  fourth  cabled '^Michael.  The*  latter  pa f- 
**.f«d  it  to  another  nobleman  :  at  laft  the  tzar  threw  the  fceptre 
•*  from  him,  crjing  out  in  a  paflion,  *  Take  it  who  will  ;  upon 
*•  which  Boiis  rook  it  up,  and  the  tzar  died  immediately/*  This 
idle  fable  is  contradifted  by  the  mod  authentic  records,  by  ibe 
whole  hiftory  of  the  fubfequent  ele^ion  of  Boris  Godunof ;  and 
yet  this  is  the  writer  whofe  authority  is  oppofcd  to  Margaret* 
See  S,  R.  G.  vol,  V.  p.  64,  &c. 
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arc  of  no  moment.  It  appears  theii)  that 
both  as  to  charader  aitd  iituation,  the  tefti* 
monjr  of  Margaret  is  preferable  to  that  of 
Petreiiis ;  and  if  the  queftion  is  to  be  ulti* 
mately  decided  by  one  of  thefe  two  writers, 
whofe  authority  is  the  moft  unquei^ionable, 
the  tzar  who  reigned  under  the  name  of  De- 
metrius was  no  impoilor,  but  the  real  fbn  of 
Ivan  Vaflilievitch  11. 

I  (hall  now  throw  together  a  number  of 
particulars,  which,  in  addition  to  thofe  already 
enumerated,  induce  me  to  efpoufe  the  opinion 
that  the  t^ar  was  no  impoflor. 

I .  The  condud  of  Boris  Godunof.  a*  ■  Sup- 
pofed  refemblance  between  the  real  Deme- 
trius and  the  perfbn  who  reigned  in  his  name. 

3.  His  fuccefs  and  condud  updn  the  throne. 

4.  Teftimony  of  Maria  Feodorofna.  5.  Argu- 
ments ufed  by  the  Ruifiaiis  to  prove  the  im^- 
pofture. 

I.  The  condud  of  Boris  Godunof  plainly 
demonilrates  that  he  thought  him  the  real  De- 
metrius. For  otherwife,  why  did  he  not  pro- 
duce Maria  Feodorofna,  the  mother  of  Deme- 
trius, and  obtain  her  public  avowal  that  her 
fon  was  not  alive*!  Her  teftimony  at  that 
time  would  have  unquefiionably  afcertained 
the  irapofture  of  the  perfon,  who  claimed  the 
throne  as  her  offspring.  Probably  Boris  Go- 
dunof examined  her  privately  ;  and,  finding 
her  to  perfift  in  her  auertion,  that  Demetrius 

had 

*  *^  Puis  tant  de  faufles  allegations  pour  perfuadcr  le  peuple, 
**  qu*i|  eftoit  un  inipofteur,  fans  que  jamais  Boris  vouluft  ioterro- 
*'  ger  la  mere  en  publip,  pour  temoigner  de  ce  qui  ea  eftoit/' 
Margaret^  p.  171.  ' 
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t 

t 

hadefbafitd  from  U^ite,  birrejmcxved  her^to^ 
convent  iat  a  cooiitlemble  diftance  fr^m  M of-^ 
<tow^^that  ihe  nsiight  m>t  girm  a  fandion  to  the 
prdten^k^ns  of  his  rival.   »  ' 

\  2;  Thefuppofed  refembbne^  between  thcf 
piimce  Demetriusj  v\rho  was  educated  at  UgUt^^ 
and  the  perfon  who  iieigned  under  his  namei 
^omas  next  undefiGoniider^tion.  This  reiepH 
blance  confifted  in  a  wart  under  the  right 
eye^  and^  im  one  arm  Ihcffter  than  the  dther. 
^^  Bufti  bow  is  it  known/*  fay$  Mr.  Midler 
upon  this  hea^i  ^^  that  the  prince  had  thi^f^ 
^^  defeds  ?  for  they  are  not  mentioned  in  the 
'^  Rtiifianinarratiyes,  but  are  only  related  by 
*.^  foroigno's,  who  had.  never  feen  him.  May 
*^  we  not  therefore  .fuppofe  them  mere  iniren^ 
"  tions,  calculated  to  difplay  fome  refem.- 
^^  blanoe  between  the  true  and  falfe  Deme- 
*^  triids  *.'*  In  anfwer  to  this  we  may  reply, 
that  the  RufHan  accounts,  evidently  compile^ 
long  .after  the  period  in  queftion,  a»d  thicfly 
taken  from  the  manifeftos  of  goveramcnf^ 
would  never  record  any  circumftance  which 
might  tend,  in  the  flighted  degree,  to  favour 
an;y  likenefs  between  a  perfon  whom  they 
^  fiyled  an  impoftor,  and  the  young  prince. 
And  it  may  be  added,  that  if  the  tiav  alledg- 
ed  the  wart  under  his  right  eye,  and  the  fliort- 
nefs  of  his  arm,  as  proofs  of  his  being  the 
real.  Demetrius,  who  can  fuppofe  that  the 
prin«(^,had  not  thefe  defe<Ss,  when  th©re.  were 
fo  many  perfons  of  the  firft  diftindion  who 
could  contradid  the  truth  of  the  report  ? 
'^  But  even  allowing  the  faift,"  continues  Mr. 

*  S.  R.  G  vol.  V.  p.  190.  J      ' 
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Mntiflr^  ^tfat^cmdufirai  bf  no  means  £q1« 
5^  JOTW,  at  the  ftrbnggft  rcfendgiance  has  been 
^.  fireqveatty  obferod  iiet^inceii  two  difierent 
^  per&ms.;  and  itrik  likemie  poffible^  tbat 
^  tbeiidiib  Deaeftios' might  have  imitated  a 
^^  ^att  in  his  £siGe,  and  faave  feigned  a  de&d 
^^  iO'^hib  arm;'"  his  .poffiikfo,  ^indeed,  to  ac- 
eoimt  for  theie  cireumflancgg  in  this  man^ 
Mxi  fliU,  however,,  they  mvA  be  confi- 
dered,  though  not  as  pofitive,  yet  as  ffarong 
f>fefumptive  evidence  ia  his  favow,  efjpeci- 
a)ly  wfani  j<»aed  t0  maiiy^  olkev  collateral 
|)ro6jSi^:  •  ••        .  • 

3.  The.  faccefs  of  his  enterjirize,  and  hvA 
oondudt  ttpon  the  thfohe^  feem  to  prove  that 
hi  was  the  real  Demd^hfs.^'He'etitered  Ruf- 
fia  with  an  inconfideraible  ^icce,  which  en- 
eretifed  as  he  advanced  v  and  althoogli  totally 
defeated^  and  ahnofl'  defetted  fay  the  Poles, 
yet  hi9  atdiy  was  icon  feeraited,  and  became 
motxi  fbctnidable  than  befi^e  his  difcomfitnre. 
Pcdbasr  •  of  .  the  firft.  d^in^tkm  joined  him 
frMa  all  ifnartetB  ;  asd  the. more  he  became 
p&^<xnaify  k&own  to  the  RnfiimiSy  ithe  greater 
mBri]ftber  of  partisans  fidcked  to  his  ftandard. 
Nor  did  this  ieem  owing  to  any  want  of  po- 
pnkfitym  Boris  Godilnof;  whofe  adminife-a- 
tian  w^Svgreatly  refpeded  for  its.  vigoia^r  and 
wifdotii  J  !t  rather  procieedfed  fr©i#  a  general 
convfdljph  ths^t  he  waS;D^inptiri»s, 

Wb^n"he^^  was  f^^fcd'  upon  the  thr(»ie  he 
did  li6t  $<^  like  iiii  irjipoftor.  Bad  he  been 
one,  he  would:  fcaixieiy  have  pardoned  Vaffili 
Shuiflc[y'' Wfe6' hall  1^  (kmbts  upon  the 

xeality^f  his  defcent.  Jnftead  of  difbelieving, 

as 
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as  he  did^  the  firongc^. reports  of  an  in^nd-^ 
log  iafurredioti^  he  would  have  given  a  readjr 
ear:  to  the  flighted  rumours  of  plota  and  ma- 
chinations, and  have  taken  every  precaution 
againft  them.  In  a.  word,  his  general  char 
rader  was  as  thoughtlefs  and  inconfide- 
rate  as  it  was  open  and  iincere  ^.  and,  above 
all,  his  freedom  from  fufpicion  and  jcalonfy 
were  incompatible  with  the  principles  of  ail 
ufurf)er  *.  . 

4-  The  condud  of  Maria  Feodorofna  muiX* 
be  admitted  as  iupporting  the  fame  fide  of  the 
queftion.  .  After  having  openly  acknowledged 
him  for  her  Ion,  ihe  is  faid  to  have  publicly 
diibwned  him.  If  both  the*  avowal  and  tie-- 
nial  were  equally  public,  they  both  might 
equally  have  been  extorted  by  fear  ^  and  her 
teftimony  muft  be  confidered  as  null.  For 
what  credit  can  that  woman  deferve  wha 
coul4  at  one  time  admit  a  pcrfbn  to  be  her  foil, 
and  at  another  rejed  him  as  fuch  I  We  may 
obferve,  however,  this  difference,  that  in  the 
former  inflance  fhe  owned  him  in  pcrlbn ;  id 
the  latter,  (he  was  not '^confronted  with  him^ 

Vol.  I.  H  h  ^        but 

»  t 

*  "  Puis  pmrloM.'^fays  Margaret,  **  de  fa  cicmeDce«  envers 
*'  un  chacun  apres  qti'il  fut  receu  eo  Mofco,  et  principalemeoc 
*'  enters  VaciJIi  Chooitiqai,  lequei  fui  coovaincu  de  trahifoo. 
'*  &c.  et  meihiesfut  ledit  Deroetrius  pri^  pai  tousles  ailiftaos  de 
*'  le  faire  moiirir,  veu  qu'il  s'eftait  toujours  trouvd  perturbateur 
"  du  repos  public.  Je  parle  co^moie  ayant  ohj  et  veu  le  tout  del 
*'  mts  ore  files.  Ce  non  obftant  il  lujr  pardoQoa^  combien  quel 
**  Demetrius  i^avoit  bien  que  nul  n'ofoic  afpirer  i.  U  cpurOnne 
**"  que  la  dite  maifoa  de  Chouitfqui.  II  pardonna  auffi  i  pltt^ 
*'  iieurs  autres  i  car  il  eftoit  fans  foup9oo»   p«  171. 

*'  Si  il  fe  fut  featy  coupable  ea  aucuae  chofe,  il  euft  e«  juite 
*'  fujet  de  croire  Ics  macbinations  et  trabifons  complott^es  et 
**  tramiti^es  conirft  fa  perfonne,  des  quelles  iletoit  aflaz^advert/^  - 
'*  et  y  euft  fiireQiedier  avec  grande  faciiit^/'  p.  174. 
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but  her  anfwcr  was  brought  by  Vaffili  aiiii- 
flci  -f-,  who  was  moft  intcrcftcd  to  prove 
him  an  impoftor.  It  therefore  follows,  that 
if  (as  feems  to  bfc  the  cafe)  her  avowal  was 
public,  and  her  denial  was  not,  the  former 
is  more  to  be  depended  npon  than  the  latter, 
and  her  teftimony  muft  be  admitted  in  his 
favour  *. 

5.  The  very  arguments  advanced  by  the 
Ruilians  to  afcertain  his  impofture,  ftrongly 
eftablifh  the  contrary  pofition.  For  how  was 
the  reality  of  his  imperial  defcent  invalidated 
by  his  being  a  Ibrcerer,  an  heretic,  or  a  mufi- 
cian,  by  his  prediledion  to  the  Poles,  not 
bowing  to  the  image  of  St.  Nicholas,  not 
bathing,  eating  veal,  and  fuch  frivolous  ac- 
cufations  J.  Does  not  the  adoption  of  thefe 
nugatory  inflnuations  befpcak  a  great  defici- 
fency  of  fatisfadlory  arguments  ?  they  may  in- 
cline, 

f  Mr.  MuHfr  (nys,  Vafiill  Shuiflci  iooJ^  the  irmbU  of  r^ahiMg 
hi mfelf  to  \\it  Qonytni,     Grab  (ich  felbft  die  muehe. 

■*  The  'Rufllart  authors  aifen,  that  at  the  time  when  the  relics 
were  conveyingjo  Mofcow,  flie  pubtici/  retra€ted  the  fcriner 
lel^lmony  which  ihe  had  given  in  his  favour,  upon  their  firft  in- 
iefview  near  Mofcow ;  confeding,  that  fhe  had  been  induced  hy 
threats,  as  well. as  from  a  deiire  of  procuring  her  liberty,  to  ac- 
knowledge an  alien  for  her  fon.  But  how  are  we  cermitl  that 
ike  really  made  this  public  confelFion  ^  Its  truth  enrively  re(b 
upon  the  Rtiflkn  papets,  which  cannot  in  this  infhince  be  dfbeefu- 
ed  authentic  records.  But  why  was  her  pliblic  recantation  poft- 
poned  to  fa  late  a  period  I  and  why  was  ibe  n^ot  confronted 
with  the  t*ar,  wheYi  he  fo  repeatedly-appealed  to  her  teftimony 
as  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  his  being  the  real  Demetrius  ?  Have 
we  not  every  reafon  to  conclude,  either  that  fhe  didnot  pub- 
licly retradl  her  fornnrer  afleverations  in  his  favour  j  or  that,  be- 
in,g  in  Vaffili  Bhuiffci*s  power,  flie  had  beefi  finally  compeUed  to 
a^  in  fubfervitncy  to  his  mandate  } 

X  Many  Ruffians,  while  they  confefTed  that  he  was  the  real 
fon  of"f?an  Vaffilievitch,  denied  his  right  to  the  throne,  becaiife 
h\s  mother  being  the  feventh  wife  of  that  Uar>  he  .Wft»  iltpgiti- 
mate.    Margaret,  p.  171. 
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otine^  indeed,  the  Ruflian*  itf  beliidvc  hitti  an 
ttfurper,  but  do  n^  prove  him  tmc  in  the  eyes 
6f  difpaflioaate  judges.  The  truth  fcems  to 
be^  that  as  he  began  to  lofe  the  affcdion  of 
bi«  fubjedd  by  his  inconfideiltte  contempt  df 
tbtir  cudoms  and  r-eHgion ;  thefe^  and  many 
other  unfavourable  reports,  calevilat^  to 
taife  and  encreafe  the  popular  cditim;w*ere 
circulated  by  thcifrtrigues  of  Vafiili  Shuiiki, 
who^  upon  his  affaffination,  was  rarfed  to' the 
throne. 

The  fame  remarks  extend,  with  ftill 'greater 
fwcte,  to  the  aflferrioti,  that  the  body-  itfterred 
at  UglitiB  was  that  of  the  reaM3emcitritrs  frdtti 
its  uncorrupted  ftate,  and  the  mifarfes  it  per- 
formed. For  the  uncorrupted  ftate  of  that 
body,  when  it  was  firft  convey^  to  MofcoWj 
evidently  prove  it  to  have  been  fuppoii  tit  ions  ^ 
and  the  miracles  it  is  faid  to  have  .porfonhedi 
will  convert  no  profelytes  without  the  pale,  of 
the  Ruffian  church.  When  every  , other.. ex- 
pedient failed  of  convincing  the  generality  of 
the  Ruffians,  that  the  late  tzar  was  an  impof- 
tor,  irecourfe  was  finally  had  to  pretended  mi- 
racles and  facred  relics.  And  it  muft  be  al- 
lowed, that  this  method  of  convincing  an  ig- 
norant and  fuperftitious  pe6ple  who  doubted 
(and  there  were  many  who  doubted)  was  a 
flroke  of  the  moft  confummate  policy  ;  as  by 
thefe  means  the  aflertions  of  Vaffili  Shuilki 
were  fandified  by  an  ecclefiaftical  decree  j 
and  the  impofture  of  his  rival  became  an  ar- 
ticle of  public  faith.  Indeed,  fuch  is  the  fu- 
perftition  with  which  the  ufurpation  of  Grifka 
5s  ftill  maintained,  that  even  at  this  diftance 

H  h  2  of 
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of  time  no  Ruffian  hiftorian  could  venture  to 
hint  that  Demetrius  was  not  aflaffinated  at 
Uglitz^  and  that  the  perfon  who  aflumed  hi& 
name  was  not  Griika :  for  it  would  be  con- 
tradidting  a  fundamental  principle  of  belief, 
and  rejeding  the  relicks  of  a  iaint  much  re- 
vered in  this  country. 

But  it  is  time  to  finifh  this  inquiry,  which 
is  already  too  long.  I  (hall,  theretore,  con- 
clude in  a  few  wokU,  that  having  endea- 
voured to  examine  the  hiftory  of  the  tzar  De- 
metrius without  prejudice  or  partiality,  I  am 
flrongly  inclined  to  believe  that  he  was  iiot  an 
impoftor,  but  the  real  peribnage  whoie  name 
he  afluniied  *. 

*  For  the  hiftory  of  Demetrius,  fee  Petrcius  Mofcov.  Chron. 
Margaret's  Eftat  de  ia  Hulfie,  p.  i&and  19.-*!  11—175.  ^^7' 
ern  in  Scbmidt.  Rufi*.  Gref.  vol.  II.  and  particulau-ly  Muller'$ 
S.  R.  G.  vol.  V.  p.  181  to  aSo.  That  iogenious  author  has  drawn 
together,  in  one  point  of  view,  the  pnncipal  events  of  this 
troub^eforoe  aera,  and  has  reconciled,  as  much  as  poffibk*  th« 
contradidory  accounts  of  the  different  writers :  and  though  he 
has  entirely  adopted  the  Ruflian  prejudices,  yet  he  has  given 
the  arguments  of  the  oppofite  party  with  at  much  candour  9.9 
could  be  expelled  frotm  an  author  who  wrote  in  Ru(Ila». 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      VIII. 

Cfthe  princefs  Sophia  Alexiefna.— flifr  cba^ 
raSler  mifreprefented — and  from  what  caufes. 
^-^Her  power  and  influence  during  the  reign 
of  Feodor  Alexievitch.— &/>p»  his  demife 
excluded  from  all  /hare  in  the  adminijlration 
of  affairs. — Peter  appointed  tzar  to  the  pre ^ 
judice  of  his  brother  Ivan. — Proofs  that  he 
was  not  raifed  to  the  thr<^ne  by  the  nomination 
^Peodor,  and  that  his  eleSUon  was  not  una^ 
mrMus.—Infurre&ion  cfthe  Strelitz.— 2lviWtt/f 
and  maJJ'acre.  — Ivan  and  Peter  declared^ joint 
fovereignsy  and  Sophia  regent. — Probable 
caufes  of  that  ren)olution.^^The  conduSi  of 
iSophfa  jujiified  from  various  ajperfons. — 
Hgr  fall  and  imprifonment . — Unjujily  accufed 
of  attempting  to  affaffinate  ^ tttx. -^Rebellion , 
of  ihe  Strelitz.^ — Defeated. — Fruitlefs  at* 
tempts  to  conviSi  Sophia  of  a  correfponiencc 
with  the  rebels. ^--'She  affumes  the  veiL^^-Her 
death. 

JL  HERE  is  fcarcely  any  portion  in  the  an- 
jials  of  this  country  more  important  than  the 
minority  of  Peter  the  Great,  and  no  chatrader 
more  grofsly  mifreprefented  than  that  of  his 
lifter  Sophia  Alexiefna,  who  governed  Rulfia 
during  that  period.  This  illuftrious  princefs 
united,  in  a  very  extraordinary  degree,  a  vari- 
ety of  perfonal  and  mental  accomplifhments ; 
but  as  (he   headed  a  party  in  oppofition  to 

Peter, 
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Peter,  the  idolatry,  which  has  been  univerfally 
paid  to  his  extenfive  genius,  has  greatly  con- 
tributed towards  diminifliing  the  luftre  of  her 
adminiftration. 

I  was  led  into  thefe  reflections  from  a  vifit 
which  I  paid  to  the  nunnery  of  Devitz,  in  the 
fuburbs  of  Mofcow,  where  Sophia  was  con- 
fined during  the  laft  feventeeri  years  of  her 
life ;  and  as  we  have  fcarcely  any  knowledge 
of  her  chara^er  but  through  the  medium  of 
her  adverfaries,  I  fhall  throw  together  a  few 
particulars,  which  induce  me  to  fee  her  con- 
dud  in  a  favourable  light ;  and  fhall  endea- 
vour to  refcue  her  name  from  that  obloquy, 
which  has  fo  unjuftly  pcrfccuted  her  me- 
mory *, 

Sophia 

*  Three  foreign  writers  have  principally  contributed  to  ren- 
der the  chara^^r  of  SophTa  extreuiely  odioijs. 

1,  The  firft  of  thefe  writers  is  Gordon,  in  his  Life  ofr  Peter 
the  Great.  But  his  teftiinony  is  in  this  inftance  extremely' ex" 
ceptionable,  as  well  on  account  of  his  notorious  partiality  to 
Pcrer»  as  bccaufe  he  was  particularly  prejudiced  againft  prince 
Vafiili  Galitzin,  Sophia's  prime  minifter,  for  having  degraded 
his  relation  and  patron  general  Patrick  Gordon.  See  Korb  Di- 
ariuai,  p.  216. 

2.  The  fecond  author  is  La  Neuville,  in  his  Relation  de  la 
Mofcovie,  who  dignifies  hiiufelf  with  the  title  of  envoy  from 
the  king  of  Poland  to  the  court  of  Mofcow  ;«and  is  generally 
fuppofed  to  have  been  refident  in  that  city  at  the  nme  of 
Sophia's  fall.  His  authority,  therefore  is  deemed  unqueftiona- 
ble  ;  and  the  enemies  of  this  princefs  have  not  failed  to  cite  it 
in  proof  of  ibeir  aifertions.  Any  perfon,  however,  in  the  leaft 
cOQverfant  with  the  hiftory  of  RulTia,  will  perceive  in  this  work 
the  grofTeft  contra  dictions,  and  the  nioft  abfurd  tales.  The 
author,  after  loading  the  portrait  of  Sophia  with  more  deceit 
gnd  cruelty  than  evei*  difgraced  a  Tiberius,  or  a  Csefar  Borgia, 
afiTedls  ihe  mo(t  perfect  knowledge  of  all  the  fecret  cabals  be- 
tween her  and  prince  Galirxin  :  he  declares  their  intention  of 
piarrying ;  of  re-uniting  the  Greek  and  Latin  churches;  of 
compelling  Peter  toaflume  the  n)on,aftic  habit,  or,  if  that  failed, 
pf  giTaJTinating  him;  of  declaring  the  childr<?n  of  Ivan  illegiti- 
mate ; 
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Sophia  was  born  in  the  month  of  October, 
1658.     Her  father,  Alexey  Michaelovitch,  tfce 

iecotid 

ma^te  ;  and  of  fecuring  the  throne  to  themfelves.  and  their  heirs. 
And  as  if  this  chimerical  proje^  had  been  thought  fvre  of  (bc- 
<ef«,  he  tddsy  that  prince  Galitzin  had  ftiU  furiHer  views  :  he 
hop^d,  that  by  re-unking  Ruflla  to  the  Ronsan  catholic  church* 
^e  fkould  be  able  to  obtain  the  pope's  permiifion  (if,  as  he  flat- 
tered himfelf,  he  Ihould  furvive  Sophia}  to  appoint  his  own  le- 
gitimate fon  his  fucceffor  to  the  throne,  in  preference  to  thofe 
whom  he  ihould  have  by  the  princefs,  while  his  wife  was  alive. 
But  fucb  abfurd  accounts  carry  their  own  refutation,  and  the 
V^riter  who  retails  thena  niuft  fure^y  deferve  no  degree  of  credit 
even  fliould  he  be  *'  le  temoin  occulaire,'*  as  Voltaire  ftyles  him» 
**  de  ce  qui  fe  pafla."  But  the  truth  is,  that  this  envoy  to  Mo^ 
cow  is  a  fuppoiititiotis  perfon:  the  author  was  one  Adrien  Baillct^ 
who  ftyled  himfelf  cje  la  Neuvilie,  from  a' village  of  that  name, 
in  which  he  wa«  born,  and  was  never  in  Ruflla.  The  Relation 
dela  Mofcovie  was  publiihed  at  the  Hague  in  1699$  ^^^  ^^^ 
fH'obably  compiled  by  the  author  from  the  vague  accounts  of 
fome  of  Peter's  adherents,  who  accompanied  that  monarch  into 
Norland  in  the  year  1697.  I  iliall  have  occaiioa  to  naentioia 
further  proofs  againd  the  authenticity  of  this  perforinance. 

See  Menkeni  Bibliothe<?a,  where  La  Relation  de  ta  Mofcovie 
it  mentioned  among  the  works  of  Adrien  Baillet.  For  an  ac- 
count of  that  atithor^  fee  Niceron  Homines  ilhiftres  ;  article  Ad. 
Baillet. 

3.  Voltaire  has  contributed  more  than  any  other  writer  to 
ipread  reports  injurious  to  Sophia  ;  but  the  truth  of  his  narrative 
of  her  rife,  admiuiftration,  and  tally  is  liable  to  the  ftrongeil 
objections  :  he  draws  many  fads,  urged  againft  Sophia,  from  i he 
work  of  the  fuppofcd  Poliili  envoy.  La  Neuvifle,  which  has 
been  jud  iliown  to  be  of  no  authority  ;  and  extra^s  the  ren:!:in- 
der  almoft  folely  from  certain  giemoirs,  which  being  tranfmiited 
to  hkn  by  order  of  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  Peter's  daughter, 
'would  naturally  throw  the  fev^reil  cenfures  upon  Sophia,  and 
adopt  all  the  mifr^prefen  tat  ions  of  her  adverfaries. 

But  the  violent  prepoflefllons  conceived  againft  the  memory 
of  this  unfortunate  princefs  begin  to  fubiide.  Muller  has  ven* 
lured  to  juftify  her  charadter  in  forae  inftances ;  the  author  of 
the  Antidote  to  the  Abbe  de  Chappes  Journey  into  Siberia, 
fyetiki  of  her  in  a  favourable  manner  ;  and  L'Evefque  has  evi- 
dently fhown,  that  her  chara6ler  has  been  grofslyniifreprefent- 
ed,  tha.t  flie  was  a  pfincei^  of  great  merit,  and  by  no  mean.«: 
deferving  of  the  reproaches  which  have  been  caft  upon  her 
condu6t.  I  had  already  finifhed  this  chapter,  as  well  as  the  lad, 
before  his  hiftory  made  its  appearance  ;  and  though  the  argn- 
zuents  of  that  judicious  hiftorian  had  no  fliare  in, forming,  they 
certainly  confirmed  niy  opinion  in  favour  of  Sophia.  , 


+7*      TB^AVfetg  i&4Td  ftt5feSIA.    B.III. 

iecond  fovcreign  of  the  lioufcof  Rowanof, 
was  twice  married  i  firft  to  Maria  llinitt:hn{i 
of  the  femily  of  Mflolaflki ;  fecbiidly;  to  Na- 
talia Ririlofna,  of  that  of  Nari&in:'  bf  the 
former  he  had  Fcodor,  Ivan,  and  feverai  prin- 
ccflbs,  among  whom  was  Sophi* ; '  iyf  the 
latter,  Peter  the  Great.  During  Mafia^fe  life, 
her  family  was  diftingtiiihed  by  Afe^^*/  and 
enjoyed  a  eonfidefable  influence!  y^BM^  after 
htt  deceafe,  and  upon  his  ma*rfe^ "  with 
Natalia,  their  power  was  ech'pfed  by  the  fu- 
perior  afC5endancy  of  the  Narifkins,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  confidence  and  favour  of  their 
fovcreigfi.'  Hence  two  parties  Were  formed  in 
the  court ;  and  perpetual  quarrels  took  place 
between  the  children  of  Alexey,  by  his  firft 
wife,  and  their  ftep-mother  Natalia,  During 
this  period,  Ivan  Michaelovitch  Miiolaf£ki, 
the  head  of  that  family,  endeavoured  fecretly 
to  undermine  the.Narilkins  :  he  attributed  to 
their  influence  that  the  taxes  were  increafed ; 
that  the  pay  was  withheld  from  the  foldiery ; 
and,  in  a  word,  reproached  them  as  the  au- 
thors of  all  the  grievances  which  were  urged 
againft  the  government  of  Alex^.  By  thefe 
and  other  artifices  he  laboi'  d  to  render  them 
unpopular ;  and  having  ga.  -  d  over  to  his 
party  a  large  body  of  Strelitss'*,  Waited  for 
a  favourable  oppbrtunity  of  executing  his 
defigns  -f-. 

Upon 

*  The  Ruilian  regiments  of  jfuards  irerc  ctlled  Strclitz,  or 
Streltfi,  until  they  were  fuppreffed,  and  che  name  aboiiihed»  by 
perer  the  Great. 

t  Sumorokof  s  Aufruehr  der  Strelitzen,  p.  4. 
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Upon  the  acceffion  of  P^ijdor  to  tho  tfew?B% 
his  relations,  the  family  of  Milolafflci^  yfc^ai^ 
fumed  their  former  importance,  and  the  N^-. 
rifkins  were  excluded  from  all  (hare  in  the  a'4- 
miniftration  (rf*  affairs.  r  ;:i     .. 

Sophia  had  gained  the  efteem  andk  afiedton 
of  her  brother  Feodor,  by  the  fuperj^rity  of 
her  xinderl^anding,  her  infinuating  addrefei 
and  unwearied  attention  during  the  ioog  iHr 
nefs  which  at  length  brought  him  prematureljr 
to  the  grave.  To  her  that  weak  prinjcei 
whofe  infirmities  rendered  him  unjfiti  tp  .go^ 
vern,  refigned  the  abfolute  direiSiofi  of  ^fFftijr8> 
and,  at  her  fuggeftion,  placed  his  folp  €^m&r 
dencc  in  prince  Vaffili  Galitzin,  a  m^blcman 
who  had  greatly  diftinguifhed  hiaifelf>  Aixideif 
the  reien  of  Aiex^y  Michaelovitch,  for  his 
political  abilities. 

Upon  the  demife  of  Feodor  without  ifluCj 
on  the  27th  of  April,  1682,  Ivan  his  brother, 
and  rightful  heir  to  the  throne,  was  excluded 
from  the  fucceffion  on  account  of  his  incapa- 
city, and  his  half  brother  Peter  was  declared 
tzar.  In  regard  to  this  event,  the  partisans  of 
Peter  endeavour  to  eftablifh  two  pofitions: 
I.  That  he  was  raifed  to  this  dignity  in  con- 
quence  of  Feodor's  exprefs  appointment ; 
and,  2.  By  .the  unanimous  voice  of  the  na- 
tion. 

I.  With  rcfped  to  the  firft  pofition,  that 
Peter  was  nominated  tzar  in  confequence  of 
Feodor's  •  exprefs  appointment,  when  we  con- 

llder, 

*  Feodor  avant  d*  expirer,  voyant  que  fon  frdre  Ivan,  trop 
difgraci^  de  la  nature,  6tait  incfipable  de  regner,  nomma  pour 
b^ritier  des  Rufl/rs  fon  fecond  frere  Pierre,  &c.    Voltaire. 
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iider,  that  Feodor  was  entirely  goyerned  by 
Sophia  and  his  own  family,  it  is  not  probable, 
that  he  ihould  ad  in  dired  oppofition  to  their 
interefis,  and  enfure^  by  the  nomination  of 
Peter,  the  adminifhxition  of  affairs  to  the  Na- 
Tifkins ;  and  this  flate  of  the  cafe  has  been 
lately  eflabl^ihed  by  an  hifiorian  *  of  unques- 
tionable authority,  who  informs  us,  after  the 
moil  authentiq  records,  that  Peter  did  not  owe 
his  elevation  to  any  declaration  of  Feodor  in 
his  favour,  but  merely  to  the  fuffrages  of  thoTe 
pcrfbns  in  whom  the  right  of  nominating  the 
fucceffor  was  veiled. 

2.  In  regard  to  the  fecond  pofition,  the 
unanimity  of  Peter^s  eledion,  MuUcr,  who 
has  explored  the  Ruffian  archives  with  a  view 
of  afcertaining  this  point,  can  fupply  us  with 
no  better  proofs  than  the  following  infor- 
mation "f*.  ^ 

"  Soon  after  the  death  of  Feodor,  all  the 
"  fervants  of  the  court,  the  officers,  and  ecck- 
•^  iiaflics,  who  were  then  at  Mofcow,  afTem- 
*^  bled,  in  the  palace  and  the  court  yard  to 
*'  kifs  the  hand  of  the  deceafed  monarch; 
^  after  which  ceremony  they  alfo  kifTed  the 
^*  hands  of  the  two  princes  Ivan  and  Peter, 
^^  the  former  of  whom  was  fixtecn,  and  the 
^^  latter  tpn  years  of  age.  The  ill  health  of 
"  Ivan,  the  hopeful  appearance  of  Peter,  and 
^*  the  well  known  prudence  and  virtue  of  his 

"  mother 


*  Prince  Sherebatof.  See  Bach.  Ruff.  Bib.  vol.  V. 
p.  250. 

t  Von  Peter's  cfes  Groffen  erftern  Gelangung  zum  Tiuon.  in 
Jour,  Pet.  for  1780. 
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'*  mother  J,  induced  all  who  were  prefent  to 
prefer  the  younger  to  the  elder  brother,  and 
unanimoufly  to  raife  Peter  to  the  throne. 
"  The  aftonilhing  quiet  and  unanimity  wifti 
"  which  this  important  affair  was  accomplifh- 
*^  ed,  feems  to  prove,  that  it  was  prccon- 
^^  certed  by  the  patriarch  and  principal  no- 
''  bility. 

The  patriarch  Joachim,  defcended  from 
a  noble  family,  was  at  the  head  of  this 
*^  tranfadtion.  As  foon  as  '  the  principal 
^^  courtiers,  ecclcfiaflics,  nobles,  ofBcers,  mer- 
**  chants,  and  a  great  concowrfe  of  people 
were  aflembled  before  the  imperial  palace, 
*^  he  demanded  of  them,  whom  they  would 
nominate  tzar,  Ivan  or  Peter  ?  The  queftion 
<«  was  extremely  unufualy  but,  being  juftified 
by  the  circumftances,  was  immediately  an-. 
*'  fwered  in  favour  of  Peter.  Probably  the 
party  of  Ivan  had  not  forefeen  that  a 
younger  prince,  who  was  a  minor,  would 
be  preferred  to  his  elder  brother,  and  were 
therefore  not  prepared  to  make  any  oppofition  to 
the  appointment  of  Peter. 

Two  contradictory  accounts  of  this  nd- 
"  mination  are  given  in  two  of  the  moft  au- 
^^  thentic  records  in  the  archives  of  Mofcow. 
The  firft  informs  us  that  Ivan,  as  the  eldeft, 
publicly  renounced  his  right  to  the  crown, 
*^  before  it  could  be  conferred  upon  Peter: 
^^  the  fecond  makes  no  mention  of  this  renun- 
^^  ciation,    but    afcribes    the    nomination   of 

"  Peter 
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^'  Peter   to  the   general  wifhes   of.  the    na- 
^'  tion." 

The  firft  record  in  the   office  for  foreign 
affairs  thus  relates  the  tranfaiSliDn. 

"  And  the  patriarch  Joachim,  and  the  me- 
tropolitans *  and  archbifhops,  and  all  the 
clergy,  and  the  Siberian  and  Kaffimovian 
princes,  and  the  Boiars  and  Okolnitfhi,  and 
^^  the  Dbumnie-Di^kij'and  the  Stoinics  and 
^^  Straeptfhi,  and  the  nobility  of  Mofcow,  and 
"  the  Shilitfi,  and  the  nobles  from  the  country, 
"  and  the  Ibldiers  and  Gofti,  and  the  merchants 
"  and  people,  entreated  the  princes,  Ivan  and 
"  Peter,  that  one  of  them  would  pleafe  to 
^*  afcend  the  hereditary  throne  of  Ruffia," 
&c. 

And  the  T^arovitch  Ivan  faid,  "  It  being 
advantageous  for  the  public  that  my  bro- 
ther the  Tzarovitch  and  gr-eat  duke  Peter 
fhould  afcend  the  throne  of  Ruffia,  becaufe 
^^  hh  mother  the  tzartna  Natalia  is  alive:  I, 
therefore,  the  t^arovitch  and  great  duke 
Ivan  refign  the  throne  to  the  tzarovitch 
and  great  duke  Peter,  And  the  tzar  and 
^  »great  '  daike  Peter  afcended  the  throne," 
&c. 

According  to  the  other  record,  which  is  ia 
the  Koffad's  Buch  [or  a  Journal  of  Occur- 
rences at  Court,]  "  the  patriarch  demands  of 
"  the  perfons  aflembled  lor  the  nomination  of 
"  the  new  fovereign,  whom  they  would  chufe 
*^  tzar,  Ivan  or  Peter. 

"  And  the  Stoinics  and  Sttaeptihi,  and  the 
nobles,  and  the  Diaki,  and  the  Shilitfi,  and 
^*  the  Dietiboiarfki,  and    the  Gofti^  aaid   the 
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*'  merchants  and  the  other  people  of  different 
*^  ranks,  anfwered  unanimoully,  that  the 
*.*  throne  of  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  great  RuC- 
^^  iian  empire  belonged  to  Peter  Alexievitch ;. 
*^  and  then  the  patriarch  addrefTed  the  Boiars^ 
Okolnitchi,  privy  counfellors,  and  principal 
perfons  belonging  to  the  court ;  and  the 
Boiars,  &c.  anfwered  unanimoufly.  The 
tzarovitch  ^nd  great  duke  Peter  is,  by 
the  choice  of  all  the  ftates  and  people  of  the 
Mofcovite  empire,  tzar  and  great  duke 
^*  of  aJl  Great,  Little,  and  White  •  Ruffia;* 
&c.  &c. 

We  may  remark  upon  thefe  extrads,  that  be- 
iiig  evidently  compiled  by  the  friends  of  Peter, 
even  if  they  did  not  contradift  each  other,  their 
authority  would  be  exceedingly  exceptionable  j 
nor  could  their  filence,  with  tefped  to  any 
oppofition,  be  confidered  ^s  a  fufficient  tcfti- 
mony  that ,  the  fuffrages  in  favour  of  Peter 
were  unapimous,  becaufe  his  adherents  would 
never  record  any  particulars  tending  in  the 
fmallefl  degree  to  invalidate  his  pretenfions,  or 
to  fupport  thofe  of  Ivan.  Befides,  when  we 
recoiled  the  power  of  thefiimily  of  Mololaf- 
iki  during  the  reign  of  Feodor,  the  influence 
which  prince  Vaflili  Galitzin  muft  have  ac- 
quired from  his  ofiice  of  prime  minifter,  aild 
particularly  the  infinuating  manners  and 
popularitity  of  Sophia,  all  of  whom  were 
bound,  not  only  by  the  flrongeft  ties  of  inter- 
eft,  but  even  for  their  common  feeurity,  to 
fupport  the  caufe  of  Ivan,  we  cannot,  with 
any  degree  of  probability,  fuppofe  that  the  no- 
mination of  Peter  w^as  as  unanimous  as  it  is 

reprefented. 
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r^refented.  And  indeed  it  is  certain*,  that 
a  nobleman,  named  Sumbalof,  abCblutely  cdb- 
je^cd  to  the  invalidity  of  the  election,  becaufe 
the  younger  brother  was  preferred  to  the  ci- 
der; that  his  remonfirance  was  followed  by 
thofe  of  many  others,  and  that  even  the  patri- 
arch Joachim,  who  is  efteemed  by  Mr.  Mnl- 
kr  a  ftrong  advocate  of  Peter,  foon  afterwards 
embraced  the  party  of  Ivan :  thefe  circumilan- 
ces  feem  to  imply  that  Peter  was  not  raifed  to 
the  throne  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  na- 
ticm,  and  that  the  fuffrages  c^  the  aflembly 
had  been /urprized  by  the  fecret  machinations 
of  the  Nariikins. 

Peter  however,  by  whatfocver  means  his 
ncmiination  was  obtained,  received,  as  fble  ib- 
VCTcign,  the  fealty  of  his  fubjeds,  and  the 
government  was  entrufted  to  his  mother  Na- 
talia. But  this  flate  of  affairs  was  of  no  long 
duration:  the  party  in  oppofition  to  Peter 
was  ftrong  and  powerful ;  his  ^diion  was 
not  as  yet  confirmed  by  the  whole  body  of 
Strelitz,  who,  to  ufe  the  fpiritfcd  expreffion  of 
a  Ruffian  author,  poffeffed  above  14,000 
armed  votes  -f-  •,  and  their  peculiar  iituation  at 
this  important  jundure  rendered  them  £t  in- 
ftruments  of  a  new  revolution. 

Jufl  before  Feodor's  demife,and  even  while 
that  monarch  was  at  the  point  of  death,  nine 
of  thefe  regiments,  quartered*  at  Mofcow, 
having  tumultuoufly  alTembfed,  demanded  re- 
drels  of  the  ill-treatment  they  petended  to 
have  received  from  their  colonels,  and  an  in- 

ftant 

•  Sumorokof,  p.  55— S 7* 

+  1 41 98  bewafFnete  ftimme.     Smnorokof,  p.  19. 
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Itdtit  difcharge  of  aB  their  arrears.  Pfinc?e 
C^eorge  Dolgorxtcki,  their  chief^  ordered  on^  <^ 
the  Tin^tmcT^  ^o  be  ferzed,  and  having  con- 
demned him  to  be  ftripped  for  the  inflidion  of 
the  knoot,  an  imimedaate  inforretSlion  was  the 
confeqtrence  5  the*  execu'tionens  were  infultedy 
and  the  prifoners  relcued  *.  On  the  day  fub- 
feqnent  to  the  interment  of  Ifeodor,  the  foW 
diers  proceeded  in  a  iarge  body  to  the  Kremlin, 
and  prefented  a  petition  againft  nine  of  their 
colonels,  who  being  delivered  ^to  them  by  the 
miniftry,  as  the  otaly  means,  of  appealing  the 
tnmnlt,  they  wiere  pabHcly  whipped  and  dif- 
charged  f.  Ivan  Milolaffki  inflamed  the  diC- 
contents  of  this  mutinous  body;  and  though 
he  was  confined  to  his  chamber  by  a  pretend- 
ed ficknefs,  he  yet  contrived  to  hold  feveral 
interviews  with  the  ringleaders,  who  ^flertibled 
at  night  in  his  palace.  Sophia  «  alfo  accufed 
of  being  prefent  at  thefe  meetings  j  of  diftfi-^ 
buting  money  to  the  principal  infurgents  *• 
arid  of  exafperating  them  againft  the  family  of 
Narrikin.  On  the  morning  of  the  15th  of 
May,  a  report  being  fpread  that  Peter  was  not 
unanimotjlly  eleded,  the  drums  beiat  to  arms 
by  order  of  Ivan  Milolaffki,  and  the  Strelitss 
being  tumultuoufly  alfembled,  two  perfons  of 
his  pai^y  entered  their  quarters,  crying,  **  The 
hour  of  vengeance  is  at  hand,'  Ivan  Alcxie- 
^  VJtchjis  ariaffinkttid,  and  the  -Narilkins  are 
^  niaftets  6f  Ituffia.  Revenge  the  murder  of 
^  the  t2aro\ntch/'  The  foldiers,  being  in- 
named  fo  fury  By  thefe  exclamations,  marched 
•  '  inftan- 


*  Qodon,  p.  70.  t  Ibid.  p.  72  ;  and  Vch.iire. 
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ioftaiilflineDiifly    with    dnwoft    batang  -  and 
cokmrs  flying  ta  ds  Kiniiiini  toUoi  ilw  :gi:eac 
facU,  forrouiided  the  pahoe^  and  itemanrtryitbc 
tniton  who  bad  aflaffioatcd  Ivan ;  althou^ 
the  tzarina  immerfiatdy  {m^dueed  bolh  Ivan 
and  Peter,  yet  they  weee  not  appeaibd»  twt 
vehemently  called  alond  for  the  execution  ^ 
the  Nariikins,  whofib  ambitioo  And-  tyiani^ 
would  entail  ruin  upon  their  ooimtry^  addisig, 
that  although  Ivan  had  hitherto  c&aped  thek 
machinaticmsy  be  was  yet  in  danger  of  being 
aflafliiiated  at  ibme  future  period; '.and  their 
fury  was  flill  further  augmented  by  a  rumour 
induibriouily  circulated^  that  Ivan  Nariikin^ 
the  brother  of  the  tzarina,   had. .  iei^ed  the 
diadem  and  royal  robes.     In  the  midfi  o£  th^ 
tumult,  one  of  the  officers  ventured  to-h.ar 
rangue  the  foldiers:    he  aifurefi  them,:  that 
Ivan  Alexievitch  was  in  perfed  (afety ;  thajt 
all  their  grievances  fhouLd  be  redreiTed  ^  and 
exhorted  them   to  difperfe.     This  harangue 
feemed  to  make  a  fenfible  imppefiton^   and 
the  tumult  was  fnbiiding ;  when  prince-DoIr 
gorucki  imprudently   threatened  them  with 
the  fevered  punifhment  for  their  mutiny  and 
rebellion  :  inflamed  by  this  ill-timed,  menace^ 
they  feized  the  prince,  hurled  him.  into  the 
air,  received  him  upon  their  pikes,  and  hew* 
ed  his  43ody  to  pieces.     This  aflaffinati^n  was 
but  the  prelude  to  a  more  general  mafTacre, 
which  took  place  in  the  Krcmlip,,^nd  indif- 
ferent parts  of  Mofcow,  and  continued  during 
three  days  without  intermiiGon.     It  would  be 
needlefs,.  as  well  as  ihocking  tbhumaAity,  to 
enter  upon  a  detail  of  all  the  murders  com- 

.  .  ..,  r   mitted 
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mitted  by  thisiswi&fs  fiibUe  ^filmflMeimA 

the  tS8m»ptlid:a^leiii^.i^ 

to  the  ififurgeift^^leU^riS^  to.  thidii>;fi»iy ^  hvt 

fevcral  perfein^  %3o;i]ttati8.iiii|iopultr;fV'€iiB 

as  theifokttti^'Werer  mnied  altno^  ti(>  :si»4iieii8 
fcy  ]nt4>xkMid£iv  tbeihosifes.of.ti&aiij'cHiMi^ 
were  pl¥iiid«»dy  'and  the  dtj  liodm^^MDt  ^a 
gencrahiHlkge,  :    J  .:.      /        :* 

In  crdeisto^lofe  tbishoisria  fccn«>tlie  prin- 
crpal  ndbki  afiembfed*  on  the  i8th  laf  may> 
and,  bf  a  ixyet^promife^  between  th^  tmope^r-^ 
ties,  tvflb  andiPfcter  were  declared  joinie  iove* 
reigns^  but  as  Ivan  was  judged  izM^pablo^ 
govemiiig/and  Peter  waiin'his  minicirityy  the 
ad m migration  of  a^rs  was  veHed  iti  th4 
hands  of  Sophia.  Hence  condniidas  have 
4>een  drawn  unfavourable  to  that  pfrtncefsi 
ifae  is  aec^^  of  having  for  fame  time  main- 
tained a^  ftct^t  intelligence  with  the  tinglead* 
crs  of  the  Stifielitz ;  of.  exciting^them  by  felfo 
reports  W  !revdll^  of  otderifig  money  and*  fpl* 
rituous  M<^u6fs'^  tt)  be  d^ftribtited  affloflg  the 
foldief^,-^«lid  eWeHvofr.  deli  veiling  ^'  then^.  a 
M  ^^^ftwpjkibles AvlMtni  &«  hiiifd  profe^bedi 
All  i)^  a^fbd^ilam'  maUgiy^n%  ii^terp^etedc 
when^^*Wn^Jiffe.fiiki«  >vra  elecu^ioa,  .(h<e 

•*  ma  mi  iffirlmtf  yr4tMAnt^ 

•*  aux  profcripiions^ae  oylla  pt  des  iriDmvns  de  Rome.  Who- 
ever Wirat^miy^dn^l^-iJhtfU<:i:o«fk  'of  the  '^liftijfig  ililL0«ci« 
ID  Gordon,  tw  !<;veji  rpvVoIl^re^i^iil  find-  that  the, fury  of  the 
Strelitz,  except  againft  the  Narilkins,  was  more  dire^led  by 
chance  th«n  by  den |r a. 


48^    i3^A^^siKT@m^ja»A.  ^mm- 

patriarcji:  to  ^imef^(lf<fi9r  ^rH£j^i<i|)^«i9d)/yb9 

iftop  tKe  fury  t^,  .^be^liU^UiZ}  .APx^jStt^voHntit 
4u£t;y-  j^jy,  that    t}Hft.scbs9p«^R<:>cf«a|.lifHd)r 

(ip||o«d^^9d  that  flM^feQretljr^eoitQfieti^l^fiafp 

famnation)  though  ihe  outwardi)^.:fitji9(SteflQ||o 

H}tcr<?pd«. Jfor  bimt.  >  :)r.  -  ,  ..:  j-a  jr  ai  lud'' 
. .lUppn-tliis  fuppofitipiifth^  wfafolel^^ij^u^^f 
So))lvia.  .implies  Iwch  *  4e^p>la^  Iclfa^e^&C^hoe^ 
po^rifjr,  aj;tificc,.  andj  rcveflgp,.iMjvfte^".:fiPHll« 
adapted,  to  a  potitif;iai|.  .^rOWQ,::gr9]$!  tkifoiM 
iquity,  ^  Joiig-^a<S^iM^^4?tihk»lt^)Qf.jSb(fc 
tio{if .  than  to  a  prinJoe^H  iik^r.  SepliUAt  :<9lli^t)3 
Uio  ajth.y«ar  of  hcr.a^ge,  r-r-:.  ?jr.~:  r.  -.-ir.tE: 
Upon  ^yicwiog >  thp-;C^H/«0  jy?hicb..  Ie<iat» 
this  jf volution,  Xh^y^.m^y.^^AfMci  ^oitkc^ 
yeral£Vff>^s  in  th?  fseigitofgAk^ipy'^Mi^slMfcSJ^ 
vitpn,|ofig  before  %]5)h».fead.;the4ia^,jidb? 
«hce> jfi)  {xditiiEal  a^iff,  an$l.  part{§]|}a||y  :&em 
th^  4ojOI«^  f0Tt»dft-|fl!  the.impe«taltifBnilj&}->ft 
aH»cip^8  f  lib  that  t^  Jlrii  jnUjrtfl^<?Q()<»Htih« 
Stff  li^a^  wa$  cafual  ^  th^l.  it ,  w»»  !$p<fp^lfesif d.l(^ 
i:hc,piw^«  of  pay,:.«id  the  fkpfipmiUsittiLQi 
thi^  cpl^n^)  aiid  c«uiot  >vith,t^  M^^glne 
of;pqn]ii)a|bilitY»  be  ii^pted  to  tftifaii^ftigWWirfrf' 

^pblpife  ^P^  thBt,t})^«fetfti5K>/;c^jftRferBbe 

liccufoS/^^  ^  th»  IQO^  nWi|»Wity!«t§5pret 
totioii  of  ,|teJ  <«todiii,^  fff  »vi|i.Ul^j6firfe^i^ 
tnstinutitiy  to  procure  it|ie  eledion  of  Ivan. 
But  thefe  is  ftirely  a  wide  difierence  between 
affef ting  the  intuftiee'of  t]ii«  i6sc1ti!lptfit  ftonii  Che 

■>■■-  ':'■■     ,*'  .>•■-  .inrone> 

t  Gordon,  fttt.  t  Siunorokof. 


e«bl(Jlo^^'4nflEitt)i&g  t6^teklipie{k  tht  ftirjr'bf  il 
d}ra^aiid^fddi^^,-  d'Hd  'CsAvaij  leading -ihcftii 
ftoiSi''  «rt&ffiibiltori  to  ■  tf^ffihation  «.'  Ah5^^ 
a^y  u^^lfl^fisiMe  tabkl^  Wefe  refally  eri)]^ytd 
©noUiiH^xAfiori ;  why^'fliotild  the  whoKJ  iAkmt 
l»t(itaid^tff)dii  {Ibjj^idi  atld  why  are-  faei-  fxtlU 
'Bi6tio'<hta6i$6A'dtivrh  tous  wit^^  niah)r'hesvy 

But  is  it  not  mote  feai^hable  to  foppbfe  that 
l<^aii ;  Mitelaftkii  whOias  wc  hare  bcfbre  ob-i 
%{rdd/-h&d'  li^ed  a  fti:ong  party  agaii^  the 
}#£(rfiki«if,  •  even  duriilg'  the  reign  dF  'Alex'iy 

Michaclovit^  fliouldi  in' bdjttjttnaioa  HfHtK 
hffe  fcirhlly^' take  ad-vantfagft  of  this  feditiito  o^ 

tlie^Steelk'ajy  with  whoto  W  had  loh|''fentcr-i 

tained  a  fecret  intelligence,  and  that  iSbphis^ 

Wa«  btit  thcf  oftcnfibie  inftrutpcnt  ctf  tHeii-  de- 

%n3t  In  ii-w^ord,  thslt  ihe  was  raifed'f*,  the 
regeney  fey  the  cabals  of  a  powerftiF  '^rty; 
who  foHjfeW  their  dwtl  iro  in  and  the^  ad Wht^ J^, 
meat  of- tftelr  rivals  iii  the  nom5ff4tS6rf  of 
Petef  J  aad'  who  held  forth  the  tinlUKi^able 
*i^ts  of  Wan  to  this  Ircerftious 'body  'm,^the 
hii<fiV  df'&tt  ih(uri«dioh.'  ■  ^satajSlfes  ^riliiot 
Wanting  ito"  prove  that  tiio  Incja^citj^^^^^n 
^Mi  iib  bar  to  ^his  fcldaiotf  r  a  %ftfe6r9bl«  ih- 
ftanccfwtts  cJthibitcd  1ft  llie  perilbh  cif  l^^or 
lvaniiJVit«hVWh(J  not^l^ftaiidiiig'^hiS  appite 
ittib^mt^,  Wai  fftifedtd  fife  airoheAnffa-Te- 
|ei»iyi'«tit£afied  With  ^^admihMt^dh^  of 

tire,  U  pfincefle  Sophie,  ^i  /rf  ammaiifous  Mn,  pwt^Ui  tinduiri 

'-   '..  n   .     :  -^  -r  '^  •*'•  ^'*  ' 
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afiairs  * :  and  it  mnft  alfo  be  confidcred,  that 
Pfter,  then  only  in  his  Seventh  year,  had  not 
a^rded  any  inftances  of  that  vaft  fnperiority 
of  underftanding,  which  afterwards  marked 
his  chara^er ;  and  that  his  mother^  who  was 
to  fway  the  reins  of  empire  was  a  perfon  of  no 
experience,  and  extremely  unpopular.  Nor  is 
it  matter  of  furprize  that  the  care  of  Ivan  and 
the  government  fhould  be  committed  to  Sophia: 
The  vidorious  family  would  naturally  chODle 
a  regent  devoted  from  interefts  and' inclination 
to  their  party,  a  perfon  of  imperial  lineage,  po- 
pular manners,  refpedable  character,  arid  great 
abilities ;  and  all  thefe  requifites  centered  in 
Sophia. 

However  authors  may  have  cenfured  the 
ambitious  defigns  of  Sophia,  they  unanitpduily 
concur  in  delineating  her  engaging  manners, 
the  beauties  of  her  perfon  -f-,  the  vigour  and 
wifdom  of  her  adminiftration,  and  hef  exten- 
five  plans  of  reformation  for  the  advantage  of 
her  country. 

Sophia 

*  S,  R.  G.  vol.  V.  p.  19. 

t  Wcbcr,  th€  Hanov^ian  envoy,  at  Su  Pctcifburgh  in  the 
beginning  of  this  century,  fays  of  Sophia,  •'  The  tzar  was  frc- 
**  quently  heard  to  declare,  that  excepting  her  inordinate  am- 
*Vbition,  that,  excepting  her  inordinate  amhition,  fhe  was  ft 
*•  princefs  of  p^r^/7//fr/o«tf*/ and  mental  accomplifhoients."  Ver. 
RufT  Voir.  I.  143.  •    •     ; 

VoUaifc,  in  a  Very  fplrited  portrait,  clofes  it  by  faying,  **  nnt 
*^  figure  OigreahU  relevoit  tons  fes  talons."  Pcrr^  defcribes  her, 
at  the  time  of  the  revolution,  as  a  ham^omi  young  lady-,  ti^^n 
upwards  of  23.  He  came  itjto  Ruflla  fn  170a,  1^0  y^ftrs  before 
her  death  ;  and  though  he  never  faw  her  himfelf,  on  account  of 
her.imprliToninent,  he  mud  ha^  known  many  petfo»s  who  had 
been  ()erfoniaI!y  acauainted  with  her.    Perry'iS  State  of  Ruflia, 

p.    143.  .-•»*.-.-    ^..  .     :.  '.,.'.•;•  ..^ 

Stnioroirof  iAy%  of  her,  that  Ae  poiTeHed  a  good  undeWlandfng 
zni  great  beauty,  '*  Sie  befats  grofleo,  verAand  uiid  grofle^ 
*•  fcho^enhcit,"  p.  10.  ' 

Mafny 
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Sophia  repo fed  her  plrincipal  cbhfidcnce  m. 
prince  Viflili'  Galitziq,  commdnly  known  by, 
the.  name  of  the  Great  Galitzin,  a  mcjift  able  riir-^ 
nifter,  and  confummate  politician.     The  fcaii- 
dalous  chronicle  of  thole  times,  or  rather  of  a 
later  periodV  attributed  her  partiality  for  this: 
minifter  to  a  fofter  paffion,   though  he  was 
above  fixty  years  of  age ;  and  her  enemies, 
have  not  even  fcrupled  to  declare  *  that  (he 
had  farmed  thie  plan  of  affaffinating  the  two 
t^ars^  ufurpihg  the  throne,  and  of  elpoufing 
princq  Galitzin,  who  was  to  obtain  a  divorce 
from  his  vtife;  but  this  calumny,  as  it  ris  not 
founded  on  the  leaft  fubftantial  evidertce,  de- 
lerves  not  to  be  refuted- 
• '  Sophia •'f*  has  been  alfo  accufed,  not  only  of 
neglediing  the  education  of  Peter,  but  of  \n^ 
taroducing  him  into  the  company  of  thcmoft 
profligate  young  men,  and  of  encouraging  his 
propienlity  to  every  fpecies  of  excefs  which 
might 'enervate  his  frame,  weaken  his  under- 
ftanding,  and  render  him  averfe  to  btifincfs. 
This  calumny,  however,  has  been  amply  re- 
fated  by  Mr.  Mullerj,  who  has  ihewn  from 

unqueftionablc 

Many  oiK^r  lauU^ons  might  be  qjjpted'  to  the  Oame  -purpofe^ 
-but  as  there  is  nothing  which  pariy-malice  will  hot  invent  to 
^epfecia-le^nr^bnoxious  chara£ter«the  fuppofititiotisPoliili  eriv^y 
LftiJ^qii;(fiUe  has  oJifreprefentfii  her  perfon  as  o>«<^h  as  her  con- 
dii§>  ia  th%  .follo«y|ng  extraordinarjr  paflage:  **  Sophie  dont 
•*  Telpnt&.le  iqerite  ne  tiennent^rien  dela  thffonmti dtjon  corpse 
**  etant  Junegrojfeur  tMnfiruiufe^  a<v€c  unt-tete  large  comma  un  hoif- 
*^  Jkau^  du  p9iiau  yifftgi^  det  hups  auxjanAes  &  a.u  mains  40  ans  ; 
V  msLis  1k^l^nAtpieJf  failie  efiJat\gr^jComr(e^  ^^rojf^rf  autant  foa 
^*  efpriteft  fin,  delife  &  politique  &  Taps  avoir  jamais  lu  Machi-, 
**  avei,  «lljeipo(rede,nai:?irelUm|»nt  tqutesi  fcs  m^ximes,"  &c. 
p.  15-1.    ,..  '.'/      '  '-'•'.• 

♦  Gordon,  p.  86. 

+  Voltaire. 

i  Journal  of  St,  Pet,  Mar.  1778,  p.  168,  169- 
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unqucftionaWc  a\ith6ri«y/  \  fHat-«I^tti^^iA&H| 
Pteter  had  two  differerit  tiotrrtd  ;  tlifititfeft  c*jw 
cation  of  the  latter  yf^9  ibleiy  ent^tJkaftjto^s 
iiiothcr;  ind  that  if  inAprop^r  •  j[Jdrftinfii«reriJ 
placed  dbout  him,  the  blame  fftttft^^iflll^t^BWi 
bef/atid  tibt  upon  S<^ial  WHh^rdpfaapitb 
his 'propenfity  to  dri«ItiBg,  that  ^4^T(Was:reiti 
trefticflf :  coinmon  in  RisiHa,  aad*  prii^  ^affik^ 
4Sallti5iA  alone  was  ^i'r^m/arkabte-'fliit^iii^i^^ 
tjrktf  as;  the  favotiritt^  of  Petery  l^^ci^t ^osaA 
Boris  €kilitftin,  ifrere^  ridlofioufe  fob  tliMrrrni*- 
tempbranee.  "  Le  Foil/'  feys  i  tw^iier;;  who 
^ias  in  ^Livonia  when  the  tsar  attdfAw^foitfc 
paiTed  through  that  country  iti4ii«<fiiifc<jairo- 
^ty'to  Holland,  **  is  a  man  of  i^^Oi^vtnda^ 
^^'  ififlndiAg  i  very  per(b6&bk^engai|giti^^4d^ 
*<  tertarnidg  j  a  true  Swifs  for  probity  ^siut  boaK 
<*  very,  but  chiify  for^  d>ir)t>f iW^/  '  6^ 
H^  ire  klept  every  where  with  trainf^rtMril 
.^y  niufic,  attended  with  feaftiv^  ^W^  exofiS^ 
-^  dicrnfctiig^  at  if  his  t^aHih  ni^d%ikftd  been 
*^  another  Bacchus.  I  have  ridtt^t(^lfihai 
5*f  :iiich  hard  drinkers  j  it  is  not  poflible  to  ex* 
"  prefi  it,  and  they  boaft  of  it  as  a  mighty 

,  Tbu»  then  it  appears  that  Peteruhftd aexftm-* 
'p\6t  '(rff  Jntemperirice  ih^  hts ^<Jwfi- hdtfftitoK. 
,  .aoa.  ].t  .wjU  baraly  be  fuppofed.  <DDa6  L«  >£ort 
-  '^as"  tbe?'  «reMtire  «5f  Sttfihia:  ;'^fw;^W»d^ 
^  jjajiiebiqp^  of.  fuch '  yiruieait\accufuiii^6y;iJip 

'^^^'diffa  ft^e^rf  it  hfs,'  Vi^to  hevfr  ar^  any  hWe%^towJ?fc.«ch. 

'^'«^4!igiift%-mictoaii  affrf  iirgenrouV 
Uf^ot  Pcrcr.  :  ' 

§ 'Account  pf  Livonia,  p.  295^« 


aii^  «ltdj0irtipi*li^  ;tP5^tl»,  charge  tljafrift« 
thoii^fAlStiii^le^..  pMI;^i  intended ,  «jfc»3 jif^f. 

4ijiooii(i  fei  fpl^iAS  of.ifljjs^an^shpljTiandL.^fifp^ 

tfeatEBODrdS^d;  .^ttppOraltWdUQr?.  77T^«kof(^p#t 

ei'dkS^I'daJtQrtittW©©  JBifbw  'foflEMly*  >*ft>y^ls«hffei 

4iiniiuibB4o^s  ^p^^grawnftroogcr,  -bptljjgveil'^K^ 

<tihtlxiffnfook  ?bi»i.    ^vicjus  to-^^nprtttftefc, 
!tho'ii»l{u|»}KvgK?!n$^cefft0!i  ^  fs|va^ih|f«f)ofe  this 

•ondnosidefpd  ttnt!  <bp  sterrot  :.«?€  *ttiwbo  .^- 
•fCDteifte;f|ik»fif:  ,Tfae  ^tflpgMir  with  xwhiph  the 

aaidEjr,it»{6om,irio.i«liance  «»^c. Qvi^qi^rthdn 

t<Qft«i>(g»  tad  Cwi«|»Jli3*5rv<li^Jpfitii«i/df'»P«ter 


ip^biaRt  £c<MttaWs  UulOWin* 

•  «e- 

3.^»Lf|T«iait  douceuient.    Cetait  comme'  un  oharme,  qui  ^affiup-' 
'■'  iffaii  en  peu  de  minutes.     Pour  ne  pas  trovbler  (cm  ftnmnl^ 


-'  .t! 


V 


r   «    f-r   7.7'.f 


4«8-    TKKmLsm^(^  worn  A. 

.  Bat  ie  is;  time  to  liraee  the'pii»j[Aitc:ax^!M 
which  contributed  to)  the  fall  ^n&  irtipci&y^i^ 
ment  of  Sophia.     Ttet  princ^fsy  to  whdtii' 
Ivan  had  fnrrendered  the  abfolute^diradtion 
of  affairs,  affumed  <  fome '  eie ter ior  * '  Imar k$  '  of: 
homage,' which  feem  to  have  b€6n^hithe*tD^ 
»ppr6priat6d  only  to  the  fovefeigtts^f  Ruffia:  • 
While,  the  heads  of  her  two  hticAh&n  w&e^ 
imprefTed  on  one  (ide  of  the  coins^  her  iMdlgej 
arrayed  with  the  crown,  fceptre,  and  imp^iatl 
robes,  ;wasftamped  upon  the  r6i?ferfif ,  inall 
the  ppblio  afts  her  name  was  added  to  theifig- 
nfiitnreof  the  two  tzarsjf'j.and  ihe  appeared  in 
procelSons  decorated  with  all  the'etnfigns  of 
royalty^T:  circtimftaniJes  which  riaturaily  gave 
umbrage; to  the  rival  femily,  and  afforded a^ 
fpe€i<^ias  pretence  for  inveigMng  againft^ier  atb- 
bitiottis  ddfigns.  '  ^  ' • : 

Peferks  he  advanced  in  years  aiKi:  felt  him^ 
fdf  born^  for:  einpire,  could  not,  v\rithoot  -great 
dif&tisfaaion,  behold  ftil  thepowe«  lddg(;d  im^ 
the  hands  of  a  rival  party;  ftiil  Airtber.ieii-^ 
couraged  by  his  mother  and  her  adHcrentSf,  hei 
daifned^  (hare  in  the  admini(batk)n  of  ^f-^ : 
■-    J'i'      '  '  •      •  ^   ■'  '   ^fkirst 

Balt^vitz  in6u(f  H,  M.  IX.  p.  294.  -     ^    .. 

StTHfegV  €ffeas  of  poifon'^ven  inhw  iiifstncy; !  Thoi^  4f^i^ 
have  been jufcd  to  fe^  fftfofi»inf  epibept-ic  its;  wH^  f^\j^  ^itAiWfj  i 
all  the  eiFeds  of  that  diforder  fron>  the  words  ia  Italics., 
Bi/liop  Burnet  lays,  **•  that  he  was  (ubje^  to  conviiffiv^'  mb^ions ' 
'''ailoiret!kift,bod.y«  aiwi  tbat^£is  l^dieeiittxl;tobi;ikffaSBdixnth 

**  theie  '*  '  ^  t  \  »        .         rr 

t.She  Hid  not  fign  hef  name  in  the  public  decrees  untir  1687." 

BufLHif.Mag.  V.l.  p.9. 

X  Thefe  circum(bincesc^9iyoti^iI^7a^ddigii<£fD&rping'the  ^ 

vcreign  authority  ;  for  (tie  was  only  accufed  even  by  jJct  vnent^ 

cC,(ecf e|ly  .iy>nffinng.«iigainft  Pttfr»  and  ntH  of  aa  ofoR  tttorau  to 

fel;(0i  tb^i  crawQ. 


fair&v  and  t took hk,feat»  ^bor  the  ArSbtimt^^n 
the 'piivyc^iinciU  on  *iae  t^sth-of,  Jaaaar^i 
i6S{iv^ndun  tbeeightc^entii  year  o£  his  ai^Swt 
Sophia^ though  oawiUing  Ao  n^gn  aagr.  pwl^' 
oTnh«(i:'«utho«?ity>  aonld  n6t  ^withhold  Jhei  ijqihi  > 
iiftt ;  ^ biit ,  asM  Peter^s  fpirit.was  albence  con?-! 
trouli'ihe  availed -herfclf  of  fome  yiolcotrad^i. 
teax)a/tioji5  .tewhieh  p^iflcd'.  between:  theta,>aiidr 
contrivied4j<).e?:clnde  him,  ibf»  the  fntmc^fimmi 
a  feat  in  the  cxiuncil.     From  this  period  tW 
dttflentions  between  them  arofe  to: £9.  great  ^an^ 
height,  as  to  threaten  aoOpen  rupture  ;;jind' 
the  fall  of  one  feemed  neceifary  to  the  iecarttf 
of ^the  other  ^i  .       . 

Things  ^entaihed  in  this  Hate .  of  jealbttfy 
aod  variance^  until  the  month  of  Septesr^ber^ 
1^9 i  when  the  afpiriag. genius  of  Peter  ae<t 
quired  the  ^fccndancy,  and  fecurcd  hh  nmdit: 
vided  authority  by  the  fall  and  imprHonnsbetit 
of  iSophia:v    .By  the  advice^  of  Boms-QaUtziD 
and  the  Niariflcins,  Petec  refolved  to^^rreftfhis  • 
iifter,  aM  to  feize  the  scrns :  of .  gO^irotfoncittf :!  r 
aod  it  isiariTerted  hf  hi»'adherttit^*)r5  fh^  Sc^ 
phia  find/  prince  Vaffili^  Galits^iB^  .apfn-its^idf 
his  V  kitcntiofts^   determined  to   prevent  their 
own    ruin    by    his  afTaflination ;    that  they 
had   gained   over  the   chief  of   the  ;15f relitz. 
and  a   corps   of  600  men,  and  had  a^ually 
commiffioned '  them  to^  perpetrate  that  infa- 
mous deed^    .       r      '    .. 

Peter. had. retired  to  fleep  at  his  palace  of 
Preobafhenlki  near  Mofcow.  when  .  two  t  of 

:     the 

t  If  ktTcmtakMe,:thkt  tb»^  fapit: ftbvf  cf  two  cofif|^tdfs  who 
were  engaged  to  airalTmate  Peter,  but,  repenting,  ditc^M^red  tbt ' 

plot. 
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at  their  icrime^.  i|uiMed  thmj^omo^pfaoi^^nfi^^^ 
liE^ieiicd;  teithc*  yoang  leeir  ^^ith  tt^  Mif{3^^ 
tioo  tbat  a  body  at  &twlH^,rWCte.;ii}|MRr(f^^ 
iiiict5aiL<kxaff2tffina*e;him-  Xho  f^&3fi  &g||^lA$» 
fl|dd^i:^£hkli  Pelaer  r^fufed  to.givQ.  ^r^ditoWlthftlv 
f^iorr^  iuntil  k  w^s  oonfirmed  hy 
zhi  and  one  cf^fataritixicleg^  whomiho^A 

taiifpSlrotoEs  WMi  aiije^idy  fo  nMP^'  tbal/te  htA 

flan tly >  proceiedcd  to  ^  (be-  con^^^ni  M  i  th^lHfily 

abroad,  troops  flocked  to  him  froj^^i  ^^ 
tms9i^ad^hi>^&ich  numbers^.  >tbat;  ^i^  i jlh<>jf{^ce 
cfothibti^zy^'  he  badaQialrmyi^ofidMW^goorAftm 
tiitdfifri bis  4Qonitn8iKl^ rand  found' hiffl/blf^i| 
iihocddti>td::g^7e£kw:  ta  tbc  oppofitevpwrr^j^jv 
•  I  In^b^meamtiibd  [&ophi.ai  ia^ai  fi^  ^ vtbt 
aiitniDft,  coiifiexnaliion)  ?  deni^  tail|  mt^^toiirifi 
a)pich}?the  tc^fpirsBborsvexprci&d  dt^evB^o^ 
iiarrar  sR  iheic  ^Irttnipt  ridifpaticbed  •lepealxd 
^eilli^i  td  iier,iH|>ther  to  |iiili|yr^  ij^rf  ^C(Hi^ 
3i^&i^  «b(li6vett  fet  off  in  perfon  <  to  ai&i^  Jmr 
ifinocaice^i^but  was/ ordered  t/oj[itrtmt^:wii^ 

vnubX/*--.    '  -  .-^••— ^  •'  ^     '   -  »••*  ^•■-  .>i; 

JHfif/,  ff«HnftY?.ilb8andipg  tfife,ij^ejligcace^he'Jccciyfiri.&Oin;<li? 

court- of  PeterlVurgh,  can  oiily  give  usi  the  foltdwiffg'  Icaniy  iniFbr- 
^latrori  :  ••  La*  NeuviHe  rtfident  alors  d  Mofctno^  et  ttmnn  Kuiairt  dt 

**  ce  qui  ft  pajjmy  prtitnd  q/ue.  Sophie  et  Galiizin  engagerent  Ic  noi^ 
/i^iveaaidiefxlerf  §t»dliu  a  .l^ud;  ^^rjjkr'  U^f  jfUhfQ  ^9^t%-  i|,pftaift  au 

••  moins  que  rjX''(5eat  dje'cbivStfie^t*  dfe,v[aie,i^f3;>i^p^^ 
r^' fonner*^  rbe^'mctnofm  .fepretAt^  rq«ierM^C6>!VilFvde  l^iigv^pfi^v^^^s^ 
t.'V.airiiciiit.qjie-le>pan3Peroil!jprisT*>dfe  ti^er  Piesffo  ^i^qw^r?^  jtS^lfrOPp, 
■J^^ditfft  ifetre  poTtei  el-  la ^Ruf^e  ibjfti^ -privs^r  ijan9ji^4f|rJiafj|K>¥i^U^, 


feadeasr  dip  die  nititiny.   Sato  afterwatdii  J?i3te£ 
hM^f^i^f^ircad  to  tha  i^apital:  the  pri 
didii))ifators,  being  tortuted  in  his  prnfeoce; 
£Okifeffed  8L^ defign  agaiffift :hi&;  Hfti,  zudicd&asoA 

^«$^-B^^d*is^o  Siberia^  and  Sophia  iwaa 
}«^^edifor  life  ia  the>  nunnery? .of  BeTits : 
i^er  dlobe^aiTumed  the  i^ms  of  gDvetrhnqresst^ 
knA  ^)iM^  fiifficient  fcope  for  his  wAmjA 
efiterpnzin^  geniBs  ;  whikrthcr  name  of  limit 
If^ai  ^n>  iiifcftcd,  a§  a  inatter  of  forra^lidjr^/  tkt 
i^'ptib^e:4i;^s  xmtil  his  deaths  which  happQfi^ 

Cid>TIV  i6o6i''   ■■      '•  '  ''     *.''>■>'/       ^     '     :'!     /•'.  ^■**'K: 

^  >  "Sudh  <  are  the  {»ri|fclpti}  circumfiance&iof  tfab 
igjttraotdiirary  revohitioriv  but  we  JsiuArcdn^ 
^fidjbr^^th^m  -thi$  is  the  account  givoui  fa)!;  i>the 
vidtori<»^  partT ;  and  tfaatthe  caiifcra£&«ifaft 
n^ef*  underwent  X  undid  eitamm^iiWj.  It 
life^'b^^iii^^^  to  eycQxl^te  thab  F^inoeft 
$fl<mly-flt>qs  ambitious  Tiewa  J  flie  niighft  he 
fexttfeai^Ijr  utiwrlling  to  relinquiik  m  fQW€k 
^hkh^hc-haid  long  enjoyed,  und  vri^h^H^ 
i^^i£y  A^th  great  abiiity  ^  &e  might  '^ft^wtn 
the  ti^rof  iV^n  to  the  throne  as  ftjpcrJo.C'tp 
^toit  of  Peter ;  and  might  confider  Peter's  ac- 
.guiiitipn  of  the  fole  fovereignty  as  the  certkixl 
p> efude'  td  her  own  deftf  t^iori :  but  We  h^vc 
.no  pofitimieiridencei^^  ihould  ii^ddce^us 

-t6  :^elttJW  that  fhe  coftfftir^d  againft  her  bro^ 

^^  'f  This skbW^hilft^t  ftirviv^ife^ M^24 fWm  r  lie'dkd  W'prifea 

^^^^'^^^^^{A  tkrii/in  pi^dfithW«ny 'of  tfJecoafpkitow  ftcoafed 
qSd^hhi  of  Wii^'{>riVf  t6  ^y  dcHi^^fiini  Ptfter's^ite  thand^eireii  if 

lOFted  \>f  th£  ratk,  is  by  no  means  to  i|e  ^S^eJEMaf^  uponijr.'ji .  >  > 
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thcrt  life ;  and  "perhaps  the  whole  iteiy  T)f 
the  intended  ankffinaticm  was  feigned  by 
Boris  Oalit^in  *  and  her  cncrares.  Had  (he 
been  really  guilty  of  that  attempt,  ihe  wanted 
Jlot  opporttinities  of  efcaping  frbni  Ruffia  v 
and  me  never  would  have  imprtidehtly  de- 
manded admittance  into  Peter's  prcfcnce,  in 
order  to  affert  her  innocence,  if  th^  proofe  pf 
her  guilt  had  been  as  ftrbng  as  her  adverfarics 
|>retended  f*.  In  a  word,  the  conflid,  betwteii 
Peter  and  Sophia  was  the  conflrft  of  two  ri- 
vals impatient  of  tontroul,  and  ffiriving  for 
pre-eminence  5  the  raufe  of  the  fdcccfsful 
party  would  neceffarily  be  deemed  jufl  arid 
equitable;  arid  the  variquilhed  fa^ion  Was 
furc  to  be  loaded  with  every  fpecies  of  guilt 
and  enormity.  . 

The  reftlefs  fpitit  of  Sophia,  brooding  ra 
the  folitude  of  u  convent,  is  faid  to  have  ex- 
cited frefh  troubles  and  infurrcdions ;  and, 
'*'  '  during 

,.  ^  It  ft^pcf  rs  from  the  following  paflage  that  the  difcaycry  of  So^ 
pbia's  deugns  came  from  that  quarter.  "  Prince  Boris  Galitzin,  a 
**  firithftil  iubjedltif  the  tmr  Peter,  coming  timely  to  penetrate  into 
V  hii  kiniisian  prince  Bafifs  deiigns,  put  the  tzar  upoa  his  guard, 
**  advifing  hioH  without  delay,  to  take  the  government  into  his 
•*  kinds.^    Gordon,  V.  ^  p.  89.  ' 

t  **  A^flktH^,*'  a?  I/Evefq»c  judicioufly  remarks,  "  cooimeon 
**  r^n  aqcu|e»  foffi)^  le  deflcin  d*6ter  ia  vie  a  Pierre  ?^  voulait-eHe; 
**  fculement  J'enlever,  et  le  faire  depofer  ?  Fut-elle  m^me  coi^plice 
?'  <!el*entreprirerde  Sich^glovitoi  ?  c^cflrce  quenou^n'oferton^pro^ 
"  Aoncer*    II  £uidrait  a^oir  des  pieces  authentiqups  p^igr  jpg«i^ce/ 
**,  grand  proc6s.    l^s  hidoriens  IWcufent ;  aucun  ne  dit  qu'elle  ^\t\ 
♦•  ti6  non)n)6e  par  les  coupaWes..    ^*icrre  devait  la  cTaindre,  it  favait' 
**  qu'elle  etoit  aim6e  des  Str^lits  et  de  )eur  che&-;  E4]e  tenaic  hi 
**  r^nesxtii  gonvernment ;  elle  ne  yovlai^pas  le$  Ifche^,  ef  il  vp«i- 
"  lait  s'en  faifir  :  elle  etoit  deteftee  de  Natalie,  &  de  tous  les  parents 
•*  de  celte  Prrncefle  :  On  raccufeit  dMntrigue$ ;  -elle  eh'fdrnraH  ians 
'*  doote^xt  ians  cefie  ii  s'en  forn>ai|  coiUf e  elle :  jellete^,  fvip  !a  vj^«- 
*:  me,  et  ia  Calomnie  devait  la  pourfuivre  Jong-tems  encore  apr6s 
"  fadifgrace>  &  mtmt  audela  du  tombeau.'*'  Vol.  IV.  p«  u>3« 
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during  her  life,  no  i:onfpiracy  was  undcrtakea 
^gainfl:  Peter,  in  which  flie  ^as  not  fufped;e4 
of  being  concerned.  She  was  more  pp-rticu* 
larly  accufed  of  being  privy  to  the  rebeUioa 
which  broke  out  in  1 697  ;  when  8000  Stre- 
litz  feized  the  opportunity  of  Peter's  abfencp 
"Upon  his  travels  to  rife  in  arn\s  upon  the  frpn^ 
tiers*  of  Lithuania,  and  to  march  toward^ 
Mofcow.  The  rebels  were  attacked  ^  and  de^ 
feated  by  th^  addrefsand  courage  of  general 
Patrick  Gordon  ;  many  were  put  to  the  fword, 
and  the  remainder  furrendered  at  diicretioA* 
The  tzarreceived  at  Vienna  the  account  of  the 
mutiny  and  defeat  of  the  Strelitz,  and  i^ftaatly 
hafiened  to  Ruilia,  that  he  might  examine  the 
delinquents  in  perfon. 

Peter,  upon  his  arrival  at  Mofcovy^.was 
particularly  anxious  to  difcover  the  caufp^  of 
the  rebellion,  to  learn  by  whofe  intrigjtrpsjit 
was  excited ;  and,  above  all,  to  cony^d^Sq-. 
phia,  whom  he  charged  with  fomenting  the 
public  difcontents,  and  with  holding  a  corre- 
fpondence  with  the  rebels.  But  as  wr- per- 
Ibns  could  give  immediate  aijd  jper^tinenl.  an-^ 
fwers  to  all  his  queftions,  .he  entertained  fuf- 
picions  of  all  his  courtiers,  and  determined 
to  erc6l  a  court  of  inquiry  at.  his  pal^e  of 
Preobraflienfki,  where  the  inftruments  of  the 
queftion  were  brought.  The  tzar  hixnfelf 
examined  the  accufed,  urged  them  to  con- 
feffioQ,  and  ordered  thofe  who  maintained 
filence  to  be  racked  in  his  prefeaeei  The 
cruelty  'of  the  tortures  employed  6if ^.thrs  oc- 
cafion  was  inexprelfibly  drqadful :  J^^^^^ul^r 
ture  Ihudders  at  the  recital,  but'itfsmeoeC- 

.    „.  ......  Tary 
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istyjio  mention  -ihetn  in  ^n:  jitfttfbsatioiv  of 
Sophia:  Some  of  the.  rebels :  vrmcuo^cstSadif 
whipped;  others  Imd  .thdhr  :;d»HuUeraqdd(l0» 
Gated  by  a  cord  and  pulley, .  aad  ^locdi^tifKiiib* 
fid  pofture  recdved  the  ftroko.iofntIuikaoDt; 
many  .after  Dndecgoing  the 
over<a.ibw  fire,  the  raw  parts.  herti§ 
to  the  £ame\  PKyficians  were :  preifML^it^ 
afisprtain  the  degree  of  paib  the  unhappy  con- 
vids  were  capable  of  fupporting,  and  td  re- 
fcover  thofe  who  had  fainted  awaj^,  "tjtkt  the 
application  of  freib  tortures  vfii^t  zKcom* 
mcnce.  upon  the  renewal  of  thfeit  ftrehgdi. 
Thi$  dreadful  inquifition  wa$  1  eqtfitinued, 
without  the  ieaft  intermiffion^  thi^ou^h  th£ 
wholip  ropnth  of  0(5obpr.  .  Not '  dri^ijr  eye^ 
fpecies  of  puuiihment,  the  moft  refined  which 
bnitii^n  cruelty  could  devife,  >as\;ih^ift<5d  ia 
order  toertort  an  accufatioa  of  SbjilnaV^J^ 
prDrnifeis  of  pardon,  and  even  of  gtfeat;|)tofti6-- 
lipn^  were  offered  for  the  fame  purppfq^tpVth© 
wretched  fufferers  even  in  th6  midft  lof  the 
mpa  excruciating  agonies  -j-, 

At 


-♦-•■*  r»i  '  I  ■» 


^'It 'appeart  from  Olearms,  ind  orkcr  triretlets  Wito^R-trfGa, 
lliit' ttw  "tofturey  were  otdinaiily  ufed  irf  th^r  Aitintry  iof'^h)^ 
|>urpofe  of  forcing  confeiljon.  "^•''-  ^'^ 

t  ^his  account  is  cxtrafted  from  the  E)iaryjdfK<>rtr.i  ftcf^rj 
of  the  Auftrian  cmbaflf  toRuKlia  in  the  ytit  r69^i*  iiriii  wfcb  ^ag 
tertfent  at  Mofcorw  during  thefirhofrid  preceetfiifiij*'.  -fltf  ttcttf^eii 
information  of  thfefc  dreadful  tonuses  from  fe^eAfO^iibiitl  offi- 
cers in  the  fenriceof  t'etet,  who  vrcrt  tfe-ikMttkYh  ^Htir^ln- 
fliaion  upon  the  Sfreth'K.  Ktyrb^s  authority' »  ^Ifd'tltf;  aUr^'tiiJS^ 
depended  upon  in  this  tiAance;  tpef^vfe  ht  j|jpet|^l(l|^^  iff  finhbijf 
of  Petcrratid  condemns  the  ahibitlon  of  oOb^it/^^Wrcfbii  «lfQ, 


^o  Atcidi^Ulafffesviof  idiefJStmdlBbZjroviotcoiiid 
l|r^tllG3^e9ity^  o£  the  toatdndats'^^  or  fedik|ed 
b^fSbpest^tf i.|KiMaEii  and  idie  cprotnife  l  o^  piio^ 
aiotii^d^  rbomei&d,  thalt  it  .was  thein  intienuoa 
tor&t  iittltolthe  fuburbiof  Mofbowji  ta^ipaif-i 
ikdtecatlbfbreitaeri^  to  baniih  or  aiTaffinatethe 
^cilD(||A]^inooil]t^i^  :  to  raife  the  tMveviiih 
A1ekil^vto{tbe^  throne,  a^d  ko  ippoiht  Sdphid 

-noo  \.qq,bfl'i:'     r!  >  '  :-  .'.-    ■    -  .  '  I'XegdBlt 


^..^^•.  ^it         \-.  .«  •'  .41         •<•       C!^'<' 


«    ^         •  >»       C  J  .' 


^.V^pid^  api^ii  ti^muhpantibus  fyiflet?^  quibui  authotjbiitf  MvScm 
•*  nefas  auft  ?  Ncfttn  auteni  nemo  eflet,  (jui  ad  omnia  plin6la  atcu- 
*^C)'ftftgJr^^olkdbi^  poiletf  hit  kdm  i^gnorantiam^  iMU  8Udlifcl6i^in 

"•^n6vi  ipquifnfoni  cogitatioiies  fuas  admbvere  coepit.  .  Qui  in  vir 
^.*Ma»l!f^ari!^locil«cilttodiii  atfervAbtmnif  rd>eHes,  ir^mn^i^p^r 
*Jfit»atf/9Jr«^Hl'>*i  P/«*onaij^riin>  regimma  c^i  qwaftionjca^ji^noy, 
*•  .,&^tqrtnrafip  retrahebantur.  Bebf^fcbcntfko  reduftis  career,  iri- 
•V  Ibjihki  mti  fe  eqbiijeus.  Nulla  dfes  quasfitoribos  vfe'tdua  fefra  ^t 
*^:iistft^,lomatiti(li  tarquendum  jdotttr  iicitiquie  vifi.  >  ^otiyi^i; 

^Aj/^^^jM^^'^tSnP"^^  quacfiiores,  to^  caryiificej.  PriACepsJ^ejodor 
•*  jUrbwii'fenMdonowlM,  quantum  caiteris  feverior,  tamdhl  jpffel^ 
^i'y3atnfi(]^(l'e«diaptitudine.     Iplfi&et  IVlagnUs  Diik  bS  dohoep^ 


jubebkVYtSfcji 

•*  rum  excelTus  viribus,  mentCt  ,et  jpfis  yij^iipn  fcnfibiw  d^Aij^^^^^ 
"^medicorum  induftria  priftinii  ftn»  :VfffljtiV  pei*-'n()W.<^2niek^ 
^/tleniio  enervandis  cogebatur  redituere.  Totus  men  (is  October 
'*  reorum  tefgoribus  per  knuttas  &  ignes  excarnificandis  infume- 
"^,^^^i«r;,DuIja,dieA,flagris,  atit  flampais  fu,dr.c^  iwxqjjaes,.jqii^lm 
rifv4'  WffilC^«fto»»'  ad  f«rcaij\i%s,  yel^c>,ii.iflp^^fps,Yit|i 
ipra  refiquerat.  .,..^.     .rv.  j,Vvo>.fo  .)r,r-^ 


Jy#9P>tg^P^J«^  (^ollucebant  4gne$,.  ub4,4ptftr- 


*  "  Vljjorundam  t>erttnacia  demum  vitta.      Korb* 
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regent  during  his  minority ;  while  others  de- 
clared that  the  ringleaders  had  adually  drawn 
up  a  petition,  which  they  intended  tb  prefent 
to  that  princefs,  praying  her  to  accept  the  ad* 
xniniftration  o%  affair?. 

Although  none  of  the  rebels  charged  Sophia 
with  being  acceffory  to  their  infurredion, 
yet  Peter  was  fo  prejudiced  againfl  her,  that 
be  put  to  the  torture  one  of  her  female  atten- 
dants; and  when  no  evidence  of  her  guilt 
could  be  procured  by  that  horrid  expedient, 
he  even  repaired  to  the  nunnery  of  Devitz, 
and  examined  her  in  perfon.  The  princefs, 
whofe  high  fpirit  was  fubdued  by  her  misfor- 
tunes, and  worn  out  by  a  long  confinement, 
could  not  refrain  from  weeping  at  the  fight 
of  her  obdurate  brother,  and  fhe  even  extort- 
ed tears  from  Peter  himfelf,  though  without 
melting  his  refentment  *•  But  neither  this, 
nor  every  other  effort  that  was  employed  to 
convidi  her,  was  attended  with  fuccels  ;  and 
the  -only  proof  of  her  carrying  on  a  fecret 
correfpondence  with  the  rebjels  was  derived 
from  the  confeffion  of  a  boy  belonging  to  an 
officer  of  the  Strelitz,  who  declared,,  that 
letters  enclolcd  in  loaves  of  bread  had  paffed 
between  Sophia  and  his  mailer  -f-.  The  lat- 
ter, however,  peremptorily  denied  the  fad 
even  upon  the  rack ;  and  he  was  led  to  ex- 
ecution perfilling  to  the  laft  moment  in  this 
afleveration. 

The 

♦  **  At\  wonafterium  Neo-vlrgmum  difircffit  t7aru8,  ut  fororem 
••  tuani  Sophiam,  dido  monafterio  inclufam  examinarei ;  publice 
**  €nim  nupeii  tumultus  vulgo  rea  habebaiur  :  primus  utriufqap 
*•  nitroitu$  tiberrimas  amborum  lacrymas  excivifle  dicitur."  Kc.ib. 

i"  Gordon«>ol.  Lp.  129 — 130. 
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The  c^fe  ieeitns  to  be,  that  the  iniiovatAytis^ 
of  Pete^  cheated  a  large  aumber  of  maicDOie 
tdnts  ^that  the  iqtrodu^ion  of  the  Eurofma 
iiifcipline,  and  the  partiality  which  he  ilK>w<e4 
to  the  foretgn  i^giment$v  inflamed  the  difaf- 
fedion  of  tihie  Strelits^  to  fuch  a  degree  as  tc^ 
account  for  their  rebellicMiy  without  the  fup* 
pofition  of  any  cabals  on  tbe  part  of  Sof^ia; 
that  this  princeCs  had  long  been  the  object 
of  afie<aion  to  all  the  enemies  of  Peter, 
and  was  naturally  the  perfon  to  whom  they 
would  have  c<Mifigncd  the  adminiftration  of 
affairs,  if  the  revolt  had  been  attended  with 
Hiccefs. 

Peter  was  fe  greatly  exafperated  againft 
Sophia,  that  he  had'  once  determined  to  put 
her  to  death ;  btit;,  hating  changed  his  re- 
ibiution,  ht  compelled  kef  to  afiume  the  veil. 
In  ordeir  to  ftrike  her  with  terror,  and  to  ait- 
neunce  to  the  public  that  he  thought  hn 
privy  to  the  rebelliort,  two  hundred  and  flirty 
Streliti  werc^  hanged  within  fight  of  the  nun- 
liery  in  which  flie  was  confin^;  and  three  of 
the  ringleaders  were  fufpended  upon  a  gibbet 
eredcd  <:;Iofe  *  t<i  the  window  of  h^  apart- 
ment :  they  held  in  their  hands  petitions  fimi^ 
milar  to  ^hat  which,  according  to  theconfef- 
fion  ya&  mentioned,  was  to  have  been  pr^fented 
to  Sophia, 

Vol.  L  Kk  -        From 

*  Gordon,  p.  95 — 130. 

Korb,  who  law  them  hanging,  fays,  "  Tarn  prope  ad  ipfas  Sophi- 

&D\  cubicttlifeiMftrasy  ut  Sophia  .^ofd^jo^  manu  facile  ^poflet  at- 


*'  tingere" 


On  this  occafion  above  2000  Strelitz  fuffer^d  cabital  punifbnient. 
I^eter  bioke  at  the  fame  t^inie  the  whole  body  of  SirelltZi  and  abo- 
lifhed  their  name. 


€€ 
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From  this  period  hiftory  is  iilent  in  relation 
to  Sophia:  Ihe  was  confined  under  a  ftrid: 
guard  in  the  monaftery  until  her  deaths  which 
happened  in  the  month  of  July,  1704. 

She  was  interred  in  the  church  of  the  con- 
vent ;  the  tomb  is  covered  with  a  black  doth, 
and  contains  the  following  infcription:  "  A.  M. 
7212  (or  1704  of  the  Chriftian  aera)  on  the 
third  of  July  *  died  Sophia  Alexiefna,  aged 
<*  46  years,  nine  months  and  fix  days:  her 
^  monadic  name  was  Sufanna.  She  had  been 
a  nun  five  years,  eight  months  and  twehrc 
days :  (he  was  buried  the  4th  in  this  church, 
called  the  Image  of  Smolenflco.  She  was 
daughter  of  Alexcy  Michaelovitch,  and  of 
**  Maria  Ilinitchna,'*  &c. 

Although  Peter  always  fufpe6led  the  in- 
trigues of  his  fitter,  yet  he  never  failed  paying 
a  juft  tribute  to  her  genius  and  abilities. 
"  What  a  pity,"  he  was  frequently  heard  to 
fay,  **  that  fhe  perfecuted  me  in  my  minority, 
"  and  that  I  cannot  repofe  any  confidence 
"  in  her  :  otherwife,  when  I  am  employed 
"  abroad,  (he  might  govern  at  home  f." 

One  ftriking  feature  in  Sophia's  character, 
which  I  had  no  opportunity  of  mentioning, 
while  my  inquiry  was  chiefly  confined  to  her 
political  CQudud,  muft  not  be  omitted  in  this 

place. 

*  O.  S.  the  i4tbN.  S.  ^ 

f  This  anecdote,  which  I  received  from  a  Ruffian  nobleman  of 

freat  diftinftion,  is  confirmed  by  the  following  {)a(rage  in  Perry's 
tate  of  Ruflia..  **  I  remember,  that  upon  a  certain  occafion,  when 
"  mention  was  made  of  her  [i.  e.  Sophia],  the  czar  himfelf  gave 
"  her  this  characler,  that  (he  was  a  princels  endowed  with  aJi  the 
**  accomplifliments  of  body  and  mind  to  perfedlion,  had  it  not  been 
"  for  her  boundlefs  ambition  and  infatiable  defire  of  governing.'* 
Vol.  I.  p.  1 38. 
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place.  She  deferves  the  veneration  of  pofle- 
rity  for  the  patronage  which  (he  afforded  to- 
perfons  of  genius  and  learning,  and  for  en- 
couraging, by  her  own  example,  the  intro- 
dudlion  of  polite  literature  into  Rullia,  then 
plunged  in  the  deepeft  ignorance.  At  a  pe- 
riod, when  there  was  no  national  theatre,  and 
when  the  loweft  buffooneries,  under  the  name 
of  moralitiesy  were  the  fole  dramatic  reprefen- 
tations  even  at  court;  this  elegant  princefs 
tranflated  the  Medecin  malgri  lui  of  Molierc 
into  her  native  tongue,  and  performed  one  of 
the  chara6lers  herfelf.  She  alfo  compofed  a 
tragedy,  probably  the  firft  extant  in  the  Ruf- 
fian language  ;  and  (he  compofed  it  at  a  time, 
when  the  moft  violent  cabals  were  excited 
againil  her  miniftry,  and  when  the  moft 
weighty  affairs  feemed  to  engrofs  her  fole  at- 
tention. 
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